
‘‘‘‘
Stephanie in her own words
I am a foster parent, and my little family also includes two sweet tabby cats.

I enjoy: playing piano and ukulele, singing, eating foods that can only be described
as ‘gluten-free and weird,’ having good conversations, being asked if I was home-
schooled, good questions and running (sometimes).

With unending mugs of green tea, I could talk for hours about: great bands and
solo artists, spiritual formation and the life of faith, and the ways God has woven my
story into His bigger story.

I am thrilled to have the chance to serve First Presbyterian and serve alongside you
all as God works in and through us!

September 2020
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Meet our new Education Director
At age 33, FPC’s talented new Education
Director, Stephanie Mettler, already has a
wealth of education and experience in
Christian camping, music and ministry—
as both a worship leader and leader of
youth ministries. She holds two master’s
degrees, a bachelor’s degree and two certi-
fications. She is also a foster parent, loves
green tea, plays both the piano and uku-
lele, and admittedly can talk for hours
about spiritual formation and the life of
faith. She starts work September 1 as Joy
Bedford retires September 8.

Stephanie received a master of music
degree in collaborative piano from Baylor
University in 2013 and a master of divin-
ity degree from Truett Seminary at Baylor
in 2014. She has a certificate in spiritual
direction from Truett Seminary (2019) and
a certificate in Christian discipleship (2005)
from Rocky Mountain College in Calgary,
Canada, where she also earned a bache-
lor’s degree in piano performance in 2008.
She was named recipient of the William
Charles Treadwell, Jr., Award of Excellence
in Christian Education at Truett the year
she earned her degree.

Dawn Bookert, chair of the search com-
mittee for the new Education Director, said
they interviewed four of the 15 who applied
for the position. “We were impressed with
Stephanie’s thoughtful questions and
answers, and her breadth of experi-

ence. She had done her homework on our
church and programs, and she noted the
rich music ministry and welcoming
website, in addition to our educa-
tional programs. She spoke of making in-
tentional choices, and she seemed to be
genuinely open to change and growth.
And, she is a devoted foster parent.”

Serving with Dawn on the committee
were Jaime Cowan, Gary Nelon, Magen
Smith and Theresa McKenna. “Our task
was to find the Education Director that

(continued on page 3)
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1:00 p.m. Sunday, September 20
Zoom link to be sent in weekly email

The 2020 Church Officer Nominating
Committee is asking the congregation
for recommendations (including self-
recommendations) of members to serve
FPC as an elder, deacon or trustee. For
the Class of 2023, six elders, four dea-
cons and one trustee will be nominated.

A form for your use to recommend
people can be found at https://forms.gle/
3SUqmboUe9H3VcTU6. All recommen-
dations will be held in confidence by the
committee.

Recommendations are due by Tues-
day, September 15.

FPC nominating committee
asks for recommendations

Virtual Shower

When this is over, may we
never again take for granted
A handshake with a
stranger
Full shelves at the store
Conversations with
neighbors
A crowded theater
Friday night out
The taste of communion
A routine checkup
The school rush each
morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring
Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday
Life itself.

When this ends
may we find
that we have become
more like the people
we wanted to be
we were called to be
we hoped to be
and may we stay that
way—better for each other
because of the worst.

—Laura Kelly Fanucci,
Syndicated Columnist

A prayer for when
COVID-19 is over

Humor
If you bought 30 rolls of toilet paper, you owe
three to the church. Tithing is not canceled.

Invitation

Baby Logan

Join us as we celebrate Logan
and the Hulme-Lippert family.

If you wish to give a gift or card with a
check, you are asked to get it to church

office by 4:30 p.m. September 17.

If you would prefer to mail a card,
please address it to:
FPC Church Office

Attn: "Baby Shower"
703 S. Church St.

Georgetown 78626

Cards should arrive by the 19th.

Bobby’s family is truly grateful for the
opportunity to celebrate with everyone!

