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Dear Church Family:

Joy’s first month
as newly hired
Education Director
for First
Presbyterian Church

On August 1, l begin my new role as
Education Director for you and our
church. I cannot begin to tell you how
much your words of encouragement
and support have meant to me. You often overwhelm me with your kindness.
Please continue to offer me your wisdom, ideas, and concerns as we work
together to make our education program
what God wants it to be. I get so excited
about what we as
a family can do for
each other and our
community. We
are blessed with all
the gifts that we
need to accom-

plish God’s work. We have a great team
to guide us through our many tasks: pastors, interns, Nurture Committee, Youth
Ministry directors and teams, Sunday
School teachers, LOGOS Board and
Staff; Kids’ Day Out Director and Board,
and childcare coordinator and childcare
staff. Please keep the team in your
prayers as we begin a new year of education.
NOW—Your job is not only to pray, but
also to be here, and if you have children
or youth, bring them and all of you become a vital part of our education program at First Presbyterian Church.
I can hardly wait for us all to be
learning, playing and working together.
My office hours at the church will be
Monday-Thursday, 8:00-12:00 and 1:003:00.
I will be keeping you in my prayers.

Robert, Joy, Katy
and Robby Bedford
at a church retreat
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In anticipation, Joy Bedford
Education Director
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Vacation
Bible School
has always
presented an
opportunity
for the little
ones at FPC to
receive lots
of hugs
from Joy.

Joy Bedford to retire after 20 years
With a” full heart,” Joy Bedford notified
the church in June of her retirement as Education Director after 20 years in that position. An effective date has not been set,
pending the naming of her replacement,
according to Pastor Bobby, who said plans
are being made to celebrate and thank Joy
for her long service.
A search committee for a new Education Director has been formed and is already receiving applications for the
position, which has been revised from 30
to 40 hours a week and now includes the
duties of LOGOS Director. Committee
members are Dawn Bookert, Chair, Jaime
Cowan, Gary Nelon, Magen Smith and
Theresa McKenna.
In retiring, Joy cited the needs of her
immediate and extended families and the
fact that “I am not as young as I once was.”
She feels strongly that it’s time for the
church “to have someone with new insights, a new set of skills, plenty of energy
and love to share with this amazing
church family.”

In her letter of resignation, Joy said,
“I will miss being a part of this wonderful, caring, loving staff. I will miss all of
you. I am honored that I have had the
opportunity to know you. I will miss the
children and youth. I will miss learning
and growing under Bobby’s leadership. If
God found Bobby for us, I know there is
an amazing person who will take my job.”
She added, “I say it all the time and it
is so true: This congregation is the best;
they are family. They love deeply; they care
and give from and of their hearts. I am
praying for the one who is called to take
my job. How very blessed they will be to
work for you. Thank you for letting me
work for you and with you all these many
years. Thank you for loving me and my
family so well.”
Joy has moved into the home of her
97-year-old mother-in-law in Burnet to
help take care of her. She reminds the congregation that she will be “only a phone
call away.”
(See more stories pages 9 to 16)
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Among Our People
ANNIVERSARIES
2
3
4
6
7
8
9
11
13
14
15
18
19
20
23
24
25
26
27
28
30
31

Craig & Ashley Riley
Doug & Jamie Arnold
Marcus & Kayla Collick
Bill & Lois Stanley
Marv & Sandy Hulshizer
Larry & Helen Burk
Tracy Jackson & Jullee Mapes
George & Linette Harwell
Jim & Kaye Bishop
Conley & Cathy Leloux
John & Sue Rose
Guy & Cynthia Guidici
Jay & Jean Allison
Eric & Anne Hoke
Bill & Betty Anne Poe
Hubert & Evelyn Syler
Rick & Shirley Galloway
Jim & Courtney Root
Dustin & Sarah Hammit
Greg & Amy Hunt
Bob & Ramona Kissner
Mark & Ruth DeRuyter
Larry Buchanan & Betsy Hughes
Keith & Sue Renard
John & Elizabeth Decker
Dave & Alison Harrison
Mike & Kathleen Wenzel

BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
6
7
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Barbara Caudle
Mariette Mugford
Riley Spruiell
Jim Briggs
Elizabeth Decker
Susan Bell
Linda Stephenson
Alexandra Crenshaw
Tim Lewis
Bill McKenna
Chuck Helmka
Guy Guidici
Luke Miller
Linda Morgan
John Rose
Thomas Isenhour
Maya Spruiell
Dawn Bookert
Richard Dorr
Paul Gipson
Cassie MacClean
Ben Butler
Sue Renard
Bonnie Stump
Katie Bradford
Tristan Hammit
Faith Baechtel
Jennifer Vara
Emily Littleton
Helen Burk
(continued on next page)

Boldface indicates
a member of
First Presbyterian Church

In the hospital last month: Robert Bedford, Judy Bond and Roger Taylor.
Our sympathy to:
 Freda Ditzler on the death of her daughter, Candi Ditzler, June 30 in California.
 Kathi Davenport and Edna Malone on
the death of Kathi’s aunt and Edna’s sister-in-law, Virginia Crow, July 3 in Round
Rock.
 Florence Gould on the loss of her husband, Barry Gould, April 19. Barry had
been a member of our congregation since
April 2019. Services are planned for a later
date.
Congratulations to:
 Gene & Carolyn Gregory on the birth
of their great-grandson, Bobby Dean
Lewellen, born July 10 in Dallas.
 Timothy & Anna Roberts on the birth
of their daughter, Austin Elizabeth Roberts, born July 14 in Boston. Proud grandparents are Mike & Cindy Roberts and
Ron & Liz Weaver.
 Bobby & Michelle Hulme-Lippert on
the birth of their son, Logan Samir, July 21
in Houston.
 Austin Moreno on his wedding to Jenny
Evans July 25 in Lubbock. Proud parent
is Susan Moreno and proud grandfather,
Fred Hilgeman. Austin will teach and
coach at Southland while Jenny is in her
senior year at Lubbock Christian University.
Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Hammond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandsonin-law; Garrett Herbst; 1 st Staff Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Nicolaas Leloux; Tech.
Sgt. Robert McClanahan, grandson of
Minta McIntosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Colonel Mark Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s
brother; Sgt. 1 st Class Paul Rayburn;
Nicholas Stamos, Larry & Helen Burk’s
grandson; and Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy Hayes.

Called congregational
meeting on Zoom for
Sunday, August 16
Session has called a virtual meeting of the
congregation for Sunday, August 16, following the 11 o’clock worship service. Instructions with the Zoom link and telephone number will be sent with the weekly
e-mail (that has links for the morning’s service) and the packets mailed to members
with no internet service. A quorum of at
least 56 members is required.
There are two motions on the agenda:
election of the 2020 Church Officer Nominating Committee and election of former
pastor, Dr. Michael A. Roberts, as Pastor
Emeritus in gratitude for his 30 years of
service to FPC.
Committee nominees and the areas they
represent are: Ben Nichols, Chair, and
Marty Curtis, Vice Chair, session; Minta
McIntosh, deacons; Jana McCown, trustees; Lenice Smithwick, Presbyterian
Women; Gary Cox, Men's Fellowship;
Tricia Osborne, Music Ministry; Elizabeth
Decker, LOGOS/Youth; and Cathy Shirley,
Sunday School.
Session voted in March to bestow the
honorary title on Mike and to present his
nomination to the congregation for a vote.
The honorary position has no pastoral
authority or duties.

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - June 2020
General Operating Fund
Actual

Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

$480,022
$72,493
$552,515

$841,881
$105,180
$947,061

57%
69%
58%

Expenses
Validated Mission
$30,092
$57,593
Local/Other Mission
$13,125
$29,802
Ministry of the Word
$71,324 $148,501
Program/Support Staff $231,767 $468,710
Christian Education
$10,987
$39,350
Music and Worship
$11,804
$21,756
Evangelism/Care
$3,323
$11,115
Property
$44,386
$90,500
Stewardship/Finance
$8,567
$19,700
Other Oper Expenses $15,928
$43,970
Debt Retirement
$48,777
$97,548
TOTAL
$490,080 $1,028,545

52%
44%
48%
49%
28%
54%
30%
49%
43%
36%
50%
48%

Income
Pledges
Other
TOTAL

On Joy: From former pastor Dr. Michael A. Roberts (1988-2018)
I join with you in celebrating the
ministry of Joy Bedford. Her 20 years
of service as Education Director has
made a profound impact upon the
church.
In thinking over these two decades, I remember several strengths of
her unique ministry:
 Her amazing welcome of children
and their parents. Again and again,
year after year, I heard from our families that they were members here because of the welcome and support
they received from Joy.
 Her encouragement of our Sunday School teachers. There has been
an amazing longevity among our
teachers that I attribute to Joy’s encouragement, training and support.
She developed a committed team of

teachers who impacted an entire
generation of children.
 This encouragement extended to
our teachers of adults. Joy has supported, equipped and helped organize adult teachers over two decades.
She also has coordinated all the
teachers who took part in the adult
elective series, including all of the
seminary professors.
 All-Church Retreat. We began
this ministry in 2002, and for the
remainder of her ministry she has
coordinated, motivated and arranged speakers, led the ministry
with children, and planned this
critical ministry.
 Confirmation Class for youth.
For 10 years we taught this class
together, with Joy taking on increas-

“Joy Bedford is why I joined this church”
Joy Bedford is the main reason I decided to join First Presbyterian
Church. We moved to Georgetown
and visited several churches but
hadn’t really found a place to call
home. We visited First Presbyterian
because I had been an active member
at University Presbyterian in Austin
during my college years.
The first time we came, Joy was
there to greet us in the lobby. She
seemed so excited to meet my children, who were still toddlers. We felt
very welcomed but didn’t want to
commit right away. We continued to
sporadically visit other churches but
kept coming back to First Presbyterian. It just felt right.
We started to attend regularly
just before Vacation Bible School.
When we decided to join, I remember stating that it was hard for me to
leave Rachel at VBS that summer for
three hours and not be able to stay
and help out. I had worked in VBS
at other churches. I think it took less
than a week for Joy to call and ask if
I would be willing to help with
LOGOS.

I was asked to be one of the rotating Bible study leaders. That began my true participation in the life
of our church. Joy soon asked me
to join the LOGOS board as Bible
Study Coordinator. I later worked
closely with Tricia Osborne as a
backstage hand for several musicals.
One year, I was at the church
preparing props and costumes for
a LOGOS musical when Joy asked
me to come in her office and sit
down for a chat. She said, “You
know that Jan is retiring and
Cindee is going to take her place,
which means I will no longer have
an Education Administrative Assistant. I want you.”
Joy sought and was granted approval to provide childcare at the
church for the months when my
children were out of school so that
I could come to work part-time at
the church. While it was not something I had planned to do, I am
thankful that God put my name on
Joy’s heart in 2007.
Since then, I have worked
closely with Joy on many projects
as well as the regular programs of

ing responsibility for teaching and
organization. What an important,
nurturing ministry!
Like so many of you, I am most
grateful for Joy’s support and encouragement in my own life and ministry.
She has expressed that same love and
acceptance to my wife Cindy and my
children, Jonathan, Timothy and
Elizabeth.
I think of all the people she has
touched over the years. Her gifts of
encouragement, empathy and compassion have infused life and heart
into the church’s ministry. I join with
all of you in giving thanks for Joy
Bedford.
—Yours in Christ, Mike

FPC. I have served on boards, on task
forces and on staff with Joy for almost
15 years and she has become a good
friend.
Joy has made a deep impression on
my children and my family. Week after week, her smiling face has welcomed an untold number of families
into our church home as though they
were the most important people in the
world. She has always made it her
business to have a relationship with
every child who walks through our
doors.
We will be hard-pressed to find
another Education Director with as
big a heart as Joy’s. That being said, I
am happy for Joy and her family finally to have time for each other. Joy
has given everything to this church—
more than she should have and more
than we deserve.
I am thankful to her for making
my children feel loved in this church.
I am thankful for her leadership and
her thoughtfulness. I am thankful for
her heart and her friendship. I am
thankful that God brought Joy into
my life.
—Christina Bondesen
FPC Office Manager & Former Education Administrative Assistant
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It’s a boy for the Hulme-Lippert family!

Ms. Joy makes lasting memories for FPC’s kids
From Tess and Mary McKenna:
Twins Tess and Mary McKenna are
28 years old and were just toddlers
when the Bedfords joined the church
in October 1993 and Ms. Joy became
involved in children’s activities, including Sonshine Kids, a Wednesday
night program during LOGOS for kids
from birth to 4 years of age.
As long as they can remember
“Ms. Joy” was their teacher. They
looked forward to seeing her smiling face at Sunday school, Children’s
Church, Sunshine Kids, LOGOS,
Vacation Bible School and all-church
events like Family Night Suppers and
Christmas Night Together.
“When we were little, she used
to get so excited when she could tell
us apart!” Mary recalled.
“She will always be a role model
for me,” Tess said. “I cannot thank
her enough for the light that she
brought to my childhood memories.
I remember when Ms. Joy told me
the story of Palm Sunday for the
first time. We were in what I believe
is now the Homebuilders’ room before the 11 o’clock worship service,
and she gave the other children and
me palm branches for us to be in the
processional. She has an incredible
gift for telling Bible stories in a way
that engages children, makes them
want to know more, and inspires
them to develop a deeper relationship
with God.”

