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Humor

FPC committees and groups Zoom-ing away

(for these times)

The rector of an Orthodox
Church in Virginia had
never used Facebook Live
until during the pandemic.
When his parish closed
and members were directed
to pray at home, the rector
wanted to make the liturgy
available to them.
In a March Facebook
post (shared more than
2,000 times) he told how his
child walked him through
use of the livestreaming
feature. Unfortunately, the
child didn’t walk him
through its filters, which
overlay special effects on a
speaker’s face.
The rector realized
afterward that when he
stepped close to the camera,
a pair of large googly eyes
appeared on his face
throughout the video.
A long line formed at 7:45
a.m. at the grocery store
that opened at 8:00 for
seniors only. A young man
came from the parking lot
and tried to cut in the front
of the line, but a woman
beat him back with her
cane.
He returned and tried to
cut in again but a man
punched, then kicked and
rolled him away.
As the young man
approached the line for the
third time, he said, “If you
don’t let me unlock the door,
you’ll never get in there.”

Presbyterian Women Board, Beverly
Jones, Moderator
“I’ll admit Zoom isn’t as good as having
everyone in a room together. When someone speaks, there can be
some guessing about
who said what. Everyone
has different equipment,
and some participants
don’t have a computer or
phone adequate for the
full Zoom experience. But
while we cannot meet in person, Zoom
meetings are a good option. We will use
teleconferencing for the June board meeting and planning meetings for the Austin Cluster Fall Gathering planned for this
fall.”
Multiple Meetings, Babs Cape
Babs said she has two wishes: “I wish my
computer had a camera, and I wish I had
bought stock in Zoom!”
She has been using her iPhone to
Zoom for six committees or groups: both
Executive and Administrative session
committee meetings, as well as monthly
session meetings, weekly Surveyors Sunday School class, weekly “Virtual Coffee
with Pastor Bobby” and “The Gathering
Place” lobby expansion committee meetings. However, she ordered a webcam in
May and hoped to use it on her PC.
With the teleconferencing software, it
was an opportunity to learn something
new, she said, “and it’s fun to see all the
faces and hear the voices. So I am grateful for the means to do that. The experience seems to be satisfactory to all of us
using it.”
Mission Committee, Celeste Frost, Chair
“Zoom works great. We’ve had Mission
Committee meetings via Zoom, and Robert Cravens has been the expert at keeping that working. We’ve also used it for
Surveyors Sunday School class, with Bill
Stanley making it work for us. He’s been
a wonderful administrator for it. I probably would have had a horrible time with
it, but I have such a great husband who
is the expert ‘techy’ person and makes it
work. And having the worship services
available has been such a blessing.”

(One that’s not Zoom-ing) Education &
Nurture Committee, Adrianne Brandt,
Chair
“Our committee has been doing its business via email. Some members are ‘Zoomed
out’ and others are appreciating the flexibility of having one less scheduled meeting.”

Small Groups
By the time stay-at-home restrictions were
imposed in March, the Education & Nurture Committee had been talking about
starting a small group ministry in the
church. After a meeting of interested parents, three small groups of parents of
young children were formed, led by Kelly
Ann Seaman, Sarah
Hulsey and Magen
Smith. The groups
were later opened to
parents of youth.
Kelly’s group continues to get together
on Zoom to discuss a
book the committee
bought for its members, 100 Things Every
Child Should Know before Confirmation by Rebecca Kirkpatrick.
Kelly says, “The purpose of these
groups was to open a space for togetherness, to connect with our families, to encourage each other in our faith and our
parenting.” Meeting since April 5, her
group has five couples.
“We all have kids who are in middle
school and younger,” she adds. “The inspiration for these groups was truly a
home study with families, and so it’s been
tough to pivot when that original dream
was so wonderful. We all look forward to
actually being able to gather together and
eat with one another. We are thankful to
spend the time in our Zoom meetings,
cheering each other, singing happy birthday, having kids pop in and out. But I
can only imagine how much more wonderful this will be when we reunite!”
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Lobby of
Worship CenterFellowship Hall

Goal reached!

Work begins May 26
on lobby, bathrooms
Donations in May toward “The
Gathering Place” lobby expansion
project have exceeded the $15,000
needed and are enough for the
contract also to include updates to the
restrooms off the lobby. At newsletter deadline, contributions from church members
totaled $28,117, with more donations coming in. Work was to begin May 26 and is
expected to take four weeks. Kyser Enterprises is the contractor. They were the contractor for remodeling of the entry into
Worship Center-Fellowship Hall.
Even before fundraising started, the
$49,000 lobby expansion project was
already 75% funded: through a $10,000
donation—as a matching grant from an
anonymous donor—and $27,183 from a
restricted Texas Presbyterian Foundation
money market account established for
building purposes. To date, more than
$65,300 has been raised through the three
sources of funding. Work on the restrooms will take $12,500.
Expanding the lobby from 840 to almost 1,500 square feet will make it more
open and hospitable for greeting—and for
fellowship with—visitors. Fellowship
Time between Sunday School and the 11
o’clock service will be moved from Room
101 to the lobby as a 14-foot-long counter/
coffee bar will be added along the back wall
of what has been the parlor. Some parlor
furniture is being moved to Room 111,

Pastor Bobby (left) and Keith Brainard, Babs
Cape and Mike Carson discuss plans for an
area in Room 111 to be used during worship as
a “cry room” with a changing table.
which will be used as a comfortable “cry
room” with a changing table and sound
from the worship service.
When the project was approved by session in April, it was with the stipulation
that funds had to be raised by June 15 so
that work could hopefully be completed
while the church has suspended all inperson gatherings. It took just two weeks
to reach the goal of $15,000.
When elders Babs Cape, Keith Brainard
and Mike Carson were appointed to shepherd the project, they recognized that some
members have been significantly affected
by the weakened economy during this
COVID-19 pandemic. They also recognized
that other members were trying to honor
their annual pledge and support other
missions and nonprofits. The committee
urged those members to honor any commitments they were trying to keep. Only
if a member had an interest in supporting
the project and available funds were they
invited to consider contributing.
(continued on next page)
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Among Our People
ANNIVERSARIES
1
2
5
6

8
10
11
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
29
30

Bill & Nancy Dudley
Bob & Jerri Jones
Bill & Bonnie Stump
Ben & Melissa Pilcher
Robby Bedford & Gabrielle
Boyum
Del & Jerry Burkett
Richard & Joyce Dorr
Eric & Jeanie Wiesner
David & G-Ann Martin
Ron & Liz Weaver
John & Carole Alsup
Jeremy & Chessa Rizzotto
Phil & Jeanne Smith
Walt & Libbie Ragan
Fred & Laura Herbst
Stephen & Emily Patterson
Corey & Elizabeth Bailey
Sam & Jennifer Whitehead
Jim & Heidi Winter-Johnson
Aaron & Lindsey Kozak
Ralph & Willie Gibson
Doug & Judy Bond
Don & Marilyn Mehaffey
Ben & Donna Nichols
David & Carol Holmes
Jim & Nancy Marks
Shane & Emily Littleton
Jeff & Judy Willett
Philip & Magen Smith
Bob & Dordi Duncan
John & Ruth McEntire
David Lee & Sarah Hulsey
Chuck Keith & Inok Downing

BIRTHDAYS
1
2
4
5
6
8
12
13
14
15
17

18
19
20

Jay McEntire
Melissa Wilson
Caroline Gremillion
Lily Hulsey
Demeree Jackson
C.J. Smith
Cameron Wenzel
Jeremy Gambell, Jr.
Landen Hammit
Gene Gregory
Chuck Keith
Linda Thomas
Sturdy Wanamaker
Jim Winter-Johnson
Cora Miller
Chris Osborne
Sheila Wooten
Bob Albers
Maddox Azuma-Hall
Steven Jones
Mary Mitchem
Gary Nelon
Mary Allen Burton
Sam Brainard
Mary Ann Fine
Teresa Wilson
(continued on next page)

Boldface indicates
a member of
First Presbyterian Church

(livestreamed at 11 a.m.)
7
Communion/Home Communion
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Genesis 1:1-2, 4a;
Matthew 28:16-20

In the hospital last month: Fred Cowen,
Donna Nichols and Jeanie Wiesner (surgery).

14
Dr. William C. Poe Preaching
Scripture: Romans 5:1-8; Psalm 130

In memoriam: Howard Dudding joined
the Church Triumphant May 15. Services
are planned for a later date. Howard had
been a member since October 1999.

21
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

Congratulations to Katie Bradford who
in May completed requirements for a PhD
degree in Communication Studies at the
University of Texas, Austin, by defending
her dissertation.
Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Hammond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandsonin-law; Garrett Herbst; 1st Staff Sgt. Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne Smith’s
son-in-law; Nicolaas Leloux; Tech. Sgt.
Robert McClanahan, grandson of Minta
McIntosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh;
Sgt. 1 st Class Paul Rayburn; Nicholas
Stamos, Larry & Helen Burk’s grandson;
and Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy
Hayes.

Humor (for these times)
“If someone wants your toilet rolls, give to
them your hand gel also.” —Matthew 5:40
(sort of). (“And if any man will sue thee at
the law, and take away thy coat, let him have
thy cloak also.”)
He asked, “Lord, what about that time when
there’s only one set of footprints?”
“Look closer, my child; the year was 2020.
I was still walking with you but at a social
distance.”

28
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

Lobby expansion
(continued from front page)
Recently, the committee did a “walk
through” with Pastor Bobby after receiving input from several people, including
Mona Andersen, who had suggestions for
the coffee counter. It will include a small
refrigerator, a wall-mounted microwave
and a 36-inch sink. The water fountains
will be relocated near the coffee counter.
As walls are removed, some existing furniture in the lobby will be relocated to
maintain as much open space as possible.
Some bookshelves will be eliminated or
moved, and the television will be mounted
in the space where the water fountains are
now located. A cabinet below it will be used
to store communion trays and plates.
While the area added to the lobby will be
carpeted, a space around the new counter
will have vinyl plank flooring.
The committee believes this project is
timely since the work can be done while
very few people are in the church building
because of the coronavirus pandemic. The
expanded lobby will facilitate hospitality
by opening up the current space where
congregation members visit, greet visitors
and form a line to speak to the pastor and
liturgist after the sermon. The project also
is using funds from an account designated
for building purposes—although for a
purpose that may never be a reality: a new
sanctuary on the site of Roberts Printing.

Pastor now comfortable with Zoom
For someone who admits to having used
Zoom just once or twice before the
COVID-19 pandemic hit, Pastor Bobby
has become proficient in its use for virtual session and deacon meetings, staff
meetings, his new “Virtual Coffee with
Pastor Bobby” and continuing education.
He attends one or two webinars a
week in which leaders from around the
country hold a forum on the challenges
and opportunities facing the church in
these times. “I usually just listen in, and
hear the panelists speak, while also using
the chat feature to ask questions or provide brief responses.” His favorite
trainings come from the Macedonian Ministries Foundation web page (https://
mministry.org//).
Even people who don’t drink coffee
have signed in for Bobby’s Wednesday
morning Virtual Coffee get-together.
Some church members are there, relaxed
and often with a coffee mug in their hand,
sometimes on their patio.
“I think Virtual Coffee has been a blast!
I’m always a little nervous because I
genuinely never know how it will go. But
I think that’s a lot of the fun: It’s the spontaneous and serendipitous aspects that
folks enjoy most.”
Overall, when he’s Zoom-ing, Bobby
says he feels relaxed. “I’m in my own
home and everyone else is in theirs. Something about that creates a sense of ease.
On the other hand, as moderator, I’ve
found it can be stressful since inevitably
some people will have a hard time getting
into the meeting or they’ll have some sort
of issue with their audio. And it takes constant focus to figure out how to moderate in a way that truly has folks speaking
up but not talking over one another. The
nonverbal cues we rely on in person just
are not there for people to determine when
is a good time to speak or respond.”
Bobby was somewhat surprised at
how the conversation has gone during
the weekly coffee hour. “It’s not quite an
organic, back-and-forth conversation that
‘flows’ the way it might in person. But
people are getting good at sharing their
thoughts, and then letting others share.
At staff meetings, folks go around one at
a time with their report or update. After
someone finishes, I ask if there are ques-

tions or comments. In person, we would
be a bit more relaxed about this process,
but I find that structure is key to ensuring everyone can speak and respond in a
meaningful way.”
Bobby finds the “chat” feature of
Zoom to be helpful. Participants can type
questions or remarks in case something
else needs to be said.
Like other Zoom-ers report, background noise during a session is an issue. “Often people don’t realize the noise
is coming through their computer audio.
It could be because of a poor signal or
some family member talking in the background.” As host or moderator of a meeting, he can mute any and all participants
at any time to help eliminate background
noise.
With stay-home, stay-safe orders in
place, Bobby said video conferencing is a
great substitute for in-person meetings.
“It was stressful and intimidating for a
number of folks to use, at least the first
time. I for one was anxious to begin using it! I’d only used it maybe one or two
other times, and not in the past couple of
years. I’m glad to feel so comfortable now,
and I see this being very helpful down the
road even when we are not distant from
one another. For instance, Mission
Presbytery committee meetings can be
easier through video conferencing instead
of delegates driving from all over Central
Texas to attend a meeting somewhere in
the presbytery region.”