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER
SUNDAY

30
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship – WCFH

6
Dr. Thomas Currie Preaching
11:00am Worship – WCFH

13
Communion
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship – WCFH

20
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship – WCFH
1:00pm Virtual Baby Shower for

Logan

27
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship - WCFH

TUESDAY

1
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

8
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:45pm Executive Comm

15
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:30pm Newsletter

Deadline
7:00pm Diaconate

22
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session

29
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY

2
9:00am Virtual Coffee with

Pastor Bobby

9
9:00am Virtual Coffee

16
9:00am Virtual Coffee
9:30am Martha Circle
9:30am  Rachel Circle
11:00am Hannah-Esther

Circ le

23
9:00am Virtual Coffee

30
9:00am Virtual Coffee

THURSDAY

3
Sue Bell out of town
thru 9/13

10

17

24

FRIDAY

4
Jaime Cowan out of town
thru 9/6

11

18

25

Saturday, September 12th

9:30am Virtual PW Fall Gathering

Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass.
It’s about learning how to dance in the rain.

 —Vivian Greene

Daniel slept in a lion’s den. Peter slept in a
prison. Jesus slept in a storm. So during a
crisis like this COVID-19 pandemic, you can
take a nap.

Thought for the day

MONDAY

31

7
Church Office
Closed – Labor
Day

14

21

28
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1 Jeremy & Linda Gambell
3 Frank & Rebecca Beam
4 Jim & Mona Andersen

Joel & Elizabeth Miller
5 Tim & Kathy Kerr Kubatzky
10 Joel & Joan Lawrence
11 Bruce & Shelley Sorenson
16 Rusty & Kitty Bristow

Eric & Kelly Ann Seaman
28 Glen & Ann Kaiser
30 Nelson & Carolyn Stubblefield

1 Haley Weisbrod
2 Billy Lamb

Amanda McIntosh
3 Kayla Collick

Colleen Forrester
Sandra Walden

4 Fred Herbst
Pip Hubbard

5 Jean Fisher
6 Peggy Berland
7 Debbie Pilcher
8 Liz Keith

Leanna Perkins
Mary Jean Thorp
Nell Tucker

9 Kevin McCown
Dan Shaner

10 Bob Becker
D. Ann Shiffler

11 Andi Wagner
Bobby Weisbrod

12 Cari Spruiell
13 Conley Leloux
15 Jonathan Roberts

Lois Stanley
16 Minta McIntosh
17 Corey Bailey

Martha Cowen
Peg Kingsbury
Sue Rose

18 Marianne Welch
19 Jay Allison

Kenley Hunt
Betty Pope

20 Olivia Cowan
21 Pete Decker

John McEntire
Erika Wenzel
Wes Whitehead

22 Carole Burke
Linette Harwell
Helen Trentch

23 Mike Carson
Aidan Guidici

24 Kimberly Poe
Jim Southerland

ANNIVERSARIES

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church

BIRTHDAYS

(continued on next page)

SEPTEMBER  WORSHIP
(on YouTube at 11 a.m.)

September 6
Dr. Thomas Currie Preaching

September 13
Communion
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

September 20
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

September 27
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

Actual Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - July 2020

General Operating Fund

Income
 Pledges $536,274 $841,881 64%
 Other $80,918 $105,180 77%
 TOTAL $617,192 $947,061 65%
    
Expenses
 Validated Mission $34,925 $57,593 61%
 Local/Other Mission $13,125 $29,802 44%
 Ministry of the Word $83,331 $148,501 56%
 Program/Support Staff $268,663 $468,710 57%
 Christian Education $12,538 $39,350 32%
 Music and Worship $15,768 $21,756 72%
 Evangelism/Care $3,424 $11,115 31%
 Property $60,124 $90,500 66%
 Stewardship/Finance $10,056 $19,700 51%
  Other Oper Expenses $18,244 $43,970 41%
 Debt Retirement $56,907 $97,548 58%
 TOTAL $577,105 $1,028,545 56%

This fall we are taking nine Sundays to
consider FPC’s tagline: “Rooted. Reformed.
Relevant.” In these ever-uncertain, ever-
changing times of ours, what does it mean
to be a people who are deeply rooted? How
is it that our Reformed theological tradition
informs, shapes and guides our path in the
world today? And what does it mean to be
a congregation attentive and relevant to
God’s work in Georgetown and through-
out the world today? These are just three
of the key questions I look forward to un-
packing during our series, and I pray it
proves a series through which the Holy
Spirit continues to faithfully shape us and
lead us together into God’s future.

—Pastor Bobby

(September 13 - November 8)

Rooted. Reformed. Relevant. 
Fall Sermon Series:

In the hospital last month: Mark DeRuy-
ter (surgery), Emily McEntire (surgery),
Shirley Nash, Phil Smith (surgery), Lois
Stanley (surgery) and Roger Taylor (sur-
gery).