Mary recalled that Ms. Joy was
always excited to see her, and every
interaction included a hug with an
“I love you.”

“Ms. Joy helped me learn the
Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles Creed
during Confirmation Class and led
the most amazing children’s programs at the annual All-Church Retreat,” Mary said.
Since Mary and Tess were in the
Georgetown High School Eagle Band
with Katy and Robby Bedford, they
had the added bonus of seeing Ms.
Joy at football games and marching
band competitions.
One of Mary’s favorite memories
of Ms. Joy was the presentation of
Bibles to third graders. “Other than
my mother, I had never seen anyone
cry tears of happiness for me. She
treated Tess and me like the stars of

the show every time we performed a
piano duet during a church service
or sang solos during the LOGOS
musicals.” Mary said she loved how
Ms. Joy led the singing of “Happy
Birthday” every year on Christmas
Eve at the birthday party for Jesus.
When the situation with a group
of little ones would start to get chaotic, Ms. Joy could calm and refocus
by encouraging them to sing with
her ‘Jesus Loves Me” or ‘This Little
Light of Mine’. Tess will never forget when they were little how Ms.
Joy “used to say ‘Robby, that’s one!’
when he got into mischief. I admire
the way Ms. Joy has always loved
and cared for her family. I value the
fact that she leads by example. As a
Christian educator, she not only
“talks the talk”; she also “walks the
walk,” said Tess.
Mary considers herself extremely
blessed to have grown up at FPC,
“experiencing countless special moments that were made possible by
Ms. Joy. She is someone I have always admired and looked up to. She
is incredibly generous, loving and
kind. She treats everyone as a child
of God.”
—Marty Curtis
Photo: The 12-year-old McKenna
twins, Mary and Tess, share a hug
with “Ms. Joy” at the 2004 All-Church
Retreat at Mo-Ranch.

He pre-recorded his
sermon and prayers for
July 26 in order to lead
worship even though he
was in Houston.
While Bobby is on
leave, Dr. Ken Peters will
be the emergency pastoral
care contact. Check the
August worship schedule
below for who will be
preaching while our pastor is on leave. When
Jenny Carswell’s son John
preaches from Scotland,
Dr. Peters will preside over
communion.
Pastor Bobby, Michelle and Leo, with the new
addition to their family, Logan Samir, born July
21 in Houston, weighing 5 lbs. 9 oz. and measuring 19 inches.

Paternity leave begins
Pastor Bobby began three-week paternity
leave July 24 as he, wife Michelle and son
Leo headed to Houston to meet their new
family member, son Logan Samir. The family planned to spend the first week or two
of Bobby’s paternity leave in Houston at
the home of Michelle’s parents.

AUGUST WORSHIP
(on YouTube at 11 a.m.)
August 2
Communion
Preaching: Dr. John Carswell
From Cadzow Parish Church
Hamilton, Scotland
August 9
David Lee Hulsey Preaching
August 16, 2020
Preaching: Dr. Bill Pederson
From San Gabriel Presbyterian Church
Congregational Meeting following service
August 23
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
August 30
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
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(continued from previous page)
22 Jacob Pilcher
Steven Robinson
23 Brian Hall
24 Alex Wagner
25 Jamie Arnold
Garrett Herbst
27 Julie Culver
28 Kailyn Bailey
29 James Caskey
31 Bill Caudle
Linda Johnson

Guest preachers in August
You can learn more about John Carswell’s
church in Hamilton, Scotland, at https://
www.cadzowchurch.org.
uk. He was born in Scotland to Jenny and the late
Bob Carswell, who came
to the U.S. when John
was a baby. Forty years
later he went back to Scotland with his wife and six
children and has been
minister at Cadzow since 2009. John was
a minister in the Presbyterian Church
(USA) for 12 years and served congregations in Missouri and Texas before moving to Scotland. He earned a bachelor’s
degree at the University of Texas and a
master’s degree at Austin Seminary. He
holds a doctorate in practical theology
from the University of Glasgow, with a
focus on adult baptism. John plays guitar, flute and bassoon and leads his church
worship band, “J.C. and the Disciples.”
Dr. Bill Pederson is
a native Texan and
holds degrees from
Texas A&M, Austin
Seminary and Pittsburg Theological Seminary. He has pastored
churches in Weatherford and Round Rock
and North Carolina,
and is now pastor of San Gabriel Presbyterian in Georgetown.

Flowers
in Worship/
August
2
9
16
23
30

Nelson Barrett
This could be you!
This could be you!
This could be you!
Dave & Alison Harrison

During this pandemic, when
we are not worshiping in person, the flower arrangements
you are providing continue to
be used by Compassionate
Care staff in our Flower Ministry. The arrangements are
divided into smaller bouquets
and put into bud vases, then
taken to our shut-ins and
members in the hospital. If
you want to take your arrangement home, contact
Christina Bondesen prior
to that Sunday and make
arrangements for someone
to leave it outside or give
you a temporary entry
code.
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Plans for this fall:
Message from Mrs. Joy

Jaime Cowan and Joy Bedford share a royal
LOGOS moment.

Communications will
take up all her time

The annual Horizons
Bible study leader training at the Austin Seminary, by Lynn Miller, will
be online, Saturday, August
22, via Zoom.
The morning session will
be from 9:30 to 11. After a
lunch break, training will be
from 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. The
cost is $25, and you can
register at https://www.
austinseminary.edu/lifelonglearning. Under “Workshops,” click on “Into the
Light: Finding Hope through
Prayers of Lament.”

Once a new Education Director is named
and takes over LOGOS, Jaime Cowan will
devote all of her time to being Communications Director. For the past five years she
has split her time between LOGOS and
Communications Director responsibilities.
Now she will work closely with the pastor and church leadership to manage all
church digital communications.
“Jaime has done a wonderful job as
LOGOS Director these past five years, and
she will ensure that the program remains
strong and vital throughout the transition process,” Pastor Bobby said. He also
noted how much more crucial the communications role has been during this pandemic when we have relied heavily on digital communication, email, social media,
podcasts, web page and YouTube recordings and videos.

FPC Presbyterian Women circle
members gave generously—and what
may be the biggest amount in recent
years—to the annual Birthday Offering:
$695. Last year’s total was $448, and in
2018, less than $300.
The Birthday Offering funds up to five
projects each year, in amounts of $75,000
to $150,000 each. The recipients are selected
before the offering is received, so grant
amounts depend on the gifts received.
Grant recipients this year were projects in
Georgia, Arizona, Minnesota and Davydovo, Russia.

The Education and Nurture Committee,
Mrs. Jaime and Mrs. Joy are making plans
for fall. For our children, we will have Rally
Day August 23, and everyone will receive
their certificates and Bibles. We are also
planning virtual
and Zoom times
for Bible study/
Sunday School
and LOGOS. We
hope you will sign
up your child.
More details soon.
We are watching ODTAP’s numbers, listening to what schools are doing and
prayerfully making decisions that will keep
our children and other members of our
church family safe during this strange season of our lives.
Adult Sunday School classes will continue on Zoom beginning August 30, and
we will send details in the weekly email as
we get closer. When it is safe to be together
indoors we will resume in person classes
but hope to continue Zoom for those who
can’t come to church. Lots of details to be
worked out when that happens.
The Men’s Wednesday Noon Bible
Study will continue its study of Matthew
through August. The
Women’s Wednesday
Noon Bible Study finishes its current study
on August 12 and
then takes a break,
coming back together on Zoom starting
in September.
Please continue to watch our website
for other resources to help you and your
family continue to grow your relationship
with Christ during these days—and don’t
miss our meaningful and sustaining worship on Sunday mornings. My heart aches
to see you all: It helps to know that we are
in this together and that Christ is standing with each one of us, filling us with
what we need to get through each day.
“See” you soon.
—In Christ’s love, Mrs. Joy

range of topics: improving one’s relationship with Jesus, discipleship, parenting,
learning new habits, and discussions of
books.
Bill Stanley recalls that he and wife
Lois came to Georgetown and FPC at
about the same time as
Joy, and he was asked to
be part of the Nurture
Committee. “This allowed me to become
highly aware of our education programs. Joy was
the committee leader.” Bill
had just completed the
Disciples Program at his former church in
Ohio. He later approached Joy and offered
to become a trained facilitator for that program at FPC. “It took us about 15 years
to make this a reality but we did,” he said.

Surveyors Class
At Joy’s suggestion the Stanleys joined the
Surveyors Class and when the class leader
left, “we were concerned about whether
we would continue to exist since he was
such a talented spiritual leader. We have
not only stayed in existence through the
years, we have grown, in both numbers
and spiritual strength,” Bill said.
He credits Joy for guiding the class’s
successful path for the past 20 years. “Her
understanding of the spiritual gifts of our
class members helped her select people to
serve as leaders/facilitators. I don’t think
anyone said no as she started her rebuilding, and our class went from one leader
to a team of four. “I was reluctant to say
yes but I knew it was a calling. Joy added
more people to fill spots as teachers left.
The present team is myself, Gary Nelon,
Phil Smith and Celeste Frost. It has been

a blessing to be a part of the Surveyors
teaching team.” Bill has taken a sabbatical this fall to work through medical issues.
Bill said on many occasions he has
asked Joy to suggest topics for the class.
“At other times she has come to me with
proposed topics that fill our overall goals.”
In addition to Bible study, the evening
classes have included topics such as the
church in America and Georgetown, everyday ideas to build lasting faith in our
kids, parenting teenagers, and cooking/
nutrition/gardening (with the help of the
Williamson County and Cities Health
District).
Wanting to try Sunday morning educational programming in the summer, Joy
in 2019 led several intergenerational Sunday School classes and scheduled a series
of book reviews. Her innovative ideas also
included “cross training” in 2010, an assembly time at the beginning of the Sunday School hour with children as well as
junior and senior high youth. The volunteer education banquet that she started
in 2001 continues to the present.
—Marty Curtis

Three women (continued from page 11)
for me. It became a non-problem, and
I think it was good for her, too. It
gave her an avenue for her talents
and involvement for her own children.”
Cathy and Joy later compared
notes and realized they went to the
same high school in San Antonio.
“She’s a little younger than I am but
during our time there she led a protest over students being required to
stay at school for pep rallies and not
leave campus. It just so happened I

was head cheerleader and in charge
of the pep rallies! We have laughed
about that for years.”
She added, “The Bedfords have
been our friends for what seems like
forever. It will seem strange to walk
into church at 7:30 on a Sunday
morning to prepare communion and
not find her there getting the church
ready. Hers are very big shoes for
someone to fill.”
Theresa said she has been blessed
to know Joy since 1993 and serve to-

Joy helps the children get
ready for a Palm Sunday
processional.

gether on Nurture/Education Committee for 20 years. Joy recruited her
to serve with VBS, LOGOS, the
Birthday Party for Jesus, high school
graduation receptions, all-church
retreats and many other events.
“There was one thing I knew for
sure: I could always count on Joy.
She made time to listen to my concerns and share many pearls of
wisdom. I am especially grateful for
the role she played in Tess’s and
Mary’s lives throughout their time
at FPC and to the present day.”
—Marty Curtis
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Looking back at 20-plus years of Joy

A familiar sight:
A smiling “Miss Joy”
in the Fellowship Hall
lobby ready to greet
children and their
parents before
Sunday School.

When a young couple, Robert and Joy
Bedford, joined FPC in 1993, transferring
membership from a Presbyterian church
in San Antonio, their daughter Katy was
4 and son Robby six months old. It was
logical that Joy would become immersed
in what the church had to offer babies and
pre-K kids.
The next year, 1994, as the nursery
moved to a new room, Joy was asked to
serve on a nursery committee with three
other women to focus on the needs and
concerns of parents with infants through
18 months of age.
And it didn’t take long for her to become involved with the “pre-LOGOS”
class: children of volunteers and staff who
were too young for LOGOS. In 1996 Joy’s
nursery class held a Birthday Party for
Jesus, an event that continues today at
Christmas. Next she volunteered as an
occasional LOGOS Bible study leader, a
leader for the Children’s Moment and VBS
director. And in February 1996 Joy was
hired as part-time staff Child Care Coordinator, interviewing, hiring and supervising a pool of child care workers for
various church classes and functions.
A search was announced in May 2000
for a full-time Education Director, and
probably to no one’s surprise Joy was hired
almost immediately, effective August 1. Her
duties were broad: general education,
LOGOS, Sunday School for children and
adults, midweek educational opportunities for adults, and helping develop an allchurch retreat (which became a reality in
2002). When her hiring was announced,
Pastor Roberts noted that Joy had already
served the church as Child Care Coordinator, VBS director, Sunday School
teacher and superintendent, and LOGOS
registrar-treasurer and board member

“Selling” Sunday School
If anything, Sunday School for children
and adults has been Joy’s main focus for
many years.
In 2000 she could often be found sitting downstairs during the Sunday
School hour at a table covered by a red
cloth. “Almost everyone asks me what I
am selling. I am selling Sunday School for
everyone. I truly enjoy being a part of our
Sunday School ministry. I know that God

is working in the lives of our teachers,
children, youth and adults.”
Besides recruiting teachers for ongoing children, youth and adult Sunday
School classes, Joy is responsible for lining up a host of teachers and leaders for
both the Sunday morning adult elective
Sunday School class and special adult
evening classes.
As the ongoing Sunday School classes
chose their topics for discussions, Joy’s
imagination is reflected in the lessons, topics and speakers for the adult elective.
Those varied from week to week or month
to month as she signed up faculty from
Austin Seminary, FPC members, outside
speakers, and retired ministers who worship with us to lead the class.
Responding to Joy’s call to lead interesting, relevant and creative topics for discussion were, to mention a few, Mike
Carson, Sam Matthews, Guy & Cynthia
Guidici, Tim & Katherine Kubatzky, Doug
and Judy Bond, Fred Hilgeman, staff members Sarah Hulsey, Penny Leone, Christina Bondesen and Mike Roberts, retired
ministers Bill Poe, Tom Currie and Ken
Peters, and others.

