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FIRSTWORD

COVID-19, possibly through emis-
sion of aerosols. Outbreaks of the
virus have been attributed to choir
rehearsals or choirs singing in
churches in the U.S. and other coun-
tries.

Philip participated in a webinar
in early May where a panel of music
and medical experts considered the
question: “What Do Science and Data
Say about the Near-Term Future of
Singing?” In a nutshell, the answer:
There’s no safe way for singers to
rehearse together or sing together
until there is a widely available vac-
cine and a 95% effective treatment for
the virus. And it could be two years
before both happen. That message
about church music in the age of
COVID-19 sent shockwaves across
the global music community as a new
reality settled in.

The webinar experts acknowl-
edged that the situation is different
“for every area, every city, every

How church music will be different
because of the coronavirus pandemic
The “Book of Order” of Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) may say it best
when it comes to the role of singing
in worship: “For millennia the people
of God have sung psalms as praise
and prayer to God….To the psalms
the Church has added other hymns,
canticles, and spiritual songs.
Through the ages and from varied
cultures, the Church has developed
many other forms of congregational
song, accompanied by a great array
of instruments. We draw from this
rich repertoire in the Service for the
Lord’s Day, singing glory to God.”

To Presbyterians, lifting our
voices and singing glory to God—
whether by a choir or the congrega-
tion—is as much a part of our
worship experience as the preaching
of the word, the reading of scripture,
saying prayer, confessing our sins,
partaking in communion and giving
our offerings. And to that worship
experience we could add the enjoy-
ment of instrumental music—organ,
piano, handbells and other instru-
ments—that help is in singing glory
to God.

So what we are hearing from ex-
perts—from choral organizations,
scientists and medical professionals—
about the role of singing in the pos-
sible spread of the coronavirus leads
us to ask: What will music and sing-
ing be like when we do return to
worship together?

Philip Smith, FPC Music Direc-
tor, has been warning session’s Wor-
ship Committee for several months
that live choir music will probably
be the last element to return to wor-
ship as we have known it, and for
several reasons.

Since the coronavirus pandemic
hit, the mere act of singing is thought
to contribute to transmission of

(continued on page 12)

Christina Bondesen, Susan Isenhour, John McEntire and Philip Smith
record a hymn for livestream worship.

Race and racism:

Pastor Bobby’s
personal story
Pastor Bobby said he told his sto-
ry June 18—as it relates to race
and racism in our country—
because he recognized “we are
grappling with our call as a church
in a time of profound unrest, par-
ticularly along the lines of racial
injustice.” He adds, “And we hard-
ly know where to begin. Or if we
have begun, we have most likely
been overwhelmed quickly and
perhaps even paralyzed.”

So he offered his story, some-
thing he has never done before. “I
think we learn a great deal about
ourselves when we have to try
and put our story into words.
And so I ask for grace, and also
extend my grace as you may have
questions or comments after this
or in the coming days, or may
have your own stories to share.”

(See page 14 for Bobby’s story)

16 F I R S T   W O R D

“Churchwide Antiracism Policy”
Approved by the PC(USA) 222nd General Assembly,
2016 (excerpts) https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/item/40835/

Racism is the opposite of what God intends for humanity. It is the rejec-
tion of the other, which is entirely contrary to the Word of God incarnate
in Jesus Christ. It is a form of idolatry that elevates human-made hierar-
chies of value over divinely-given free grace.

Because of our biblical understanding of who God is and what God
intends for humanity, the PC(USA) must stand against, speak against,
and work against racism. Antiracist effort is not optional for Christians.
It is an essential aspect of Christian discipleship, without which we fail to
proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.

While recognizing that racism victimizes many different racial ethnic
groups, we acknowledge its unique impact on the African American com-
munity.

The PC(USA), operating today in a culture of brokenness, must speak
clearly about what it means to embrace antiracism as a major part of its
corporate identity….The Confession of 1967, forged in the midst of the
trauma and tragedy of racial strife in the 1950s and 1960s, is a clear and
unequivocal mandate for the church to take decisive action against all
forms of individual prejudice, xenophobia, institutional, systematic, and
structural racism.

The centerpiece of an antiracism ministry is the congregation. This is a
place where moral values can be taught and nurtured. It is also a place
where families can receive support in nurturing values essential for living
in an intercultural society. It is a place where worship and nurture come
together in ways that can transform lives and perpetuate values that will

change both church and society. Congregations are
also strategically placed to effect change in the com-
munity by building bridges of communication across
racial and cultural lines, as they worship together
and learn how to live into a vision of one church in
Jesus Christ. Thus, those working with local con-
gregations, including staff, need to be trained in both
antiracism work and community organizing.

9.44 a. God has created the peoples
of the earth to be one universal
family. In his reconciling love, God
overcomes the barriers between sis-
ters and brothers and breaks down
every form of discrimination based
on racial or ethnic difference, real
or imaginary. The church is called
to bring all people to receive and
uphold one another as persons in
all relationships of life: in employ-
ment, housing, education, leisure,
marriage, family, church, and the
exercise of political rights. There-
fore, the church labors for the abo-

Pastor Bobby
(continued from previous page)

That began to change in 2014.
after the deaths of Trayvon Martin,
Eric Garner and Michael Brown.
Their deaths and the accompany-
ing protests had him considering
afresh the ways that there still may
well be “two Americas” as Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. spoke of in 1968.

At the time, Bobby was pastor
in Richmond, Virginia. He went to
the church archives and found two
sermons that were preached about
racism, one in 1969 and one in
1994. In 2014 he quoted from both
of those sermons, and he said that
it may have been possible to con-
tinue reading those sermons in full
because they were every bit as ap-
plicable in 2014 as they were in pre-
vious years.

After that particular sermon,
Bobby recalled how “Eleven of the
12 black church members sought
me out and thanked me. I was
stunned by the gravity of their
gratitude, and it started me on a
journey to learn as I was realizing
that at least some, if not many, in
the black community saw and ex-
perienced the church and society
through a different lens.”

He began reading books by
black authors, watching movies and
TV shows about black people, and
reading theology by black theolo-
gians. Often the journey has in-
cluded awkward and humbling
conversations with black colleagues,
congregants and friends, he said,
but he is grateful for the relation-
ships that have been formed and
strengthened.

As Bobby pointed out during his
talk, Ephesians 2:14-19 makes clear
that Jesus has broken down the
dividing wall that exists between
people groups. He has made us
“one household of faith.”

Bobby said, “It is truly a holy gift
and calling to pursue living together
in this household.” —Marty Curtis

lition of all racial discrimination
and ministers to those injured by
it. Congregations, individuals, or
groups of Christians who exclude,
dominate, or patronize others,
however subtly, resist the Spirit of
God and bring contempt on the
faith which they profess.

—Book of Confessions, PC(USA)

Confession of 1967
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2 Bill & Joyce Hinds
6 Ken & Susan Poteete
8 Thomas & Susan Isenhour

Pat & Penny Leone
Jerry & Ann Pearson

11 Chris & Kimberly Poe
14 Michael & Adana Gipson

Larry & Phyllis Perkins
19 Jack & Lenice Smithwick
20 J.C. & Linda Johnson
23 Claude & Joanne Folta

Richard & Maria Jenny
26 Ron & Sharon Place
28 David & Cathy Ramsey

Travis & Sandra Walden

1 Oliver Stenborg
Sam Stenborg

3 Phil Bookert
Hayes Kennedy

4 Rowan Guidici
Emily McEntire

5 Suzanne Stallings
6 Carolyn Pursley

Jim Root, Jr.
Micki Wiesner

9 Christina Bondesen
Landon Leloux
Kinsley Leloux
Sharon Place
Mason Smith
Wilma Spencer
Nancy Spivey

12 Keith Tucker
13 Dennis Boroczk

Mark Lund
Cass Wheeler

15 Rick Galloway
Jason Wagner

16 Robert Cravens
17 Nicholas Bondesen
18 Kay Cox

Ben Schmalstieg
19 Annabelle Guinn

Angie Harris
Betty Smith
Roger Taylor
Tim Taylor

21 John Decker
Grayson Kennedy
Ardith Lane

22 Roger Molenda
23 Janet Byram

Matthew Pilcher
Phil Smith

24 Bill Baechtel
Wanda Wallace

25 Rachel Isenhour
Shawn Levsen

25 Elizabeth Miller
26 Joanne Folta
27 Chris Poe
28 Thom Bausch
29 R.W. Ragan
30 Carter Osborne

Avery Rayburn
Magen Smith

31 Cathy Fullinwider

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church

Among Our People

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS
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Continuing our summer sermon series,

“What If It’s a Long Trip?”

July 5
Communion
David Lee Hulsey Preaching

July 12
Dr. Ken Peters Preaching

July 19
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

July 26
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

In the hospital last month: Annabel
McClure (surgery), G-Ann Martin (sur-
gery) and Carol Siekmeier (surgery).

In memoriam:
 Harvey Henning joined the Church Tri-
umphant May 29. Services were held June
3 at Ramsey Funeral Home. Harvey had
been a member of our congregation since
August 1996.
 Fred Cowen joined the Church Trium-
phant June 20 in Carrollton. He had been
a member of our congregation since Feb-
ruary 1998, serving as an elder from 2001-
2003 and teaching adult Sunday School
classes several years. No services are
planned at this time. Cards may be sent to
Martha at 1153 S. Redman Ave., Marshall,
MO 65340.

Thank you:
 We would like to thank the congrega-
tion for all the cards, prayers and support
during Fred’s recent hospital stay. We have
been blessed to be part of First Presbyte-
rian Church for the past 23 years and will
miss you all. —Fred & Martha Jean Cowen

During this pandemic, when we are not wor-
shiping in person, the flower arrangements you
are providing continue to be used by Compas-
sionate Care staff in our Flower Ministry. The
arrangements are divided into smaller bouquets
and put into bud bases, then taken to our shut-
ins and members in the hospital. If you want
to take your arrangement home, contact
Christina Bondesen prior to that Sunday
and make arrangements for someone to
leave it outside or give you a temporary
entry code.

 Thank you for your kindness, sympa-
thy, prayers and cards at a time when it is
greatly appreciated. We are forever grateful.

—Ruth Henning, Dana Hall,
Scott & Robin

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; 1st Staff Sgt. Mat-
thew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann Kai-
ser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne Smith’s
son-in-law; Nicolaas Leloux; Tech. Sgt.
Robert McClanahan, grandson of Minta
McIntosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh;
Sgt. 1st Class Paul Rayburn; Nicholas
Stamos, Larry & Helen Burk’s grandson;
and Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy
Hayes.

(livestreamed)

5  Betty Smith
12  Thomas & Susan Isenhour
19  Richard & Maria Jenny
26  Bill & Faith Baechtel

Flowers in Worship / July
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(continued on next page)

About race and racism

Pastor Bobby tells his story
Pastor Bobby‘s story about race and
racism began when he was a boy
growing up in the Midwest, in a

white part of Wyoming, a suburb of Cin-
cinnati. He shared his story June 18 with
church members and interested persons
via Zoom.

At the end, he announced that he will
facilitate an ongoing virtual conversation
about race and racism each Thursday on
Zoom beginning July 2. To him, what
has happened in our nation in recent
weeks presents an opportunity for
people to learn and share their stories.
He reminded his listening audience that
Jesus often taught using stories, or
parables.

If you missed Bobby’s talk, the video
has been posted to the church’s YouTube
channel. It can be accessed at www.you
tube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurch
Georgetown.

As a boy, Bobby recalled thinking
that racism was no longer a major con-
cern. He said, “I grew up in this com-
munity with the idea that racism was
largely a thing of the past. I never con-
sciously thought about that fact as much

as it was as assumed as the air we breathe.
I knew racism and racial strife and un-
rest were a part of our nation’s history as
recently as the 1960s and 70s—but that
was then.”

Brown vs. the Board of Education was
the answer on his history test when asked
about what landmark ruling declared
segregated schools unconstitutional.
“And it always struck me as odd that
someone had to decide on something
that seemed so obvious to me and every-
one I knew.”

When he listened to a song, “Colored
People,” released in 1995 by the Chris-
tian rock band DC Talk on their album
“Jesus Freak,” Bobby said it was the first
time he heard anyone really talk about
race. “I wondered why someone would
sing such a song. Why did they feel it
important to name the beauty of our di-
verse skin tones?”

Bobby’s story continued by recount-
ing various high school, college and early
adulthood memories of race and racism.
Throughout that time, he largely contin-
ued to think of racism of any kind, indi-
vidual or systemic,  as a thing of the past.

Bobby doesn’t recall

ever having a black

teacher or coach

throughout public

school, college

or seminary.

“When I looked out

upon the educated

and professional

world, black people

had no place in my

imagination.

I certainly believed

they could be there:

I just grew up with-

out seeing it.”

The Presbyterian

church his family

attended was large,

but it had almost no

black people even

though it was

located in a

neighborhood where

more than 60%

of the residents

were black.

Pastor Bobby, Leo,
Michelle and Dexter

P



F I R S T   W O R D 3

Work continues on “The Gathering Place” project:
Cabinetry was being installed June 23 for the six-foot coffee bar along the wall of the
former parlor room.