Congratulations to Ryan & Courtney
Queen on the birth of their daughter, Zoey
Elaine Queen, August 4. We also extend
our congratulations to grandfather Den-
nis Hilgeman, great-aunt Susan Moreno
and great-grandfather Fred Hilgeman.

Our sympathy to:
 Thom & Cindy Bausch on the sudden
death of their son, Matthew, August 4 in
Houston, and on the death of Thom’s sis-
ter, Catherine Westphalen, July 24 in
Washington.
 Ron & Sharon Place on the death of their
niece, Tricia Burke, who passed away sud-
denly August 16 in New Mexico.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; 1stStaff Sgt. Mat-
thew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann Kai-
ser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne Smith’s
son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert McClana-
han, grandson of Minta McIntosh and
nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col. Mike
Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1stClass
Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos, Larry &
Helen Burk’s grandson; and Christian
Winckel, grandson of Sandy Hayes.

Among Our People

First Presbyterian Church
NEW web page:

www.fpcgeorgetown.org
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Larry Buchanan and Eliza-
beth (Betsy) Hughes of
Round Rock by profession of
faith. He is retired and enjoys
building and repairing things.
She enjoys crafts, reading and
being Nana to two grand-
sons. They learned of our
church through the web page.

Joining April 21 via Zoom:

Michelle Hulme-Lippert of Georgetown by letter
of transfer from Grace Covenant Presbyterian,
Richmond, Virginia. She is the wife of Pastor Bobby
and enjoys hanging out with family, paddle-
boarding, yoga, reading and travel. She is un-
doubtedly busy since the couple has a baby son,
Logan, in addition to 4-year-old son Leo.

Michelle & Bobby with Leo and Logan

Colleen Forrester of Georgetown
by reaffirmation of faith. She is
retired and a full-time grandma
who enjoys running. She has
taught a 4-year-old Sunday School
class and has been a preschool
teacher. She first attended and
learned about FPC at a Christmas
Eve service. (Shown with her hus-
band, Jon Dunleavy.)

Rachel Dodge of Georgetown by
reaffirmation of faith. She is a di-
rector at TexAussie Consulting.
She loves to knit, crochet, fish and
have coffee with friends. Over the
years in her church she has played
the piano, sung in the choir and
taught teenage girls. Rachel and
her husband were invited to our
Christmas Eve service by Colleen
Forrester.

Francoise (Fran) Lovejoy by letter
of transfer from Grace Episcopal
Church, Georgetown. She is the
wife of FPC member Bernie
Lovejoy. A native of France, Fran
is retired secretariat manager of
Esso Europe, Inc. She enjoys hik-
ing, traveling, snorkeling and the-
ater. In the past she has served her
church on a fellowship committee.

Editor’s note:
To welcome or get

in touch with any of our
new members,

email Christina in the
church office for their
contact information.

Dear Lord, as I go through
the day, please keep your
arm around my shoulder.
And your hand on my
mouth. Amen.

Prayers
Dear Lord, please don’t let
my husband be home when
all my online orders arrive.
Amen.

Dear Lord, as your humble
servant, let me prove to you
that winning the lottery
won’t change me. Amen.

Joel and Dr. Joan and Lawrence of
Round Rock by letter of transfer
from First Presbyterian Church,
Lexington, North Carolina, and
they are new members of our
church handbell choir, First Bells.
They learned of FPC through our
web page. Joan is assistant profes-
sor and Clinical Coordinator,
Clinical Mental Health Counsel-
ing, at South University. In their
former church, Joan served as deacon and held diaconate
offices on several occasions, and she was an elder. She
taught children and adult Sunday School classes, worked
in Vacation Bible School, was a youth group leader and
served as moderator of Presbyterian Women. Both she
and Joel were members of the handbell choir there. Joan
enjoys sewing, gardening and cooking. Joel is human
resources manager for Nokia, and his hobbies include
bicycling, beekeeping and gardening. He also served his
former church as a deacon, youth group and Boy Scout
leader and  homeless shelter volunteer. Joel served on
church finance, building and grounds committees and
was a lay leader for the handbell choir.