From Buddhism to poetry
The array of lessons included classes
(again, to mention just some) on theology and biblical themes, parables of Jesus,
prophets, our PCUSA confessions, John
Calvin and the Reformation, Islam/Judaism/Buddhism, Lucifer, Christ’s images in
art, psychology and biblical perspectives,
faith and poetry, biblical archaeology, hospitality in the scriptures, Christian perspectives on work and money, the
Screwtape Letters of C.S. Lewis, a biography of God, racism, learning from church
hymns, science and Christianity, history
of Christmas, denominational responses
to Word War I, lessons from American history, a class to prepare for hearing the cantata Elijah performed at our church,
understanding the enneagram system of
nine personality types, and the witness to
the faith by novelists and a poet.
Joy also secured commitments from
leaders such as Bill Stanley, Sturdy
Wanamaker, Cindy Roberts, Courtney Hill
Root, Bill Stanley and Cliff Snyder to lead
evening classes at the church on a wide

YOUTH MINISTRY
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David Lee Hulsey
Youth Director
dl@fpcgeorgetown.org

A prayer request for our youth and ministry
I have a prayer request for our congregation. And I’m confident in asking you all
(church family), because I know of the
many prayers that we have been lifting up
to God during this challenging season.
Whether it is COVID-19, social justice or
families going through hardships, this
church has been in prayer.
And that is why I ask for a prayer for
Youth Ministry. Like many of our church
groups, Youth Ministry is pivoting from
our normal way of doing things this fall,
while still meeting the needs of our youth
and families. We do not have a full picture
of what that looks like, but God has promised to be faithful. We take hope and en-

couragement in His Word, and we look
forward to His providence through this
season.
So please pray for our youth that they
would have a desire to seek the Lord. Pray
for our parents that they would have
confidence in spiritually leading their
children. Pray for our leaders and volunteers that we would allow the Holy Spirit
to creatively work through us as we continue to work in ministry.
“So let’s not get tired of doing what is
good. At just the right time we will reap
a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.”
—Galatians 6:9, NLT

—David Lee Hulsey

Staying connected as a church—digitally
One of the greatest challenges (I believe)
in our world today is finding ways to connect with each other without having the
ability to physically BE together. The staff
and leadership at FPC are continuing to
try and find creative digital
ways for our members to still
feel that connection during
this time of physical separation. Just to name a few: We
currently offer: Weekly “Virtual Coffee” meetings are being held on
Wednesday morning, some adult Sunday
School classes are being held via Zoom,
Pastor Bobby is leading a “Race, Racism
and the Church” meeting via Zoom
through early August, and Fellowship
Time is being held via Zoom following
worship service on a few Sundays.
The best way to find out about these
opportunities is the weekly church email.
These go out every Friday and give information about the upcoming Sunday worship service, as well as highlighting
mission opportunities, fellowship opportunities, educational resources, Stephen
Ministry events, children and youth activities and much more. If you aren’t receiving these emails, please contact me at
jaime@fpcgeorgetown.org to be added to
the list.

Another great place for information is
our church website, fpcgeorgetown.org.
The “Worship” page on the website is a
great place to find a wide variety of information. We also share quite a bit of information via our social media
outlets. If you use Facebook,
you are invited to join our
“First Pres Georgetown”
Facebook Group. This is a
closed group where updates,
announcements and general church information are shared with our members and
friends. We also have a Twitter account
(@FPC_Georgetown) and an Instagram
page (fpc_georgetown) that you can follow for much of the same information.
You are also invited to subscribe to our
church YouTube channel, where each week
we share the livestream worship service,
church videos and recorded messages from
Pastor Bobby, as well as the LOGOS Live
videos from the spring. Just search First
Presbyterian Church, Georgetown, TX,
and click on the subscribe button.
If you have questions on how to do
any of these, or maybe suggestions of
things you would like to see, please reach
out to me at jaime@fpcgeorgetown.org.
—Jaime Cowan, Communications Director

Alvin Gusman,

one of the six FPC youths
graduating from high school
in May, received a $10,000
scholarship, the first to be
awarded from the Don and
Debra Higginbotham
Foundation. The scholarship
was endowed by the late
Georgetown Judge Don
Higginbotham. The
foundation partnered with
the Rotary Club.
Alvin’s essay for the
scholarship was about his
week-long experience in
2018, as one of several
youth from FPC to make a
mission trip to Memphis,
where they worked in a
homeless shelter and soup
kitchen.
“I had never been to a
homeless shelter,” Alvin
said. “Even though they
were homeless, they had
jobs. They live there. They
have church. A lot of them
eventually work their way
out of it. I was impressed by
how beneficial it is.”
Alvin plans to attend
Texas A&M University this
fall and major in business
and economics.
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Help the Wehmeyers
support families
in Yucatan
Don Wehmeyer, whose
missionary ministry was
featured in the July issue of
First Word, wrote in his
recent newsletter about his
church providing care
packages for 30 needy
families in Yucatan.
This has stretched his
small congregation’s
budget, and he would
welcome our help over and
above the support we give
from the mission budget.
If you would like to help,
send your check to the
Church Office with “DW
Meals for Mission” on the
“For” line. The church will
send the money to Antioch
Partners so it can be
converted to pesos before
sending to the Wehmeyers.
The Wehmeyers were
inadvertently left out of the
church budget in 2019 and
2020 in the mistaken belief
they had retired. Plans are
to include them again in the
2021 mission budget. Last
December, FPC approved
money from our Texas
Presbyterian Foundation
mission funds to be sent for
support in 2019 and 2020.

Be a CASA superhero
at a 5K and kids 1K
Want to be a superhero for children
who’ve been abused and/or neglected? You
can by taking part in a virtual CASA of
Williamson County Superhero 5K and
kids 1K run/walk, costume contest and
fundraiser.
CASA, Court Appointed Special Advocates, supports abused and neglected
children by empowering community volunteers to advocate for them in finding
loving, safe and permanent homes. For
more information about the event, go
to www.casasuperherorun.com.
CASA of Williamson County, supported by FPC’s mission budget, began in
2009 at the request of local judges who
were hearing court cases involving children in the county who were in foster
care, most having experienced abuse and/
or neglect that endangered their well being. The judges’ caseloads were growing,
and several of the judges had worked with
CASA programs in other counties.
Advocates trained by CASA staff, and
appointed to cases by judges, provide the

Williamson County, Texas

court with a complete and clear image of
children’s needs and what is in the best
interest of each child. The volunteer advocate becomes an extra set of eyes and
ears for the judge and often is the most
stable and consistent person in the child’s
life, navigating the court and foster care
systems with the goal of ensuring the
child’s placement in a safe, permanent
home as quickly as possible.
Last year, 282 children ages four days
to 21 years were served by 136 trained advocates. If you would like to advocate for
the most vulnerable of our population,
contact CASA of Williamson County,
www.casawilco.org or 512-868-2822. You
can get information on dates of virtual
gatherings and training sessions and find
out about other needs of the organization.
—Angie Harris

Changes in programs in response to COVID-19
There are many changes at The Caring
Place in response to the current pandemic,
but food programs remain open to neighbors in need. Please do not leave food items
at the church because the organization is not accepting nonperishable food now.
The food being handed out
comes from the Central Texas
Food Bank in Austin, available at minimum cost to The
Caring Place. Most staff and
volunteers are not working at
present; a small staff is keeping it open.
Hours for drive-through food distribution are 10 a.m. to noon Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday, and for Fresh Food
for Families 9-10 a.m. Monday. The shops

are open from 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday. However, you must make
an appointment an hour in advance at
www.caringplacetx.org/shop to shop at
Second Helping.
To drop off items for sale,
bring them in a bag or box,
unload them on a cart
provided since limited help
is available. A receipt is on
the counter at drop off.
You can get up-to-date
information about what’s
happening on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/thecaringplace/, or the web page,
www.caringplacetx. org/. Or you can call
512-943-0700.
Thanks again, friends. —Jenny Carswell

Top left: Joy has help with a skit during Vacation Bible School; middle,Theresa McKenna in the church kitchen; and Lenice Smithwick
and Cathy Ramsey being honored as they stepped down as Sunday School Education Director and LOGOS Director in 1996.

These women have long associations
with Joy in Sunday School, LOGOS

T

hree women have long associations
with Joy Bedford, dating to before
she became our Education Director.
Long-time Sunday School teacher
Lenice Smithwick was staff Sunday Education Director, recruiting teachers and ordering curriculum materials for adult and
children Sunday School classes. Cathy
Ramsey was staff LOGOS Director. And
Theresa McKenna was a volunteer LOGOS
table parent from 1993 to 1995, when she
became the church’s Kitchen Ministry Coordinator, feeding LOGOS kids Wednesday nights with cook teams.
When both Lenice and Cathy stepped
down in June 1996, Joy assumed their
responsbilities, becoming Sunday School
Superintendent and LOGOS Co-director
(serving with on-site directors Linda Seals
and Anne Cameron). Those two roles
developed into duties of Education Director, and Joy was hired for the job in August 2020.
As a children’s teacher, Lenice had incorporated a Seder meal for her pupils in
her class each year. She taught classes for
1st through 6th grade for years.
“I was so impressed with how Joy
wanted to hold on to the traditions we had
developed through the years,” Lenice said.
“For years after I quit teaching, she continued the Seder meal tradition, even using the same script I had typed on my IBM
Selectric typewriter! We just ran off more
copies.” Lenice had started the meal in her
5th-6th grade class and then it was expanded

to include 3 rd -4 th and 7 th -12 th grade
classes. ”We had some big crowds, and the
children always looked forward to it, and
I think they learned a lot.”
Lenice said one of the most impressive
things about Joy was something she and
others discovered when asking members
what drew them to our church in the very
beginning.
She said, ”I can’t tell you how many
couples said ‘Joy Bedford is the reason we
chose this church!’ They would tell session about visiting the church with their
kids, little or teens, and the kids automatically were drawn to Joy. It was like the
parents didn’t have a choice once the kids
met Joy. She has been such an enthusiastic educator and planner for the Christian
Education ministry of this church and she
will be difficult to replace!”
LOGOS began in 1989 and by the time
Joy joined the church in 1993, Cathy said,
“It became very apparent that we needed
some help with the younger children (now
the Sonshine Kids), children of the volunteers. I don’t remember what we had in
place before Joy came to us but I remember it didn’t work very well.”
As LOGOS Director, Cathy said she
“hired” Joy. “I say ‘hired’ because it seemed
to just happen. One minute she wasn’t
there and the next she was! Before Joy it
had simply been a babysitting situation,
and she turned it into a learning setting.
What a blessing for the children—and also
(continued on page 13)

Katy and Joy Bedford on an
Easter Sunday.
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Memories & joy
(continued from previous page)

“I am most happy
when I see our people
together as family—
working, playing and
worshiping with each
other. Sometimes,
during worship, I get
very quiet and just
listen to the Lord’s
Prayer as it is being
said by all: Those
moments fill my soul.
It is the same feeling I
get when I walk into
LOGOS dinner and
just stand back and
watch all the talking
and sharing going on
at each table, or when
you’re teaching a class
and all of sudden you
can see in their eyes
that they get it—they
really do understand
what you’re teaching.”
—JOY BEDFORD

In August 2013 Katy
Bedford was honored at a
church reception that
included a scholarship
presentation as she left to
enter Princeton Theological
Seminary. She graduated in
2016. With Katy are Pastor
Mike and her parents, Joy
and Robert Bedford.

them how to love like Jesus taught us to
love. One of the neatest things that happens for me is at times like Easter or Christmas, or other times throughout the year,
those kids who have gone off to college
walk in the door at church and see my face.
You can just see this all over their faces:
‘I’ve come home. This is my home.’ I am so
glad we’ve been able to provide that.”
Memories that stand out for her have
come during the annual church retreat,
which started in 2002 with her overseeing
its planning and execution. “I always do
the children’s programming and the first
night we have a prayer time to close out
our session. They have to be quiet for one
minute. They can’t make any noise as they
listen for the sounds of God. What is so
rewarding is after a minute is up, they go,
‘Oh, Miss Joy, can we do it again?’”
She added, “Over 20 years, the prayers
of the children are, for the most part, beautiful gifts to God and all of us. I wish I had
recordings of them. Our church family and
their parents would be amazed at the depth
and the spirit of these children.”
The church retreat is probably the biggest event and perhaps the greatest accomplishment she tackled, along with Pastor
Mike. When Mike hired Joy, he told her he
wanted an all-church retreat. “I said, ‘Okay,
for real. I don’t know anything about retreats.’ I had never been to one. I think it’s
a wonderful time for our church family to
be together. Right now, we’re not sure
about this year’s retreat, but we will see as
it gets closer to September.”