Dear FPC Family,
Thank you for your
remarkably generous
response in support of
The Gathering Place!
The renovation of it and
the bathrooms is under-
way, which means that
currently the lobby area
is fairly dusty and filled
with tools of every kind.
Even so, it is readily
evident just how much
more expansive and
welcoming the space is
becoming. Truly, it will
be a wonderful expres-
sion of God's generous
hospitality, and I very
much look forward to
the day we share in
fellowship there, both
with one another and
those whom God is yet
to call among us.

The ODTAP survey was an effort to
get the congregation’s input on several
aspects of resuming live worship. The
results were presented to session on June
23 and the decision was to continue to look
for the hospitalizations to stabilize before
naming a return date.

Karen Rayburn is chair of the Safety
and Security Committee and also serves on
its task force. Other task force members are
Nancy Robohn, Kelly Ann Seaman, Joy
Bedford and Dr. Lynn Azuma (medical
consultant). Their work is focusing on a
plan for return to church buildings. The
plan will be reviewed and finalized by the
entire Safety and Security Committee be-
fore it is presented to session. Information
will be shared with the congregation
through emails, the church web page, post
office mailings and Facebook.

he results of an FPC congregational survey are in, with 194 responding, and
the results are being shared by the Safety and Security Committee and its
task force, “Open the Doors and There’s All the People” (ODTAP). As states
T

and counties ease restrictions on church gatherings, caused by COVID-19, church
leaders will consider the results as they continue to assess how and when it is safe to
re-open the church campus for in-person worship and activities.

The results show that, “Like the rest of
the community, we are split on our re-
sponses,” Karen said. “But I think we lean
toward doing what we can to protect each
other. We all would like to be back together
but that time may not be now.”

The task force also shared guidelines for
small-group outdoor meetings—with
fewer than 10 people. “Outdoor meetings
are not as risky as indoors, so we are slowly
starting to open that up, cautiously,” Karen
added.

In the survey almost half of the mem-
bers (46%) indicated they would return to
in-person worship at the first opportunity
(19%) or at the first opportunity but with
some concerns and precautions (28%).
Another 24% said they would wait sev-
eral additional weeks before attending, and

(continued on page 11)

Task force has results of member survey

“Open the
Doors and
There’s All
the People”
(ODTAP)

14 F I R S T   W O R D

Technology. I wouldn’t consider myself a
professional videographer, editor or pro-
ducer, but I’ve gotten a whole lot better at
it over these last months. Susan is work-
ing alongside me to learn these things, too,
so that we can continue to provide music
and opportunities for musical involvement
through quality audio and video
recordings. We are reliant on our Macs,
iPhones, iPads and a good bit of profes-
sional-level audio and video software and
equipment.

 What will music look like in worship ser-
vices in the meantime, say over the year or
two that is predicted for it to be safe for
choirs to return?
We are looking at the possibility of a screen
in worship…screech go the brakes for
many of us! What? Yes. However, the need
for a screen in worship at FPC has noth-
ing to do with how other churches have
used screens, projecting lyrics. That’s not
who we are as a worshiping congrega-
tion. Besides, there are many complexities,

including copyright permissions, if we
project music and lyrics on screens or use
them visibly on the livestream. We’re not
getting rid of the hymnals. We’re also not
talking about a screen being central to the
worship space. 

We are talking about a screen in the
Worship Center-Fellowship Hall, in the
northeast corner, around the chair stor-
age closet. This is all in very early stages
of discussion and investigation at this
point, and we still have many steps ahead.
So, it’s a concept for now. Imagine, also, a
viewable, but discretely placed screen in the
hall being used for a congregational meet-
ing, a night at LOGOS or a Youth Minis-
try group. Imagine people who can’t
otherwise attend worship being able to par-
ticipate in leading worship by recording a
video of themselves saying a prayer or a
call to worship and that video being used
in the service.
   Without a screen in the hall, the
livestream folks at home would see and
hear, but in-person worshipers would only
hear what’s going on without being able
to see it.

Will it be safe for handbell performances?
As soon as it’s safe to gather together, even
socially distant, we will find a way to have
handbells. In fact, we may even consider
starting additional handbell ensembles for
those who just want to be part of a musi-
cal group that doesn’t involve singing.
Handbell ringing is relatively easy to learn
if you have a basic understanding of how
to read music. If you don’t, we can help
you! 

Church music
(continued from front page)

The greatest
challenge is the

grief. For ensemble
musicians, it’s a

part of who we are
at a very deep and

emotional level. 
Though it is tempo-
rary, to have that

taken away so
quickly from us is

difficult. It’s a
temporary loss that

causes real grief
for many of us.

The second greatest
challenge is wrap-

ping our heads
around the fact that
singing is not safe

right now. The
words “singing”
and “not safe” do
not naturally go

together in the same
sentence. Before this,
I never would have

imagined a time
where I would say

those words! 

‘‘
‘‘

—PHILIP SMITH
Music Director

This spring, the phrase “March Madness”
took on a very different meaning with a
drama being played out in sanctuaries
across the country, rather than on basket-
ball courts. With government officials
issuing edicts of no gatherings of 10 or
more people in public, Presbyterian
churches, large and small, scrambled to get
online using technology that they had
either heard of, dabbled in or had been
wanting to use in their own ministries.

The only way to stay connected was
through the use of technology, using plat-
forms—such as Zoom meetings and
Facebook Live—that had traditionally
been looked upon warily by churches.

A Barna Group study, “The State of the
Church 2020,” in which data was collected
in December 2019, noted that while the use
of technology has grown in the last de-
cade, it was still a novelty in the church,
with just 2% of practicing Christians say-
ing they attend a church that produces a
digitally videotaped or livestreamed service.

COVID-19, though, has changed that
statistic. How great its influence on
churches remains to be seen. For now,
though, the question is whether or not
churches that were forced into the world
of technology will continue to use such
services for ministry.
—Excerpts from April 20 “Presbyterians To-
day” article by Donna Frischknecht Jackson,
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pt
0520-digital/

The digital church arrives:
Is it here to stay?
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“The world’s gone crazy.” I’m sure many
of us have thought that phrase is very fit-
ting right now. I’m pretty sure I have spo-
ken those words aloud several times re-
cently with friends and family. With
COVID-19, protests over racial equality,
unemployment, the economy, tension be-
tween neighboring countries and, oh
yeah, it’s an election year—we get over-
whelmed and stressed out about it all. 

I was praying about all these things,
asking for God to give peace and clarity,
but secretly hoping to just be removed
from it all. But then the Lord brought my
thoughts to the Church, and its call to be
the hands and feet of Christ bringing about
glimpses of God’s Kingdom in our midst.
And then God brought my thoughts spe-
cifically on First Presbyterian of George-
town. We have the same purpose for our
church as The Church does. I had to laugh
out loud as I felt God saying to me, “This
isn’t a country club; this is the church!” 

So true. I am not here to pay my mem-
bership fees and be served with benefits. I
am here to serve God by serving others

and being open to who God is calling me
to be and how the Lord is working within
me. If I’m not pursuing growth in my faith
to better know God, then I am not allow-
ing the grace and mercy of the Holy Spirit
to thrive within me. I’m stopping myself
short of the fulfilling life God has offered
me. I don’t want to miss out on that!

So I pray for myself and for our church,
that God would give us rest, in mind, body
and soul (because we all REALLY need it
right now). And then I pray that we
would continue to enjoy being in God’s
presence. From there, I pray for guidance
and direction in the ways we as individu-
als and as a church family are being called
to care for one another, to serve our
community’s needs, and share God’s grace
and mercy so that others would know His
love.

I think that would be good for this
crazy world right now. When we see so
much bad, it is good for the eyes to catch
glimpses of the Kingdom.

—David Lee Hulsey

Prayers for while we‘re in a crazy world

Helping Hands:
Sarah Hulsey said youth
will continue to collect items
for Helping Hands “when
we gather in person, by
encouraging youth and
families to bring items for
pantry bags.” (Read about
this organization supported
by the youth and others in
our church on page 8.)

KVUE -TV gave a shout-
out to Dan Arnold as it
honored the Class of 2020.
Dan is valedictorian of his
Georgetown High School
senior class and is a four-
year varsity letterman in
cross country and track. He
plans to attend Vanderbilt
University in the fall.

FPC youth:

He has his summer planned.
Fifteen-year-old entrepreneur
Sam Brainard (rising sopho-
more) started his own
business: setting up Nerf
birthday parties and events. 

Income
 Pledges $423,694 $841,881 50%
 Other $67,123 $105,180 64%
 TOTAL $490,817 $947,061 52%
    
Expenses
 Validated Mission $25,259 $57,593 44%
 Local/Other Mission $13,125 $29,802 44%
 Ministry of the Word $57,928 $148,501 39%
 Program/Support Staff $193,971 $468,710 41%
 Christian Education $9,848 $39,350 25%
 Music and Worship $11,904 $21,756 55%
 Evangelism/Care $2,935 $11,115 26%
 Property $37,198 $90,500 41%
 Stewardship/Finance $7,074 $19,700 36%
  Other Oper Expenses $13,955 $43,970 32%
 Debt Retirement $40,647 $97,548 42%
 TOTAL $413,844 $1,028,545 40%

Actual Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - May 2020
General Operating Fund

Everything for summer has been canceled.
Let’s just put up our Christmas trees and call
it a year!

Today’s Plan: Get out of the house and exercise.
Reality: Put on exercise clothes. Eat two
cupcakes.

All flights from John Lennon Airport at Liver-
pool are canceled. Imagine all the people….

I ordered a chicken and an egg from Amazon.
I’ll let you know.

Due to the quarantine, we’ll only be telling
inside jokes.

Me: Alexa, what’s the weather going to be
this weekend?

Alexa: Why, where do you think you’re going?

Kinda feeling like the earth just sent us to our
rooms to think about what we’ve done.

Humor (for these times)
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The Centers for
Disease Control
issued “Interim Guidance
for Communities of Faith”
that includes: “Consider
suspending or at least
decreasing use of a choir/
musical ensembles and
congregant singing, chant-
ing, or reciting during
services or other program-
ming, if appropriate within
the faith tradition.

FPC’s Cantata Choir

Does our church have the technology to
provide music, choral and instrumental,
until it is safe for choirs to return?
Yes. The technology is there. The person-
nel hours it takes to make it all happen
week after week is the biggest challenge
on the technology front.

What’s the major challenge our Music Min-
istry is facing, given what we know about
how COVID-19 can be transmitted?
The greatest challenge is the grief. For en-
semble musicians, it’s a part of who we are
at a very deep and emotional level. Though
it is temporary, to have that taken away
so quickly from us is difficult. It’s a tem-
porary loss that causes real grief for many
of us.

The second greatest challenge is wrap-
ping our heads around the fact that sing-
ing is not safe right now. The words
“singing” and “not safe” do not naturally
go together in the same sentence. Before
this, I never would have imagined a time
where I would say those words! And,
then, beyond that is the challenge of help-
ing others also comprehend that reality.

There was a choir in Washington state
with about 120 members. In March, as re-
strictions were just starting because of the
coronavirus, the director told them he
would hold rehearsal, that everyone could
spread out, and attendance was optional.
About 60 choir members showed up
and at least 45 developed COVID-19. Two
of them died.

Will there be congregational singing?
No. Not until it’s safe to do so. We need to
come up with creative ways of involving
the congregation in music and hymns
without singing. It’s an incredible chal-
lenge. Until we know more, and know
that it is safe to do so, we can’t safely sing

in the presence of others and then remain
in that space for any amount of time. The
fact is, someone could be carrying the
coronavirus who has minimal or no symp-
toms, and if they sing, it causes aerosoli-
zation. That person singing in a room full
of people could quickly find themselves at
the center of an outbreak. Being outside
greatly reduces the risk of transmission by
singing, but it’s still not safe. What if a
breeze blows past a singer who is carry-
ing the virus and blows towards others?
It could have serious consequences.

We have even stopped singing the
hymns live in worship on Sunday morn-
ing livestreams when it is just four to six
of us in the room because we all remain in
the space for the rest of the service. We are
now recording hymns as videos during the
week, and they are played back into the
livestream at the appropriate time during
Sunday morning worship. That way, only
a couple of us show up at the church, do
the hymn recordings, and then leave.

We all want to sing!  Our choir mem-
bers are aching to be back together again
and join our voices together as one. Con-
gregations relish the seemingly distant
sound in their mind as they remember
what corporate hymn-singing sounds and
feels like. A recent report from the Ameri-
can Choral Director’s Association states
this well: “Singers in worship choirs [and
congregations] are anxious for a return to
an activity they find deeply rewarding. It
is important to reinforce frequently that
singers’ safety and well-being are held as
the highest priority in decision making…”

What resources will the Music Ministry rely
on in maintaining music in our worship
now (as we stay at home) and when we
gather together again?

(continued on next page)

Until we know
more, and know

that it is safe to do
so, we can’t safely

sing in the presence
of others and then

remain in that
space for any

amount of time. 

‘‘

—PHILIP SMITH
Music Director
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Our church library has a
handy guide to the relig-
ious traditions, everyday
practices, philosophical
beliefs and historical
foundations of Judaism.
Essential Judaism: A Guide
to Beliefs, Customs, and
Rituals by George Robin-
son is the “go to” text to
satisfy your curiosity or
fill in your knowledge
gap about the “People of
the Book.”

One needs only to
look at the “Contents”
to see the depth of
George Robinson’s
research. Here are a few
examples: the Jewish
idea of prayer, the names
of God, the festivals, the
high holy days, engage-
ment and marriage, the
Mitzvot, Kashrut/the
dietary laws, how the
Mishnah works, Yiddish
(the mother tongue) and
on and on it goes.