Zoom is a cloud-based
video conferencing service
used for virtual meetings by
video or audio-only, or both.
The software has been
around since 2013, mainly
used for business teleconferencing and telecommuting
and distance education.
Since March, the software
has seen increased use by
churches, schools and other
organizations following
quarantine measures
adopted in response to the
coronavirus pandemic.
At FPC, Zoom has been
used for, to name a few,
session and deacon meetings, staff meetings, adult
Sunday School classes,
committee meetings, and
Presbyterian Women board
and planning meetings.
Whether using Zoom on a
computer, laptop, smartphone, tablet or other device,
FPC members are staying
connected while being apart.

An email invitation goes out each week with instructions on how to log in
or call in to the Zoom meeting and join the pastor at 9 a.m. Wednesdays.

WITH PASTOR BOBBY
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(continued from previous page)

Summer Sermon Series:

Based on the question, “What if it’s a long trip?”

Using Zoom to
connect, relate
news to Bible
TheWired Word
adult Sunday School
curriculum, to which
FPC subscribes,
provides lessons on how
the Bible is alive
today by linking the
latest headlines and
current events to
relevant scripture.
Each weekly installment gives the
Tolberts, class leaders,
the choice of two Bible
study lessons, including biblical commentary, discussion
questions and reference
materials that relate to
a topic in the news that
week—perhaps even a
news event occurring
the same day.

The Crossroads Sunday School class, led
by Patrick and Amanda Tolbert, during
normal times meets and discusses a topic
taken from the day’s news headlines.
When the coronavirus hit, the class continued to meet with Zoom but with
Patrick leading the discussion while
Amanda “graciously” takes care of their
two children.
Patrick was no stranger to Zoom,
using it daily for work at KXAN television station in Austin. “But it has proved
to be a refreshing experience to see different faces on Sunday morning,” he
said. He describes the class’s experience
with Zoom as being “fantastic.” He added,
“The only downside is when the two of
us want to speak at the same time, one of
us needs to scoot out of the way so the
camera can focus on who is speaking.”
Everyone who has joined the class on
Zoom has been able to participate. “Our
classmates have been reasonable about
waiting for one another to speak and rais-

ing their hands when they wish to speak.
If anything, there are fewer interruptions
via Zoom than when we meet in person.”
One problem he encountered early on
involved his audio “cutting in and out.”
He moved to another room where the
WiFi was stronger. “We learned pretty
quickly that folks who use their phones
can see only a limited number of people at
a time compared to computer users who
can see everyone at once.”
Zoom has been very easy for all firsttime users in the class, Patrick noted. “Its
simple design and friendly interface facilitate participation rather than intimidation. This hasn’t been an issue in our class
and has worked quite nicely for deacons’
meetings.”

Crossroads was joined by Homebuilders for a virtual fellowship on Easter Sunday.

At the very end of the time with children on Sunday, March 22, Maggie Seaman raised her hand and asked David
Lee, “What if it’s a long trip?” She was
responding to David Lee’s children’s message in which he focused on the essential “packing list” one needs in the
journey of life.
It turns out, her question has
really become the question all
of us have been considering since this
pandemic began:
What if this is a
long season of life?
And it sparks
other questions:
What if our journey as a church is significantly unique for an extended period
of time? What if this journey goes on so
long that we don’t ever get back? What
if we end up somewhere quite different?
What if it’s so long that God has to train
us for new terrain?
Truly, what if it’s a long trip!
Her question has struck me because
it is prophetic, and it has generated
within me dozens of other questions

that are of critical importance for our
time. In fact, as I mentioned in a sermon a few weeks back, I really think
Maggie's question was Jesus speaking,
through her, to all of us.
That said, I have been working
alongside the staff worship planning team, and we plan to use
Maggie’s question as the title of
our summer sermon series
(June 7 - August 23).
During this series,
we will look at various times in scripture where the
journey was long—
literally, metaphorically or otherwise. I believe that as we
consider these journeys, we will find
Jesus providing us manna, wisdom and
love for our journey.
I look forward to walking alongside
each of you on this extended trip.

Assessing when it is safe to gather in person
As a new month begins, no timeline or
date has been set for when we might
return to holding worship and other
activities in the church buildings.
The FPC session and the Safety & Security Committee continue to assess how
and when is the best time to re-open the
church campus for in-person worship
and activities. That committee, in particular, is working to identify and consider
the resources that can help us more clearly
name when and how we return together,
says Pastor Bobby.
The committee has formed a smaller
task force called “Open the Doors and
There’s All the People” (ODTAP). It consists of three elders, Nancy Robohn, Kelly
Ann Seaman and Karen Rayburn (from
the Safety & Security Committee); staff
member Joy Bedford, Education Director;

and church member Dr. Lynn Azuma,
medical consultant. ODTAP’s work will
focus on formulating and fine-tuning a
plan for return to in-person activity in the
church buildings. The plan will be reviewed, edited and finalized by the entire
Safety & Security Committee before it is presented to session.
“We are committed to assessing the
situation each week as we receive guidance from the national, state and local levels and from Mission Presbytery,” Bobby
said. “We continue to seek to do what is
wisest and most loving each step of the
way. We will keep you up to date on this
ongoing work. In any decision that is
made, know that we are ever-desirous to
love God, each of you and our neighbor
as fully as possible.”

21 Carol Siekmeier
23 Katy Bedford
Jullee Mapes
Barbara Nelson
Maggie Seaman
Cindy Sharpnack
Jeanne Smith
24 Ema Osborne
25 Sam Matthews
Bill Poe
26 Elijah Crenshaw
27 Cindy Roberts
28 Celeste Frost
Tammy Wanamaker
29 Louis Fairchild
Robby Isenhour
30 Bruce Gunn
Mikey Jackson
Sue Juncker
Laura Miller
Amanda Tolbert

Thank you’s:
Dear Church Family, “It is
an ill wind that blows
nobody some good.” Our
“good” comes in the way of
Zoom! We are able to connect with the Surveyors
Sunday School class! We
are also grateful for Bobby
and his sermons. The
“Closing the Distance”
starts our day off in such a
meaningful way. I guess
this tells you we miss you
and are grateful for the 23
years we attended First
Presbyterian, Georgetown.
—Blessings,
Keith & Sue Renard
Thank you to all at First
Presbyterian Church in
Georgetown. Thank you so
much for doing the Sunday
services online. It will be a
long time before we are
comfortable attending on a
Sunday morning and this
gives us a chance to “go” to
church each week. We do
miss getting to see all our
friends in person but we
would rather be safe. We
also appreciate the daily
devotionals. Thank you to
all who are keeping us
informed and doing a very
difficult job. Blessing to
you.
—Dave & Alison Harrison
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Survey rs to study Acts during June

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Joy Bedford
Education Director
joy@fpcgeorgetown.org

Vacation Bible School
After much consideration, the Education &
Nurture Committee has
made the difficult decision to cancel VBS this
summer.
With so much uncertainty, the guarantee of
gathering about 100
children and adults
together safely just
doesn’t seem possible
this year.
However, we look
forward to a fabulous
VBS in 2021!

Launching W
ednesday
.m
Wednesday
ednesday,, June 3, at 10:30 aa.m
.m..
Hey, kids! Mrs. Joy, Mrs. Jaime and Mrs. Kelly can’t wait to connect with
you! Mrs. Jaime will send parents a Zoom link, and we will Zoom for 30
minutes! We have questions to ask, scripture to read and prayers to be
said. We cannot wait to see the faces we love!

Using Zoom to video conference is a great
way of keeping the Surveyors class members engaged since March, when the
church suspended church gatherings, Bill
Stanley said. During May he led the class
in a review of the New Testament with
readings from Paul’s letters. This follows
a class on Isaiah led by Celeste Frost.
“It has been a blessing for our class,
providing a way for us to stay engaged.
People are looking for human contact and
interaction and, even though this is virtual, Zoom has been a way to provide it.
There was a learning curve but many
people were already using Zoom with
other organizations. One of our members,
Sharon Place, is experienced with online
conferencing and has mentored us.” Bill
also signed up for online training.
Not all of the usual class members
chose to participate but most who usually attended the Sunday School class
during normal times have been attending
via Zoom. “Our average attendance has
actually been greater than our attendance
when we were meeting in person. I think

Bill Stanley will
lead a study of
Acts during the
month of June
for the Surveyors
class. If you
would like to join
this class in June,
email Bill at
billnlois@
suddenlink.net.

JUNE 2020
SUNDAY
31

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

2

3

8

9

10

14

15

16

21

22

28

29

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

7

Communion/Home Communion
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH
Dr. William C. Poe Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

FRIDAY

THURSDAY
4

5

11

12

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

30

1

2

3

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:45pm Executive Comm
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Pastoral Care
Staff Meeting
Newsletter Deadline
Diaconate

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session Meeting
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

10:30am Admin Comm

Presbytery Meeting
(also meets Saturday)

Church Office Closed:
Independence Day

people have a need for the contact, and
our timing is like live Sunday School,
occurring just before the livestream of
worship.”
A problem Bill encountered involves
the program that members used to enroll
through Zoom. “It only allows 40 minutes for a session, and we found during
our first session that wasn’t enough time
so I upgraded to the next level. We now
have unlimited time.”
Another issue was how to get participants engaged in the virtual session. “We
have fewer people taking part in discussion, but there are ways the leader can
get more people engaged. One method was
pre-class assignments.”
Bill said it’s important that the class
leader not be the session or meeting host
since there is too much involved for each
role—leader and host. “The host needs to
‘mute’ the participants and allow them to
un-mute when they wish to speak. Then,
when finished, mute themselves again.
With a lot of open microphones, there is
way too much background noise.”

liturgists/children’s moment). But we do
have a good core group who faithfully log
in each week.”
There have been a few technical difficulties, Karen added, with people being
unable to log in, lag time and poor voice
quality. “We tried to play a DVD lesson

on someone’s computer by sharing the
screen and that didn’t work. So we improvised—they played it on their TV and
pointed the webcam at it. It worked just
fine! So far, each issue we’ve run into has
been resolved, if not that week, then by
the next week.”

On Sunday, May 10,
a record number, 27,
attended the Surveyors
class, Bill said. It might
have actually been 29, he
added, since he thinks
they lost one couple
along the way. He also
thinks this might speak
to the human condition
of needing to have
relationships with each
other and with God.

Sunday morning, May
17: What an unfortunate time for Zoom
to experience issues
of users hosting and
joining meetings right
as Sunday School
classes were trying to
meet. After three
attempts to host a
9:45 a.m. Surveyors
class, Bill Stanley said
he gave up.
At 10:30 a.m., Zoom
reported that users
“should now be able to
host, join and participate in Zoom meetings
if they restart their
sessions.”

If you would like to
join the Homebuilders
class in June, contact
jones.karen.leslie@
gmail.com.