Keeping the LOGOS program strong
over the years is something she also takes
pride in. “Watching that program stay
strong, and to see what it has meant to
our families, has been very important to
me.” She is also proud of the leaders of the
four adult Sunday School classes and two
midweek classes—and that the classes remain strong. “That is not always the case
in other churches. I’m just so proud of
them. There have been so many amazing
teachers of adults and children over the
years. Our children, youth and adults
have been blessed by their presence. I have
learned so much from each one, and many
became not only friends but mentors as I
grew into my job.”
As Joy leaves her position at FPC, she
will devote more time to family, knowing
that sometimes over the years, her duties
at church sometimes meant she wasn’t always there when family needed her.
Before leaving on a vacation to Colorado in July, her husband Robert had
emergency surgery to implant four stents
in his heart to clear veins with 80% and
90% blockage. “I was really lucky to keep
that man. Thank God and modern medicine. He is just doing fantastic,” Joy said.
A few days later, in the same week, the
Bedfords were on their way to Colorado.
The Bedfords’ son Robby, who was 6
months old when they joined the church
in 1993, his wife Gabrielle, and their two
daughters, Sophie, 3, and Presley, four
months, have been living with Joy and
Robert in Georgetown as their family feels
the effects of job loss in a coronavirus
economy.
Daughter Katy lives in Austin and is
completing a chaplain residency at Seton
Hospital. She is looking for a chaplain position and hopes to be ordained to that
ministry by Mission Presbytery. She was
four when the Bedfords joined FPC.
Joy is living in Burnet with her 97-yearold mother in law, who has lost all of her
short-term memory. Joy is replacing a paid
caregiver who had been staying at night.
“We promised her that we would keep her
in her home. She needs someone with her,
and it’s easier for me to do that. Robert
may move here, too, and commute to work,
but he hasn’t decided yet,” Joy said. Until
she leaves her position, Joy said she plans
to spend Wednesday and Friday at work
at FPC and working remotely from Burnet the rest of the week.
—Marty Curtis

7

COMPASSIONATE CARE MINISTRY

Points from Parish Nurse Penny
A Gift of Time, the nonprofit working to
provide an adult day care center in
Georgetown, is collaborating with the
Alzheimer’s Association to offer virtual
caregiver support meetings for those who
are supporting a person with mild to severe memory problems. All participants
must register for the support group meetings or education classes by calling the
Alzheimer’s help-line, 800-272-3900.
Virtual meeting times during the
month are 10 - 11 a.m. on these days:
 1st Tuesday—All Female
 2nd Tuesday—All Male
 3rd Tuesday—Adult Children with a Parent Living with Memory Loss
 (New at 6:30 p.m.) 1st & 3rd Thursday—
Evening general support group
Have you recently been diagnosed with
mild memory loss? Are you wondering
what to do now? On Saturday, August
15, Teresa Shapiro of the Rainey & Rainey
Law Firm will offer information about
what kind of conversations to have with
your family, how to protect your assets,
etc. Register for this free call by emailing
Education@AGiftofTimeGeorgetown.org.

Penny Leone, RN
Parish Nurse
penny@fpcgeorgetown.org

Virtual Senior
Seminar Aug. 20

“A Caregiver’s Guide to Coping with Stress and
Burnout” at www.caring.com
Are you looking for expert guidance on
all things “senior”? Try looking at at this
web page, www.caring.com. Click on “Expert Guidance.” While it is a for-profit
website, it also offers a wealth of free information. Some of the headings are “A
Beginner’s Guide to Medicaid,” “A Caregiver’s Guide to Coping with Stress and
Burnout,” “Medicare” (with tabs for Part
A, B, C and D), “The Best Tablets (Electronic) for Seniors,” “Tough Conversations with Aging Loved Ones” and “The
Best Hearing Aids for Seniors.” In total, I
counted 52 different topics! Call your Parish Nurse Penny if you need help Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Music therapy program rescheduled for August
Music therapist Nancy Robohn, FPC member and elder, will talk
about the powerful healing effect of this therapy at 7 p.m. Monday, August 17, via Zoom. Everyone is invited to participate in
this program sponsored by the Stephen Ministry. The Zoom link
is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83000431169?pwd=dUE1am
FaNTdVeC80UHRSMUoxRXFFQT09
Music therapists use music to address physical, emotional,
cognitive and social needs of individuals. Nancy plays the harp
in her therapy sessions.
She was scheduled to present this program in March but it
was canceled when the church suspended in-person gatherings
because of the coronavirus pandemic.
Nancy holds degrees in music education and music therapy
and did an internship in music therapy at San Antonio State Hospital, later working
there as a registered music therapist after being board-certified. She also was choir director at a Presbyterian church in Emporia, Kansas. She is an elder on Worship Committee and a Stephen Minister. She also sings with the Sanctuary and Chancel Choirs.

“Probates, Wills and Trusts:
What You NEED to Know”
is the next topic of Senior
Seminar, still virtual and
going strong. It is set for
Thursday, August 20, at 10
a,m. The purpose is to
equip, educate and inspire
seniors to make informed
choices. Register at Seniors
LivingSmarter.com/seminar,
or call 512-818-0988 to be
invited to the Zoom webinar.

Update
from
ODTAP
Unfortunately, the outlook
for returning to in-person
worship has not improved.
However, we are making
progress in identifying the
supplies that will be needed
when we do. One thing that
is allowed now: outdoor
gatherings limited to 10
participants with masks.
We are looking at additional
worship services in the
cemetery once the temperatures start dropping.
Family-only funeral
services with video livestreaming are being considered.
—Karen Rayburn, Chair
“Open the Doors and
There’s All the People”
task force of the Safety &
Security Committee
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Members of First Presbyterian Church’s First Bells
handbell choir, directed by
Susan Isenhour, which
performed for the July 12
service, are: top, from left,
Joan Lawrence, Beverly
Jones, Monica Koenig,
Celeste Frost and Zach
Howell; and bottom,
Virginia Reid, Carolyn
Pursley, Tricia Osborne,
Joel Lawrence and Kathy
Jones.

Finding a way...
To make music for worship during COVID-19 crisis
Susan Isenhour had just settled into
her new role as FPC Handbell Choir
Director when she was hired March
1 as the new Associate Music Director. Two weeks later, the coronavirus
pandemic put a stop to in-person
worship and choir and handbell rehearsals and performances.
When that happened, Susan began thinking of a way to record a
handbell piece and include it as a
video in the Sunday livestream of
worship.
Those of us who saw and listened
to the First Bells’ performance of “Let
There Be Peace on Earth,” during
the offertory on July 12, had no idea
how much time was invested in
preparation for recoding and producing an audio and video tape of
it. Susan estimates it took about 40
hours of her and Music Director
Philip Smith’s time from conception
to final product. Susan said, “We
were thrilled with the final video, and
I know the ringers were so happy
and blessed to contribute to the
music offerings that we share in our
livestreamed worship.”
The project began in early June
when Susan found an arrangement
of a well known favorite, “Let There
Be Peace on Earth,” which would

work with ringers being recorded
separately.
Philip began producing a “guide
track” to help the individual ringers
in counting and give them recorded
instructions before, during and after the piece.
Susan proposed the project and
a timeline, June 21 to July 1, to the
10 First Bells members. “To my surprise and delight, all of them were
enthusiastic, willing and available to
meet me for a recording time.”
She explained, “I emailed the
sheet music and guide track to each
ringer to study at home. They
marked their music for the particular bells they ring, so they could
study or practice with wooden
spoons while listening to the guide
track. Each ringer scheduled a onehour block to meet me at church for
their individual recording session.
There were 10 ringers to record, so
this took the better part of a week.”
When the ringers arrived at the
church, individually, at their appointed times, they retrieved their
handbells, set up their music and
practiced for 10-20 minutes. “Then
the recording session began,” Susan
said. “There was a handbell table and

music stand set up in the chancel of
the Sanctuary, with two cameras to
record the sessions. Each ringer
played his or her part three to four
times to make sure we had a good
take.”
Susan listened to each recording
to choose and download the best
from each ringer, and also downloaded the audio. She sent the 10
audio recordings to Philip to mix
them into one combined audio recording.
While he worked on audio, Susan compiled the video to be shown
over the livestream, with software
she and Philip use for creating and
editing videos for worship. “I needed
to get them all in the timeline so they
were perfectly ‘in-sync’ with the start
of the downbeat of the music. Next,
I sized and arranged them to fit onto
the screen at the same time, added
the master audio track from Philip,
and played through it.”
The First Ringers’ performance is
an example of how Philip and Susan continue to think of ways that
music and opportunities for musical involvement can be part of our
livestream worship through quality
audio and video recordings.
—Marty Curtis

Joy, husband
Robert and
granddaughter
Sophie Bedford
on Easter
Sunday.

She’s given us many memories and joy

T

he coronavirus pandemic might not
be the biggest challenge she has faced
in her 20 years as Education Director. It’s the longest lasting challenge but,
says Joy Bedford, there have been others,
such as sometimes not being able to find
enough Sunday School teachers. The biggest challenge for now, she thinks, is “not
having all the answers, trying to figure
out how to deliver an education program
when we can’t be together in church because of COVID-19. I thought I had seen
just about every problem we could possibly encounter, and then this happened.”
The much loved woman who has
touched the lives of children and families
here since 1993, and as Education Director since 2000, began packing up her office in late July but will stay on staff until
a replacement is hired. “I know God has
that person out there.”
Joy said the time is right for someone
younger and with more energy, and more
technological skills and experience, to take
her place. “There is so much technology
out there and I don’t know how to use
it.” She said she has been trying to learn,
going to other churches’ web pages and
seeing what they are offering.
When former Pastor Mike Roberts
asked if Joy would consider being the Education Director she had no idea what that

meant. “I was honored that he trusted
me to do the job. Over the years the job
has changed and many of the faces have
changed, but the purpose—to teach and
help others teach about the love of Jesus
Christ—has remained the same. I am so
glad Mike saw something in me that I did
not know was there and guided me along
the way. It has been an honor and privilege to work for and with this church
family. I truly love these people.”
During this pandemic, Joy is saddened
by the fact that she can’t stay in touch
with the children she has loved and
shepherded since they don’t have phones.
“But when I do get to talk to a child or a
family, or anyone in the church, there is
still very much a sense of connection, that
we’re in this together and we’re still family.”
Looking back over the past two decades, Joy is emotional and cries when she
talks about what has brought her the
most joy: “knowing the children, their
families and church members. Being part
of their lives has been such a reward and
to be there for them if they needed me.
Seeing the kids’ faces year after year is the
thing that keeps me going. Seeing them
go out into the world, it lets me know
their parents and this congregation are
doing the right thing. We’re teaching
(continued on next page)
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Pastor Bobby said, “Joy
has served with such
energy, creativity and
love for 20 years, and
our congregation has
been the recipients of
her gifts. Countless are
the ways she has
served, encouraged, led
and equipped, all
while also rejoicing in
our joys and mourning
alongside us in our
sorrows.”
He calls it “a
challenging time for
the church to be
hiring,” and for
candidates to be
interviewing. “We
truly believe that as
hard as this is, it is also
God’s timing, and God
will lead the right
person to this
opportunity to love
and shepherd our
disciples of every age
into God’s future.”
He asked for prayers:
“specifically for Joy
and her family, the
congregation, the
search process itself,
and the person God is
calling to serve in this
position. I am confident
God hears our prayers
and can and will do
more than we could
ever ask or imagine.”
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Members of First Presbyterian Church’s First Bells
handbell choir, directed by
Susan Isenhour, which
performed for the July 12
service, are: top, from left,
Joan Lawrence, Beverly
Jones, Monica Koenig,
Celeste Frost and Zach
Howell; and bottom,
Virginia Reid, Carolyn
Pursley, Tricia Osborne,
Joel Lawrence and Kathy
Jones.