Peruse this book and
you won’t be disap-
pointed. Shalom, y’all.

—Mike Carson

Want to know
more about
Judaism?

Since shelter-in-place restrictions caused
by COVID-19 took effect, David Lee (DL)
Hulsey said the FPC Youth Ministry has
held ZBS (Zoom Bible Study) every
Wednesday and a few outdoor, in-person
gatherings while social distancing. After
finishing a “Fruits of the Spirit” Zoom
study started at the beginning of the
spring semester, the youth went to a
shorter devotional-type study mixed in
with a few games. 

”But most of our time on Zoom con-
sisted of checking in with each other to
see how everyone is fairing during the
pandemic, as well as sharing prayer re-
quests,” the Youth Director said. ”We
took a two-week break at the end of May
because, frankly, the youth, their families
and Sarah and I were kind of worn out
juggling Zoom meetings for school,
church and meetings.” He added that he
and Sarah, his Youth Director partner,
wanted some time to think about how
Youth Ministry could support and spiri-
tually encourage FPC youth and their
families during the summer as the
coronavirus pandemic continues.
   ”We are waiting for the ODTAP com-
mittee’s recommendations for FPC groups
so we can come up with a plan for how
we can meet in a safe manner in the

Youth continue Bible study via Zoom
future. We envision in-person gatherings
of youth on Wednesdays in people’s back-
yards while practicing social distancing
and wearing masks. We also want to offer
some spiritual opportunities for all youth
and make provisions for those who might
not be ready to return to in-person gath-
erings just yet.”

The Hulseys started 20- to 30-minute
“Spiritual Encouragement” video confer-
encing sessions on three Thursdays (two
in June and one remaining session on July
2). These focus on helping youth learn
about a spiritual discipline practice (such
as lectio divina (divine reading), breath
prayer and others, DL said.

Having had to cancel the youth’s sum-
mer mission trip to Alaska, the Hulseys
are going to keep their eyes open for pos-
sible weekend mission options in the fall.

Since no mission trip involving manual
labor is planned for the summer, as many
of those trips do, David Lee is offering to
teach interested youth about construction
if they want to help him with a small
project. “That’s not mission but just an
opportunity for us to enjoy seeing youth
learn and grow while many other activi-
ties and events are not happening,” Sarah
said.
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church,” Philip said. And they urge
churches to follow the advice of medical
professionals, listen to city/county/state
authorities, consider local conditions and
track the latest developments in the
coronavirus pandemic (testing, number of
cases, number of hospitalizations and
number of deaths).

“While I knew much of this informa-
tion—about church music during this cri-
sis and going forward,” Philip said, “I
learned a lot of other things. We’re all
pretty aware that singing, particularly
group singing, is a serious issue going
forward for the next one to two years.
Congregational singing indoors is defi-
nitely not going to happen. Even congre-
gational prayers, liturgies and other
unison speaking could be an issue.”

The reasons science says choirs rehears-
ing or singing together is not safe for now
are:
 There is no solution for the distancing
or spacing required, sufficient indoor ven-
tilation and elimination of the risk of aero-
solized virus.
 There are no masks (even N-95) safe for
singing. An N95 mask would help, but
singing in one could make it hard to
breathe and lead to medical complications.
 Tests for the coronavirus are not yet fast
or accurate enough, and transmission of
COVID-19 is thought to occur before
symptoms appear.

What makes singing conducive to
spread of COVID-19? As one expert put it:
Aerosol particles are small enough that
they can be emitted from a person just
through the normal act of breathing.
Singing or loud speech increases the aero-
sol cloud in size and distance. Aerosol par-
ticles are small, they can travel as far as 16

feet, and they float in the air for a long
period—even 12 hours at a time. If the room
or space where aerosol is present has an
air conditioning system or a draft that
moves air around, that aerosol can stay
buoyant for an indeterminate amount of
time.

Although there are questions and un-
knowns about COVID-19 and how it is
spread, there is a great deal of consensus
among voice researchers, speech-language
pathologists and voice teachers who are
almost all in agreement that singing
together now is not safe enough. That re-
ality has an impact on every church choir.

However dire the news, though, a Ca-
nadian choral director, had this to say: “If
choir is about teaching and learning,
growing, connecting, community, cultural
exploration and transmission, and inno-
vating, we will find a way to have choir.”

And across America, as in Georgetown,
at First Presbyterian Church, choir direc-
tors and other musicians are exploring how
to keep music a part of worship until it is
safe for the return of church choirs—music
in livestreamed services and music when
we return to public worship.

—Marty Curtis

We asked Philip some questions
to hear his thoughts on how
this challenge posed by the

COVID-19 crisis will be met
by the Music Ministry at FPC.

Here are his responses:

What are we going to do without a choir
when we return to public worship? 
We will have choir in different ways, pri-
marily utilizing audio and video tech-
nology. Susan Isenhour, our Associate
Music Director, and I are working together
to discover, learn, innovate and plan ways
we can continue to bring choral, vocal and
instrumental music to our worship services

at a time when singing to-
gether at the same time, in the
same space, is not possible. It’s
not the same as singing or
playing together in a real live
ensemble. So the musician is
not as fulfilled. But with tech-
nology, we can produce an
experience—for the listener
and for worship services—
that evokes similar emotions
and aids in our worship to-
gether.  

Like those who made their
lamentation by the waters of
Babylon, our harps are
hanging on the willows. Our
tongues have been silenced.
How can we sing the Lord’s
song…in a time of exile,
illness, and isolation?…
when singing has become a
dangerous activity?…when
choir rehearsals are “super-
spreader events”?….

As people who have
devoted our lives to leading
the people of God as they
lift their voices in song, we
are heartbroken. At the
same time, we respect the
wisdom of experts who have
warned of the high risks
associated with public
singing during the COVID-
19 pandemic. We believe
that current measures to
restrict singing—as much as
we might lament them—are
in the best interest of the
church and world at this
time....

We know that the praise
of God can never be silenced.
The ancient and eternal song
of God’s saving love will
never end....We will keep
tuning our hearts to that
cosmic symphony, joining
our voices with a great cloud
of witnesses, the people of
God in every time and place,
forever singing: Holy, holy,
holy! Until our final breath,
we will proclaim the final
words of the final psalm,
“Let everything that
breathes praise the Lord!”

A Response from the
Presbyterian Association
of Musicians, May 21, 2020
(excerpted)

Church music
(continued from front page)
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JULY

The teachers of adults will
take a well deserved break
as we head into July.
Thank you for learning
new skills, keeping your
classes together and teach-
ing. Enjoy this break as we
all plan and prepare for
the fall. It is wonderful
that we can all worship
together each Sunday! 

—Joy Bedford

Teachers of adults:
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An FPC mission
project helping

members with routine
home maintenance

Call the Church
Office to schedule a

visit from one of FPC’s
Friends in Deed

22% said it would be quite a while before
they return.

As to whether they would be willing
to attend their Sunday School class where
it typically meets at church, 30% said yes,
28% not right away, and 42% indicated
they didn’t attend a class.

When it comes to the attendance level
that members would be comfortable with
in the Worship Center, 43% said “half-
filled,” but 28% indicated they would not
be comfortable even if it were only one-
quarter full. Only 9% said they would be
comfortable if it were filled to capacity.

Asked if they would be willing to at-
tend a worship service at a different time
than the one they typically attend, in or-
der to allow people to spread out more in
the Worship Center, 70% said they would,
and 23% weren’t sure.

Almost 41% said they would be will-
ing to attend a service in an overflow room
with live projection to ensure that wor-
shipers are spread out; 27% said they
would not; and 32% weren’t sure.

Asked what precautions they would
take when returning to worship, the re-

sponses were: avoid shaking hands (175,
90%); sit six feet from others (164, 84.5%),
wear a face mask (162, 83.5%), avoid physi-
cal contact (164, 84.5%), avoid crowded
hallways (138, 71%) and bring their own
hand sanitizer (108, 56%).

When it comes to precautions they ex-
pect the church to take, the responses were:
84.5% (164) no hugs or handshakes; 82%
(158) use another method for distributing
communion elements; 81% (157) provide
hand sanitizer; 148 (76%) use a different
method of collecting the offering; 75% (145)
prop doors open so they don’t have to
touch door handles; 70% (136) practice
social distancing in Sunday School seat-
ing; and 58% (113) limit any kind of hand-
outs.

Given some alternatives to resuming
in-person worship, 136 of 190 respondents
(72%) said they would prefer online wor-
ship service only, 107 (56%) said outdoor
services, and only 15% (30) expressed in-
terest in small groups meeting in homes.

Almost 77% of the respondents said
they have attended FPC from five to 10
years or more: 10-plus years, 60%, and 5-9
years, 17%. Half of the members respond-
ing are 70-plus years in age, 32% are 50-
69, and 18% are 30-49.

—Marty Curtis

Survey results
(cotninued from page 3)

Email:
churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org

Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert

Pastor
703 S. Church Street

Georgetown, TX 78626

FIRSTWORD
published monthly by

Phone: 512-863-3381
Fax: 512-868-1226

Arrival and Departure: 
 Please respect social distancing upon arrival and

departure 
 Take temperature—if over 99.6, you are not allowed

to attend
 Hand sanitizer upon arrival (will be provided)

Food: 
 No sharing of food
 Bring your own snacks/ drinks 
 If food is served, it will be separated and not

communal 

Masks: 
 Required for everyone

Meeting Size: 
 Limit to 10 people per event (unless the event is a

worship service)

Bathroom: 
 One at a time
When entering to use the bathroom, use a Lysol wipe

to clean each surface that is touched 

Swimming: 
 Masks on when out of the water 
 Maintain social distance in the pool
 Limit the number of people in the pool so that social

distancing can be observed 
 Sanitize before entry 

Miscellaneous Precautions: 
 No sharing electronics 
 Attendance must be taken 
 No singing 

Resources: 
John Knox Camp Covid Plan
Christianity Today article 
PCUSA Covid 
CDC Guidelines for Youth Camps 

Social Meeting Expectations at This Time—June 10
These are in-person expectations for outdoor meetings of less than 10.
Guidelines may change as more information is learned and evaluated. 

CORCORCORCORCORONAONAONAONAONAVIRVIRVIRVIRVIRUS:US:US:US:US:
The Church is open;

just the building
is closed.

Friends
in Deed

The premiere of FPC’s virtual Coffee House in early June featured music (instrumental and vocal) tap dance and
poetry. Photos: (from left) Eric Seaman, Ruth & Emily McEntire and Nancy Robohn. Others on the program were
Shawn Levsen, Bill Poe, Joyce Joiner, Beverly Jones, Celeste Frost, Philip Smith, David & Cathy Ramsey, Sandy
Hayes, James & Angela Ramsey, Carolyn Pursley, Joy Bedford and Susan Isenhour.

WEDNESDAY

1

8
Joy Bedford on
vacation thru 7/18

15

22

29

THURSDAY

2

9

16

23

30
8:00am RightPath Health

Screenings

FRIDAY

3
Pastor Boby on vacation thru 7/13
Church Office Closed Friday &
Saturday: Independence Day

10
Church Office closes at noon

17
Church Office closes at noon

24
Church Office closes at noon

31
Church Office closes at noon

MONDAY

29

6
Kathi Davenport on
vacation thru 7/10

13
Hulseys on vacation
thru 7/31

20

27

SUNDAY

28
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

5
Communion
David Lee Hulsey Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

12
Dr. Ken Peters Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

19
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

26
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

TUESDAY

30
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

7
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

14
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:45 pm Executive Comm

21
Sue Bell on vacation thru 8/7
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Diaconate

28
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session Jaime Cowan on vacation from 7/11 thru 7/17



F I R S T   W O R D 7

M I S S I O N

Don Weymeyer (left) wears
a face mask and shield as he
serves “drive-by” commun-
ion on Pentecost Sunday at
Seguidores de Cristo Presby-
terian Church (below).
Because of the COVID-19
pandemic, “The city says no
indoor church so we tried to
take the Eucharist outdoors,”
Don said. “In Mexico they
are saying churches will not
open until August!”

Martha & Don Wehmeyer,
(bottom left)

As the new FPC Mission Advocate for mis-
sionaries Dr. Don and Martha Wehmeyer
and their church in Yucatan, Mexico, I
researched the origins of First Presby-
terian‘s involvement there.

Don‘s mother, Helen Douglass, was a
long-time member of FPC until her death
last year, so he was nurtured here. Don
graduated from Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary. While there he was
inspired by a fellow student to consider a
ministry in Mexico. Don went to Mexico
in 1981 after seminary, was hired by the
Presbytery of Mexico and has been there
ever since. There he married Martha, a
medical doctor, and they raised three
children, all of whom graduated from
universities in the U.S. and live here.

You can learn about the Wehmeyers’
church ministry on Facebook at “Misión
Presbiteriana Seguidores de Cristo”
(Followers of Christ Presbyterian Church
in Sitpatch, Yucatán, Mexico.) The congre-
gation of 40 members carries out a vibrant
program of study, prayer, worship and
outreach to their small community. During
the coronavirus outbreak they have been
providing meals for 30 families every week.
This is especially critical because the
economy is so diminished by the lack of
tourism and the low price of oil.