Spotlight coverage
continues on next page.
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They’re Zoom-ing, too:
SPOTLIGHT

Educational groups other than Sunday School classes

Having
Sunday
School
and
meetings
by video Homebuilders class members meet online
ments and some solid discussion. Again, I
n March 19, Karen Jones, longtime
conference O day
really can’t take credit as the leader since
facilitator of the Homebuilders SunI’ve been a bit out-of-pocket, but I think
School class, hadn’t fully
that video conferencing has nicely bridged
returned to church after the death of her
during
the gap until we can all be together again.”
husband Len Staller on February 4. To
Most class members are in the workcover for her, class members had signed
COVID-19 up “But
ing phase of life, Karen pointed out, so
to facilitate discussion through April.
they are not strangers to video conwhen social distancing started,
ferencing.
we were all reeling a bit,” Karen said. “I
crisis
David Lee Hulsey was an invaluable
think we didn’t really believe we wouldn’t

Women’s Lunch Bible Study:
When the coronavirus pandemic hit, the
Women’s Lunch Bible Study group was
in the middle of a Lenten study. The
women have always met at church at
noon on Wednesday over a sack lunch.
Now, the women are continuing to meet,
connecting through Zoom each week as
they begin a study June 3 of Toxic Charity:
How Churches and Charities Hurt Those They
Help, And How to Reverse It by Robert D.
Lupton (see column at far right).
Karen said, “There is good discussion
with usually 12 or so on the call, and we
purposely make sure all are included in
the discussion. Usually the first 10-15 minutes are devoted to catching up on how
everyone is handling the lockdown and
then we get into Bible study.”
She noted, “Initially, it was challenging to get everyone connected. But these
old dogs are learning new tricks. We have
several techies who can help the rest. It’s
great seeing everyone and catching up—
not like in person, but we wouldn’t be
without it.”
Jana McCown said she is “totally impressed with the software and with the
ability of people to figure it out. I think
it’s very user-friendly.” So user-friendly
that even older members in the group are
able to use it.
There have been a few problems—such
as the difficulty in getting the audio con-

by Marty Curtis

HOME
BUILDERS
Unless the Lord builds
the house, its builders
labor in vain.
—Psalms 127:1

see each other for more than a couple of
weeks. When it became apparent that it
would be much longer, we realized that
one of the most important things about
Homebuilders is how we support each
other, and seeing each others’ faces is a
big part of that.”
So she sent an email to class members
noting that while “Pastor Bobby, the staff
and church leaders have done a great job
of working to keep us connected during
this time, it struck me that Homebuilders is
a small group and we, too, need to stay
connected during social distancing.”
Karen added, “The response was overwhelmingly positive! I really have to give
my classmates all the credit. After FPC
made the decision to go to livestream worship, we had our first video conference
class during the Sunday School hour on
March 29, and we’ve met every week since.
We’ve enjoyed it! If we can’t be together,
at least we can see each others’ faces. There
have been laughter, a few poignant mo-

collaborator as the class was set up to meet
over Zoom, she said. Discussion facilitators during the past few weeks have been
Katie Bradford, Keith Brainard and Jaime
Cowan. Liz Bailey manages the Zoom invitations, Jaime handles the online signup list for teaching, and Deb Pilcher chose
the curriculum.
“We joined the Crossroads class for a
virtual fellowship on Easter Sunday,
which was a lot of fun,” Karen said.
Since using Zoom to meet, the Homebuilders have completed their study of The
Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian
Life by Adam Hamilton, and started a study
of Sailboat Church: Helping Your Church Rethink Its Mission and Practice by Joan S. Gray.
They will continue meeting in June.
Not every class member has participated, so attendance is down from inperson class.
“Many in our class are involved with
the livestream service (Jeff Pratt, Susan
Isenhour and several who have served as

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study Group:
This group meets every third Friday and
has been studying Sailboat Church: Helping
Your Church Rethink Its Mission and Practice by
Joan S. Gray. When they finish the book
they will resume their normal study of
scriptures for the upcoming Sunday
sermon.
Since Cliff Snyder was unable to be
present and host the group in April, Bill
Stanley facilitated the discussion on Zoom.
“Bill said it was a very good meeting. The
discussion was good and everyone seemed
to enjoy the online experience. As normal,
most issues encountered were related to the
audio and video capability of the users, but
I’m sure it will get better.” Cliff had plans
to host the group on May 15.
Cliff said he generally uses Go To Meeting or Google Meet apps for his business
conferences. “Zoom seems fairly good, but
I haven’t used the share screen feature on
my laptop.”
nection. “We have to tell each other to rotate our phones or cameras to get the best
picture,” Karen said. “And sometimes microphone crackle or dogs barking is a problem.” Women using Zoom for the first time
are sometimes reluctant to try pushing
buttons, she added.
If you would like to join this group,
email Joy Bedford.

Toxic Charity: How
Churches and Charities
Hurt Those They Help,
And How to Reverse It
The Women’s Lunch Bible
Study group will study this
book in June. Public service
is a way of life for Americans; giving is a part of our
national character. But
compassionate instincts and
generous spirits aren’t
enough, says author Robert
D. Lupton. All too much of
charity has become toxic, he
says, devastating to the
very people it’s meant to
help. The book provides
proven new models for
charitable groups that want
to help—not sabotage—
those whom they desire to
serve.

Men’s Lunch Bible Study: “The Sermon on the Mount”
“The Sermon on the Mount” is the topic
of a Men’s Lunch Bible Study that will
meet weekly on Zoom beginning at noon
Wednesday, June 3, led by retired PCUSA
minister Rev. Harry Brown. Matthew
chapters 5 - 7 is Jesus’ longest discourse
and is referred to as the gospel in miniature. In it Jesus calls us as his followers
to a higher righteousness and articulates
the Beatitudes. He then speaks of several
commandments, saying “you have heard
it said but I say to you,” and in each case
he raises the bar in terms of what it means
to believe and follow where he leads. He
teaches about stewardship, prayer, fasting and where true riches lie. He also

teaches about judging others, the Golden
Rule and the importance of building our
lives on faithful obedience to him.
If you would like to get your lunch
ready and log in for this class, email Joy
Bedford, joy@fpcgeorgetown.org.
Rev. Brown graduated from North
Dakota State University and attended
Dubuque Seminary. He retired from fulltime ministry in 2018 after 42 years of serving churches in North Dakota, Nebraska
and Louisiana. He and his wife moved to
Georgetown in February to be near family in the Austin area, and they now worship at FPC.

For more on how our
church groups are
staying connected
while we are apart,
turn to page 12.
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Humor
We need two weeks’ notice
before being sent back into
the real world. We’ll need
the time to become ourselves
again. And by “ourselves,”
we mean lose 10 pounds
and cut our hair.
New monthly budget:
gasoline, $0; entertainment,
$0; clothes, $0; groceries,
$2,799.

(CHURCH) SIGNS OF THE TIMES

YOUTH MINISTRY

(for these times)
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Congratulations to the graduating class of 2020!
Dan Arnold: Vanderbilt University, Engineering
Seth Basey: Plans to stay in the Austin area and go into the plumbing trade
Alvin Gusman: Texas A&M University, Economics
Connor McClure: University of North Texas, Communication Design & Theatre
Preston Perkins: Texas A&M Galveston’s Maritime Academy, Marine Transportation
Abby Staller: University of North Texas, Speech-language Pathology/Audiology
Dan
Arnold

Abby
Staller

Preston
Perkins

Alvin
Gusman

Connor
McClure

Seth
Basey

Breaking News: Wearing a
mask inside your home is
now highly recommended—
not so much to stop COVID19, but to stop eating.
He stepped on the scale and
it said: “Please practice
social distancing. Only one
person at a time on scale.”

Cross at Mo-Ranch
damaged by wind

People keep asking: “Is
coronavirus really all that
serious?” The answer:
Churches and casinos
closed; when heaven and
hell agree on the same
thing, it’s probably pretty
serious.
Never in a million years
could we have imagined
going up to a bank teller
wearing a mask and asking
for money.
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The graduates were recognized via video presentation at the May 3 worship service and at a virtual reception afterwards.

Flowers in Worship / June
First Presbyterian
Church
web page:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org
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Babs Cape
Corey & Liz Bailey
Jim & Heidi Winter-Johnson
Chuck Keith & Inok Downing

High winds at Hunt on April 29 took
down the timber cross that towers
over the Chapel on the Hill at MoRanch.
Dick Powell, CEO and President
of Mo-Ranch, wrote of the photo he
posted: “Sad to see this. Imagine the
force of the wind. The cross is a solid
piece of 4 x 12 lumber and was anchored two feet in the ground in concrete. It was snapped cleanly at the
base. We think we can restore it.”
Contacted later, Dick said MoRanch has decided to have design
work done by a structural engineer.
“The two previous crosses, both
of which broke in high winds, were
designed by people at Mo at the
time,” he said. “We want this one to
be done well and last more than 20
or so years. We are also exploring
putting up a Celtic cross to more
accurately reflect our heritage. Our
goal is to have it by the end of June.”
We can’t wait to see what is in
place on the hill when our allchurch retreat takes place in September at Mo-Ranch.

The cross at the Chapel on the Hill
at Mo-Ranch before April 29

And after the wind uprooted it on
April 29

FPC’s All-Church Retreat - 2020
September 18 - 20
Mo-Ranch

Hunt, Texas

Dr. Cindy Rigby
Guest Speaker/Worship Leader

Contact Joy Bedford if you haven’t yet registered
but would like to attend!
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COMPASSIONATE CARE MINISTRY
Penny Leone, RN
Parish Nurse
penny@fpcgeorgetown.org

Virtual Senior
Seminar in June
“From We to Me: When
You Find Yourself Making
All the Decisions” is the
topic of the Senior Seminar
to be held online Thursday,
June 18. The time is 10
a.m. Register at Seniors
LivingSmarter.com/seminar
or call 512-818-0988 to be
invited to the ZOOM
webinar.

RightPath screens
set for July 30
RightPath (formerly Health
Screens) is coming to FPC
Thursday, July 30! It is a
nonprofit organization that
has visited FPC many
times to provide ultrasound
and doppler screenings to
detect various diseases.
More information next
month!

Points from Parish Nurse Penny
There is an excellent and FUN website at
www.SeniorSenses.org that provides information about our five senses as we age.
One of the fun parts is the “virtual do-ityourself activities” to understand what it
is like to lose your senses. There’s also a
vision simulator to experience what it is
like to have cataracts.
It may seem like a “duh” statement and
I’m going to say it anyway: Our senses
are so important to having a vibrant and
joyful life. There are key things to do to
keep your senses sharp. This month I’m
going to highlight the sense of hearing.
Hearing loss can be attributed to some
medications and medical conditions.
Mostly, though, it’s a result of the physical changes in the inner ear, middle ear or
the nerves between the ear and the brain.
Practical tips are to use ear plugs or
phones to protect your hearing when you

are doing noisy activities. Keep your
weight, blood sugar and blood pressure
at normal levels. Have your ears checked
for wax build-up.
The National Institute on Aging suggests these tips if you are having difficulty
with your hearing:
 Ask people to face you and to speak
slowly and clearly, and to speak loud without shouting. It is okay to ask the person
to repeat the message if you don’t understand it.
 Watch for cues that can be used to understand what is being said with facial expressions or gestures.
 Find a good location to listen in a quiet
place with less background noise. If that
is not possible, place yourself between the
speaker and the sources of noise.