Finding a way...
To make music for worship during COVID-19 crisis
Susan Isenhour had just settled into
her new role as FPC Handbell Choir
Director when she was hired March
1 as the new Associate Music Director. Two weeks later, the coronavirus
pandemic put a stop to in-person
worship and choir and handbell rehearsals and performances.
When that happened, Susan began thinking of a way to record a
handbell piece and include it as a
video in the Sunday livestream of
worship.
Those of us who saw and listened
to the First Bells’ performance of “Let
There Be Peace on Earth,” during
the offertory on July 12, had no idea
how much time was invested in
preparation for recoding and producing an audio and video tape of
it. Susan estimates it took about 40
hours of her and Music Director
Philip Smith’s time from conception
to final product. Susan said, “We
were thrilled with the final video, and
I know the ringers were so happy
and blessed to contribute to the
music offerings that we share in our
livestreamed worship.”
The project began in early June
when Susan found an arrangement
of a well known favorite, “Let There
Be Peace on Earth,” which would

work with ringers being recorded
separately.
Philip began producing a “guide
track” to help the individual ringers
in counting and give them recorded
instructions before, during and after the piece.
Susan proposed the project and
a timeline, June 21 to July 1, to the
10 First Bells members. “To my surprise and delight, all of them were
enthusiastic, willing and available to
meet me for a recording time.”
She explained, “I emailed the
sheet music and guide track to each
ringer to study at home. They
marked their music for the particular bells they ring, so they could
study or practice with wooden
spoons while listening to the guide
track. Each ringer scheduled a onehour block to meet me at church for
their individual recording session.
There were 10 ringers to record, so
this took the better part of a week.”
When the ringers arrived at the
church, individually, at their appointed times, they retrieved their
handbells, set up their music and
practiced for 10-20 minutes. “Then
the recording session began,” Susan
said. “There was a handbell table and

music stand set up in the chancel of
the Sanctuary, with two cameras to
record the sessions. Each ringer
played his or her part three to four
times to make sure we had a good
take.”
Susan listened to each recording
to choose and download the best
from each ringer, and also downloaded the audio. She sent the 10
audio recordings to Philip to mix
them into one combined audio recording.
While he worked on audio, Susan compiled the video to be shown
over the livestream, with software
she and Philip use for creating and
editing videos for worship. “I needed
to get them all in the timeline so they
were perfectly ‘in-sync’ with the start
of the downbeat of the music. Next,
I sized and arranged them to fit onto
the screen at the same time, added
the master audio track from Philip,
and played through it.”
The First Ringers’ performance is
an example of how Philip and Susan continue to think of ways that
music and opportunities for musical involvement can be part of our
livestream worship through quality
audio and video recordings.
—Marty Curtis

Joy, husband
Robert and
granddaughter
Sophie Bedford
on Easter
Sunday.

She’s given us many memories and joy

T

he coronavirus pandemic might not
be the biggest challenge she has faced
in her 20 years as Education Director. It’s the longest lasting challenge but,
says Joy Bedford, there have been others,
such as sometimes not being able to find
enough Sunday School teachers. The biggest challenge for now, she thinks, is “not
having all the answers, trying to figure
out how to deliver an education program
when we can’t be together in church because of COVID-19. I thought I had seen
just about every problem we could possibly encounter, and then this happened.”
The much loved woman who has
touched the lives of children and families
here since 1993, and as Education Director since 2000, began packing up her office in late July but will stay on staff until
a replacement is hired. “I know God has
that person out there.”
Joy said the time is right for someone
younger and with more energy, and more
technological skills and experience, to take
her place. “There is so much technology
out there and I don’t know how to use
it.” She said she has been trying to learn,
going to other churches’ web pages and
seeing what they are offering.
When former Pastor Mike Roberts
asked if Joy would consider being the Education Director she had no idea what that

meant. “I was honored that he trusted
me to do the job. Over the years the job
has changed and many of the faces have
changed, but the purpose—to teach and
help others teach about the love of Jesus
Christ—has remained the same. I am so
glad Mike saw something in me that I did
not know was there and guided me along
the way. It has been an honor and privilege to work for and with this church
family. I truly love these people.”
During this pandemic, Joy is saddened
by the fact that she can’t stay in touch
with the children she has loved and
shepherded since they don’t have phones.
“But when I do get to talk to a child or a
family, or anyone in the church, there is
still very much a sense of connection, that
we’re in this together and we’re still family.”
Looking back over the past two decades, Joy is emotional and cries when she
talks about what has brought her the
most joy: “knowing the children, their
families and church members. Being part
of their lives has been such a reward and
to be there for them if they needed me.
Seeing the kids’ faces year after year is the
thing that keeps me going. Seeing them
go out into the world, it lets me know
their parents and this congregation are
doing the right thing. We’re teaching
(continued on next page)
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Pastor Bobby said, “Joy
has served with such
energy, creativity and
love for 20 years, and
our congregation has
been the recipients of
her gifts. Countless are
the ways she has
served, encouraged, led
and equipped, all
while also rejoicing in
our joys and mourning
alongside us in our
sorrows.”
He calls it “a
challenging time for
the church to be
hiring,” and for
candidates to be
interviewing. “We
truly believe that as
hard as this is, it is also
God’s timing, and God
will lead the right
person to this
opportunity to love
and shepherd our
disciples of every age
into God’s future.”
He asked for prayers:
“specifically for Joy
and her family, the
congregation, the
search process itself,
and the person God is
calling to serve in this
position. I am confident
God hears our prayers
and can and will do
more than we could
ever ask or imagine.”
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Memories & joy
(continued from previous page)

“I am most happy
when I see our people
together as family—
working, playing and
worshiping with each
other. Sometimes,
during worship, I get
very quiet and just
listen to the Lord’s
Prayer as it is being
said by all: Those
moments fill my soul.
It is the same feeling I
get when I walk into
LOGOS dinner and
just stand back and
watch all the talking
and sharing going on
at each table, or when
you’re teaching a class
and all of sudden you
can see in their eyes
that they get it—they
really do understand
what you’re teaching.”
—JOY BEDFORD

In August 2013 Katy
Bedford was honored at a
church reception that
included a scholarship
presentation as she left to
enter Princeton Theological
Seminary. She graduated in
2016. With Katy are Pastor
Mike and her parents, Joy
and Robert Bedford.

them how to love like Jesus taught us to
love. One of the neatest things that happens for me is at times like Easter or Christmas, or other times throughout the year,
those kids who have gone off to college
walk in the door at church and see my face.
You can just see this all over their faces:
‘I’ve come home. This is my home.’ I am so
glad we’ve been able to provide that.”
Memories that stand out for her have
come during the annual church retreat,
which started in 2002 with her overseeing
its planning and execution. “I always do
the children’s programming and the first
night we have a prayer time to close out
our session. They have to be quiet for one
minute. They can’t make any noise as they
listen for the sounds of God. What is so
rewarding is after a minute is up, they go,
‘Oh, Miss Joy, can we do it again?’”
She added, “Over 20 years, the prayers
of the children are, for the most part, beautiful gifts to God and all of us. I wish I had
recordings of them. Our church family and
their parents would be amazed at the depth
and the spirit of these children.”
The church retreat is probably the biggest event and perhaps the greatest accomplishment she tackled, along with Pastor
Mike. When Mike hired Joy, he told her he
wanted an all-church retreat. “I said, ‘Okay,
for real. I don’t know anything about retreats.’ I had never been to one. I think it’s
a wonderful time for our church family to
be together. Right now, we’re not sure
about this year’s retreat, but we will see as
it gets closer to September.”

Keeping the LOGOS program strong
over the years is something she also takes
pride in. “Watching that program stay
strong, and to see what it has meant to
our families, has been very important to
me.” She is also proud of the leaders of the
four adult Sunday School classes and two
midweek classes—and that the classes remain strong. “That is not always the case
in other churches. I’m just so proud of
them. There have been so many amazing
teachers of adults and children over the
years. Our children, youth and adults
have been blessed by their presence. I have
learned so much from each one, and many
became not only friends but mentors as I
grew into my job.”
As Joy leaves her position at FPC, she
will devote more time to family, knowing
that sometimes over the years, her duties
at church sometimes meant she wasn’t always there when family needed her.
Before leaving on a vacation to Colorado in July, her husband Robert had
emergency surgery to implant four stents
in his heart to clear veins with 80% and
90% blockage. “I was really lucky to keep
that man. Thank God and modern medicine. He is just doing fantastic,” Joy said.
A few days later, in the same week, the
Bedfords were on their way to Colorado.
The Bedfords’ son Robby, who was 6
months old when they joined the church
in 1993, his wife Gabrielle, and their two
daughters, Sophie, 3, and Presley, four
months, have been living with Joy and
Robert in Georgetown as their family feels
the effects of job loss in a coronavirus
economy.
Daughter Katy lives in Austin and is
completing a chaplain residency at Seton
Hospital. She is looking for a chaplain position and hopes to be ordained to that
ministry by Mission Presbytery. She was
four when the Bedfords joined FPC.
Joy is living in Burnet with her 97-yearold mother in law, who has lost all of her
short-term memory. Joy is replacing a paid
caregiver who had been staying at night.
“We promised her that we would keep her
in her home. She needs someone with her,
and it’s easier for me to do that. Robert
may move here, too, and commute to work,
but he hasn’t decided yet,” Joy said. Until
she leaves her position, Joy said she plans
to spend Wednesday and Friday at work
at FPC and working remotely from Burnet the rest of the week.
—Marty Curtis
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Points from Parish Nurse Penny
A Gift of Time, the nonprofit working to
provide an adult day care center in
Georgetown, is collaborating with the
Alzheimer’s Association to offer virtual
caregiver support meetings for those who
are supporting a person with mild to severe memory problems. All participants
must register for the support group meetings or education classes by calling the
Alzheimer’s help-line, 800-272-3900.
Virtual meeting times during the
month are 10 - 11 a.m. on these days:
 1st Tuesday—All Female
 2nd Tuesday—All Male
 3rd Tuesday—Adult Children with a Parent Living with Memory Loss
 (New at 6:30 p.m.) 1st & 3rd Thursday—
Evening general support group
Have you recently been diagnosed with
mild memory loss? Are you wondering
what to do now? On Saturday, August
15, Teresa Shapiro of the Rainey & Rainey
Law Firm will offer information about
what kind of conversations to have with
your family, how to protect your assets,
etc. Register for this free call by emailing
Education@AGiftofTimeGeorgetown.org.

Penny Leone, RN
Parish Nurse
penny@fpcgeorgetown.org

Virtual Senior
Seminar Aug. 20

“A Caregiver’s Guide to Coping with Stress and
Burnout” at www.caring.com
Are you looking for expert guidance on
all things “senior”? Try looking at at this
web page, www.caring.com. Click on “Expert Guidance.” While it is a for-profit
website, it also offers a wealth of free information. Some of the headings are “A
Beginner’s Guide to Medicaid,” “A Caregiver’s Guide to Coping with Stress and
Burnout,” “Medicare” (with tabs for Part
A, B, C and D), “The Best Tablets (Electronic) for Seniors,” “Tough Conversations with Aging Loved Ones” and “The
Best Hearing Aids for Seniors.” In total, I
counted 52 different topics! Call your Parish Nurse Penny if you need help Monday - Thursday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Music therapy program rescheduled for August
Music therapist Nancy Robohn, FPC member and elder, will talk
about the powerful healing effect of this therapy at 7 p.m. Monday, August 17, via Zoom. Everyone is invited to participate in
this program sponsored by the Stephen Ministry. The Zoom link
is https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83000431169?pwd=dUE1am
FaNTdVeC80UHRSMUoxRXFFQT09
Music therapists use music to address physical, emotional,
cognitive and social needs of individuals. Nancy plays the harp
in her therapy sessions.
She was scheduled to present this program in March but it
was canceled when the church suspended in-person gatherings
because of the coronavirus pandemic.
Nancy holds degrees in music education and music therapy
and did an internship in music therapy at San Antonio State Hospital, later working
there as a registered music therapist after being board-certified. She also was choir director at a Presbyterian church in Emporia, Kansas. She is an elder on Worship Committee and a Stephen Minister. She also sings with the Sanctuary and Chancel Choirs.

“Probates, Wills and Trusts:
What You NEED to Know”
is the next topic of Senior
Seminar, still virtual and
going strong. It is set for
Thursday, August 20, at 10
a,m. The purpose is to
equip, educate and inspire
seniors to make informed
choices. Register at Seniors
LivingSmarter.com/seminar,
or call 512-818-0988 to be
invited to the Zoom webinar.

Update
from
ODTAP
Unfortunately, the outlook
for returning to in-person
worship has not improved.
However, we are making
progress in identifying the
supplies that will be needed
when we do. One thing that
is allowed now: outdoor
gatherings limited to 10
participants with masks.
We are looking at additional
worship services in the
cemetery once the temperatures start dropping.
Family-only funeral
services with video livestreaming are being considered.
—Karen Rayburn, Chair
“Open the Doors and
There’s All the People”
task force of the Safety &
Security Committee
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Help the Wehmeyers
support families
in Yucatan
Don Wehmeyer, whose
missionary ministry was
featured in the July issue of
First Word, wrote in his
recent newsletter about his
church providing care
packages for 30 needy
families in Yucatan.
This has stretched his
small congregation’s
budget, and he would
welcome our help over and
above the support we give
from the mission budget.
If you would like to help,
send your check to the
Church Office with “DW
Meals for Mission” on the
“For” line. The church will
send the money to Antioch
Partners so it can be
converted to pesos before
sending to the Wehmeyers.
The Wehmeyers were
inadvertently left out of the
church budget in 2019 and
2020 in the mistaken belief
they had retired. Plans are
to include them again in the
2021 mission budget. Last
December, FPC approved
money from our Texas
Presbyterian Foundation
mission funds to be sent for
support in 2019 and 2020.