Joining June 23 via Zoom:

Welcome,
NEW MEMBERS
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Dear Church Family:
I would like to thank you for elect-

ing me as Pastor Emeritus this past
Sunday. Pastor Emeritus is a unique
and special honor. I'm grateful to Pas-
tor Bobby and the session for present-
ing this recognition to the congrega-
tion.

I am so touched that you would
honor me and my ministry with you
in this way. I have always thought you
were a kind and appreciative church
family. I appreciate your thoughtful-
ness in this special recognition.

I enjoy following your ministry and
I continue to pray for all of you on a
regular basis. Retirement has been good
for us. Together, we have enjoyed a
more relaxed pace of life. We have taken
multiple trips to see our family on both
coasts. Both of our sons, Timothy and
Jonathan, live in Massachusetts now.
Elizabeth lives in Austin. We look for-
ward to seeing our new granddaugh-
ter, Austin Elizabeth, in October.

We look forward to seeing you and
celebrating with you in the near future.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
Yours in Christ, Mike

We have made the difficult decision to con-
solidate the three organist and pianist po-
sitions into one organist/pianist position
with flexibility for contracting organists
and pianists for substitute or additional
work as needed. As of September 1, Monica
Koenig will be the organist/pianist, and
two other staff positions—organist and
assistant organist/pianist—will no longer
be active.

We are incredibly grateful to both Chad
Hansen and Sandy Hayes for their won-
derful work and for sharing their gifts of
music in worship at FPC over the last sev-
eral years. And while they are no longer
officially on staff, we do look forward to
worshiping alongside them in coming days
as they substitute on the piano and organ.

Also, we continue to be grateful for the
leadership and giftedness of Philip Smith.
Over the summer, session changed his title
from "Music Director" to “Director of Mu-
sic & Worship,” the duties of which include
general oversight and coordination of
worship (including worship technology
and media, worship logistics, coordination
of worship planning, etc.). Finally, be sure
and congratulate him! In late July, Philip
earned his Master of Music in Choral Con-
ducting degree at Texas State University!

BIRTHDAYS
(continued from previous page)

Flowers
in Worship/
September

3 Jim & Mona Andersen
13 Ruth Henning
20 Eric & Kelly Ann Seaman
27 Mike & Larian Carson

During the pandemic, when
we are not worshiping in per-
son, the flower arrangements
you are providing continue to
be used by Compassionate
Care staff in our Flower Min-
istry. The arrangements are
divided into smaller bouquets
and put into bud bases, then
taken to our shut-ins and
members in the hospital. If
you want to take your ar-
rangement home, contact
Christina Bondesen prior
to that Sunday and make
arrangements for someone
to leave it outside or give
you a temporary entry
code.

Education Director

25 Lee McIntosh
26 Larian Carson

Bill Dudley
Eric Wiesner

27 Sugie Maxfield
28 Shelby Brainard

Mary Mac Decker
Hendrix Seaman
Tristan Snyder

29 Kayla Hutton
Adam Jones
Larry Perkins
Allen Pratt
Marcia Sloma
Carl Spivey

30 Ashlin Miller

A message from Mike:Church staffing updates

God meant for us to have,” Dawn said.
“We prayed for open minds and open
hearts, and we studied and discussed
resumes to find the best fit for our congre-
gation. After our interview with Steph-
anie, we looked at each other for a minute
or so on Zoom, and one by one we revealed
that we had found our Education Dir-
ector. It was a powerful experience.”

Stephanie grew up in the Midwest be-
fore going to college in Canada, and she
has lived on both the East and West coasts.
She moved to Texas to enter seminary in
2009. Stephanie comes from a position most
recently as a retreat director of a Christian
camp in Rocksprings, Texas. After gradu-
ating from seminary, she served as associ-
ate pastor of youth and spiritual formation
and pianist from 2015-19 at First Baptist
Church in Hamilton, where she was or-

(continued from front page)

dained into the ministry in 2016. There she
led deacons in monthly spiritual forma-
tion practices, preached, delivered sermon
series meditations, led yearly youth vol-
unteer retreats and accompanied church
choirs.

Her experience also includes four years
volunteering at Methodist Children’s
Home in Waco, mentoring high school
students in activities and providing per-
sonal support. She served as a pastoral
intern at a church in Minneapolis, and as
music director and pianist at Calvary Bap-
tist Church in Waco. As a graduate assis-
tant at Baylor, she collaborated with
instrumentalists, vocalists, choirs and the
Baylor University Opera Theatre.