More on FPC missions:

CUPS work focuses on northeastern Mexico
CUPS, Communidades Unidas Pro Salud
(Communities United for Health), is an
ecumenical Christian ministry that strives
to improve the education and health conditions in northeastern Mexico.
CUPS volunteers have an opportunity to support schools in Mexico with
donated school supplies, enrichment materials for the classroom, and quilts, blankets and clothing for cold weather. More
than 50 schools and 3,000 students have
benefited from this FPC-supported mission.
CUPS friends are important in locating health equipment and supplies.
Wheelchairs and walkers are examples of
equipment in great demand. Health supplies such as diapers and nutritional
drinks enable families to better care for
disabled and elderly family members.
Spanish Bibles, combined with the gift
of reading glasses, are a blessing.
With financial support, CUPS continues to work on construction projects in
Mexican schools and health clinics. It employs one part-time person in Mexico who

has been a loyal employee for 25-plus years.
He does construction work and delivers
goods received from the U.S. Another parttime employee delivers supplies to Mexico.
Because of drug cartel violence in the
region for the past 15 years, CUPS has discontinued sending groups into Mexico
during the summer for construction work.
That work was the focus of CUPS. With
God’s help and blessing, the focus has now
changed to doing the work CUPS is currently accomplishing.
Our church has generously supported
CUPS financially and in other ways.
LOGOS has made and donated blankets.
Congregation members and their friends
have collected school supplies, warm clothing, blankets and medical equipment. This
is enormously appreciated.
For more information, go to the CUPS
website, www.cupsmission.org, or call the
mission advocate for CUPS, Cindy
Bausch, 512-240-5625.
Mucho gracias!
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Meals on Wheels delivery by volunteers
from 12 area churches will resume June 1
We might be experiencing a pandemic, but
home-bound senior citizens need to eat.
These are seniors who typically get lunch
delivered to their homes five days a week
by Meals on Wheels (MOW), through Opportunities for Williamson and Burnet
Counties (OWBC).
When stay-at-home directives came
from state and county officials in March,
MOW services continued but without the
volunteers from 12 local churches (including First Pres) to deliver
meals.
Mission advocates
for Meals on Wheels at
FPC are Ben and Donna
Nichols, and they report
home delivery of meals
by volunteers will restart June 1. The
Nichols coordinate and schedule volunteers. The next scheduled delivery for FPC
is July 20 - 24.
During normal, non-COVID-19 times,
FPC provides volunteers to deliver meals
to about 195 seniors every 10th week of
the year. The recipients are spread out over
12 routes around the city, and our church
rotates with nine other groups to deliver
meals. Ben and Donna have been able to
call on 40 volunteers from FPC to serve.
Kelsey Ward is director of the Senior
Nutrition Site at the Madella Hilliard
Neighborhood Center in Georgetown,
where the meals are cooked and packed
for delivery and where FPC volunteers
pick up insulated bags of meals to be delivered. Kelsey told Ben that OWBC staff
are aware that volunteers might have
some concerns about returning to meal
delivery. She assured him, “We are doing
everything we can to ensure the safety of
our staff, volunteers and patrons.”
Beginning June 1,volunteers delivering meals must wear masks, without
exception. Masks also must be worn inside the senior center. Wearing gloves is
optional but encouraged, as is the use of
hand sanitizer after each meal delivery.
Kelsey can provide masks and gloves, but
she encourages volunteers to bring their

own since OWBC supplies could become
limited. To help maintain social distancing, only one team of volunteers at a time
will be allowed inside the center to pick
up meals.
If a client must have food brought inside his or her home, volunteers are instructed not to touch anything. If a
deliverer has to open the door, he or she
should take the proper precautions (e.g.,
hand sanitizer, gloves, hand washing).
Kelsey added, “There
are many households
that have been very understanding and let us
leave their food outside
once we make sure they
are home, safe and capable of getting the meal from the porch.”
The site director said she and her staff
are prepared to help cover for volunteers
when absolutely necessary.
Ben said, “So far, the only responses
from our volunteers have been very
positive. They really care about the clients
and want them to be taken care of. We are
ready to get back to work.”
MOW staff have always used excellent
sanitary procedures and practices in how
they prepare the food for delivery, Ben said.
“And we have policies and procedures for
the delivery process under normal circumstances. This just adds more safety precautions to the process.”
If an FPC volunteer has any concerns
about making deliveries, Ben pointed out,
“all they have to do is to say they prefer
not to make the deliveries and we will find
substitutes.”
While use of volunteers was suspended
for more than two months, meals were
cooked at the site and then frozen for delivery the next week, five meals to a household. Deliveries were made by Meals on
Wheels staff and a small number of recruited volunteers.

If you wish to donate
to MOW in Williamson
County, go to
www.owbc-tx.org.
Be advised that solicitations for funds through
the U.S. mail from Meals
on Wheels is not for
the program in
Williamson County
but for an Austin area
Meals on Wheels.

Some FPC volunteers have
a preferred route because
they have developed relationships with the clients on
that route. Besides delivering the meals, volunteers
check on the client and
report any concerns to
MOW staff.

OWBC has been feeding
some 1,400 seniors during
the hiatus: about 1,100 in
Williamson County and 300
in Burnet County. The cost
of the meals is subsidized
by a federal grant (60%)
and donations (40%).

Marco Cruz, OWBC
executive director, has only
good things to say about
Georgetown’s volunteers.
“They are the best of all
our cities. The churches
come through and they are
so organized.”
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The two photos below
show what you can buy
with $10 at the store and
what The Caring Place
can do with your $10
donation. During the
COVID-19 outbreak,
The Caring Place hasn’t
been accepting food
donations but has instead
relied on buying food
from the Central Texas
Food Bank and their
Feeding America network.
You can take action to
keep our community fed
by donating your dollars. Every dollar has a
lot of buying power!

FIRST WORD

The Caring Place
begins to open up

Disaster assistance
grants awarded

This month The Caring Place is beginning
to open up just a tiny bit. My best suggestion at this point is to go to TheCaring
Place.org/COVID-19 web page and check
out the information.There are details—too
many to mention in this column—but here
are a few that may be useful.
There will be occasional days when you
can drop off some goods. It will be more
or less a do-it-yourself adventure as there
will be no staff to help you unload. Instructions are on the web page. You can
also find out when you can make donations of clothing and other items. The
greatest need right now is for financial help
so please, if you can, make donations of
any size by mailing a check to The Caring
Place, 2000 Railroad Ave., Georgetown, TX
78626. You can also donate through the
web page. Call 512-943-0700 if you have
questions on how to donate money.
Thank you for anything you can do to
make life a little easier for our neighbors
who are suffering and experiencing great
stress at this time.
—Jenny Carswell

In less than a month, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) in mid-April had
granted 208 requests for assistance in the
wake of the coronavirus pandemic—for a
total of $1,119,688 in grants. Of that, 43
international grants were approved for
$289,988, 38 continuity of service grants
for $201,000, 114 domestic assistance grants
for $553,700 and 13 refugee grants for
$75,000.
In late March, as the scope of the crisis
began to take shape, PDA announced it
would be making $2.7 million in grants
available to mid-councils (synods and
presbyteries), congregations and international partners to support work in response to COVID-19.
Most of the grant requests addressed
the impact of COVID-19, such as loss of
income from people losing work and the
strain on programs that provide for basic
needs like food and housing.
Requests have also mostly fallen into
the category of benefiting communities that
are vulnerable and have been historically
marginalized, as COVID-19 demonstrates
again that crises usually fall hardest on
communities that can least afford it.

PPP loan to cover eight
weeks of church payroll
What your $10 buys at
the grocery store.

What The Caring Place can buy
at the Central Texas Food Bank
with your $10 donation!

Thanks to the efforts of the Stewardship
and Finance Committee and Financial Secretary Sue Bell, FPC has received a $120,700
Payroll Protection Program (PPP) loan
from the Small Business Administration.
“The rules of the PPP loan are rigid but
I believe that we will meet them,” Sue said.
“We must spend 75% of the loan to pay
our employees within eight weeks of receiving funding, which for us occurred
April 30. This ensures that we would not
have to pay back the loan.”
Before applying, the church had already
decided to continue paying hourly childcare workers for the estimated hours they
would have worked since most depend on
the income. Other staff are being paid as
normal.
The remainder of the PPP loan can be
used to offset the interest on the Education Building loan and on utility bills.

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - April 2020
General Operating Fund
YTD %
Annual
Budget

Actual

Annual
Budget

$353,178
$57,997
$411,175

$841,881
$105,180
$947,061

42%
55%
43%

Expenses
Validated Mission
$21,926
$57,593
Local/Other Mission
$10,000
$29,802
Ministry of the Word
$46,646 $148,501
Program/Support Staff $156,789 $468,710
Christian Education
$7,950
$39,350
Music and Worship
$7,986
$21,756
Evangelism/Care
$2,834
$11,115
Property
$30,741
$90,500
Stewardship/Finance
$5,584
$19,700
Other Oper Expenses $12,259
$43,970
Debt Retirement
$32,518
$97,548
TOTAL
$335,233 $1,028,545

38%
34%
31%
33%
20%
37%
25%
34%
28%
28%
33%
33%

Income
Pledges
Other
TOTAL
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BiG citizens return to work; cafe and shop open
Here’s a little update on BiG, Brookwood
in Georgetown, our supported mission.
Fortunately, the Annual Art Auction
happened in March before the shelter-inplace directive. The new workplace on the
main campus Georgetown has been completed, and the work program resumed in
early May with strict safety guidelines
approved by a Dell Medical group.
The staff was busy even when citizens
could not participate in person—providing personal videos for entertainment
(dancing, music and jokes), instructor-led
exercises, cooking, devotions and projects
for citizens and their families. These included making masks and birdseed feeders, painting pet rocks, and journaling, as
well as citizen interviews.
You can support BiG in several ways.

 The BiG Cafe—It offers multiple options
and is now open with limited seating and
social distancing, but there is an outside
eating area with picnic tables and tables
in the greenhouse. You can order family
meals or from the menu online. You can
pick up your food or have it delivered with
DoorDash.
 The BiG Shop—Voted Best Boutique in
Georgetown and Best Specialty Gift Shop,
it is now open for in-person shopping
with three customers at a time allowed
inside. You can also virtually shop online—20% off and free shipping of orders
over $75. Available to buy are jewelry, pottery, apparel and accessories, baby and kid
gear, treats and personalized gift boxes.
—Peggy Currie, BiG Mission Advocate

You can also support
BiG financially.
Visit the web page at
www.brookwood
ingeorgetown.org
for both shopping
and giving
opportunities.
You can also see
the citizens at work
in the various
enterprises.

FELLOWSHIP

PW has new leaders and study topic for 2020-21
Greetings to all! The Presbyterian Women
continued to work from home during
quarantine, staying in touch by phone,
email and Zoom meetings. Becky HessonSmith led us beautifully as co-Moderator
and has completed her two-year term.
Peg Kingsbury is handing over leadership
of Sarah-Ruth Circle after eight years.
Thank you, Becky and Peg, for your faithful service!
Incoming PW leaders are Peggy Currie
and Susan Poteete. After our livestreamed
installation on May 24, our PW Board
now consists of myself and Peggy, coModerators; Dawn Bookert, Secretary;
Kitty Bristow, Treasurer; and circle leaders—
Theresa McKenna, Elizabeth; Marty Curtis
and Lenice Smithwick, Hannah-Esther;
Alison Harrison and Kitty Bristow, Lydia;
Carol Siekmeier, Martha; Sandie Kienitz,
Rachel; and Susan, Sarah-Ruth.
Circles do not meet during the summer months, although we hope that all is
clear for in-person meetings in the fall. On
the same note, the Austin Cluster Fall
Gathering is still on the calendar for Saturday, September 12. We are hosting this
event and will need plenty of volunteers.
The planning team will meet soon to

hammer out the details. When you are
called on to help, please say “Yes!”
Horizons Bible study books, “Into the
Light,” will be ordered June 4. Tell your
circle leader if you want a copy ordered
for you.
—Beverly Jones, co-Moderator

Thank
you!
FPC, along with 124 other churches in
Mission Presbytery, was sent a check in
May during what the presbytery’s General
Council called a difficult time spiritually,
emotionally and financially for congregations. The $500 unconditional gift was
based on our church’s total membership.
On recommendation of the Mission
Committee, the gift was split evenly between The Caring Place Food Pantry and
the Central Texas Food Bank. It was noted
that local food banks, and food banks everywhere, can’t keep up with demand for
food during the COVID-19 crisis.