Don also teaches at San Pablo Seminary
and travels when possible to Columbia,
South America. He mentors young men
preparing for the ministry and will bring
two of them to a retreat in North Carolina
this summer to learn more about theology.

In the 1990s a group of members from
FPC made a trip to Yucatán to visit the
Wehmeyers. Don remembers the special
skills shared by George and the late Jean
Biggs, who set up the library he enjoys
today. George also prepared some music
with Spanish texts, and he and Jean
returned to Yucatan four times.

Don also speaks about FPC members
and former missionaries Bill and Bonnie
Stump, who have become good friends
They returned to Yucatán twice to help the
Wehmeyers build a retreat center, Geth-
semane, used by Christians from all
traditions for spiritual formation and
marriage enrichment. It also serves as a

base for frequent short-term mission teams
from the U.S.

Bill  Stump said that after the group
from FPC experienced the vitality of small
churches in Mexico, they were inspired to
help launch San Gabriel Presbyterian
Church in the growing community of
northwest Georgetown. In shepherding
visiting groups to Yucatán, Don has earned
a reputation as a great guide. I hope that
when conditions brought about by the
coronavirus pandemic improve, we can
again sponsor a trip to Mexico.

 The Wehmeyers are supported entirely
by mission offerings from individuals and
local churches. Some funds are dedicated
to him through Antioch Partners, an
ecumenical organization with 65 workers
in 20 countries. It has an office in Houston.

The Presbyterian Church in Mexico was
begun in 1872 and now is estimated to have
more than a million members in 63
presbyteries, which include eight that speak
indigenous languages.

As contributors to the Wehmeyers’
mission we are called “Senders,” and I
encourage you to pray and give generously
to further their work with followers of
Christ. —Vivian Davis

The town of Sitpach is
located in the Municipality
of Mérida, in the state of
Yucatán, Mexico. It has a
population of 1,634 and 545
dwellings. Mérida is the
capital and largest city in
Yucatan, as well as the
largest city of the Yucatán
Peninsula. The city is
located in the northwest part
of the state, about 22 miles
off the coast of the Gulf of
Mexico.

Wehmeyers continue work in Mexico

SEGUIDORES DE CRISTO
congregación presbiteriana

See next page
for excerpts from
Don’s newsletter.
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C O M P A S S I O N A T E   C A R E   M I N I S T R Y

Penny Leone, RN
Parish Nurse

pnurse5@aol.com

Other hours
by appointment

All day Tuesday
Office Hours:

When this is over, may we
never again take for granted
A handshake with a

stranger
Full shelves at the store
Conversations with

neighbors
A crowded theater
Friday night out
The taste of communion
A routine checkup
The school rush each

morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring
Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday
Life itself.

When this ends
may we find
that we have become
more like the people
we wanted to be
we were called to be
we hoped to be
and may we stay
that way—
better for each other
because of the worst.

—Laura Kelly Fanucci

Summer is a time to kick back and take things a little easier. I
hope that is how the summer is working for you.  The point is
that summer isn’t really the time of year that I want to take on
“big changes.” I’ve been on the outlook for small changes that
make a big difference and it turns out there are many of them!
Here are a few:
 Floss—The mouth is one of the dirtiest places on your body.
There is even evidence that bad oral hygiene contributes to
heart disease. So add flossing just once a day.

“Flipping the Money Switch: When Is It Time

to Use Your Money for You?” is the topic for

the Senior Seminar in July. It will be held vir-

tually beginning at 10 a.m. Thursday, July 16.

You will need to register at SeniorsLiving

Smarter.com/seminar or by calling 512-818-

0988 to be invited to the Zoom webinar.

Now is the time to make your appointment! Right Path is coming to FPC on Thursday,
July 30. Formerly HealthScreens, RightPath is a nonprofit organization that has visited
FPC many times to provide ultrasound and doppler screenings to detect various dis-
eases. The staff is professional and friendly, and they give you the quality report at the
end of your appointment. By participating, you can find out if you are at INCREASED
RISK for stroke, aneurysm, osteoporosis, diabetes, heart disease and many cancers. The
11 tests screen the liver, kidney, gallbladder, pancreas, spleen, heart, thyroid, legs and
abdominal aorta for  conditions such as abdominal aneurysm, atrial fibrillation, stroke,
peripheral arterial disease, abnormalities and growths. All 11 tests cost $200. The tests
may be available in smaller packages or individually. Space is limited so call 1-800-770-
0240 to ask questions or to schedule your appointment. To read more, go to the website
www.rightpathscreening.org.

Points from Parish Nurse Penny Leone

Little
Changes
 Lose Weight—Eat 100 fewer calories a day and you could weigh 10 pounds less at the
end of the year.
 Eat a Healthy Diet—For each additional portion of fruits and vegetables per day that
you eat, your risk of heart disease is reduced by 4%. Take a stroll around the local
farmer’s market to find fresh ideas and foods.
 Organize Your Workspace—A poorly organized workspace
can result in back and neck discomfort that shouldn’t be ig-
nored. Take a few minutes to straighten your life!
 Exercise—At least 30 minutes of brisk walking improves your
mood immediately. Exercise done every day is considered by
many experts as the “magic bullet” for disease prevention and
avoidance. You can also reap the benefits of swimming or danc-
ing for at least 30 minutes. And try adding just 20 toe touches,
20 sit-ups and 20 pushups to your day.

Let me know about what you’d done and how you feel!

Senior Seminar

RightPath Health Screenings July 30
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Previously working remotely
and from mobile vans,
Helping Hands of George-
town on June 1 opened a
permanent location at 107
Halmar Cove, Suite 232, off
Airport Road.

The nonprofit serves the
underserved, working poor
and homeless in our city. It
has been supported by
various FPC groups, which
make brown bag meals to be
handed out four days a
week. HH also provides
basic services including a
food pantry, clothing,
referral to employment
resources and connections to
social services.

So far in 2020, the non-
profit has:
 Served 6,500 brown bag
meals and more than 1,000
hot Sunday dinners
 Paid for 94 nights of
emergency housing
 Paid 12 medical &
prescription bills
 Paid 21 phone bills
 Provided more than
$2,000 in rent assistance
and $450 in utility assis-
tance

The number of families
helped by the mobile food
pantry has doubled since
March 23. What started as
15 family bags per week (3
to 5 meals per bag) is now
51 family bags per week.
More than 400 family bags
of pantry goods have been
delivered since March 23.

For more info and how to
volunteer and donate, go to
www.helpinghandstx.org.

Helping the underserved,
working poor, homeless
in Georgetown

Greetings from Don and Martha Weh-
meyer: The churches are technically closed
but by celebrating the Lord’s Supper out-
doors on Pentecost Sunday we were not
actually in the building. The members
watched the sermon on internet and then
drove over to take the elements.

With the COVID-19 virus and tropical
storm Columbus on top of us, we are not
in ordinary times! The seminary stopped
classes at the end of March. Graduation
has been postponed; we are not sure until
when. The country has been on lock down
since the end of March and we are now
into June with the idea that this might last
until the first of August! Of course this
has meant major disruptions for all the
workers. Many people here get paid by the
day so for them to stay home week after
week is really a hardship. The church and
government have been making care pack-
ages but it is never enough. Our little
church of 20 families is helping 30 fami-
lies. This means the church savings are
being used pretty fast but the session de-

cided this was the best thing to do at this
time, and I am proud of them for that.

For the past week tropical storm Co-
lumbus has been dumping tons of water
on our heads. It started south of us in El
Salvador…Once it got to Mexico it decided
to sit on Campeche and many people have
water up to their waist in their houses.
Civil defense is trying to get purified wa-
ter to folks but many roads are washed
out. I think the technical term for this
double problem of the virus and flooding
is: BIG MESS! The good news is that the
Mexican people are quite stoic and being
very respectful of one another in these dif-
ficult times.

Because the churches are closed I have
been preaching on internet video and we
have our Wednesday night Bible study the
same way. Since I have not been teaching
at the seminary I have had time to work
on a book and have written a couple of
short stories.

Excerpts: June newsletter of The Antioch Partners

Dear friends, I hope you are learning to
live with the restrictions that have been
put on us by the COVID-19 virus. I am
sure we are getting a little tired of it but
one thing I have enjoyed is the shortage
of traffic on the roads. Well, that all
changed today as I write
this. The traffic is about as
bad as it was before the
coronavirus entered our
lives.

The Caring Place shops
are now open, at both lo-
cations, from 12:30-4:30
p.m. Monday-Friday.

At this time, TCP is temporarily reduc-
ing the types of donated items it can ac-
cept because of the time and labor needed
to properly process them. See the list of
items at www.caringplacetx.org/covid19. If
you wish to donate items at the drive-
through drop off, you will need to put
them in a box or a bag and place them in a
cart that is provided, being mindful of so-
cial distancing and masks. Limited help is
available for unloading your items as TCP

The Caring Place shops open on limited schedule
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Lynn Miller, author of the
2020-21 Horizons Bible
study, will hold a virtual
Horizons Bible Study Leader
Training session August 22
sponsored by Austin
Seminary. The cost is $25.
The session starts at 9:30
a.m., breaks for lunch from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., and
finishes with a session from
1 to 2:30 p.m.

Register at https://www.
austinseminary.edu/lifelong-
learning/workshops. It is
listed on that page as a
seminary workshop.

F E L L O W S H I P

Hello, Presbyterian Women,
During the time we have been unable to
meet in person, we have missed taking the
Birthday Offering, which usually occurs
in our circles in May. Since the inception
of this historic offering in 1922, Presbyte-
rian Women have contributed more than
$36 million to help improve lives at home
and around the world.

Grant recipients are carefully chosen
each year. This year's four recipients are
GAP Ministries of Augusta (Georgia),
Community Presbyterian Child Learning
Center (Payson, Arizona), Center of So-
cial Assistance (Davydovo, Russia) and the
Northside Healing Space of Minneapolis,
Minnesota.

Let me say more about the fourth re-
cipient because of its location, so recently
in the news. The Northside Healing Space
is part of Liberty Community Church in
Minneapolis, the first and only African
American-led Presbyterian congregation in
Minnesota. This community-driven "heal-
ing homeplace" provides supportive hous-
ing, workforce development, access to
healthy food, K-12 school initiatives, and
care for survivors of trauma and commer-
cial sexual exploitation. The Birthday Of-
fering grant of $75,000 is helping renovate
their historic building and expand pro-
gramming based on community needs.

Our PW has already begun gathering
the Birthday Offering, and I ask that you
consider making a donation, of any
amount. Checks payable to Presbyterian
Women, and designated for “Birthday
Offering,” can be mailed to Kitty Bristow,
PW Treasurer, 116 Marbella Way, George-
town 78633.  As of the newletter deadline,
$570 has been received. Our Birthday Of-
fering was $448 in 2019. COVID-19 has in-
terrupted many things, but generosity
does not have to be one of them! The peace
of Christ be yours,

—Beverly Jones, co-Moderator

PW collects Birthday Offering for 2021 grants

Online Training for
“Into the Light: Finding
Hope through Prayers
of Lament"

Habitat for Humanity, Williamson
County, construction update

StonePressions donated and installed the
kitchen counter tops in the home under

construction on Marshall
Street in Taylor.

Up next is final electri-
cal work followed by land-
scaping. HH hopes to
close on the house with
the homeowner in July.

 1st Friday of the Month: Camille’s Memory
Cafe (virtual), 10 a.m.  A virtual social gath-
ering for individuals living with changes
in their thinking or memory, mild cogni-
tive impairment or dementia due to Alz-

A Gift of Time Adult Day Center events in July
heimer's disease or related disorders. A place
to relax, have fun and meet others. A diag-
nosis of dementia is not required to attend.

 1 st Tuesday of the Month (starting in
July): All-Female Caregiver Support Group
(virtual), 10 a.m.

 2 nd Tuesday of the Month (starting in
July): All-Male Caregiver Support Group
(virtual), 10 a.m.

 3 rd Tuesday of the Month (starting in
July): Adult Children of Parents with
Memory Loss Support Group (virtual),
10 a.m.

For more information about A Gift of
Time, go to the web page, agiftoftime
georgetown.org, or contact Josie Zamora,
Executive Director, agiftoftimeadc@gmail.
com or 512-688-6497.

Even though Mission Sew-
ing is not meeting in person,
our members are busy
creating many handmade
items at home. In response
to a call from the William-
son County Children's
Advocacy Center, members
Lenice Smithwick, Linette
Harwell and Alison Harri-
son delivered their stuffed
animals with matching
blankets in June.

Thank you, ladies, for
representing Mission Sew-
ing. Your donations are
greatly appreciated.

—Kathy Jones

Mission Sewing
is continuing to operate without its many
volunteers.

Fresh Food for Families will start again
the 1st, 3rd and 5th Mondays from 9 - 10 a.m.

The Caring Place’s mission is to be here
for the community during and after this

pandemic, and the organi-
zation needs help to make
sure that happens. If you
would like to donate,
checks can be mailed to The
Caring Place, P.O. Box 1215,
Georgetown 78627, and
made out to TCP. Checks of

any amount are more than welcome. You
can also donate through the web page,
www.caringplacetx.org. The organiza-
tion’s income has dropped dramatically and
because of this they are not able to help
nearly as much as usual. So please give
prayerful thought to this need.

Financial assistance for those needing
help from TCP is being handled remotely.
Call 512-943-0709 and leave a message.