During two summers while working on
her degree at Truett, Stephanie was wor-
ship director and head female counselor
at a Bible camp in Cooperstown, North
Dakota, where she implemented a summer
music program. —Marty Curtis
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again winged over us all, light-
ing on Andy Prude’s head to
stretch its wings, & giving a
rather fat old lady a start. Three
Sundays ago it buzzed Fred Hil-
geman to the extent that he
flopped his 6 foot 6 inch frame
about trying to avoid it. M.
[Marietta Mugford] says that she
has heard of many churches that
could boast of having a church
mouse, but this was indeed the
first church, to her knowledge,
which had a church wasp.

From: A History of the First Presbyterian
Church, Georgetown, Texas: Sesquicen-
tennial Edition, 1854–2004

Editor’s Notes:
The phrase “clayey eyrie” was first
thought to be a huge typo. But, con-
sulting several dictionaries, we
learned that clayey translates to
“mud” or “moist, sticky earth,” and
eyrie is simply the British spelling of
aerie, “the nest of an eagle or other
large bird.”

We asked Fred Hilgeman recently
about the incident. He responded,
“In spite of what has been said about
the infamous ‘wasp,’ I have no rec-
ollection of that ever happening,
probably because we were covered up
at the time with little ones that we
were trying to keep quiet.”

Two years before the wasp inci-
dent, in 1967, Fred and his late wife
Pat moved to Georgetown, 53 years
ago this August, when he was hired
to teach chemistry at Southwestern
University. SU’s gain was also FPC’s
gain since Fred and Pat joined with
three young children (and a fourth
on the way). There was considerable
excitement because the church had
few families with children, and sud-
denly the number of kids increased
by almost four during a time when
membership was about 120.

One of those kids, Susan Hilge-
man Moreno, still a member, said she
remembers that “wasp” story. She
and her dad both remember the heat

Many old churches have a cute little
church mouse which scurries around
from time to time, but the First Pres-
byterian Church of Georgetown has
been visited by a raccoon that made
its way into the attic and tore
through ceilings trying to find a way
out, and by a church wasp which is
remembered with amusement (now!)
by some members.

Aleene Purl remembered when it
was hot, before air conditioning, and
the church windows had to be raised:
“We would have the windows open,
but then we had a wasp nest outside
the window and that didn’t work out
too great because several people in
there were allergic to wasp stings,
and one would fly in and the preacher
would lose us ‘cause everybody
would be seeing where that wasp was
going. Sometimes it was a welcome
relief. I’m sure we missed some good
points.”

Marvin Henderson, in his 2001
oral history interview, shared, “En-
tertainment before air conditioning
was all the windows open and you
had a paper fan. Ed Evans is allergic
to bees, yellow jackets would fly in
and all of us—the preacher could
have been saying anything—we all
watched Ed. And he was getting
ready to dive under the pew! And he
was cleaning his glasses. He used to
clean them the whole service. Even
my children remember Ed and the
bees and cleaning those glasses.”

Edward Mugford, a member of the
church from about 1967 until his
death in 1993, kept a personal jour-
nal of observations about daily life.
In addition to occasionally comment-
ing on the quality of a sermon, he
had this entry dated February 23,
1969:

Went to church in G’town. Beau-
tiful day. The service was fine, &
during the sermon a mocking-
bird could be heard singing from
outside. The church wasp, a great
reddish-blue-black mud dauber
whose clayey eyrie is plastered to
the wall above the cross, once

The Church Wasp: From our history book

Humor:

When our church

had a “church

wasp” in our

sanctuary

because at that time, she said, “ev-
eryone dressed up for church: ties
and coats for the men, and dresses,
hose and sometimes hats and gloves
for the ladies. I was pretty young, and
there was no Children’s Church, so
paying attention was hard anyway.” 

The sanctuary wasn’t air condi-
tioned until around August 1966 af-
ter the Rev. Davis Taylor accepted a
pastorate elsewhere. It was during his
pastorate that plans were begun to
install central air conditioning but it
was put into operation too late for
him to enjoy it. The $5,500 air condi-
tioning system, consisting of two 10-
ton compressors, was completed
one-and-a-half months after his de-
parture in June 1966.