This year, because of
COVID-19, author
Lynn Miller has agreed
to virtually introduce
the topic and answer
questions via webinar.
She will host four
webinars:
June 9, 14, 24 and 30.
Austin Seminary is
talking with Lynn
about a virtual workshop over several days
if the scheduled
August event has
to be canceled.
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to open up just a tiny bit. My best suggestion at this point is to go to TheCaring
Place.org/COVID-19 web page and check
out the information.There are details—too
many to mention in this column—but here
are a few that may be useful.
There will be occasional days when you
can drop off some goods. It will be more
or less a do-it-yourself adventure as there
will be no staff to help you unload. Instructions are on the web page. You can
also find out when you can make donations of clothing and other items. The
greatest need right now is for financial help
so please, if you can, make donations of
any size by mailing a check to The Caring
Place, 2000 Railroad Ave., Georgetown, TX
78626. You can also donate through the
web page. Call 512-943-0700 if you have
questions on how to donate money.
Thank you for anything you can do to
make life a little easier for our neighbors
who are suffering and experiencing great
stress at this time.
—Jenny Carswell

In less than a month, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) in mid-April had
granted 208 requests for assistance in the
wake of the coronavirus pandemic—for a
total of $1,119,688 in grants. Of that, 43
international grants were approved for
$289,988, 38 continuity of service grants
for $201,000, 114 domestic assistance grants
for $553,700 and 13 refugee grants for
$75,000.
In late March, as the scope of the crisis
began to take shape, PDA announced it
would be making $2.7 million in grants
available to mid-councils (synods and
presbyteries), congregations and international partners to support work in response to COVID-19.
Most of the grant requests addressed
the impact of COVID-19, such as loss of
income from people losing work and the
strain on programs that provide for basic
needs like food and housing.
Requests have also mostly fallen into
the category of benefiting communities that
are vulnerable and have been historically
marginalized, as COVID-19 demonstrates
again that crises usually fall hardest on
communities that can least afford it.

PPP loan to cover eight
weeks of church payroll
What your $10 buys at
the grocery store.

What The Caring Place can buy
at the Central Texas Food Bank
with your $10 donation!

Thanks to the efforts of the Stewardship
and Finance Committee and Financial Secretary Sue Bell, FPC has received a $120,700
Payroll Protection Program (PPP) loan
from the Small Business Administration.
“The rules of the PPP loan are rigid but
I believe that we will meet them,” Sue said.
“We must spend 75% of the loan to pay
our employees within eight weeks of receiving funding, which for us occurred
April 30. This ensures that we would not
have to pay back the loan.”
Before applying, the church had already
decided to continue paying hourly childcare workers for the estimated hours they
would have worked since most depend on
the income. Other staff are being paid as
normal.
The remainder of the PPP loan can be
used to offset the interest on the Education Building loan and on utility bills.

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - April 2020
General Operating Fund
YTD %
Annual
Budget

Actual

Annual
Budget

$353,178
$57,997
$411,175

$841,881
$105,180
$947,061

42%
55%
43%

Expenses
Validated Mission
$21,926
$57,593
Local/Other Mission
$10,000
$29,802
Ministry of the Word
$46,646 $148,501
Program/Support Staff $156,789 $468,710
Christian Education
$7,950
$39,350
Music and Worship
$7,986
$21,756
Evangelism/Care
$2,834
$11,115
Property
$30,741
$90,500
Stewardship/Finance
$5,584
$19,700
Other Oper Expenses $12,259
$43,970
Debt Retirement
$32,518
$97,548
TOTAL
$335,233 $1,028,545

38%
34%
31%
33%
20%
37%
25%
34%
28%
28%
33%
33%

Income
Pledges
Other
TOTAL

9

BiG citizens return to work; cafe and shop open
Here’s a little update on BiG, Brookwood
in Georgetown, our supported mission.
Fortunately, the Annual Art Auction
happened in March before the shelter-inplace directive. The new workplace on the
main campus Georgetown has been completed, and the work program resumed in
early May with strict safety guidelines
approved by a Dell Medical group.
The staff was busy even when citizens
could not participate in person—providing personal videos for entertainment
(dancing, music and jokes), instructor-led
exercises, cooking, devotions and projects
for citizens and their families. These included making masks and birdseed feeders, painting pet rocks, and journaling, as
well as citizen interviews.
You can support BiG in several ways.

 The BiG Cafe—It offers multiple options
and is now open with limited seating and
social distancing, but there is an outside
eating area with picnic tables and tables
in the greenhouse. You can order family
meals or from the menu online. You can
pick up your food or have it delivered with
DoorDash.
 The BiG Shop—Voted Best Boutique in
Georgetown and Best Specialty Gift Shop,
it is now open for in-person shopping
with three customers at a time allowed
inside. You can also virtually shop online—20% off and free shipping of orders
over $75. Available to buy are jewelry, pottery, apparel and accessories, baby and kid
gear, treats and personalized gift boxes.
—Peggy Currie, BiG Mission Advocate

You can also support
BiG financially.
Visit the web page at
www.brookwood
ingeorgetown.org
for both shopping
and giving
opportunities.
You can also see
the citizens at work
in the various
enterprises.

FELLOWSHIP

PW has new leaders and study topic for 2020-21
Greetings to all! The Presbyterian Women
continued to work from home during
quarantine, staying in touch by phone,
email and Zoom meetings. Becky HessonSmith led us beautifully as co-Moderator
and has completed her two-year term.
Peg Kingsbury is handing over leadership
of Sarah-Ruth Circle after eight years.
Thank you, Becky and Peg, for your faithful service!
Incoming PW leaders are Peggy Currie
and Susan Poteete. After our livestreamed
installation on May 24, our PW Board
now consists of myself and Peggy, coModerators; Dawn Bookert, Secretary;
Kitty Bristow, Treasurer; and circle leaders—
Theresa McKenna, Elizabeth; Marty Curtis
and Lenice Smithwick, Hannah-Esther;
Alison Harrison and Kitty Bristow, Lydia;
Carol Siekmeier, Martha; Sandie Kienitz,
Rachel; and Susan, Sarah-Ruth.
Circles do not meet during the summer months, although we hope that all is
clear for in-person meetings in the fall. On
the same note, the Austin Cluster Fall
Gathering is still on the calendar for Saturday, September 12. We are hosting this
event and will need plenty of volunteers.
The planning team will meet soon to

hammer out the details. When you are
called on to help, please say “Yes!”
Horizons Bible study books, “Into the
Light,” will be ordered June 4. Tell your
circle leader if you want a copy ordered
for you.
—Beverly Jones, co-Moderator

Thank
you!
FPC, along with 124 other churches in
Mission Presbytery, was sent a check in
May during what the presbytery’s General
Council called a difficult time spiritually,
emotionally and financially for congregations. The $500 unconditional gift was
based on our church’s total membership.
On recommendation of the Mission
Committee, the gift was split evenly between The Caring Place Food Pantry and
the Central Texas Food Bank. It was noted
that local food banks, and food banks everywhere, can’t keep up with demand for
food during the COVID-19 crisis.

This year, because of
COVID-19, author
Lynn Miller has agreed
to virtually introduce
the topic and answer
questions via webinar.
She will host four
webinars:
June 9, 14, 24 and 30.
Austin Seminary is
talking with Lynn
about a virtual workshop over several days
if the scheduled
August event has
to be canceled.
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COMPASSIONATE CARE MINISTRY
Penny Leone, RN
Parish Nurse
penny@fpcgeorgetown.org

Virtual Senior
Seminar in June
“From We to Me: When
You Find Yourself Making
All the Decisions” is the
topic of the Senior Seminar
to be held online Thursday,
June 18. The time is 10
a.m. Register at Seniors
LivingSmarter.com/seminar
or call 512-818-0988 to be
invited to the ZOOM
webinar.

RightPath screens
set for July 30
RightPath (formerly Health
Screens) is coming to FPC
Thursday, July 30! It is a
nonprofit organization that
has visited FPC many
times to provide ultrasound
and doppler screenings to
detect various diseases.
More information next
month!

Points from Parish Nurse Penny
There is an excellent and FUN website at
www.SeniorSenses.org that provides information about our five senses as we age.
One of the fun parts is the “virtual do-ityourself activities” to understand what it
is like to lose your senses. There’s also a
vision simulator to experience what it is
like to have cataracts.
It may seem like a “duh” statement and
I’m going to say it anyway: Our senses
are so important to having a vibrant and
joyful life. There are key things to do to
keep your senses sharp. This month I’m
going to highlight the sense of hearing.
Hearing loss can be attributed to some
medications and medical conditions.
Mostly, though, it’s a result of the physical changes in the inner ear, middle ear or
the nerves between the ear and the brain.
Practical tips are to use ear plugs or
phones to protect your hearing when you

are doing noisy activities. Keep your
weight, blood sugar and blood pressure
at normal levels. Have your ears checked
for wax build-up.
The National Institute on Aging suggests these tips if you are having difficulty
with your hearing:
 Ask people to face you and to speak
slowly and clearly, and to speak loud without shouting. It is okay to ask the person
to repeat the message if you don’t understand it.
 Watch for cues that can be used to understand what is being said with facial expressions or gestures.
 Find a good location to listen in a quiet
place with less background noise. If that
is not possible, place yourself between the
speaker and the sources of noise.

More on FPC missions:

CUPS work focuses on northeastern Mexico
CUPS, Communidades Unidas Pro Salud
(Communities United for Health), is an
ecumenical Christian ministry that strives
to improve the education and health conditions in northeastern Mexico.
CUPS volunteers have an opportunity to support schools in Mexico with
donated school supplies, enrichment materials for the classroom, and quilts, blankets and clothing for cold weather. More
than 50 schools and 3,000 students have
benefited from this FPC-supported mission.
CUPS friends are important in locating health equipment and supplies.
Wheelchairs and walkers are examples of
equipment in great demand. Health supplies such as diapers and nutritional
drinks enable families to better care for
disabled and elderly family members.
Spanish Bibles, combined with the gift
of reading glasses, are a blessing.
With financial support, CUPS continues to work on construction projects in
Mexican schools and health clinics. It employs one part-time person in Mexico who

has been a loyal employee for 25-plus years.
He does construction work and delivers
goods received from the U.S. Another parttime employee delivers supplies to Mexico.
Because of drug cartel violence in the
region for the past 15 years, CUPS has discontinued sending groups into Mexico
during the summer for construction work.
That work was the focus of CUPS. With
God’s help and blessing, the focus has now
changed to doing the work CUPS is currently accomplishing.
Our church has generously supported
CUPS financially and in other ways.
LOGOS has made and donated blankets.
Congregation members and their friends
have collected school supplies, warm clothing, blankets and medical equipment. This
is enormously appreciated.
For more information, go to the CUPS
website, www.cupsmission.org, or call the
mission advocate for CUPS, Cindy
Bausch, 512-240-5625.
Mucho gracias!
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Meals on Wheels delivery by volunteers
from 12 area churches will resume June 1
We might be experiencing a pandemic, but
home-bound senior citizens need to eat.
These are seniors who typically get lunch
delivered to their homes five days a week
by Meals on Wheels (MOW), through Opportunities for Williamson and Burnet
Counties (OWBC).
When stay-at-home directives came
from state and county officials in March,
MOW services continued but without the
volunteers from 12 local churches (including First Pres) to deliver
meals.
Mission advocates
for Meals on Wheels at
FPC are Ben and Donna
Nichols, and they report
home delivery of meals
by volunteers will restart June 1. The
Nichols coordinate and schedule volunteers. The next scheduled delivery for FPC
is July 20 - 24.
During normal, non-COVID-19 times,
FPC provides volunteers to deliver meals
to about 195 seniors every 10th week of
the year. The recipients are spread out over
12 routes around the city, and our church
rotates with nine other groups to deliver
meals. Ben and Donna have been able to
call on 40 volunteers from FPC to serve.
Kelsey Ward is director of the Senior
Nutrition Site at the Madella Hilliard
Neighborhood Center in Georgetown,
where the meals are cooked and packed
for delivery and where FPC volunteers
pick up insulated bags of meals to be delivered. Kelsey told Ben that OWBC staff
are aware that volunteers might have
some concerns about returning to meal
delivery. She assured him, “We are doing
everything we can to ensure the safety of
our staff, volunteers and patrons.”
Beginning June 1,volunteers delivering meals must wear masks, without
exception. Masks also must be worn inside the senior center. Wearing gloves is
optional but encouraged, as is the use of
hand sanitizer after each meal delivery.
Kelsey can provide masks and gloves, but
she encourages volunteers to bring their

own since OWBC supplies could become
limited. To help maintain social distancing, only one team of volunteers at a time
will be allowed inside the center to pick
up meals.
If a client must have food brought inside his or her home, volunteers are instructed not to touch anything. If a
deliverer has to open the door, he or she
should take the proper precautions (e.g.,
hand sanitizer, gloves, hand washing).
Kelsey added, “There
are many households
that have been very understanding and let us
leave their food outside
once we make sure they
are home, safe and capable of getting the meal from the porch.”
The site director said she and her staff
are prepared to help cover for volunteers
when absolutely necessary.
Ben said, “So far, the only responses
from our volunteers have been very
positive. They really care about the clients
and want them to be taken care of. We are
ready to get back to work.”
MOW staff have always used excellent
sanitary procedures and practices in how
they prepare the food for delivery, Ben said.
“And we have policies and procedures for
the delivery process under normal circumstances. This just adds more safety precautions to the process.”
If an FPC volunteer has any concerns
about making deliveries, Ben pointed out,
“all they have to do is to say they prefer
not to make the deliveries and we will find
substitutes.”
While use of volunteers was suspended
for more than two months, meals were
cooked at the site and then frozen for delivery the next week, five meals to a household. Deliveries were made by Meals on
Wheels staff and a small number of recruited volunteers.