Thank you for all you do.
—Jenny Carswell
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Previously working remotely
and from mobile vans,
Helping Hands of George-
town on June 1 opened a
permanent location at 107
Halmar Cove, Suite 232, off
Airport Road.

The nonprofit serves the
underserved, working poor
and homeless in our city. It
has been supported by
various FPC groups, which
make brown bag meals to be
handed out four days a
week. HH also provides
basic services including a
food pantry, clothing,
referral to employment
resources and connections to
social services.

So far in 2020, the non-
profit has:
 Served 6,500 brown bag
meals and more than 1,000
hot Sunday dinners
 Paid for 94 nights of
emergency housing
 Paid 12 medical &
prescription bills
 Paid 21 phone bills
 Provided more than
$2,000 in rent assistance
and $450 in utility assis-
tance

The number of families
helped by the mobile food
pantry has doubled since
March 23. What started as
15 family bags per week (3
to 5 meals per bag) is now
51 family bags per week.
More than 400 family bags
of pantry goods have been
delivered since March 23.

For more info and how to
volunteer and donate, go to
www.helpinghandstx.org.

Helping the underserved,
working poor, homeless
in Georgetown

Greetings from Don and Martha Weh-
meyer: The churches are technically closed
but by celebrating the Lord’s Supper out-
doors on Pentecost Sunday we were not
actually in the building. The members
watched the sermon on internet and then
drove over to take the elements.

With the COVID-19 virus and tropical
storm Columbus on top of us, we are not
in ordinary times! The seminary stopped
classes at the end of March. Graduation
has been postponed; we are not sure until
when. The country has been on lock down
since the end of March and we are now
into June with the idea that this might last
until the first of August! Of course this
has meant major disruptions for all the
workers. Many people here get paid by the
day so for them to stay home week after
week is really a hardship. The church and
government have been making care pack-
ages but it is never enough. Our little
church of 20 families is helping 30 fami-
lies. This means the church savings are
being used pretty fast but the session de-

cided this was the best thing to do at this
time, and I am proud of them for that.

For the past week tropical storm Co-
lumbus has been dumping tons of water
on our heads. It started south of us in El
Salvador…Once it got to Mexico it decided
to sit on Campeche and many people have
water up to their waist in their houses.
Civil defense is trying to get purified wa-
ter to folks but many roads are washed
out. I think the technical term for this
double problem of the virus and flooding
is: BIG MESS! The good news is that the
Mexican people are quite stoic and being
very respectful of one another in these dif-
ficult times.

Because the churches are closed I have
been preaching on internet video and we
have our Wednesday night Bible study the
same way. Since I have not been teaching
at the seminary I have had time to work
on a book and have written a couple of
short stories.

Excerpts: June newsletter of The Antioch Partners

Dear friends, I hope you are learning to
live with the restrictions that have been
put on us by the COVID-19 virus. I am
sure we are getting a little tired of it but
one thing I have enjoyed is the shortage
of traffic on the roads. Well, that all
changed today as I write
this. The traffic is about as
bad as it was before the
coronavirus entered our
lives.

The Caring Place shops
are now open, at both lo-
cations, from 12:30-4:30
p.m. Monday-Friday.

At this time, TCP is temporarily reduc-
ing the types of donated items it can ac-
cept because of the time and labor needed
to properly process them. See the list of
items at www.caringplacetx.org/covid19. If
you wish to donate items at the drive-
through drop off, you will need to put
them in a box or a bag and place them in a
cart that is provided, being mindful of so-
cial distancing and masks. Limited help is
available for unloading your items as TCP

The Caring Place shops open on limited schedule
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Lynn Miller, author of the
2020-21 Horizons Bible
study, will hold a virtual
Horizons Bible Study Leader
Training session August 22
sponsored by Austin
Seminary. The cost is $25.
The session starts at 9:30
a.m., breaks for lunch from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., and
finishes with a session from
1 to 2:30 p.m.

Register at https://www.
austinseminary.edu/lifelong-
learning/workshops. It is
listed on that page as a
seminary workshop.

F E L L O W S H I P

Hello, Presbyterian Women,
During the time we have been unable to
meet in person, we have missed taking the
Birthday Offering, which usually occurs
in our circles in May. Since the inception
of this historic offering in 1922, Presbyte-
rian Women have contributed more than
$36 million to help improve lives at home
and around the world.

Grant recipients are carefully chosen
each year. This year's four recipients are
GAP Ministries of Augusta (Georgia),
Community Presbyterian Child Learning
Center (Payson, Arizona), Center of So-
cial Assistance (Davydovo, Russia) and the
Northside Healing Space of Minneapolis,
Minnesota.

Let me say more about the fourth re-
cipient because of its location, so recently
in the news. The Northside Healing Space
is part of Liberty Community Church in
Minneapolis, the first and only African
American-led Presbyterian congregation in
Minnesota. This community-driven "heal-
ing homeplace" provides supportive hous-
ing, workforce development, access to
healthy food, K-12 school initiatives, and
care for survivors of trauma and commer-
cial sexual exploitation. The Birthday Of-
fering grant of $75,000 is helping renovate
their historic building and expand pro-
gramming based on community needs.

Our PW has already begun gathering
the Birthday Offering, and I ask that you
consider making a donation, of any
amount. Checks payable to Presbyterian
Women, and designated for “Birthday
Offering,” can be mailed to Kitty Bristow,
PW Treasurer, 116 Marbella Way, George-
town 78633.  As of the newletter deadline,
$570 has been received. Our Birthday Of-
fering was $448 in 2019. COVID-19 has in-
terrupted many things, but generosity
does not have to be one of them! The peace
of Christ be yours,

—Beverly Jones, co-Moderator

PW collects Birthday Offering for 2021 grants

Online Training for
“Into the Light: Finding
Hope through Prayers
of Lament"

Habitat for Humanity, Williamson
County, construction update

StonePressions donated and installed the
kitchen counter tops in the home under

construction on Marshall
Street in Taylor.

Up next is final electri-
cal work followed by land-
scaping. HH hopes to
close on the house with
the homeowner in July.

 1st Friday of the Month: Camille’s Memory
Cafe (virtual), 10 a.m.  A virtual social gath-
ering for individuals living with changes
in their thinking or memory, mild cogni-
tive impairment or dementia due to Alz-

A Gift of Time Adult Day Center events in July
heimer's disease or related disorders. A place
to relax, have fun and meet others. A diag-
nosis of dementia is not required to attend.

 1 st Tuesday of the Month (starting in
July): All-Female Caregiver Support Group
(virtual), 10 a.m.

 2 nd Tuesday of the Month (starting in
July): All-Male Caregiver Support Group
(virtual), 10 a.m.

 3 rd Tuesday of the Month (starting in
July): Adult Children of Parents with
Memory Loss Support Group (virtual),
10 a.m.

For more information about A Gift of
Time, go to the web page, agiftoftime
georgetown.org, or contact Josie Zamora,
Executive Director, agiftoftimeadc@gmail.
com or 512-688-6497.

Even though Mission Sew-
ing is not meeting in person,
our members are busy
creating many handmade
items at home. In response
to a call from the William-
son County Children's
Advocacy Center, members
Lenice Smithwick, Linette
Harwell and Alison Harri-
son delivered their stuffed
animals with matching
blankets in June.

Thank you, ladies, for
representing Mission Sew-
ing. Your donations are
greatly appreciated.

—Kathy Jones

Mission Sewing
is continuing to operate without its many
volunteers.

Fresh Food for Families will start again
the 1st, 3rd and 5th Mondays from 9 - 10 a.m.

The Caring Place’s mission is to be here
for the community during and after this

pandemic, and the organi-
zation needs help to make
sure that happens. If you
would like to donate,
checks can be mailed to The
Caring Place, P.O. Box 1215,
Georgetown 78627, and
made out to TCP. Checks of

any amount are more than welcome. You
can also donate through the web page,
www.caringplacetx.org. The organiza-
tion’s income has dropped dramatically and
because of this they are not able to help
nearly as much as usual. So please give
prayerful thought to this need.

Financial assistance for those needing
help from TCP is being handled remotely.
Call 512-943-0709 and leave a message.

Thank you for all you do.
—Jenny Carswell
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M I S S I O N

Don Weymeyer (left) wears
a face mask and shield as he
serves “drive-by” commun-
ion on Pentecost Sunday at
Seguidores de Cristo Presby-
terian Church (below).
Because of the COVID-19
pandemic, “The city says no
indoor church so we tried to
take the Eucharist outdoors,”
Don said. “In Mexico they
are saying churches will not
open until August!”

Martha & Don Wehmeyer,
(bottom left)

As the new FPC Mission Advocate for mis-
sionaries Dr. Don and Martha Wehmeyer
and their church in Yucatan, Mexico, I
researched the origins of First Presby-
terian‘s involvement there.

Don‘s mother, Helen Douglass, was a
long-time member of FPC until her death
last year, so he was nurtured here. Don
graduated from Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary. While there he was
inspired by a fellow student to consider a
ministry in Mexico. Don went to Mexico
in 1981 after seminary, was hired by the
Presbytery of Mexico and has been there
ever since. There he married Martha, a
medical doctor, and they raised three
children, all of whom graduated from
universities in the U.S. and live here.

You can learn about the Wehmeyers’
church ministry on Facebook at “Misión
Presbiteriana Seguidores de Cristo”
(Followers of Christ Presbyterian Church
in Sitpatch, Yucatán, Mexico.) The congre-
gation of 40 members carries out a vibrant
program of study, prayer, worship and
outreach to their small community. During
the coronavirus outbreak they have been
providing meals for 30 families every week.
This is especially critical because the
economy is so diminished by the lack of
tourism and the low price of oil.

Don also teaches at San Pablo Seminary
and travels when possible to Columbia,
South America. He mentors young men
preparing for the ministry and will bring
two of them to a retreat in North Carolina
this summer to learn more about theology.

In the 1990s a group of members from
FPC made a trip to Yucatán to visit the
Wehmeyers. Don remembers the special
skills shared by George and the late Jean
Biggs, who set up the library he enjoys
today. George also prepared some music
with Spanish texts, and he and Jean
returned to Yucatan four times.

Don also speaks about FPC members
and former missionaries Bill and Bonnie
Stump, who have become good friends
They returned to Yucatán twice to help the
Wehmeyers build a retreat center, Geth-
semane, used by Christians from all
traditions for spiritual formation and
marriage enrichment. It also serves as a

base for frequent short-term mission teams
from the U.S.

Bill  Stump said that after the group
from FPC experienced the vitality of small
churches in Mexico, they were inspired to
help launch San Gabriel Presbyterian
Church in the growing community of
northwest Georgetown. In shepherding
visiting groups to Yucatán, Don has earned
a reputation as a great guide. I hope that
when conditions brought about by the
coronavirus pandemic improve, we can
again sponsor a trip to Mexico.

 The Wehmeyers are supported entirely
by mission offerings from individuals and
local churches. Some funds are dedicated
to him through Antioch Partners, an
ecumenical organization with 65 workers
in 20 countries. It has an office in Houston.

The Presbyterian Church in Mexico was
begun in 1872 and now is estimated to have
more than a million members in 63
presbyteries, which include eight that speak
indigenous languages.

As contributors to the Wehmeyers’
mission we are called “Senders,” and I
encourage you to pray and give generously
to further their work with followers of
Christ. —Vivian Davis

The town of Sitpach is
located in the Municipality
of Mérida, in the state of
Yucatán, Mexico. It has a
population of 1,634 and 545
dwellings. Mérida is the
capital and largest city in
Yucatan, as well as the
largest city of the Yucatán
Peninsula. The city is
located in the northwest part
of the state, about 22 miles
off the coast of the Gulf of
Mexico.

Wehmeyers continue work in Mexico

SEGUIDORES DE CRISTO
congregación presbiteriana

See next page
for excerpts from
Don’s newsletter.
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C O M P A S S I O N A T E   C A R E   M I N I S T R Y

Penny Leone, RN
Parish Nurse

pnurse5@aol.com

Other hours
by appointment

All day Tuesday
Office Hours:

When this is over, may we
never again take for granted
A handshake with a

stranger
Full shelves at the store
Conversations with

neighbors
A crowded theater
Friday night out
The taste of communion
A routine checkup
The school rush each

morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring
Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday
Life itself.

When this ends
may we find
that we have become
more like the people
we wanted to be
we were called to be
we hoped to be
and may we stay
that way—
better for each other
because of the worst.

—Laura Kelly Fanucci

Summer is a time to kick back and take things a little easier. I
hope that is how the summer is working for you.  The point is
that summer isn’t really the time of year that I want to take on
“big changes.” I’ve been on the outlook for small changes that
make a big difference and it turns out there are many of them!
Here are a few:
 Floss—The mouth is one of the dirtiest places on your body.
There is even evidence that bad oral hygiene contributes to
heart disease. So add flossing just once a day.

“Flipping the Money Switch: When Is It Time

to Use Your Money for You?” is the topic for

the Senior Seminar in July. It will be held vir-

tually beginning at 10 a.m. Thursday, July 16.

You will need to register at SeniorsLiving

Smarter.com/seminar or by calling 512-818-

0988 to be invited to the Zoom webinar.