In 2001 Rev. Taylor remarked, “I
think my only real accomplishment
here when I was pastor was to get
the place air conditioned. It took two
years to get it done, but I never got
the benefit of it. Window fans blew
down two aisles, and those beautiful
windows would be shaking from the
fans. In the summer time you
couldn’t hear anything. There was
no [public address] system and all I
could do was yell as loud as I could.
They had to argue a long time. A lot
of the guys wanted to put in win-
dow units which would have de-
stroyed those windows, so I tried to
delay a decision on that as long as I
could until they could see reason to
it. Finally, just as we were leaving,
they started putting [the central air
conditioning units] in.”
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C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N

The Education/Nurture Committee, LOGOS Board, Jaime and my-
self are planning on providing two ways for our children to stay
connected this fall.  

We sent out a parent survey and hopefully are responding to the
needs that you expressed. We will offer a weekly pre-recorded time of
stories, music and videos for all ages. Then we will also schedule a
session on Wednesday evenings for children to gather via Zoom for
face-to-face time with their friends and teachers. We hope there will
be some small groups, socially-distanced, mask-wearing, outside soon.
When we know dates, we will invite parents to a Zoom meeting for
all the details.

It was wonderful to see so many for Rally Day. If you were not
able to come to Rally Day, your family’s bag and books will be deliv-
ered to your porch.

Until we can be together again in person, know that we are here
and continue to pray for our children and their families. Sending
love and air hugs your way. —Mrs. Joy

Fall programming for FPC children

Surveyors
Celeste Frost will lead “Learning During
Solitude.” Contact Bill Stanley, billnlois@
suddenlink.net, if you would like to re-
ceive the Zoom link and are not already
on their list.

Homebuilders
Homebuilders begins the virtual year with a six-week DVD
series, When Christians Get It Wrong, by Adam Hamilton, led
by Karen Jones. With his familiar style, Hamilton tackles is-
sues listed by those who are leaving the church and addresses
the how’s and why’s of Christians getting it right when it
comes to being Christ in the world.

Homebuilders is a discussion-oriented class for adults that
covers topics in Christian living, scripture and church
history. Formed to meet the needs of adults in the family-
building stage of life, Homebuilders welcomes all. If you are
interested in attending this class contact Karen Jones Staller
at jones.karen.leslie@gmail.com to be sent the Zoom link.

Dear Church Family,
The August First Word
newsletter was a little
overwhelming, to say the
least. Thank you to all who
contributed in some way. It
has also been wonderful to
receive cards and emails
with so many good, good
memories and loving words.
I have been so blessed. You
have heard me say this
many, many times: It is an
honor and a privilege to
work for and with each and
every one of you. My life
has been so much richer for
knowing all of you. Thank
you from the bottom of my
heart.

—In Christ’s love,
Mrs. Joy

Ladies Lunch Bible Study
Starts the fall off September 9 with a
study of Nabeel Qureshi’s Seeking Allah,
Finding Jesus, to help us deepen our un-
derstanding of the Muslim faith and learn
the kind of apologetics and evangelism
that led Nabeel to faith in Christ. Join
us as we explore Muslim culture, the
most common Muslim objections to
Christianity, and the core doctrines upon
which Islam stands or falls. Pull up your
chair, sit back and learn with us. Let
Karen Rayburn, krayburn04@yahoo.
com, know if you want the Zoom link
sent to you. 

Crossroads
Led by Amanda & Patrick Tolbert
From Nobel Prize winners and government surveil-
lance to rock and roll—no week is ever the same. The
class uses stories from the headlines to make God’s work
in our lives more apparent. Each week brings a differ-
ent discussion topic designed to confront the news with
scripture and hope so that we may identify the inter-
section of faith in our daily lives. Contact Patrick at
patrick.tolbert@gmail.com if you would like to be sent
the Zoom link.
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A Rally Day
to remember!