If you wish to donate
to MOW in Williamson
County, go to
www.owbc-tx.org.
Be advised that solicitations for funds through
the U.S. mail from Meals
on Wheels is not for
the program in
Williamson County
but for an Austin area
Meals on Wheels.

Some FPC volunteers have
a preferred route because
they have developed relationships with the clients on
that route. Besides delivering the meals, volunteers
check on the client and
report any concerns to
MOW staff.

OWBC has been feeding
some 1,400 seniors during
the hiatus: about 1,100 in
Williamson County and 300
in Burnet County. The cost
of the meals is subsidized
by a federal grant (60%)
and donations (40%).

Marco Cruz, OWBC
executive director, has only
good things to say about
Georgetown’s volunteers.
“They are the best of all
our cities. The churches
come through and they are
so organized.”
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Humor
We need two weeks’ notice
before being sent back into
the real world. We’ll need
the time to become ourselves
again. And by “ourselves,”
we mean lose 10 pounds
and cut our hair.
New monthly budget:
gasoline, $0; entertainment,
$0; clothes, $0; groceries,
$2,799.

(CHURCH) SIGNS OF THE TIMES

YOUTH MINISTRY

(for these times)
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Congratulations to the graduating class of 2020!
Dan Arnold: Vanderbilt University, Engineering
Seth Basey: Plans to stay in the Austin area and go into the plumbing trade
Alvin Gusman: Texas A&M University, Economics
Connor McClure: University of North Texas, Communication Design & Theatre
Preston Perkins: Texas A&M Galveston’s Maritime Academy, Marine Transportation
Abby Staller: University of North Texas, Speech-language Pathology/Audiology
Dan
Arnold

Abby
Staller

Preston
Perkins

Alvin
Gusman

Connor
McClure

Seth
Basey

Breaking News: Wearing a
mask inside your home is
now highly recommended—
not so much to stop COVID19, but to stop eating.
He stepped on the scale and
it said: “Please practice
social distancing. Only one
person at a time on scale.”

Cross at Mo-Ranch
damaged by wind

People keep asking: “Is
coronavirus really all that
serious?” The answer:
Churches and casinos
closed; when heaven and
hell agree on the same
thing, it’s probably pretty
serious.
Never in a million years
could we have imagined
going up to a bank teller
wearing a mask and asking
for money.
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The graduates were recognized via video presentation at the May 3 worship service and at a virtual reception afterwards.
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Babs Cape
Corey & Liz Bailey
Jim & Heidi Winter-Johnson
Chuck Keith & Inok Downing

High winds at Hunt on April 29 took
down the timber cross that towers
over the Chapel on the Hill at MoRanch.
Dick Powell, CEO and President
of Mo-Ranch, wrote of the photo he
posted: “Sad to see this. Imagine the
force of the wind. The cross is a solid
piece of 4 x 12 lumber and was anchored two feet in the ground in concrete. It was snapped cleanly at the
base. We think we can restore it.”
Contacted later, Dick said MoRanch has decided to have design
work done by a structural engineer.
“The two previous crosses, both
of which broke in high winds, were
designed by people at Mo at the
time,” he said. “We want this one to
be done well and last more than 20
or so years. We are also exploring
putting up a Celtic cross to more
accurately reflect our heritage. Our
goal is to have it by the end of June.”
We can’t wait to see what is in
place on the hill when our allchurch retreat takes place in September at Mo-Ranch.

The cross at the Chapel on the Hill
at Mo-Ranch before April 29

And after the wind uprooted it on
April 29

FPC’s All-Church Retreat - 2020
September 18 - 20
Mo-Ranch

Hunt, Texas

Dr. Cindy Rigby
Guest Speaker/Worship Leader

Contact Joy Bedford if you haven’t yet registered
but would like to attend!
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They’re Zoom-ing, too:
SPOTLIGHT

Educational groups other than Sunday School classes

Having
Sunday
School
and
meetings
by video Homebuilders class members meet online
ments and some solid discussion. Again, I
n March 19, Karen Jones, longtime
conference O day
really can’t take credit as the leader since
facilitator of the Homebuilders SunI’ve been a bit out-of-pocket, but I think
School class, hadn’t fully
that video conferencing has nicely bridged
returned to church after the death of her
during
the gap until we can all be together again.”
husband Len Staller on February 4. To
Most class members are in the workcover for her, class members had signed
COVID-19 up “But
ing phase of life, Karen pointed out, so
to facilitate discussion through April.
they are not strangers to video conwhen social distancing started,
ferencing.
we were all reeling a bit,” Karen said. “I
crisis
David Lee Hulsey was an invaluable
think we didn’t really believe we wouldn’t

Women’s Lunch Bible Study:
When the coronavirus pandemic hit, the
Women’s Lunch Bible Study group was
in the middle of a Lenten study. The
women have always met at church at
noon on Wednesday over a sack lunch.
Now, the women are continuing to meet,
connecting through Zoom each week as
they begin a study June 3 of Toxic Charity:
How Churches and Charities Hurt Those They
Help, And How to Reverse It by Robert D.
Lupton (see column at far right).
Karen said, “There is good discussion
with usually 12 or so on the call, and we
purposely make sure all are included in
the discussion. Usually the first 10-15 minutes are devoted to catching up on how
everyone is handling the lockdown and
then we get into Bible study.”
She noted, “Initially, it was challenging to get everyone connected. But these
old dogs are learning new tricks. We have
several techies who can help the rest. It’s
great seeing everyone and catching up—
not like in person, but we wouldn’t be
without it.”
Jana McCown said she is “totally impressed with the software and with the
ability of people to figure it out. I think
it’s very user-friendly.” So user-friendly
that even older members in the group are
able to use it.
There have been a few problems—such
as the difficulty in getting the audio con-

by Marty Curtis

HOME
BUILDERS
Unless the Lord builds
the house, its builders
labor in vain.
—Psalms 127:1

see each other for more than a couple of
weeks. When it became apparent that it
would be much longer, we realized that
one of the most important things about
Homebuilders is how we support each
other, and seeing each others’ faces is a
big part of that.”
So she sent an email to class members
noting that while “Pastor Bobby, the staff
and church leaders have done a great job
of working to keep us connected during
this time, it struck me that Homebuilders is
a small group and we, too, need to stay
connected during social distancing.”
Karen added, “The response was overwhelmingly positive! I really have to give
my classmates all the credit. After FPC
made the decision to go to livestream worship, we had our first video conference
class during the Sunday School hour on
March 29, and we’ve met every week since.
We’ve enjoyed it! If we can’t be together,
at least we can see each others’ faces. There
have been laughter, a few poignant mo-

collaborator as the class was set up to meet
over Zoom, she said. Discussion facilitators during the past few weeks have been
Katie Bradford, Keith Brainard and Jaime
Cowan. Liz Bailey manages the Zoom invitations, Jaime handles the online signup list for teaching, and Deb Pilcher chose
the curriculum.
“We joined the Crossroads class for a
virtual fellowship on Easter Sunday,
which was a lot of fun,” Karen said.
Since using Zoom to meet, the Homebuilders have completed their study of The
Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian
Life by Adam Hamilton, and started a study
of Sailboat Church: Helping Your Church Rethink Its Mission and Practice by Joan S. Gray.
They will continue meeting in June.
Not every class member has participated, so attendance is down from inperson class.
“Many in our class are involved with
the livestream service (Jeff Pratt, Susan
Isenhour and several who have served as

Men’s Breakfast Bible Study Group:
This group meets every third Friday and
has been studying Sailboat Church: Helping
Your Church Rethink Its Mission and Practice by
Joan S. Gray. When they finish the book
they will resume their normal study of
scriptures for the upcoming Sunday
sermon.
Since Cliff Snyder was unable to be
present and host the group in April, Bill
Stanley facilitated the discussion on Zoom.
“Bill said it was a very good meeting. The
discussion was good and everyone seemed
to enjoy the online experience. As normal,
most issues encountered were related to the
audio and video capability of the users, but
I’m sure it will get better.” Cliff had plans
to host the group on May 15.
Cliff said he generally uses Go To Meeting or Google Meet apps for his business
conferences. “Zoom seems fairly good, but
I haven’t used the share screen feature on
my laptop.”
nection. “We have to tell each other to rotate our phones or cameras to get the best
picture,” Karen said. “And sometimes microphone crackle or dogs barking is a problem.” Women using Zoom for the first time
are sometimes reluctant to try pushing
buttons, she added.
If you would like to join this group,
email Joy Bedford.

Toxic Charity: How
Churches and Charities
Hurt Those They Help,
And How to Reverse It
The Women’s Lunch Bible
Study group will study this
book in June. Public service
is a way of life for Americans; giving is a part of our
national character. But
compassionate instincts and
generous spirits aren’t
enough, says author Robert
D. Lupton. All too much of
charity has become toxic, he
says, devastating to the
very people it’s meant to
help. The book provides
proven new models for
charitable groups that want
to help—not sabotage—
those whom they desire to
serve.

Men’s Lunch Bible Study: “The Sermon on the Mount”
“The Sermon on the Mount” is the topic
of a Men’s Lunch Bible Study that will
meet weekly on Zoom beginning at noon
Wednesday, June 3, led by retired PCUSA
minister Rev. Harry Brown. Matthew
chapters 5 - 7 is Jesus’ longest discourse
and is referred to as the gospel in miniature. In it Jesus calls us as his followers
to a higher righteousness and articulates
the Beatitudes. He then speaks of several
commandments, saying “you have heard
it said but I say to you,” and in each case
he raises the bar in terms of what it means
to believe and follow where he leads. He
teaches about stewardship, prayer, fasting and where true riches lie. He also

teaches about judging others, the Golden
Rule and the importance of building our
lives on faithful obedience to him.
If you would like to get your lunch
ready and log in for this class, email Joy
Bedford, joy@fpcgeorgetown.org.
Rev. Brown graduated from North
Dakota State University and attended
Dubuque Seminary. He retired from fulltime ministry in 2018 after 42 years of serving churches in North Dakota, Nebraska
and Louisiana. He and his wife moved to
Georgetown in February to be near family in the Austin area, and they now worship at FPC.