Now is the time to make your appointment! Right Path is coming to FPC on Thursday,
July 30. Formerly HealthScreens, RightPath is a nonprofit organization that has visited
FPC many times to provide ultrasound and doppler screenings to detect various dis-
eases. The staff is professional and friendly, and they give you the quality report at the
end of your appointment. By participating, you can find out if you are at INCREASED
RISK for stroke, aneurysm, osteoporosis, diabetes, heart disease and many cancers. The
11 tests screen the liver, kidney, gallbladder, pancreas, spleen, heart, thyroid, legs and
abdominal aorta for  conditions such as abdominal aneurysm, atrial fibrillation, stroke,
peripheral arterial disease, abnormalities and growths. All 11 tests cost $200. The tests
may be available in smaller packages or individually. Space is limited so call 1-800-770-
0240 to ask questions or to schedule your appointment. To read more, go to the website
www.rightpathscreening.org.

Points from Parish Nurse Penny Leone

Little
Changes
 Lose Weight—Eat 100 fewer calories a day and you could weigh 10 pounds less at the
end of the year.
 Eat a Healthy Diet—For each additional portion of fruits and vegetables per day that
you eat, your risk of heart disease is reduced by 4%. Take a stroll around the local
farmer’s market to find fresh ideas and foods.
 Organize Your Workspace—A poorly organized workspace
can result in back and neck discomfort that shouldn’t be ig-
nored. Take a few minutes to straighten your life!
 Exercise—At least 30 minutes of brisk walking improves your
mood immediately. Exercise done every day is considered by
many experts as the “magic bullet” for disease prevention and
avoidance. You can also reap the benefits of swimming or danc-
ing for at least 30 minutes. And try adding just 20 toe touches,
20 sit-ups and 20 pushups to your day.

Let me know about what you’d done and how you feel!

Senior Seminar

RightPath Health Screenings July 30
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JULY

The teachers of adults will
take a well deserved break
as we head into July.
Thank you for learning
new skills, keeping your
classes together and teach-
ing. Enjoy this break as we
all plan and prepare for
the fall. It is wonderful
that we can all worship
together each Sunday! 

—Joy Bedford

Teachers of adults:
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An FPC mission
project helping

members with routine
home maintenance

Call the Church
Office to schedule a

visit from one of FPC’s
Friends in Deed

22% said it would be quite a while before
they return.

As to whether they would be willing
to attend their Sunday School class where
it typically meets at church, 30% said yes,
28% not right away, and 42% indicated
they didn’t attend a class.

When it comes to the attendance level
that members would be comfortable with
in the Worship Center, 43% said “half-
filled,” but 28% indicated they would not
be comfortable even if it were only one-
quarter full. Only 9% said they would be
comfortable if it were filled to capacity.

Asked if they would be willing to at-
tend a worship service at a different time
than the one they typically attend, in or-
der to allow people to spread out more in
the Worship Center, 70% said they would,
and 23% weren’t sure.

Almost 41% said they would be will-
ing to attend a service in an overflow room
with live projection to ensure that wor-
shipers are spread out; 27% said they
would not; and 32% weren’t sure.

Asked what precautions they would
take when returning to worship, the re-

sponses were: avoid shaking hands (175,
90%); sit six feet from others (164, 84.5%),
wear a face mask (162, 83.5%), avoid physi-
cal contact (164, 84.5%), avoid crowded
hallways (138, 71%) and bring their own
hand sanitizer (108, 56%).

When it comes to precautions they ex-
pect the church to take, the responses were:
84.5% (164) no hugs or handshakes; 82%
(158) use another method for distributing
communion elements; 81% (157) provide
hand sanitizer; 148 (76%) use a different
method of collecting the offering; 75% (145)
prop doors open so they don’t have to
touch door handles; 70% (136) practice
social distancing in Sunday School seat-
ing; and 58% (113) limit any kind of hand-
outs.

Given some alternatives to resuming
in-person worship, 136 of 190 respondents
(72%) said they would prefer online wor-
ship service only, 107 (56%) said outdoor
services, and only 15% (30) expressed in-
terest in small groups meeting in homes.

Almost 77% of the respondents said
they have attended FPC from five to 10
years or more: 10-plus years, 60%, and 5-9
years, 17%. Half of the members respond-
ing are 70-plus years in age, 32% are 50-
69, and 18% are 30-49.

—Marty Curtis

Survey results
(cotninued from page 3)

Email:
churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org

Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert

Pastor
703 S. Church Street

Georgetown, TX 78626

FIRSTWORD
published monthly by

Phone: 512-863-3381
Fax: 512-868-1226

Arrival and Departure: 
 Please respect social distancing upon arrival and

departure 
 Take temperature—if over 99.6, you are not allowed

to attend
 Hand sanitizer upon arrival (will be provided)

Food: 
 No sharing of food
 Bring your own snacks/ drinks 
 If food is served, it will be separated and not

communal 

Masks: 
 Required for everyone

Meeting Size: 
 Limit to 10 people per event (unless the event is a

worship service)

Bathroom: 
 One at a time
When entering to use the bathroom, use a Lysol wipe

to clean each surface that is touched 

Swimming: 
 Masks on when out of the water 
 Maintain social distance in the pool
 Limit the number of people in the pool so that social

distancing can be observed 
 Sanitize before entry 

Miscellaneous Precautions: 
 No sharing electronics 
 Attendance must be taken 
 No singing 

Resources: 
John Knox Camp Covid Plan
Christianity Today article 
PCUSA Covid 
CDC Guidelines for Youth Camps 

Social Meeting Expectations at This Time—June 10
These are in-person expectations for outdoor meetings of less than 10.
Guidelines may change as more information is learned and evaluated. 

CORCORCORCORCORONAONAONAONAONAVIRVIRVIRVIRVIRUS:US:US:US:US:
The Church is open;

just the building
is closed.

Friends
in Deed

The premiere of FPC’s virtual Coffee House in early June featured music (instrumental and vocal) tap dance and
poetry. Photos: (from left) Eric Seaman, Ruth & Emily McEntire and Nancy Robohn. Others on the program were
Shawn Levsen, Bill Poe, Joyce Joiner, Beverly Jones, Celeste Frost, Philip Smith, David & Cathy Ramsey, Sandy
Hayes, James & Angela Ramsey, Carolyn Pursley, Joy Bedford and Susan Isenhour.

WEDNESDAY

1

8
Joy Bedford on
vacation thru 7/18

15

22

29

THURSDAY

2

9

16

23

30
8:00am RightPath Health

Screenings

FRIDAY

3
Pastor Boby on vacation thru 7/13
Church Office Closed Friday &
Saturday: Independence Day

10
Church Office closes at noon

17
Church Office closes at noon

24
Church Office closes at noon

31
Church Office closes at noon

MONDAY

29

6
Kathi Davenport on
vacation thru 7/10

13
Hulseys on vacation
thru 7/31

20

27

SUNDAY

28
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

5
Communion
David Lee Hulsey Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

12
Dr. Ken Peters Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

19
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

26
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

TUESDAY

30
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

7
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

14
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:45 pm Executive Comm

21
Sue Bell on vacation thru 8/7
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Diaconate

28
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session Jaime Cowan on vacation from 7/11 thru 7/17



F I R S T   W O R D 5

Our church library has a
handy guide to the relig-
ious traditions, everyday
practices, philosophical
beliefs and historical
foundations of Judaism.
Essential Judaism: A Guide
to Beliefs, Customs, and
Rituals by George Robin-
son is the “go to” text to
satisfy your curiosity or
fill in your knowledge
gap about the “People of
the Book.”

One needs only to
look at the “Contents”
to see the depth of
George Robinson’s
research. Here are a few
examples: the Jewish
idea of prayer, the names
of God, the festivals, the
high holy days, engage-
ment and marriage, the
Mitzvot, Kashrut/the
dietary laws, how the
Mishnah works, Yiddish
(the mother tongue) and
on and on it goes.

Peruse this book and
you won’t be disap-
pointed. Shalom, y’all.

—Mike Carson

Want to know
more about
Judaism?

Since shelter-in-place restrictions caused
by COVID-19 took effect, David Lee (DL)
Hulsey said the FPC Youth Ministry has
held ZBS (Zoom Bible Study) every
Wednesday and a few outdoor, in-person
gatherings while social distancing. After
finishing a “Fruits of the Spirit” Zoom
study started at the beginning of the
spring semester, the youth went to a
shorter devotional-type study mixed in
with a few games. 

”But most of our time on Zoom con-
sisted of checking in with each other to
see how everyone is fairing during the
pandemic, as well as sharing prayer re-
quests,” the Youth Director said. ”We
took a two-week break at the end of May
because, frankly, the youth, their families
and Sarah and I were kind of worn out
juggling Zoom meetings for school,
church and meetings.” He added that he
and Sarah, his Youth Director partner,
wanted some time to think about how
Youth Ministry could support and spiri-
tually encourage FPC youth and their
families during the summer as the
coronavirus pandemic continues.
   ”We are waiting for the ODTAP com-
mittee’s recommendations for FPC groups
so we can come up with a plan for how
we can meet in a safe manner in the

Youth continue Bible study via Zoom
future. We envision in-person gatherings
of youth on Wednesdays in people’s back-
yards while practicing social distancing
and wearing masks. We also want to offer
some spiritual opportunities for all youth
and make provisions for those who might
not be ready to return to in-person gath-
erings just yet.”

The Hulseys started 20- to 30-minute
“Spiritual Encouragement” video confer-
encing sessions on three Thursdays (two
in June and one remaining session on July
2). These focus on helping youth learn
about a spiritual discipline practice (such
as lectio divina (divine reading), breath
prayer and others, DL said.

Having had to cancel the youth’s sum-
mer mission trip to Alaska, the Hulseys
are going to keep their eyes open for pos-
sible weekend mission options in the fall.

Since no mission trip involving manual
labor is planned for the summer, as many
of those trips do, David Lee is offering to
teach interested youth about construction
if they want to help him with a small
project. “That’s not mission but just an
opportunity for us to enjoy seeing youth
learn and grow while many other activi-
ties and events are not happening,” Sarah
said.
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church,” Philip said. And they urge
churches to follow the advice of medical
professionals, listen to city/county/state
authorities, consider local conditions and
track the latest developments in the
coronavirus pandemic (testing, number of
cases, number of hospitalizations and
number of deaths).

“While I knew much of this informa-
tion—about church music during this cri-
sis and going forward,” Philip said, “I
learned a lot of other things. We’re all
pretty aware that singing, particularly
group singing, is a serious issue going
forward for the next one to two years.
Congregational singing indoors is defi-
nitely not going to happen. Even congre-
gational prayers, liturgies and other
unison speaking could be an issue.”

The reasons science says choirs rehears-
ing or singing together is not safe for now
are:
 There is no solution for the distancing
or spacing required, sufficient indoor ven-
tilation and elimination of the risk of aero-
solized virus.
 There are no masks (even N-95) safe for
singing. An N95 mask would help, but
singing in one could make it hard to
breathe and lead to medical complications.
 Tests for the coronavirus are not yet fast
or accurate enough, and transmission of
COVID-19 is thought to occur before
symptoms appear.

What makes singing conducive to
spread of COVID-19? As one expert put it:
Aerosol particles are small enough that
they can be emitted from a person just
through the normal act of breathing.
Singing or loud speech increases the aero-
sol cloud in size and distance. Aerosol par-
ticles are small, they can travel as far as 16

feet, and they float in the air for a long
period—even 12 hours at a time. If the room
or space where aerosol is present has an
air conditioning system or a draft that
moves air around, that aerosol can stay
buoyant for an indeterminate amount of
time.

Although there are questions and un-
knowns about COVID-19 and how it is
spread, there is a great deal of consensus
among voice researchers, speech-language
pathologists and voice teachers who are
almost all in agreement that singing
together now is not safe enough. That re-
ality has an impact on every church choir.

However dire the news, though, a Ca-
nadian choral director, had this to say: “If
choir is about teaching and learning,
growing, connecting, community, cultural
exploration and transmission, and inno-
vating, we will find a way to have choir.”

And across America, as in Georgetown,
at First Presbyterian Church, choir direc-
tors and other musicians are exploring how
to keep music a part of worship until it is
safe for the return of church choirs—music
in livestreamed services and music when
we return to public worship.

—Marty Curtis

We asked Philip some questions
to hear his thoughts on how
this challenge posed by the

COVID-19 crisis will be met
by the Music Ministry at FPC.

Here are his responses:

What are we going to do without a choir
when we return to public worship? 
We will have choir in different ways, pri-
marily utilizing audio and video tech-
nology. Susan Isenhour, our Associate
Music Director, and I are working together
to discover, learn, innovate and plan ways
we can continue to bring choral, vocal and
instrumental music to our worship services

at a time when singing to-
gether at the same time, in the
same space, is not possible. It’s
not the same as singing or
playing together in a real live
ensemble. So the musician is
not as fulfilled. But with tech-
nology, we can produce an
experience—for the listener
and for worship services—
that evokes similar emotions
and aids in our worship to-
gether.  

Like those who made their
lamentation by the waters of
Babylon, our harps are
hanging on the willows. Our
tongues have been silenced.
How can we sing the Lord’s
song…in a time of exile,
illness, and isolation?…
when singing has become a
dangerous activity?…when
choir rehearsals are “super-
spreader events”?….

As people who have
devoted our lives to leading
the people of God as they
lift their voices in song, we
are heartbroken. At the
same time, we respect the
wisdom of experts who have
warned of the high risks
associated with public
singing during the COVID-
19 pandemic. We believe
that current measures to
restrict singing—as much as
we might lament them—are
in the best interest of the
church and world at this
time....