Be a CASA superhero
at a 5K and kids 1K
Want to be a superhero for children
who’ve been abused and/or neglected? You
can by taking part in a virtual CASA of
Williamson County Superhero 5K and
kids 1K run/walk, costume contest and
fundraiser.
CASA, Court Appointed Special Advocates, supports abused and neglected
children by empowering community volunteers to advocate for them in finding
loving, safe and permanent homes. For
more information about the event, go
to www.casasuperherorun.com.
CASA of Williamson County, supported by FPC’s mission budget, began in
2009 at the request of local judges who
were hearing court cases involving children in the county who were in foster
care, most having experienced abuse and/
or neglect that endangered their well being. The judges’ caseloads were growing,
and several of the judges had worked with
CASA programs in other counties.
Advocates trained by CASA staff, and
appointed to cases by judges, provide the

Williamson County, Texas

court with a complete and clear image of
children’s needs and what is in the best
interest of each child. The volunteer advocate becomes an extra set of eyes and
ears for the judge and often is the most
stable and consistent person in the child’s
life, navigating the court and foster care
systems with the goal of ensuring the
child’s placement in a safe, permanent
home as quickly as possible.
Last year, 282 children ages four days
to 21 years were served by 136 trained advocates. If you would like to advocate for
the most vulnerable of our population,
contact CASA of Williamson County,
www.casawilco.org or 512-868-2822. You
can get information on dates of virtual
gatherings and training sessions and find
out about other needs of the organization.
—Angie Harris

Changes in programs in response to COVID-19
There are many changes at The Caring
Place in response to the current pandemic,
but food programs remain open to neighbors in need. Please do not leave food items
at the church because the organization is not accepting nonperishable food now.
The food being handed out
comes from the Central Texas
Food Bank in Austin, available at minimum cost to The
Caring Place. Most staff and
volunteers are not working at
present; a small staff is keeping it open.
Hours for drive-through food distribution are 10 a.m. to noon Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday, and for Fresh Food
for Families 9-10 a.m. Monday. The shops

are open from 12:30-4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday. However, you must make
an appointment an hour in advance at
www.caringplacetx.org/shop to shop at
Second Helping.
To drop off items for sale,
bring them in a bag or box,
unload them on a cart
provided since limited help
is available. A receipt is on
the counter at drop off.
You can get up-to-date
information about what’s
happening on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/thecaringplace/, or the web page,
www.caringplacetx. org/. Or you can call
512-943-0700.
Thanks again, friends. —Jenny Carswell

Top left: Joy has help with a skit during Vacation Bible School; middle,Theresa McKenna in the church kitchen; and Lenice Smithwick
and Cathy Ramsey being honored as they stepped down as Sunday School Education Director and LOGOS Director in 1996.

These women have long associations
with Joy in Sunday School, LOGOS

T

hree women have long associations
with Joy Bedford, dating to before
she became our Education Director.
Long-time Sunday School teacher
Lenice Smithwick was staff Sunday Education Director, recruiting teachers and ordering curriculum materials for adult and
children Sunday School classes. Cathy
Ramsey was staff LOGOS Director. And
Theresa McKenna was a volunteer LOGOS
table parent from 1993 to 1995, when she
became the church’s Kitchen Ministry Coordinator, feeding LOGOS kids Wednesday nights with cook teams.
When both Lenice and Cathy stepped
down in June 1996, Joy assumed their
responsbilities, becoming Sunday School
Superintendent and LOGOS Co-director
(serving with on-site directors Linda Seals
and Anne Cameron). Those two roles
developed into duties of Education Director, and Joy was hired for the job in August 2020.
As a children’s teacher, Lenice had incorporated a Seder meal for her pupils in
her class each year. She taught classes for
1st through 6th grade for years.
“I was so impressed with how Joy
wanted to hold on to the traditions we had
developed through the years,” Lenice said.
“For years after I quit teaching, she continued the Seder meal tradition, even using the same script I had typed on my IBM
Selectric typewriter! We just ran off more
copies.” Lenice had started the meal in her
5th-6th grade class and then it was expanded

to include 3 rd -4 th and 7 th -12 th grade
classes. ”We had some big crowds, and the
children always looked forward to it, and
I think they learned a lot.”
Lenice said one of the most impressive
things about Joy was something she and
others discovered when asking members
what drew them to our church in the very
beginning.
She said, ”I can’t tell you how many
couples said ‘Joy Bedford is the reason we
chose this church!’ They would tell session about visiting the church with their
kids, little or teens, and the kids automatically were drawn to Joy. It was like the
parents didn’t have a choice once the kids
met Joy. She has been such an enthusiastic educator and planner for the Christian
Education ministry of this church and she
will be difficult to replace!”
LOGOS began in 1989 and by the time
Joy joined the church in 1993, Cathy said,
“It became very apparent that we needed
some help with the younger children (now
the Sonshine Kids), children of the volunteers. I don’t remember what we had in
place before Joy came to us but I remember it didn’t work very well.”
As LOGOS Director, Cathy said she
“hired” Joy. “I say ‘hired’ because it seemed
to just happen. One minute she wasn’t
there and the next she was! Before Joy it
had simply been a babysitting situation,
and she turned it into a learning setting.
What a blessing for the children—and also
(continued on page 13)

Katy and Joy Bedford on an
Easter Sunday.
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Looking back at 20-plus years of Joy

A familiar sight:
A smiling “Miss Joy”
in the Fellowship Hall
lobby ready to greet
children and their
parents before
Sunday School.

When a young couple, Robert and Joy
Bedford, joined FPC in 1993, transferring
membership from a Presbyterian church
in San Antonio, their daughter Katy was
4 and son Robby six months old. It was
logical that Joy would become immersed
in what the church had to offer babies and
pre-K kids.
The next year, 1994, as the nursery
moved to a new room, Joy was asked to
serve on a nursery committee with three
other women to focus on the needs and
concerns of parents with infants through
18 months of age.
And it didn’t take long for her to become involved with the “pre-LOGOS”
class: children of volunteers and staff who
were too young for LOGOS. In 1996 Joy’s
nursery class held a Birthday Party for
Jesus, an event that continues today at
Christmas. Next she volunteered as an
occasional LOGOS Bible study leader, a
leader for the Children’s Moment and VBS
director. And in February 1996 Joy was
hired as part-time staff Child Care Coordinator, interviewing, hiring and supervising a pool of child care workers for
various church classes and functions.
A search was announced in May 2000
for a full-time Education Director, and
probably to no one’s surprise Joy was hired
almost immediately, effective August 1. Her
duties were broad: general education,
LOGOS, Sunday School for children and
adults, midweek educational opportunities for adults, and helping develop an allchurch retreat (which became a reality in
2002). When her hiring was announced,
Pastor Roberts noted that Joy had already
served the church as Child Care Coordinator, VBS director, Sunday School
teacher and superintendent, and LOGOS
registrar-treasurer and board member

“Selling” Sunday School
If anything, Sunday School for children
and adults has been Joy’s main focus for
many years.
In 2000 she could often be found sitting downstairs during the Sunday
School hour at a table covered by a red
cloth. “Almost everyone asks me what I
am selling. I am selling Sunday School for
everyone. I truly enjoy being a part of our
Sunday School ministry. I know that God

is working in the lives of our teachers,
children, youth and adults.”
Besides recruiting teachers for ongoing children, youth and adult Sunday
School classes, Joy is responsible for lining up a host of teachers and leaders for
both the Sunday morning adult elective
Sunday School class and special adult
evening classes.
As the ongoing Sunday School classes
chose their topics for discussions, Joy’s
imagination is reflected in the lessons, topics and speakers for the adult elective.
Those varied from week to week or month
to month as she signed up faculty from
Austin Seminary, FPC members, outside
speakers, and retired ministers who worship with us to lead the class.
Responding to Joy’s call to lead interesting, relevant and creative topics for discussion were, to mention a few, Mike
Carson, Sam Matthews, Guy & Cynthia
Guidici, Tim & Katherine Kubatzky, Doug
and Judy Bond, Fred Hilgeman, staff members Sarah Hulsey, Penny Leone, Christina Bondesen and Mike Roberts, retired
ministers Bill Poe, Tom Currie and Ken
Peters, and others.

From Buddhism to poetry
The array of lessons included classes
(again, to mention just some) on theology and biblical themes, parables of Jesus,
prophets, our PCUSA confessions, John
Calvin and the Reformation, Islam/Judaism/Buddhism, Lucifer, Christ’s images in
art, psychology and biblical perspectives,
faith and poetry, biblical archaeology, hospitality in the scriptures, Christian perspectives on work and money, the
Screwtape Letters of C.S. Lewis, a biography of God, racism, learning from church
hymns, science and Christianity, history
of Christmas, denominational responses
to Word War I, lessons from American history, a class to prepare for hearing the cantata Elijah performed at our church,
understanding the enneagram system of
nine personality types, and the witness to
the faith by novelists and a poet.
Joy also secured commitments from
leaders such as Bill Stanley, Sturdy
Wanamaker, Cindy Roberts, Courtney Hill
Root, Bill Stanley and Cliff Snyder to lead
evening classes at the church on a wide

YOUTH MINISTRY
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David Lee Hulsey
Youth Director
dl@fpcgeorgetown.org

A prayer request for our youth and ministry
I have a prayer request for our congregation. And I’m confident in asking you all
(church family), because I know of the
many prayers that we have been lifting up
to God during this challenging season.
Whether it is COVID-19, social justice or
families going through hardships, this
church has been in prayer.
And that is why I ask for a prayer for
Youth Ministry. Like many of our church
groups, Youth Ministry is pivoting from
our normal way of doing things this fall,
while still meeting the needs of our youth
and families. We do not have a full picture
of what that looks like, but God has promised to be faithful. We take hope and en-

couragement in His Word, and we look
forward to His providence through this
season.
So please pray for our youth that they
would have a desire to seek the Lord. Pray
for our parents that they would have
confidence in spiritually leading their
children. Pray for our leaders and volunteers that we would allow the Holy Spirit
to creatively work through us as we continue to work in ministry.
“So let’s not get tired of doing what is
good. At just the right time we will reap
a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up.”
—Galatians 6:9, NLT

—David Lee Hulsey

Staying connected as a church—digitally
One of the greatest challenges (I believe)
in our world today is finding ways to connect with each other without having the
ability to physically BE together. The staff
and leadership at FPC are continuing to
try and find creative digital
ways for our members to still
feel that connection during
this time of physical separation. Just to name a few: We
currently offer: Weekly “Virtual Coffee” meetings are being held on
Wednesday morning, some adult Sunday
School classes are being held via Zoom,
Pastor Bobby is leading a “Race, Racism
and the Church” meeting via Zoom
through early August, and Fellowship
Time is being held via Zoom following
worship service on a few Sundays.
The best way to find out about these
opportunities is the weekly church email.
These go out every Friday and give information about the upcoming Sunday worship service, as well as highlighting
mission opportunities, fellowship opportunities, educational resources, Stephen
Ministry events, children and youth activities and much more. If you aren’t receiving these emails, please contact me at
jaime@fpcgeorgetown.org to be added to
the list.

Another great place for information is
our church website, fpcgeorgetown.org.
The “Worship” page on the website is a
great place to find a wide variety of information. We also share quite a bit of information via our social media
outlets. If you use Facebook,
you are invited to join our
“First Pres Georgetown”
Facebook Group. This is a
closed group where updates,
announcements and general church information are shared with our members and
friends. We also have a Twitter account
(@FPC_Georgetown) and an Instagram
page (fpc_georgetown) that you can follow for much of the same information.
You are also invited to subscribe to our
church YouTube channel, where each week
we share the livestream worship service,
church videos and recorded messages from
Pastor Bobby, as well as the LOGOS Live
videos from the spring. Just search First
Presbyterian Church, Georgetown, TX,
and click on the subscribe button.
If you have questions on how to do
any of these, or maybe suggestions of
things you would like to see, please reach
out to me at jaime@fpcgeorgetown.org.
—Jaime Cowan, Communications Director

Alvin Gusman,

one of the six FPC youths
graduating from high school
in May, received a $10,000
scholarship, the first to be
awarded from the Don and
Debra Higginbotham
Foundation. The scholarship
was endowed by the late
Georgetown Judge Don
Higginbotham. The
foundation partnered with
the Rotary Club.
Alvin’s essay for the
scholarship was about his
week-long experience in
2018, as one of several
youth from FPC to make a
mission trip to Memphis,
where they worked in a
homeless shelter and soup
kitchen.
“I had never been to a
homeless shelter,” Alvin
said. “Even though they
were homeless, they had
jobs. They live there. They
have church. A lot of them
eventually work their way
out of it. I was impressed by
how beneficial it is.”
Alvin plans to attend
Texas A&M University this
fall and major in business
and economics.
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Fellowship

Plans for this fall:
Message from Mrs. Joy

Jaime Cowan and Joy Bedford share a royal
LOGOS moment.