For more on how our
church groups are
staying connected
while we are apart,
turn to page 12.
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Survey rs to study Acts during June

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Joy Bedford
Education Director
joy@fpcgeorgetown.org

Vacation Bible School
After much consideration, the Education &
Nurture Committee has
made the difficult decision to cancel VBS this
summer.
With so much uncertainty, the guarantee of
gathering about 100
children and adults
together safely just
doesn’t seem possible
this year.
However, we look
forward to a fabulous
VBS in 2021!

Launching W
ednesday
.m
Wednesday
ednesday,, June 3, at 10:30 aa.m
.m..
Hey, kids! Mrs. Joy, Mrs. Jaime and Mrs. Kelly can’t wait to connect with
you! Mrs. Jaime will send parents a Zoom link, and we will Zoom for 30
minutes! We have questions to ask, scripture to read and prayers to be
said. We cannot wait to see the faces we love!

Using Zoom to video conference is a great
way of keeping the Surveyors class members engaged since March, when the
church suspended church gatherings, Bill
Stanley said. During May he led the class
in a review of the New Testament with
readings from Paul’s letters. This follows
a class on Isaiah led by Celeste Frost.
“It has been a blessing for our class,
providing a way for us to stay engaged.
People are looking for human contact and
interaction and, even though this is virtual, Zoom has been a way to provide it.
There was a learning curve but many
people were already using Zoom with
other organizations. One of our members,
Sharon Place, is experienced with online
conferencing and has mentored us.” Bill
also signed up for online training.
Not all of the usual class members
chose to participate but most who usually attended the Sunday School class
during normal times have been attending
via Zoom. “Our average attendance has
actually been greater than our attendance
when we were meeting in person. I think

Bill Stanley will
lead a study of
Acts during the
month of June
for the Surveyors
class. If you
would like to join
this class in June,
email Bill at
billnlois@
suddenlink.net.

JUNE 2020
SUNDAY
31

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

1
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28

29

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

7

Communion/Home Communion
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH
Dr. William C. Poe Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

FRIDAY

THURSDAY
4

5

11

12

17

18

19

23

24

25

26

30

1

2

3

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:45pm Executive Comm
10:30am
11:00am
4:30pm
7:00pm

Pastoral Care
Staff Meeting
Newsletter Deadline
Diaconate

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session Meeting
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

10:30am Admin Comm

Presbytery Meeting
(also meets Saturday)

Church Office Closed:
Independence Day

people have a need for the contact, and
our timing is like live Sunday School,
occurring just before the livestream of
worship.”
A problem Bill encountered involves
the program that members used to enroll
through Zoom. “It only allows 40 minutes for a session, and we found during
our first session that wasn’t enough time
so I upgraded to the next level. We now
have unlimited time.”
Another issue was how to get participants engaged in the virtual session. “We
have fewer people taking part in discussion, but there are ways the leader can
get more people engaged. One method was
pre-class assignments.”
Bill said it’s important that the class
leader not be the session or meeting host
since there is too much involved for each
role—leader and host. “The host needs to
‘mute’ the participants and allow them to
un-mute when they wish to speak. Then,
when finished, mute themselves again.
With a lot of open microphones, there is
way too much background noise.”

liturgists/children’s moment). But we do
have a good core group who faithfully log
in each week.”
There have been a few technical difficulties, Karen added, with people being
unable to log in, lag time and poor voice
quality. “We tried to play a DVD lesson

on someone’s computer by sharing the
screen and that didn’t work. So we improvised—they played it on their TV and
pointed the webcam at it. It worked just
fine! So far, each issue we’ve run into has
been resolved, if not that week, then by
the next week.”

On Sunday, May 10,
a record number, 27,
attended the Surveyors
class, Bill said. It might
have actually been 29, he
added, since he thinks
they lost one couple
along the way. He also
thinks this might speak
to the human condition
of needing to have
relationships with each
other and with God.

Sunday morning, May
17: What an unfortunate time for Zoom
to experience issues
of users hosting and
joining meetings right
as Sunday School
classes were trying to
meet. After three
attempts to host a
9:45 a.m. Surveyors
class, Bill Stanley said
he gave up.
At 10:30 a.m., Zoom
reported that users
“should now be able to
host, join and participate in Zoom meetings
if they restart their
sessions.”

If you would like to
join the Homebuilders
class in June, contact
jones.karen.leslie@
gmail.com.

Spotlight coverage
continues on next page.
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(continued from previous page)

Summer Sermon Series:

Based on the question, “What if it’s a long trip?”

Using Zoom to
connect, relate
news to Bible
TheWired Word
adult Sunday School
curriculum, to which
FPC subscribes,
provides lessons on how
the Bible is alive
today by linking the
latest headlines and
current events to
relevant scripture.
Each weekly installment gives the
Tolberts, class leaders,
the choice of two Bible
study lessons, including biblical commentary, discussion
questions and reference
materials that relate to
a topic in the news that
week—perhaps even a
news event occurring
the same day.

The Crossroads Sunday School class, led
by Patrick and Amanda Tolbert, during
normal times meets and discusses a topic
taken from the day’s news headlines.
When the coronavirus hit, the class continued to meet with Zoom but with
Patrick leading the discussion while
Amanda “graciously” takes care of their
two children.
Patrick was no stranger to Zoom,
using it daily for work at KXAN television station in Austin. “But it has proved
to be a refreshing experience to see different faces on Sunday morning,” he
said. He describes the class’s experience
with Zoom as being “fantastic.” He added,
“The only downside is when the two of
us want to speak at the same time, one of
us needs to scoot out of the way so the
camera can focus on who is speaking.”
Everyone who has joined the class on
Zoom has been able to participate. “Our
classmates have been reasonable about
waiting for one another to speak and rais-

ing their hands when they wish to speak.
If anything, there are fewer interruptions
via Zoom than when we meet in person.”
One problem he encountered early on
involved his audio “cutting in and out.”
He moved to another room where the
WiFi was stronger. “We learned pretty
quickly that folks who use their phones
can see only a limited number of people at
a time compared to computer users who
can see everyone at once.”
Zoom has been very easy for all firsttime users in the class, Patrick noted. “Its
simple design and friendly interface facilitate participation rather than intimidation. This hasn’t been an issue in our class
and has worked quite nicely for deacons’
meetings.”

Crossroads was joined by Homebuilders for a virtual fellowship on Easter Sunday.

At the very end of the time with children on Sunday, March 22, Maggie Seaman raised her hand and asked David
Lee, “What if it’s a long trip?” She was
responding to David Lee’s children’s message in which he focused on the essential “packing list” one needs in the
journey of life.
It turns out, her question has
really become the question all
of us have been considering since this
pandemic began:
What if this is a
long season of life?
And it sparks
other questions:
What if our journey as a church is significantly unique for an extended period
of time? What if this journey goes on so
long that we don’t ever get back? What
if we end up somewhere quite different?
What if it’s so long that God has to train
us for new terrain?
Truly, what if it’s a long trip!
Her question has struck me because
it is prophetic, and it has generated
within me dozens of other questions

that are of critical importance for our
time. In fact, as I mentioned in a sermon a few weeks back, I really think
Maggie's question was Jesus speaking,
through her, to all of us.
That said, I have been working
alongside the staff worship planning team, and we plan to use
Maggie’s question as the title of
our summer sermon series
(June 7 - August 23).
During this series,
we will look at various times in scripture where the
journey was long—
literally, metaphorically or otherwise. I believe that as we
consider these journeys, we will find
Jesus providing us manna, wisdom and
love for our journey.
I look forward to walking alongside
each of you on this extended trip.

Assessing when it is safe to gather in person
As a new month begins, no timeline or
date has been set for when we might
return to holding worship and other
activities in the church buildings.
The FPC session and the Safety & Security Committee continue to assess how
and when is the best time to re-open the
church campus for in-person worship
and activities. That committee, in particular, is working to identify and consider
the resources that can help us more clearly
name when and how we return together,
says Pastor Bobby.
The committee has formed a smaller
task force called “Open the Doors and
There’s All the People” (ODTAP). It consists of three elders, Nancy Robohn, Kelly
Ann Seaman and Karen Rayburn (from
the Safety & Security Committee); staff
member Joy Bedford, Education Director;

and church member Dr. Lynn Azuma,
medical consultant. ODTAP’s work will
focus on formulating and fine-tuning a
plan for return to in-person activity in the
church buildings. The plan will be reviewed, edited and finalized by the entire
Safety & Security Committee before it is presented to session.
“We are committed to assessing the
situation each week as we receive guidance from the national, state and local levels and from Mission Presbytery,” Bobby
said. “We continue to seek to do what is
wisest and most loving each step of the
way. We will keep you up to date on this
ongoing work. In any decision that is
made, know that we are ever-desirous to
love God, each of you and our neighbor
as fully as possible.”

21 Carol Siekmeier
23 Katy Bedford
Jullee Mapes
Barbara Nelson
Maggie Seaman
Cindy Sharpnack
Jeanne Smith
24 Ema Osborne
25 Sam Matthews
Bill Poe
26 Elijah Crenshaw
27 Cindy Roberts
28 Celeste Frost
Tammy Wanamaker
29 Louis Fairchild
Robby Isenhour
30 Bruce Gunn
Mikey Jackson
Sue Juncker
Laura Miller
Amanda Tolbert

Thank you’s:
Dear Church Family, “It is
an ill wind that blows
nobody some good.” Our
“good” comes in the way of
Zoom! We are able to connect with the Surveyors
Sunday School class! We
are also grateful for Bobby
and his sermons. The
“Closing the Distance”
starts our day off in such a
meaningful way. I guess
this tells you we miss you
and are grateful for the 23
years we attended First
Presbyterian, Georgetown.
—Blessings,
Keith & Sue Renard
Thank you to all at First
Presbyterian Church in
Georgetown. Thank you so
much for doing the Sunday
services online. It will be a
long time before we are
comfortable attending on a
Sunday morning and this
gives us a chance to “go” to
church each week. We do
miss getting to see all our
friends in person but we
would rather be safe. We
also appreciate the daily
devotionals. Thank you to
all who are keeping us
informed and doing a very
difficult job. Blessing to
you.
—Dave & Alison Harrison
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Among Our People
ANNIVERSARIES
1
2
5
6

8
10
11
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
29
30

Bill & Nancy Dudley
Bob & Jerri Jones
Bill & Bonnie Stump
Ben & Melissa Pilcher
Robby Bedford & Gabrielle
Boyum
Del & Jerry Burkett
Richard & Joyce Dorr
Eric & Jeanie Wiesner
David & G-Ann Martin
Ron & Liz Weaver
John & Carole Alsup
Jeremy & Chessa Rizzotto
Phil & Jeanne Smith
Walt & Libbie Ragan
Fred & Laura Herbst
Stephen & Emily Patterson
Corey & Elizabeth Bailey
Sam & Jennifer Whitehead
Jim & Heidi Winter-Johnson
Aaron & Lindsey Kozak
Ralph & Willie Gibson
Doug & Judy Bond
Don & Marilyn Mehaffey
Ben & Donna Nichols
David & Carol Holmes
Jim & Nancy Marks
Shane & Emily Littleton
Jeff & Judy Willett
Philip & Magen Smith
Bob & Dordi Duncan
John & Ruth McEntire
David Lee & Sarah Hulsey
Chuck Keith & Inok Downing

BIRTHDAYS
1
2
4
5
6
8
12
13
14
15
17

18
19
20

Jay McEntire
Melissa Wilson
Caroline Gremillion
Lily Hulsey
Demeree Jackson
C.J. Smith
Cameron Wenzel
Jeremy Gambell, Jr.
Landen Hammit
Gene Gregory
Chuck Keith
Linda Thomas
Sturdy Wanamaker
Jim Winter-Johnson
Cora Miller
Chris Osborne
Sheila Wooten
Bob Albers
Maddox Azuma-Hall
Steven Jones
Mary Mitchem
Gary Nelon
Mary Allen Burton
Sam Brainard
Mary Ann Fine
Teresa Wilson
(continued on next page)

Boldface indicates
a member of
First Presbyterian Church

(livestreamed at 11 a.m.)
7
Communion/Home Communion
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Genesis 1:1-2, 4a;
Matthew 28:16-20

In the hospital last month: Fred Cowen,
Donna Nichols and Jeanie Wiesner (surgery).