We know that the praise
of God can never be silenced.
The ancient and eternal song
of God’s saving love will
never end....We will keep
tuning our hearts to that
cosmic symphony, joining
our voices with a great cloud
of witnesses, the people of
God in every time and place,
forever singing: Holy, holy,
holy! Until our final breath,
we will proclaim the final
words of the final psalm,
“Let everything that
breathes praise the Lord!”

A Response from the
Presbyterian Association
of Musicians, May 21, 2020
(excerpted)

Church music
(continued from front page)
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“The world’s gone crazy.” I’m sure many
of us have thought that phrase is very fit-
ting right now. I’m pretty sure I have spo-
ken those words aloud several times re-
cently with friends and family. With
COVID-19, protests over racial equality,
unemployment, the economy, tension be-
tween neighboring countries and, oh
yeah, it’s an election year—we get over-
whelmed and stressed out about it all. 

I was praying about all these things,
asking for God to give peace and clarity,
but secretly hoping to just be removed
from it all. But then the Lord brought my
thoughts to the Church, and its call to be
the hands and feet of Christ bringing about
glimpses of God’s Kingdom in our midst.
And then God brought my thoughts spe-
cifically on First Presbyterian of George-
town. We have the same purpose for our
church as The Church does. I had to laugh
out loud as I felt God saying to me, “This
isn’t a country club; this is the church!” 

So true. I am not here to pay my mem-
bership fees and be served with benefits. I
am here to serve God by serving others

and being open to who God is calling me
to be and how the Lord is working within
me. If I’m not pursuing growth in my faith
to better know God, then I am not allow-
ing the grace and mercy of the Holy Spirit
to thrive within me. I’m stopping myself
short of the fulfilling life God has offered
me. I don’t want to miss out on that!

So I pray for myself and for our church,
that God would give us rest, in mind, body
and soul (because we all REALLY need it
right now). And then I pray that we
would continue to enjoy being in God’s
presence. From there, I pray for guidance
and direction in the ways we as individu-
als and as a church family are being called
to care for one another, to serve our
community’s needs, and share God’s grace
and mercy so that others would know His
love.

I think that would be good for this
crazy world right now. When we see so
much bad, it is good for the eyes to catch
glimpses of the Kingdom.

—David Lee Hulsey

Prayers for while we‘re in a crazy world

Helping Hands:
Sarah Hulsey said youth
will continue to collect items
for Helping Hands “when
we gather in person, by
encouraging youth and
families to bring items for
pantry bags.” (Read about
this organization supported
by the youth and others in
our church on page 8.)

KVUE -TV gave a shout-
out to Dan Arnold as it
honored the Class of 2020.
Dan is valedictorian of his
Georgetown High School
senior class and is a four-
year varsity letterman in
cross country and track. He
plans to attend Vanderbilt
University in the fall.

FPC youth:

He has his summer planned.
Fifteen-year-old entrepreneur
Sam Brainard (rising sopho-
more) started his own
business: setting up Nerf
birthday parties and events. 

Income
 Pledges $423,694 $841,881 50%
 Other $67,123 $105,180 64%
 TOTAL $490,817 $947,061 52%
    
Expenses
 Validated Mission $25,259 $57,593 44%
 Local/Other Mission $13,125 $29,802 44%
 Ministry of the Word $57,928 $148,501 39%
 Program/Support Staff $193,971 $468,710 41%
 Christian Education $9,848 $39,350 25%
 Music and Worship $11,904 $21,756 55%
 Evangelism/Care $2,935 $11,115 26%
 Property $37,198 $90,500 41%
 Stewardship/Finance $7,074 $19,700 36%
  Other Oper Expenses $13,955 $43,970 32%
 Debt Retirement $40,647 $97,548 42%
 TOTAL $413,844 $1,028,545 40%

Actual Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - May 2020
General Operating Fund

Everything for summer has been canceled.
Let’s just put up our Christmas trees and call
it a year!

Today’s Plan: Get out of the house and exercise.
Reality: Put on exercise clothes. Eat two
cupcakes.

All flights from John Lennon Airport at Liver-
pool are canceled. Imagine all the people….

I ordered a chicken and an egg from Amazon.
I’ll let you know.

Due to the quarantine, we’ll only be telling
inside jokes.

Me: Alexa, what’s the weather going to be
this weekend?

Alexa: Why, where do you think you’re going?

Kinda feeling like the earth just sent us to our
rooms to think about what we’ve done.

Humor (for these times)
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The Centers for
Disease Control
issued “Interim Guidance
for Communities of Faith”
that includes: “Consider
suspending or at least
decreasing use of a choir/
musical ensembles and
congregant singing, chant-
ing, or reciting during
services or other program-
ming, if appropriate within
the faith tradition.

FPC’s Cantata Choir

Does our church have the technology to
provide music, choral and instrumental,
until it is safe for choirs to return?
Yes. The technology is there. The person-
nel hours it takes to make it all happen
week after week is the biggest challenge
on the technology front.

What’s the major challenge our Music Min-
istry is facing, given what we know about
how COVID-19 can be transmitted?
The greatest challenge is the grief. For en-
semble musicians, it’s a part of who we are
at a very deep and emotional level. Though
it is temporary, to have that taken away
so quickly from us is difficult. It’s a tem-
porary loss that causes real grief for many
of us.

The second greatest challenge is wrap-
ping our heads around the fact that sing-
ing is not safe right now. The words
“singing” and “not safe” do not naturally
go together in the same sentence. Before
this, I never would have imagined a time
where I would say those words! And,
then, beyond that is the challenge of help-
ing others also comprehend that reality.

There was a choir in Washington state
with about 120 members. In March, as re-
strictions were just starting because of the
coronavirus, the director told them he
would hold rehearsal, that everyone could
spread out, and attendance was optional.
About 60 choir members showed up
and at least 45 developed COVID-19. Two
of them died.

Will there be congregational singing?
No. Not until it’s safe to do so. We need to
come up with creative ways of involving
the congregation in music and hymns
without singing. It’s an incredible chal-
lenge. Until we know more, and know
that it is safe to do so, we can’t safely sing

in the presence of others and then remain
in that space for any amount of time. The
fact is, someone could be carrying the
coronavirus who has minimal or no symp-
toms, and if they sing, it causes aerosoli-
zation. That person singing in a room full
of people could quickly find themselves at
the center of an outbreak. Being outside
greatly reduces the risk of transmission by
singing, but it’s still not safe. What if a
breeze blows past a singer who is carry-
ing the virus and blows towards others?
It could have serious consequences.

We have even stopped singing the
hymns live in worship on Sunday morn-
ing livestreams when it is just four to six
of us in the room because we all remain in
the space for the rest of the service. We are
now recording hymns as videos during the
week, and they are played back into the
livestream at the appropriate time during
Sunday morning worship. That way, only
a couple of us show up at the church, do
the hymn recordings, and then leave.

We all want to sing!  Our choir mem-
bers are aching to be back together again
and join our voices together as one. Con-
gregations relish the seemingly distant
sound in their mind as they remember
what corporate hymn-singing sounds and
feels like. A recent report from the Ameri-
can Choral Director’s Association states
this well: “Singers in worship choirs [and
congregations] are anxious for a return to
an activity they find deeply rewarding. It
is important to reinforce frequently that
singers’ safety and well-being are held as
the highest priority in decision making…”

What resources will the Music Ministry rely
on in maintaining music in our worship
now (as we stay at home) and when we
gather together again?

(continued on next page)

Until we know
more, and know

that it is safe to do
so, we can’t safely

sing in the presence
of others and then

remain in that
space for any

amount of time. 

‘‘

—PHILIP SMITH
Music Director
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Work continues on “The Gathering Place” project:
Cabinetry was being installed June 23 for the six-foot coffee bar along the wall of the
former parlor room.

Dear FPC Family,
Thank you for your
remarkably generous
response in support of
The Gathering Place!
The renovation of it and
the bathrooms is under-
way, which means that
currently the lobby area
is fairly dusty and filled
with tools of every kind.
Even so, it is readily
evident just how much
more expansive and
welcoming the space is
becoming. Truly, it will
be a wonderful expres-
sion of God's generous
hospitality, and I very
much look forward to
the day we share in
fellowship there, both
with one another and
those whom God is yet
to call among us.

The ODTAP survey was an effort to
get the congregation’s input on several
aspects of resuming live worship. The
results were presented to session on June
23 and the decision was to continue to look
for the hospitalizations to stabilize before
naming a return date.

Karen Rayburn is chair of the Safety
and Security Committee and also serves on
its task force. Other task force members are
Nancy Robohn, Kelly Ann Seaman, Joy
Bedford and Dr. Lynn Azuma (medical
consultant). Their work is focusing on a
plan for return to church buildings. The
plan will be reviewed and finalized by the
entire Safety and Security Committee be-
fore it is presented to session. Information
will be shared with the congregation
through emails, the church web page, post
office mailings and Facebook.

he results of an FPC congregational survey are in, with 194 responding, and
the results are being shared by the Safety and Security Committee and its
task force, “Open the Doors and There’s All the People” (ODTAP). As states
T

and counties ease restrictions on church gatherings, caused by COVID-19, church
leaders will consider the results as they continue to assess how and when it is safe to
re-open the church campus for in-person worship and activities.

The results show that, “Like the rest of
the community, we are split on our re-
sponses,” Karen said. “But I think we lean
toward doing what we can to protect each
other. We all would like to be back together
but that time may not be now.”

The task force also shared guidelines for
small-group outdoor meetings—with
fewer than 10 people. “Outdoor meetings
are not as risky as indoors, so we are slowly
starting to open that up, cautiously,” Karen
added.

In the survey almost half of the mem-
bers (46%) indicated they would return to
in-person worship at the first opportunity
(19%) or at the first opportunity but with
some concerns and precautions (28%).
Another 24% said they would wait sev-
eral additional weeks before attending, and

(continued on page 11)

Task force has results of member survey

“Open the
Doors and
There’s All
the People”
(ODTAP)
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Technology. I wouldn’t consider myself a
professional videographer, editor or pro-
ducer, but I’ve gotten a whole lot better at
it over these last months. Susan is work-
ing alongside me to learn these things, too,
so that we can continue to provide music
and opportunities for musical involvement
through quality audio and video
recordings. We are reliant on our Macs,
iPhones, iPads and a good bit of profes-
sional-level audio and video software and
equipment.

 What will music look like in worship ser-
vices in the meantime, say over the year or
two that is predicted for it to be safe for
choirs to return?
We are looking at the possibility of a screen
in worship…screech go the brakes for
many of us! What? Yes. However, the need
for a screen in worship at FPC has noth-
ing to do with how other churches have
used screens, projecting lyrics. That’s not
who we are as a worshiping congrega-
tion. Besides, there are many complexities,

including copyright permissions, if we
project music and lyrics on screens or use
them visibly on the livestream. We’re not
getting rid of the hymnals. We’re also not
talking about a screen being central to the
worship space. 

We are talking about a screen in the
Worship Center-Fellowship Hall, in the
northeast corner, around the chair stor-
age closet. This is all in very early stages
of discussion and investigation at this
point, and we still have many steps ahead.
So, it’s a concept for now. Imagine, also, a
viewable, but discretely placed screen in the
hall being used for a congregational meet-
ing, a night at LOGOS or a Youth Minis-
try group. Imagine people who can’t
otherwise attend worship being able to par-
ticipate in leading worship by recording a
video of themselves saying a prayer or a
call to worship and that video being used
in the service.
   Without a screen in the hall, the
livestream folks at home would see and
hear, but in-person worshipers would only
hear what’s going on without being able
to see it.

Will it be safe for handbell performances?
As soon as it’s safe to gather together, even
socially distant, we will find a way to have
handbells. In fact, we may even consider
starting additional handbell ensembles for
those who just want to be part of a musi-
cal group that doesn’t involve singing.
Handbell ringing is relatively easy to learn
if you have a basic understanding of how
to read music. If you don’t, we can help
you! 

Church music
(continued from front page)

The greatest
challenge is the

grief. For ensemble
musicians, it’s a

part of who we are
at a very deep and

emotional level. 
Though it is tempo-
rary, to have that

taken away so
quickly from us is

difficult. It’s a
temporary loss that

causes real grief
for many of us.

The second greatest
challenge is wrap-

ping our heads
around the fact that
singing is not safe

right now. The
words “singing”
and “not safe” do
not naturally go

together in the same
sentence. Before this,
I never would have

imagined a time
where I would say

those words! 

‘‘
‘‘

—PHILIP SMITH
Music Director

This spring, the phrase “March Madness”
took on a very different meaning with a
drama being played out in sanctuaries
across the country, rather than on basket-
ball courts. With government officials
issuing edicts of no gatherings of 10 or
more people in public, Presbyterian
churches, large and small, scrambled to get
online using technology that they had
either heard of, dabbled in or had been
wanting to use in their own ministries.

The only way to stay connected was
through the use of technology, using plat-
forms—such as Zoom meetings and
Facebook Live—that had traditionally
been looked upon warily by churches.

A Barna Group study, “The State of the
Church 2020,” in which data was collected
in December 2019, noted that while the use
of technology has grown in the last de-
cade, it was still a novelty in the church,
with just 2% of practicing Christians say-
ing they attend a church that produces a
digitally videotaped or livestreamed service.