Communications will
take up all her time

The annual Horizons
Bible study leader training at the Austin Seminary, by Lynn Miller, will
be online, Saturday, August
22, via Zoom.
The morning session will
be from 9:30 to 11. After a
lunch break, training will be
from 1:00 - 2:30 p.m. The
cost is $25, and you can
register at https://www.
austinseminary.edu/lifelonglearning. Under “Workshops,” click on “Into the
Light: Finding Hope through
Prayers of Lament.”

Once a new Education Director is named
and takes over LOGOS, Jaime Cowan will
devote all of her time to being Communications Director. For the past five years she
has split her time between LOGOS and
Communications Director responsibilities.
Now she will work closely with the pastor and church leadership to manage all
church digital communications.
“Jaime has done a wonderful job as
LOGOS Director these past five years, and
she will ensure that the program remains
strong and vital throughout the transition process,” Pastor Bobby said. He also
noted how much more crucial the communications role has been during this pandemic when we have relied heavily on digital communication, email, social media,
podcasts, web page and YouTube recordings and videos.

FPC Presbyterian Women circle
members gave generously—and what
may be the biggest amount in recent
years—to the annual Birthday Offering:
$695. Last year’s total was $448, and in
2018, less than $300.
The Birthday Offering funds up to five
projects each year, in amounts of $75,000
to $150,000 each. The recipients are selected
before the offering is received, so grant
amounts depend on the gifts received.
Grant recipients this year were projects in
Georgia, Arizona, Minnesota and Davydovo, Russia.

The Education and Nurture Committee,
Mrs. Jaime and Mrs. Joy are making plans
for fall. For our children, we will have Rally
Day August 23, and everyone will receive
their certificates and Bibles. We are also
planning virtual
and Zoom times
for Bible study/
Sunday School
and LOGOS. We
hope you will sign
up your child.
More details soon.
We are watching ODTAP’s numbers, listening to what schools are doing and
prayerfully making decisions that will keep
our children and other members of our
church family safe during this strange season of our lives.
Adult Sunday School classes will continue on Zoom beginning August 30, and
we will send details in the weekly email as
we get closer. When it is safe to be together
indoors we will resume in person classes
but hope to continue Zoom for those who
can’t come to church. Lots of details to be
worked out when that happens.
The Men’s Wednesday Noon Bible
Study will continue its study of Matthew
through August. The
Women’s Wednesday
Noon Bible Study finishes its current study
on August 12 and
then takes a break,
coming back together on Zoom starting
in September.
Please continue to watch our website
for other resources to help you and your
family continue to grow your relationship
with Christ during these days—and don’t
miss our meaningful and sustaining worship on Sunday mornings. My heart aches
to see you all: It helps to know that we are
in this together and that Christ is standing with each one of us, filling us with
what we need to get through each day.
“See” you soon.
—In Christ’s love, Mrs. Joy

range of topics: improving one’s relationship with Jesus, discipleship, parenting,
learning new habits, and discussions of
books.
Bill Stanley recalls that he and wife
Lois came to Georgetown and FPC at
about the same time as
Joy, and he was asked to
be part of the Nurture
Committee. “This allowed me to become
highly aware of our education programs. Joy was
the committee leader.” Bill
had just completed the
Disciples Program at his former church in
Ohio. He later approached Joy and offered
to become a trained facilitator for that program at FPC. “It took us about 15 years
to make this a reality but we did,” he said.

Surveyors Class
At Joy’s suggestion the Stanleys joined the
Surveyors Class and when the class leader
left, “we were concerned about whether
we would continue to exist since he was
such a talented spiritual leader. We have
not only stayed in existence through the
years, we have grown, in both numbers
and spiritual strength,” Bill said.
He credits Joy for guiding the class’s
successful path for the past 20 years. “Her
understanding of the spiritual gifts of our
class members helped her select people to
serve as leaders/facilitators. I don’t think
anyone said no as she started her rebuilding, and our class went from one leader
to a team of four. “I was reluctant to say
yes but I knew it was a calling. Joy added
more people to fill spots as teachers left.
The present team is myself, Gary Nelon,
Phil Smith and Celeste Frost. It has been

a blessing to be a part of the Surveyors
teaching team.” Bill has taken a sabbatical this fall to work through medical issues.
Bill said on many occasions he has
asked Joy to suggest topics for the class.
“At other times she has come to me with
proposed topics that fill our overall goals.”
In addition to Bible study, the evening
classes have included topics such as the
church in America and Georgetown, everyday ideas to build lasting faith in our
kids, parenting teenagers, and cooking/
nutrition/gardening (with the help of the
Williamson County and Cities Health
District).
Wanting to try Sunday morning educational programming in the summer, Joy
in 2019 led several intergenerational Sunday School classes and scheduled a series
of book reviews. Her innovative ideas also
included “cross training” in 2010, an assembly time at the beginning of the Sunday School hour with children as well as
junior and senior high youth. The volunteer education banquet that she started
in 2001 continues to the present.
—Marty Curtis

Three women (continued from page 11)
for me. It became a non-problem, and
I think it was good for her, too. It
gave her an avenue for her talents
and involvement for her own children.”
Cathy and Joy later compared
notes and realized they went to the
same high school in San Antonio.
“She’s a little younger than I am but
during our time there she led a protest over students being required to
stay at school for pep rallies and not
leave campus. It just so happened I

was head cheerleader and in charge
of the pep rallies! We have laughed
about that for years.”
She added, “The Bedfords have
been our friends for what seems like
forever. It will seem strange to walk
into church at 7:30 on a Sunday
morning to prepare communion and
not find her there getting the church
ready. Hers are very big shoes for
someone to fill.”
Theresa said she has been blessed
to know Joy since 1993 and serve to-

Joy helps the children get
ready for a Palm Sunday
processional.

gether on Nurture/Education Committee for 20 years. Joy recruited her
to serve with VBS, LOGOS, the
Birthday Party for Jesus, high school
graduation receptions, all-church
retreats and many other events.
“There was one thing I knew for
sure: I could always count on Joy.
She made time to listen to my concerns and share many pearls of
wisdom. I am especially grateful for
the role she played in Tess’s and
Mary’s lives throughout their time
at FPC and to the present day.”
—Marty Curtis
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It’s a boy for the Hulme-Lippert family!

Ms. Joy makes lasting memories for FPC’s kids
From Tess and Mary McKenna:
Twins Tess and Mary McKenna are
28 years old and were just toddlers
when the Bedfords joined the church
in October 1993 and Ms. Joy became
involved in children’s activities, including Sonshine Kids, a Wednesday
night program during LOGOS for kids
from birth to 4 years of age.
As long as they can remember
“Ms. Joy” was their teacher. They
looked forward to seeing her smiling face at Sunday school, Children’s
Church, Sunshine Kids, LOGOS,
Vacation Bible School and all-church
events like Family Night Suppers and
Christmas Night Together.
“When we were little, she used
to get so excited when she could tell
us apart!” Mary recalled.
“She will always be a role model
for me,” Tess said. “I cannot thank
her enough for the light that she
brought to my childhood memories.
I remember when Ms. Joy told me
the story of Palm Sunday for the
first time. We were in what I believe
is now the Homebuilders’ room before the 11 o’clock worship service,
and she gave the other children and
me palm branches for us to be in the
processional. She has an incredible
gift for telling Bible stories in a way
that engages children, makes them
want to know more, and inspires
them to develop a deeper relationship
with God.”

Mary recalled that Ms. Joy was
always excited to see her, and every
interaction included a hug with an
“I love you.”

“Ms. Joy helped me learn the
Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles Creed
during Confirmation Class and led
the most amazing children’s programs at the annual All-Church Retreat,” Mary said.
Since Mary and Tess were in the
Georgetown High School Eagle Band
with Katy and Robby Bedford, they
had the added bonus of seeing Ms.
Joy at football games and marching
band competitions.
One of Mary’s favorite memories
of Ms. Joy was the presentation of
Bibles to third graders. “Other than
my mother, I had never seen anyone
cry tears of happiness for me. She
treated Tess and me like the stars of

the show every time we performed a
piano duet during a church service
or sang solos during the LOGOS
musicals.” Mary said she loved how
Ms. Joy led the singing of “Happy
Birthday” every year on Christmas
Eve at the birthday party for Jesus.
When the situation with a group
of little ones would start to get chaotic, Ms. Joy could calm and refocus
by encouraging them to sing with
her ‘Jesus Loves Me” or ‘This Little
Light of Mine’. Tess will never forget when they were little how Ms.
Joy “used to say ‘Robby, that’s one!’
when he got into mischief. I admire
the way Ms. Joy has always loved
and cared for her family. I value the
fact that she leads by example. As a
Christian educator, she not only
“talks the talk”; she also “walks the
walk,” said Tess.
Mary considers herself extremely
blessed to have grown up at FPC,
“experiencing countless special moments that were made possible by
Ms. Joy. She is someone I have always admired and looked up to. She
is incredibly generous, loving and
kind. She treats everyone as a child
of God.”
—Marty Curtis
Photo: The 12-year-old McKenna
twins, Mary and Tess, share a hug
with “Ms. Joy” at the 2004 All-Church
Retreat at Mo-Ranch.

He pre-recorded his
sermon and prayers for
July 26 in order to lead
worship even though he
was in Houston.
While Bobby is on
leave, Dr. Ken Peters will
be the emergency pastoral
care contact. Check the
August worship schedule
below for who will be
preaching while our pastor is on leave. When
Jenny Carswell’s son John
preaches from Scotland,
Dr. Peters will preside over
communion.
Pastor Bobby, Michelle and Leo, with the new
addition to their family, Logan Samir, born July
21 in Houston, weighing 5 lbs. 9 oz. and measuring 19 inches.

Paternity leave begins
Pastor Bobby began three-week paternity
leave July 24 as he, wife Michelle and son
Leo headed to Houston to meet their new
family member, son Logan Samir. The family planned to spend the first week or two
of Bobby’s paternity leave in Houston at
the home of Michelle’s parents.

AUGUST WORSHIP
(on YouTube at 11 a.m.)
August 2
Communion
Preaching: Dr. John Carswell
From Cadzow Parish Church
Hamilton, Scotland
August 9
David Lee Hulsey Preaching
August 16, 2020
Preaching: Dr. Bill Pederson
From San Gabriel Presbyterian Church
Congregational Meeting following service
August 23
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
August 30
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
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(continued from previous page)
22 Jacob Pilcher
Steven Robinson
23 Brian Hall
24 Alex Wagner
25 Jamie Arnold
Garrett Herbst
27 Julie Culver
28 Kailyn Bailey
29 James Caskey
31 Bill Caudle
Linda Johnson

Guest preachers in August
You can learn more about John Carswell’s
church in Hamilton, Scotland, at https://
www.cadzowchurch.org.
uk. He was born in Scotland to Jenny and the late
Bob Carswell, who came
to the U.S. when John
was a baby. Forty years
later he went back to Scotland with his wife and six
children and has been
minister at Cadzow since 2009. John was
a minister in the Presbyterian Church
(USA) for 12 years and served congregations in Missouri and Texas before moving to Scotland. He earned a bachelor’s
degree at the University of Texas and a
master’s degree at Austin Seminary. He
holds a doctorate in practical theology
from the University of Glasgow, with a
focus on adult baptism. John plays guitar, flute and bassoon and leads his church
worship band, “J.C. and the Disciples.”
Dr. Bill Pederson is
a native Texan and
holds degrees from
Texas A&M, Austin
Seminary and Pittsburg Theological Seminary. He has pastored
churches in Weatherford and Round Rock
and North Carolina,
and is now pastor of San Gabriel Presbyterian in Georgetown.