14
Dr. William C. Poe Preaching
Scripture: Romans 5:1-8; Psalm 130

In memoriam: Howard Dudding joined
the Church Triumphant May 15. Services
are planned for a later date. Howard had
been a member since October 1999.

21
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

Congratulations to Katie Bradford who
in May completed requirements for a PhD
degree in Communication Studies at the
University of Texas, Austin, by defending
her dissertation.
Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Hammond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandsonin-law; Garrett Herbst; 1st Staff Sgt. Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne Smith’s
son-in-law; Nicolaas Leloux; Tech. Sgt.
Robert McClanahan, grandson of Minta
McIntosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh;
Sgt. 1 st Class Paul Rayburn; Nicholas
Stamos, Larry & Helen Burk’s grandson;
and Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy
Hayes.

Humor (for these times)
“If someone wants your toilet rolls, give to
them your hand gel also.” —Matthew 5:40
(sort of). (“And if any man will sue thee at
the law, and take away thy coat, let him have
thy cloak also.”)
He asked, “Lord, what about that time when
there’s only one set of footprints?”
“Look closer, my child; the year was 2020.
I was still walking with you but at a social
distance.”

28
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

Lobby expansion
(continued from front page)
Recently, the committee did a “walk
through” with Pastor Bobby after receiving input from several people, including
Mona Andersen, who had suggestions for
the coffee counter. It will include a small
refrigerator, a wall-mounted microwave
and a 36-inch sink. The water fountains
will be relocated near the coffee counter.
As walls are removed, some existing furniture in the lobby will be relocated to
maintain as much open space as possible.
Some bookshelves will be eliminated or
moved, and the television will be mounted
in the space where the water fountains are
now located. A cabinet below it will be used
to store communion trays and plates.
While the area added to the lobby will be
carpeted, a space around the new counter
will have vinyl plank flooring.
The committee believes this project is
timely since the work can be done while
very few people are in the church building
because of the coronavirus pandemic. The
expanded lobby will facilitate hospitality
by opening up the current space where
congregation members visit, greet visitors
and form a line to speak to the pastor and
liturgist after the sermon. The project also
is using funds from an account designated
for building purposes—although for a
purpose that may never be a reality: a new
sanctuary on the site of Roberts Printing.

Pastor now comfortable with Zoom
For someone who admits to having used
Zoom just once or twice before the
COVID-19 pandemic hit, Pastor Bobby
has become proficient in its use for virtual session and deacon meetings, staff
meetings, his new “Virtual Coffee with
Pastor Bobby” and continuing education.
He attends one or two webinars a
week in which leaders from around the
country hold a forum on the challenges
and opportunities facing the church in
these times. “I usually just listen in, and
hear the panelists speak, while also using
the chat feature to ask questions or provide brief responses.” His favorite
trainings come from the Macedonian Ministries Foundation web page (https://
mministry.org//).
Even people who don’t drink coffee
have signed in for Bobby’s Wednesday
morning Virtual Coffee get-together.
Some church members are there, relaxed
and often with a coffee mug in their hand,
sometimes on their patio.
“I think Virtual Coffee has been a blast!
I’m always a little nervous because I
genuinely never know how it will go. But
I think that’s a lot of the fun: It’s the spontaneous and serendipitous aspects that
folks enjoy most.”
Overall, when he’s Zoom-ing, Bobby
says he feels relaxed. “I’m in my own
home and everyone else is in theirs. Something about that creates a sense of ease.
On the other hand, as moderator, I’ve
found it can be stressful since inevitably
some people will have a hard time getting
into the meeting or they’ll have some sort
of issue with their audio. And it takes constant focus to figure out how to moderate in a way that truly has folks speaking
up but not talking over one another. The
nonverbal cues we rely on in person just
are not there for people to determine when
is a good time to speak or respond.”
Bobby was somewhat surprised at
how the conversation has gone during
the weekly coffee hour. “It’s not quite an
organic, back-and-forth conversation that
‘flows’ the way it might in person. But
people are getting good at sharing their
thoughts, and then letting others share.
At staff meetings, folks go around one at
a time with their report or update. After
someone finishes, I ask if there are ques-

tions or comments. In person, we would
be a bit more relaxed about this process,
but I find that structure is key to ensuring everyone can speak and respond in a
meaningful way.”
Bobby finds the “chat” feature of
Zoom to be helpful. Participants can type
questions or remarks in case something
else needs to be said.
Like other Zoom-ers report, background noise during a session is an issue. “Often people don’t realize the noise
is coming through their computer audio.
It could be because of a poor signal or
some family member talking in the background.” As host or moderator of a meeting, he can mute any and all participants
at any time to help eliminate background
noise.
With stay-home, stay-safe orders in
place, Bobby said video conferencing is a
great substitute for in-person meetings.
“It was stressful and intimidating for a
number of folks to use, at least the first
time. I for one was anxious to begin using it! I’d only used it maybe one or two
other times, and not in the past couple of
years. I’m glad to feel so comfortable now,
and I see this being very helpful down the
road even when we are not distant from
one another. For instance, Mission
Presbytery committee meetings can be
easier through video conferencing instead
of delegates driving from all over Central
Texas to attend a meeting somewhere in
the presbytery region.”

Zoom is a cloud-based
video conferencing service
used for virtual meetings by
video or audio-only, or both.
The software has been
around since 2013, mainly
used for business teleconferencing and telecommuting
and distance education.
Since March, the software
has seen increased use by
churches, schools and other
organizations following
quarantine measures
adopted in response to the
coronavirus pandemic.
At FPC, Zoom has been
used for, to name a few,
session and deacon meetings, staff meetings, adult
Sunday School classes,
committee meetings, and
Presbyterian Women board
and planning meetings.
Whether using Zoom on a
computer, laptop, smartphone, tablet or other device,
FPC members are staying
connected while being apart.

An email invitation goes out each week with instructions on how to log in
or call in to the Zoom meeting and join the pastor at 9 a.m. Wednesdays.

WITH PASTOR BOBBY
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Humor

FPC committees and groups Zoom-ing away

(for these times)

The rector of an Orthodox
Church in Virginia had
never used Facebook Live
until during the pandemic.
When his parish closed
and members were directed
to pray at home, the rector
wanted to make the liturgy
available to them.
In a March Facebook
post (shared more than
2,000 times) he told how his
child walked him through
use of the livestreaming
feature. Unfortunately, the
child didn’t walk him
through its filters, which
overlay special effects on a
speaker’s face.
The rector realized
afterward that when he
stepped close to the camera,
a pair of large googly eyes
appeared on his face
throughout the video.
A long line formed at 7:45
a.m. at the grocery store
that opened at 8:00 for
seniors only. A young man
came from the parking lot
and tried to cut in the front
of the line, but a woman
beat him back with her
cane.
He returned and tried to
cut in again but a man
punched, then kicked and
rolled him away.
As the young man
approached the line for the
third time, he said, “If you
don’t let me unlock the door,
you’ll never get in there.”

Presbyterian Women Board, Beverly
Jones, Moderator
“I’ll admit Zoom isn’t as good as having
everyone in a room together. When someone speaks, there can be
some guessing about
who said what. Everyone
has different equipment,
and some participants
don’t have a computer or
phone adequate for the
full Zoom experience. But
while we cannot meet in person, Zoom
meetings are a good option. We will use
teleconferencing for the June board meeting and planning meetings for the Austin Cluster Fall Gathering planned for this
fall.”
Multiple Meetings, Babs Cape
Babs said she has two wishes: “I wish my
computer had a camera, and I wish I had
bought stock in Zoom!”
She has been using her iPhone to
Zoom for six committees or groups: both
Executive and Administrative session
committee meetings, as well as monthly
session meetings, weekly Surveyors Sunday School class, weekly “Virtual Coffee
with Pastor Bobby” and “The Gathering
Place” lobby expansion committee meetings. However, she ordered a webcam in
May and hoped to use it on her PC.
With the teleconferencing software, it
was an opportunity to learn something
new, she said, “and it’s fun to see all the
faces and hear the voices. So I am grateful for the means to do that. The experience seems to be satisfactory to all of us
using it.”
Mission Committee, Celeste Frost, Chair
“Zoom works great. We’ve had Mission
Committee meetings via Zoom, and Robert Cravens has been the expert at keeping that working. We’ve also used it for
Surveyors Sunday School class, with Bill
Stanley making it work for us. He’s been
a wonderful administrator for it. I probably would have had a horrible time with
it, but I have such a great husband who
is the expert ‘techy’ person and makes it
work. And having the worship services
available has been such a blessing.”

(One that’s not Zoom-ing) Education &
Nurture Committee, Adrianne Brandt,
Chair
“Our committee has been doing its business via email. Some members are ‘Zoomed
out’ and others are appreciating the flexibility of having one less scheduled meeting.”

Small Groups
By the time stay-at-home restrictions were
imposed in March, the Education & Nurture Committee had been talking about
starting a small group ministry in the
church. After a meeting of interested parents, three small groups of parents of
young children were formed, led by Kelly
Ann Seaman, Sarah
Hulsey and Magen
Smith. The groups
were later opened to
parents of youth.
Kelly’s group continues to get together
on Zoom to discuss a
book the committee
bought for its members, 100 Things Every
Child Should Know before Confirmation by Rebecca Kirkpatrick.
Kelly says, “The purpose of these
groups was to open a space for togetherness, to connect with our families, to encourage each other in our faith and our
parenting.” Meeting since April 5, her
group has five couples.
“We all have kids who are in middle
school and younger,” she adds. “The inspiration for these groups was truly a
home study with families, and so it’s been
tough to pivot when that original dream
was so wonderful. We all look forward to
actually being able to gather together and
eat with one another. We are thankful to
spend the time in our Zoom meetings,
cheering each other, singing happy birthday, having kids pop in and out. But I
can only imagine how much more wonderful this will be when we reunite!”
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Lobby of
Worship CenterFellowship Hall

Goal reached!

Work begins May 26
on lobby, bathrooms
Donations in May toward “The
Gathering Place” lobby expansion
project have exceeded the $15,000
needed and are enough for the
contract also to include updates to the
restrooms off the lobby. At newsletter deadline, contributions from church members
totaled $28,117, with more donations coming in. Work was to begin May 26 and is
expected to take four weeks. Kyser Enterprises is the contractor. They were the contractor for remodeling of the entry into
Worship Center-Fellowship Hall.
Even before fundraising started, the
$49,000 lobby expansion project was
already 75% funded: through a $10,000
donation—as a matching grant from an
anonymous donor—and $27,183 from a
restricted Texas Presbyterian Foundation
money market account established for
building purposes. To date, more than
$65,300 has been raised through the three
sources of funding. Work on the restrooms will take $12,500.
Expanding the lobby from 840 to almost 1,500 square feet will make it more
open and hospitable for greeting—and for
fellowship with—visitors. Fellowship
Time between Sunday School and the 11
o’clock service will be moved from Room
101 to the lobby as a 14-foot-long counter/
coffee bar will be added along the back wall
of what has been the parlor. Some parlor
furniture is being moved to Room 111,

Pastor Bobby (left) and Keith Brainard, Babs
Cape and Mike Carson discuss plans for an
area in Room 111 to be used during worship as
a “cry room” with a changing table.
which will be used as a comfortable “cry
room” with a changing table and sound
from the worship service.
When the project was approved by session in April, it was with the stipulation
that funds had to be raised by June 15 so
that work could hopefully be completed
while the church has suspended all inperson gatherings. It took just two weeks
to reach the goal of $15,000.
When elders Babs Cape, Keith Brainard
and Mike Carson were appointed to shepherd the project, they recognized that some
members have been significantly affected
by the weakened economy during this
COVID-19 pandemic. They also recognized
that other members were trying to honor
their annual pledge and support other
missions and nonprofits. The committee
urged those members to honor any commitments they were trying to keep. Only
if a member had an interest in supporting
the project and available funds were they
invited to consider contributing.
(continued on next page)