COVID-19, though, has changed that
statistic. How great its influence on
churches remains to be seen. For now,
though, the question is whether or not
churches that were forced into the world
of technology will continue to use such
services for ministry.
—Excerpts from April 20 “Presbyterians To-
day” article by Donna Frischknecht Jackson,
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pt
0520-digital/

The digital church arrives:
Is it here to stay?
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2 Bill & Joyce Hinds
6 Ken & Susan Poteete
8 Thomas & Susan Isenhour

Pat & Penny Leone
Jerry & Ann Pearson

11 Chris & Kimberly Poe
14 Michael & Adana Gipson

Larry & Phyllis Perkins
19 Jack & Lenice Smithwick
20 J.C. & Linda Johnson
23 Claude & Joanne Folta

Richard & Maria Jenny
26 Ron & Sharon Place
28 David & Cathy Ramsey

Travis & Sandra Walden

1 Oliver Stenborg
Sam Stenborg

3 Phil Bookert
Hayes Kennedy

4 Rowan Guidici
Emily McEntire

5 Suzanne Stallings
6 Carolyn Pursley

Jim Root, Jr.
Micki Wiesner

9 Christina Bondesen
Landon Leloux
Kinsley Leloux
Sharon Place
Mason Smith
Wilma Spencer
Nancy Spivey

12 Keith Tucker
13 Dennis Boroczk

Mark Lund
Cass Wheeler

15 Rick Galloway
Jason Wagner

16 Robert Cravens
17 Nicholas Bondesen
18 Kay Cox

Ben Schmalstieg
19 Annabelle Guinn

Angie Harris
Betty Smith
Roger Taylor
Tim Taylor

21 John Decker
Grayson Kennedy
Ardith Lane

22 Roger Molenda
23 Janet Byram

Matthew Pilcher
Phil Smith

24 Bill Baechtel
Wanda Wallace

25 Rachel Isenhour
Shawn Levsen

25 Elizabeth Miller
26 Joanne Folta
27 Chris Poe
28 Thom Bausch
29 R.W. Ragan
30 Carter Osborne

Avery Rayburn
Magen Smith

31 Cathy Fullinwider

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church

Among Our People

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

J U L Y   W O R S H I P

Continuing our summer sermon series,

“What If It’s a Long Trip?”

July 5
Communion
David Lee Hulsey Preaching

July 12
Dr. Ken Peters Preaching

July 19
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

July 26
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

In the hospital last month: Annabel
McClure (surgery), G-Ann Martin (sur-
gery) and Carol Siekmeier (surgery).

In memoriam:
 Harvey Henning joined the Church Tri-
umphant May 29. Services were held June
3 at Ramsey Funeral Home. Harvey had
been a member of our congregation since
August 1996.
 Fred Cowen joined the Church Trium-
phant June 20 in Carrollton. He had been
a member of our congregation since Feb-
ruary 1998, serving as an elder from 2001-
2003 and teaching adult Sunday School
classes several years. No services are
planned at this time. Cards may be sent to
Martha at 1153 S. Redman Ave., Marshall,
MO 65340.

Thank you:
 We would like to thank the congrega-
tion for all the cards, prayers and support
during Fred’s recent hospital stay. We have
been blessed to be part of First Presbyte-
rian Church for the past 23 years and will
miss you all. —Fred & Martha Jean Cowen

During this pandemic, when we are not wor-
shiping in person, the flower arrangements you
are providing continue to be used by Compas-
sionate Care staff in our Flower Ministry. The
arrangements are divided into smaller bouquets
and put into bud bases, then taken to our shut-
ins and members in the hospital. If you want
to take your arrangement home, contact
Christina Bondesen prior to that Sunday
and make arrangements for someone to
leave it outside or give you a temporary
entry code.

 Thank you for your kindness, sympa-
thy, prayers and cards at a time when it is
greatly appreciated. We are forever grateful.

—Ruth Henning, Dana Hall,
Scott & Robin

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; 1st Staff Sgt. Mat-
thew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann Kai-
ser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne Smith’s
son-in-law; Nicolaas Leloux; Tech. Sgt.
Robert McClanahan, grandson of Minta
McIntosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh;
Sgt. 1st Class Paul Rayburn; Nicholas
Stamos, Larry & Helen Burk’s grandson;
and Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy
Hayes.

(livestreamed)

5  Betty Smith
12  Thomas & Susan Isenhour
19  Richard & Maria Jenny
26  Bill & Faith Baechtel

Flowers in Worship / July
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(continued on next page)

About race and racism

Pastor Bobby tells his story
Pastor Bobby‘s story about race and
racism began when he was a boy
growing up in the Midwest, in a

white part of Wyoming, a suburb of Cin-
cinnati. He shared his story June 18 with
church members and interested persons
via Zoom.

At the end, he announced that he will
facilitate an ongoing virtual conversation
about race and racism each Thursday on
Zoom beginning July 2. To him, what
has happened in our nation in recent
weeks presents an opportunity for
people to learn and share their stories.
He reminded his listening audience that
Jesus often taught using stories, or
parables.

If you missed Bobby’s talk, the video
has been posted to the church’s YouTube
channel. It can be accessed at www.you
tube.com/c/FirstPresbyterianChurch
Georgetown.

As a boy, Bobby recalled thinking
that racism was no longer a major con-
cern. He said, “I grew up in this com-
munity with the idea that racism was
largely a thing of the past. I never con-
sciously thought about that fact as much

as it was as assumed as the air we breathe.
I knew racism and racial strife and un-
rest were a part of our nation’s history as
recently as the 1960s and 70s—but that
was then.”

Brown vs. the Board of Education was
the answer on his history test when asked
about what landmark ruling declared
segregated schools unconstitutional.
“And it always struck me as odd that
someone had to decide on something
that seemed so obvious to me and every-
one I knew.”

When he listened to a song, “Colored
People,” released in 1995 by the Chris-
tian rock band DC Talk on their album
“Jesus Freak,” Bobby said it was the first
time he heard anyone really talk about
race. “I wondered why someone would
sing such a song. Why did they feel it
important to name the beauty of our di-
verse skin tones?”

Bobby’s story continued by recount-
ing various high school, college and early
adulthood memories of race and racism.
Throughout that time, he largely contin-
ued to think of racism of any kind, indi-
vidual or systemic,  as a thing of the past.

Bobby doesn’t recall

ever having a black

teacher or coach

throughout public

school, college

or seminary.

“When I looked out

upon the educated

and professional

world, black people

had no place in my

imagination.

I certainly believed

they could be there:

I just grew up with-

out seeing it.”

The Presbyterian

church his family

attended was large,

but it had almost no

black people even

though it was

located in a

neighborhood where

more than 60%

of the residents

were black.

Pastor Bobby, Leo,
Michelle and Dexter

P
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COVID-19, possibly through emis-
sion of aerosols. Outbreaks of the
virus have been attributed to choir
rehearsals or choirs singing in
churches in the U.S. and other coun-
tries.

Philip participated in a webinar
in early May where a panel of music
and medical experts considered the
question: “What Do Science and Data
Say about the Near-Term Future of
Singing?” In a nutshell, the answer:
There’s no safe way for singers to
rehearse together or sing together
until there is a widely available vac-
cine and a 95% effective treatment for
the virus. And it could be two years
before both happen. That message
about church music in the age of
COVID-19 sent shockwaves across
the global music community as a new
reality settled in.

The webinar experts acknowl-
edged that the situation is different
“for every area, every city, every

How church music will be different
because of the coronavirus pandemic
The “Book of Order” of Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) may say it best
when it comes to the role of singing
in worship: “For millennia the people
of God have sung psalms as praise
and prayer to God….To the psalms
the Church has added other hymns,
canticles, and spiritual songs.
Through the ages and from varied
cultures, the Church has developed
many other forms of congregational
song, accompanied by a great array
of instruments. We draw from this
rich repertoire in the Service for the
Lord’s Day, singing glory to God.”

To Presbyterians, lifting our
voices and singing glory to God—
whether by a choir or the congrega-
tion—is as much a part of our
worship experience as the preaching
of the word, the reading of scripture,
saying prayer, confessing our sins,
partaking in communion and giving
our offerings. And to that worship
experience we could add the enjoy-
ment of instrumental music—organ,
piano, handbells and other instru-
ments—that help is in singing glory
to God.

So what we are hearing from ex-
perts—from choral organizations,
scientists and medical professionals—
about the role of singing in the pos-
sible spread of the coronavirus leads
us to ask: What will music and sing-
ing be like when we do return to
worship together?

Philip Smith, FPC Music Direc-
tor, has been warning session’s Wor-
ship Committee for several months
that live choir music will probably
be the last element to return to wor-
ship as we have known it, and for
several reasons.

Since the coronavirus pandemic
hit, the mere act of singing is thought
to contribute to transmission of

(continued on page 12)

Christina Bondesen, Susan Isenhour, John McEntire and Philip Smith
record a hymn for livestream worship.

Race and racism:

Pastor Bobby’s
personal story
Pastor Bobby said he told his sto-
ry June 18—as it relates to race
and racism in our country—
because he recognized “we are
grappling with our call as a church
in a time of profound unrest, par-
ticularly along the lines of racial
injustice.” He adds, “And we hard-
ly know where to begin. Or if we
have begun, we have most likely
been overwhelmed quickly and
perhaps even paralyzed.”

So he offered his story, some-
thing he has never done before. “I
think we learn a great deal about
ourselves when we have to try
and put our story into words.
And so I ask for grace, and also
extend my grace as you may have
questions or comments after this
or in the coming days, or may
have your own stories to share.”

(See page 14 for Bobby’s story)
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“Churchwide Antiracism Policy”
Approved by the PC(USA) 222nd General Assembly,
2016 (excerpts) https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/item/40835/

Racism is the opposite of what God intends for humanity. It is the rejec-
tion of the other, which is entirely contrary to the Word of God incarnate
in Jesus Christ. It is a form of idolatry that elevates human-made hierar-
chies of value over divinely-given free grace.

Because of our biblical understanding of who God is and what God
intends for humanity, the PC(USA) must stand against, speak against,
and work against racism. Antiracist effort is not optional for Christians.
It is an essential aspect of Christian discipleship, without which we fail to
proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.

While recognizing that racism victimizes many different racial ethnic
groups, we acknowledge its unique impact on the African American com-
munity.

The PC(USA), operating today in a culture of brokenness, must speak
clearly about what it means to embrace antiracism as a major part of its
corporate identity….The Confession of 1967, forged in the midst of the
trauma and tragedy of racial strife in the 1950s and 1960s, is a clear and
unequivocal mandate for the church to take decisive action against all
forms of individual prejudice, xenophobia, institutional, systematic, and
structural racism.

The centerpiece of an antiracism ministry is the congregation. This is a
place where moral values can be taught and nurtured. It is also a place
where families can receive support in nurturing values essential for living
in an intercultural society. It is a place where worship and nurture come
together in ways that can transform lives and perpetuate values that will

change both church and society. Congregations are
also strategically placed to effect change in the com-
munity by building bridges of communication across
racial and cultural lines, as they worship together
and learn how to live into a vision of one church in
Jesus Christ. Thus, those working with local con-
gregations, including staff, need to be trained in both
antiracism work and community organizing.

9.44 a. God has created the peoples
of the earth to be one universal
family. In his reconciling love, God
overcomes the barriers between sis-
ters and brothers and breaks down
every form of discrimination based
on racial or ethnic difference, real
or imaginary. The church is called
to bring all people to receive and
uphold one another as persons in
all relationships of life: in employ-
ment, housing, education, leisure,
marriage, family, church, and the
exercise of political rights. There-
fore, the church labors for the abo-

Pastor Bobby
(continued from previous page)

That began to change in 2014.
after the deaths of Trayvon Martin,
Eric Garner and Michael Brown.
Their deaths and the accompany-
ing protests had him considering
afresh the ways that there still may
well be “two Americas” as Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. spoke of in 1968.

At the time, Bobby was pastor
in Richmond, Virginia. He went to
the church archives and found two
sermons that were preached about
racism, one in 1969 and one in
1994. In 2014 he quoted from both
of those sermons, and he said that
it may have been possible to con-
tinue reading those sermons in full
because they were every bit as ap-
plicable in 2014 as they were in pre-
vious years.

After that particular sermon,
Bobby recalled how “Eleven of the
12 black church members sought
me out and thanked me. I was
stunned by the gravity of their
gratitude, and it started me on a
journey to learn as I was realizing
that at least some, if not many, in
the black community saw and ex-
perienced the church and society
through a different lens.”

He began reading books by
black authors, watching movies and
TV shows about black people, and
reading theology by black theolo-
gians. Often the journey has in-
cluded awkward and humbling
conversations with black colleagues,
congregants and friends, he said,
but he is grateful for the relation-
ships that have been formed and
strengthened.

As Bobby pointed out during his
talk, Ephesians 2:14-19 makes clear
that Jesus has broken down the
dividing wall that exists between
people groups. He has made us
“one household of faith.”

Bobby said, “It is truly a holy gift
and calling to pursue living together
in this household.” —Marty Curtis

lition of all racial discrimination
and ministers to those injured by
it. Congregations, individuals, or
groups of Christians who exclude,
dominate, or patronize others,
however subtly, resist the Spirit of
God and bring contempt on the
faith which they profess.

—Book of Confessions, PC(USA)

Confession of 1967
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