Flowers
in Worship/
August
2
9
16
23
30

Nelson Barrett
This could be you!
This could be you!
This could be you!
Dave & Alison Harrison

During this pandemic, when
we are not worshiping in person, the flower arrangements
you are providing continue to
be used by Compassionate
Care staff in our Flower Ministry. The arrangements are
divided into smaller bouquets
and put into bud vases, then
taken to our shut-ins and
members in the hospital. If
you want to take your arrangement home, contact
Christina Bondesen prior
to that Sunday and make
arrangements for someone
to leave it outside or give
you a temporary entry
code.
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Among Our People
ANNIVERSARIES
2
3
4
6
7
8
9
11
13
14
15
18
19
20
23
24
25
26
27
28
30
31

Craig & Ashley Riley
Doug & Jamie Arnold
Marcus & Kayla Collick
Bill & Lois Stanley
Marv & Sandy Hulshizer
Larry & Helen Burk
Tracy Jackson & Jullee Mapes
George & Linette Harwell
Jim & Kaye Bishop
Conley & Cathy Leloux
John & Sue Rose
Guy & Cynthia Guidici
Jay & Jean Allison
Eric & Anne Hoke
Bill & Betty Anne Poe
Hubert & Evelyn Syler
Rick & Shirley Galloway
Jim & Courtney Root
Dustin & Sarah Hammit
Greg & Amy Hunt
Bob & Ramona Kissner
Mark & Ruth DeRuyter
Larry Buchanan & Betsy Hughes
Keith & Sue Renard
John & Elizabeth Decker
Dave & Alison Harrison
Mike & Kathleen Wenzel

BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
6
7
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Barbara Caudle
Mariette Mugford
Riley Spruiell
Jim Briggs
Elizabeth Decker
Susan Bell
Linda Stephenson
Alexandra Crenshaw
Tim Lewis
Bill McKenna
Chuck Helmka
Guy Guidici
Luke Miller
Linda Morgan
John Rose
Thomas Isenhour
Maya Spruiell
Dawn Bookert
Richard Dorr
Paul Gipson
Cassie MacClean
Ben Butler
Sue Renard
Bonnie Stump
Katie Bradford
Tristan Hammit
Faith Baechtel
Jennifer Vara
Emily Littleton
Helen Burk
(continued on next page)

Boldface indicates
a member of
First Presbyterian Church

In the hospital last month: Robert Bedford, Judy Bond and Roger Taylor.
Our sympathy to:
 Freda Ditzler on the death of her daughter, Candi Ditzler, June 30 in California.
 Kathi Davenport and Edna Malone on
the death of Kathi’s aunt and Edna’s sister-in-law, Virginia Crow, July 3 in Round
Rock.
 Florence Gould on the loss of her husband, Barry Gould, April 19. Barry had
been a member of our congregation since
April 2019. Services are planned for a later
date.
Congratulations to:
 Gene & Carolyn Gregory on the birth
of their great-grandson, Bobby Dean
Lewellen, born July 10 in Dallas.
 Timothy & Anna Roberts on the birth
of their daughter, Austin Elizabeth Roberts, born July 14 in Boston. Proud grandparents are Mike & Cindy Roberts and
Ron & Liz Weaver.
 Bobby & Michelle Hulme-Lippert on
the birth of their son, Logan Samir, July 21
in Houston.
 Austin Moreno on his wedding to Jenny
Evans July 25 in Lubbock. Proud parent
is Susan Moreno and proud grandfather,
Fred Hilgeman. Austin will teach and
coach at Southland while Jenny is in her
senior year at Lubbock Christian University.
Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Hammond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandsonin-law; Garrett Herbst; 1 st Staff Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Nicolaas Leloux; Tech.
Sgt. Robert McClanahan, grandson of
Minta McIntosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Colonel Mark Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s
brother; Sgt. 1 st Class Paul Rayburn;
Nicholas Stamos, Larry & Helen Burk’s
grandson; and Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy Hayes.

Called congregational
meeting on Zoom for
Sunday, August 16
Session has called a virtual meeting of the
congregation for Sunday, August 16, following the 11 o’clock worship service. Instructions with the Zoom link and telephone number will be sent with the weekly
e-mail (that has links for the morning’s service) and the packets mailed to members
with no internet service. A quorum of at
least 56 members is required.
There are two motions on the agenda:
election of the 2020 Church Officer Nominating Committee and election of former
pastor, Dr. Michael A. Roberts, as Pastor
Emeritus in gratitude for his 30 years of
service to FPC.
Committee nominees and the areas they
represent are: Ben Nichols, Chair, and
Marty Curtis, Vice Chair, session; Minta
McIntosh, deacons; Jana McCown, trustees; Lenice Smithwick, Presbyterian
Women; Gary Cox, Men's Fellowship;
Tricia Osborne, Music Ministry; to be
named, LOGOS/Youth Ministry; and to be
named, Sunday School.
Session voted in March to bestow the
honorary title on Mike and to present his
nomination to the congregation for a vote.
The honorary position has no pastoral
authority or duties.

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - June 2020
General Operating Fund
Actual

Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

$480,022
$72,493
$552,515

$841,881
$105,180
$947,061

57%
69%
58%

Expenses
Validated Mission
$30,092
$57,593
Local/Other Mission
$13,125
$29,802
Ministry of the Word
$71,324 $148,501
Program/Support Staff $231,767 $468,710
Christian Education
$10,987
$39,350
Music and Worship
$11,804
$21,756
Evangelism/Care
$3,323
$11,115
Property
$44,386
$90,500
Stewardship/Finance
$8,567
$19,700
Other Oper Expenses $15,928
$43,970
Debt Retirement
$48,777
$97,548
TOTAL
$490,080 $1,028,545

52%
44%
48%
49%
28%
54%
30%
49%
43%
36%
50%
48%

Income
Pledges
Other
TOTAL

On Joy: From former pastor Dr. Michael A. Roberts (1988-2018)
I join with you in celebrating the
ministry of Joy Bedford. Her 20 years
of service as Education Director has
made a profound impact upon the
church.
In thinking over these two decades, I remember several strengths of
her unique ministry:
 Her amazing welcome of children
and their parents. Again and again,
year after year, I heard from our families that they were members here because of the welcome and support
they received from Joy.
 Her encouragement of our Sunday School teachers. There has been
an amazing longevity among our
teachers that I attribute to Joy’s encouragement, training and support.
She developed a committed team of

teachers who impacted an entire
generation of children.
 This encouragement extended to
our teachers of adults. Joy has supported, equipped and helped organize adult teachers over two decades.
She also has coordinated all the
teachers who took part in the adult
elective series, including all of the
seminary professors.
 All-Church Retreat. We began
this ministry in 2002, and for the
remainder of her ministry she has
coordinated, motivated and arranged speakers, led the ministry
with children, and planned this
critical ministry.
 Confirmation Class for youth.
For 10 years we taught this class
together, with Joy taking on increas-

“Joy Bedford is why I joined this church”
Joy Bedford is the main reason I decided to join First Presbyterian
Church. We moved to Georgetown
and visited several churches but
hadn’t really found a place to call
home. We visited First Presbyterian
because I had been an active member
at University Presbyterian in Austin
during my college years.
The first time we came, Joy was
there to greet us in the lobby. She
seemed so excited to meet my children, who were still toddlers. We felt
very welcomed but didn’t want to
commit right away. We continued to
sporadically visit other churches but
kept coming back to First Presbyterian. It just felt right.
We started to attend regularly
just before Vacation Bible School.
When we decided to join, I remember stating that it was hard for me to
leave Rachel at VBS that summer for
three hours and not be able to stay
and help out. I had worked in VBS
at other churches. I think it took less
than a week for Joy to call and ask if
I would be willing to help with
LOGOS.

I was asked to be one of the rotating Bible study leaders. That began my true participation in the life
of our church. Joy soon asked me
to join the LOGOS board as Bible
Study Coordinator. I later worked
closely with Tricia Osborne as a
backstage hand for several musicals.
One year, I was at the church
preparing props and costumes for
a LOGOS musical when Joy asked
me to come in her office and sit
down for a chat. She said, “You
know that Jan is retiring and
Cindee is going to take her place,
which means I will no longer have
an Education Administrative Assistant. I want you.”
Joy sought and was granted approval to provide childcare at the
church for the months when my
children were out of school so that
I could come to work part-time at
the church. While it was not something I had planned to do, I am
thankful that God put my name on
Joy’s heart in 2007.
Since then, I have worked
closely with Joy on many projects
as well as the regular programs of

ing responsibility for teaching and
organization. What an important,
nurturing ministry!
Like so many of you, I am most
grateful for Joy’s support and encouragement in my own life and ministry.
She has expressed that same love and
acceptance to my wife Cindy and my
children, Jonathan, Timothy and
Elizabeth.
I think of all the people she has
touched over the years. Her gifts of
encouragement, empathy and compassion have infused life and heart
into the church’s ministry. I join with
all of you in giving thanks for Joy
Bedford.
—Yours in Christ, Mike

FPC. I have served on boards, on task
forces and on staff with Joy for almost
15 years and she has become a good
friend.
Joy has made a deep impression on
my children and my family. Week after week, her smiling face has welcomed an untold number of families
into our church home as though they
were the most important people in the
world. She has always made it her
business to have a relationship with
every child who walks through our
doors.
We will be hard-pressed to find
another Education Director with as
big a heart as Joy’s. That being said, I
am happy for Joy and her family finally to have time for each other. Joy
has given everything to this church—
more than she should have and more
than we deserve.
I am thankful to her for making
my children feel loved in this church.
I am thankful for her leadership and
her thoughtfulness. I am thankful for
her heart and her friendship. I am
thankful that God brought Joy into
my life.
—Christina Bondesen
FPC Office Manager & Former Education Administrative Assistant
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Dear Church Family:

Joy’s first month
as newly hired
Education Director
for First
Presbyterian Church

On August 1, l begin my new role as
Education Director for you and our
church. I cannot begin to tell you how
much your words of encouragement
and support have meant to me. You often overwhelm me with your kindness.
Please continue to offer me your wisdom, ideas, and concerns as we work
together to make our education program
what God wants it to be. I get so excited
about what we as
a family can do for
each other and our
community. We
are blessed with all
the gifts that we
need to accom-

plish God’s work. We have a great team
to guide us through our many tasks: pastors, interns, Nurture Committee, Youth
Ministry directors and teams, Sunday
School teachers, LOGOS Board and
Staff; Kids’ Day Out Director and Board,
and childcare coordinator and childcare
staff. Please keep the team in your
prayers as we begin a new year of education.
NOW—Your job is not only to pray, but
also to be here, and if you have children
or youth, bring them and all of you become a vital part of our education program at First Presbyterian Church.
I can hardly wait for us all to be
learning, playing and working together.
My office hours at the church will be
Monday-Thursday, 8:00-12:00 and 1:003:00.
I will be keeping you in my prayers.

Robert, Joy, Katy
and Robby Bedford
at a church retreat

SUNDAY
26

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH
Bobby on Paternity Leave thru Aug.14

MONDAY
27

2

3

9

10

Communion
Dr. John Carswell Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH
David Lee Hulsey Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

10:30am
11:00am

10:30am
11:00am

11

10:30am
11:00am
6:45 pm

17

23

24

25

30

31

1

Pastor Bobby
11:00am Worship-WCFH

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

Pastoral Care
Staff Meeting

29

8:00am RightPath Health
Screenings

18

10:30am
11:00am
4:30pm
7:00pm
10:30am
11:00am
7:00pm
10:30am
11:00am

Pastoral Care
Staff Meeting

Pastoral Care
Staff Meeting
Executive Comm

Pastoral Care
Staff Planning
Newsletter Deadline
Diaconate
Pastoral Care
Staff Meeting
Session
Pastoral Care
Staff Meeting

FRIDAY

THURSDAY
30

8:00am

RightPath Health
Screenings

31

Church Office
closes at noon
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Pastor Bobby on Leave
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4 Plans for Fall
New Job Description for
Jaime
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Senior Seminar
Stephen Ministry Program

Church Office
closes at noon

Church Office
closes at noon
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August 2020

Mission
6 CASA of Williamson
County
The Caring Place
Support for Wehmeyers

AUGUST
4
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Dr. Bill Pederson Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH
12:00pm Congregational
Meeting

WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY
28

In anticipation, Joy Bedford
Education Director
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Vacation
Bible School
has always
presented an
opportunity
for the little
ones at FPC to
receive lots
of hugs
from Joy.

Joy Bedford to retire after 20 years
With a” full heart,” Joy Bedford notified
the church in June of her retirement as Education Director after 20 years in that position. An effective date has not been set,
pending the naming of her replacement,
according to Pastor Bobby, who said plans
are being made to celebrate and thank Joy
for her long service.
A search committee for a new Education Director has been formed and is already receiving applications for the
position, which has been revised from 30
to 40 hours a week and now includes the
duties of LOGOS Director. Committee
members are Dawn Bookert, Chair, Jaime
Cowan, Gary Nelon, Magen Smith and
Theresa McKenna.
In retiring, Joy cited the needs of her
immediate and extended families and the
fact that “I am not as young as I once was.”
She feels strongly that it’s time for the
church “to have someone with new insights, a new set of skills, plenty of energy
and love to share with this amazing
church family.”

In her letter of resignation, Joy said,
“I will miss being a part of this wonderful, caring, loving staff. I will miss all of
you. I am honored that I have had the
opportunity to know you. I will miss the
children and youth. I will miss learning
and growing under Bobby’s leadership. If
God found Bobby for us, I know there is
an amazing person who will take my job.”
She added, “I say it all the time and it
is so true: This congregation is the best;
they are family. They love deeply; they care
and give from and of their hearts. I am
praying for the one who is called to take
my job. How very blessed they will be to
work for you. Thank you for letting me
work for you and with you all these many
years. Thank you for loving me and my
family so well.”
Joy has moved into the home of her
97-year-old mother-in-law in Burnet to
help take care of her. She reminds the congregation that she will be “only a phone
call away.”
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