Sunday,
August 23,

2020

All outside, on church grounds
The coronavirus pandemic didn’t stop an innovative 2020 version of FPC’s Rally Day/Pro-
motion Sunday on August 23, hosted by the Education and Nurture Committee. The church
parking lot and church ground were turned into a Rally Day event as families with youth
(wearing masks and socially distancing) celebrated the beginning of a new (and unique)
year. Education staff, Sunday School teachers and LOGOS and youth volunteers helped
celebrate the day as stations were set up around the outside of the church where kids
picked up their certificates, a book, a take-home bag of goodies and lots of air hugs. Families
had an opportunity to ring the church bell in the narthex, and each family also had a
special time with Mrs. Joy. She reminded them they are children of God and are so loved.
She gave them a charge: to go out into the world and be a light to others.
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This one’s for the parents!
Let me affirm something important: Par-
ents, you are doing a GOOD JOB! Do you
have all the answers; do you have every-
thing under control? No. And that’s ok.
But you love your children, and you are
doing a good job. It’s important to ac-
knowledge that fact and cut yourselves
some slack.

I also want to encourage our parents
by letting you know that our Children
and Youth Ministry teams want to come
alongside you and support you. We may
not be able to give a physical hug, but we
are in prayer for you and sending spiri-
tual hugs your way. If there is something
we can do to help (a listening ear, a book
on family prayer time, a 5 lb. bag of
M&Ms), please let us know. We’re walk-
ing this journey together, and we are grate-
ful to be on this road with you.

I’ve been reading several articles about
the ways our students are struggling right
now psychologically and spiritually, and

Y O U T H   M I N I S T R Y

During COVID-19, parents are doing a good job
I want to share 5 Important Questions Kids
are Asking about Themselves for parents
to consider as they guide their children
through this season:
1. Do I have what it takes? Affirm them

through support and encouragement.
2. Are you listening? If you listen to your

children early on, they will come to you
later.

3. Do you see me? One of the greatest gifts
you can give is your eyes.

4. What can I do to help? No, they may
not say it, but empower them to add
value to the family.

5. Who is God? How you show love,
mercy, grace and consistency will rep-
resent to your kids the love, mercy, grace
and consistency of God. And, no, you
don’t have to have all the answers.
Parents, you are doing a GOOD

JOB. We are praying for you, and we are
walking with you.

—God bless, David Lee Hulsey

David Lee Hulsey
Youth Director

dl@fpcgeorgetown.org

 Williamson County COVID-19 dashboard:
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ae30cf23f70b40fda5a4804e7601eee9

 CDC tracker:
https://www.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/index.html#testing

 Explanation of “positivity rate”
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/individual-states

The love of our FPC church family continues to guide decisions on when our congregation returns to in-person
worship, says task force chair Karen Rayburn. She explains:

“In the past six months, our nation’s testing and treatment of COVID-19 has evolved greatly as have the readily
available metrics. The ODTAP task force had initially selected a 28-day stabilization of COVID-19 hospitalizations
and deaths as useful statistics to determine safety and timing of reopening. But we now recognize that other metrics
will better guide us. The decision to change our tracked metrics relates to the realization that “stabilization” is a
vague term, and both hospitalizations and deaths lag two to four weeks behind new cases of COVID-19. Thus, we are
moving to a threshold of community transmission rate for re-opening our doors that reflects a combination of both
testing positivity rates and case-incidence trends. These are readily available metrics from our local health department
and are commonly followed by experts across the country.  

“The ODTAP will now track the test positivity rate and daily incidence per 100,000 individuals within Williamson
County based on a seven-day rolling average. Decisions regarding FPC opening and potential re-closure will con-
sider the sequential trends of at least two 7-day periods (14-21 days). 

“In order to re-open FPC Georgetown, we must have a 14+ day period with: fewer than 4 new COVID-19 cases/
100,000 population/day and a less than 3% test positivity rate.
 “As of newsletter deadline, August 22, Williamson County had 8.7 cases/100,000 and an 11.39% positivity rate.
Once we have this 14-day period, we will set a date for returning to in-person, in-building worship.” 

Update from the FPC Open the Doors and There’s All the People (ODTAP) task force
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A large colorful replica of a stained glass
by the late George Cape will greet us when
we return to in-person worship and ex-
perience the newly expanded Gathering
Place lobby of Fellowship Hall. The 6-foot
by 2-foot horizontal acrylic makes one
think a stained glass window is overlook-
ing the space. It is mounted over the new
13-foot-long coffee/hospitality counter.

George’s wife Babs hopes the inspired
creation will add color and interest to
the new space, greeting both members and
visitors. It is the only window her hus-
band, an architect for more than 30 years,
and artist in his retirement, ever designed.
It was a project for the new sanctuary of
then Lake Park Presbyterian Church
(now Lake Highlands Pres) in Dallas,
completed in 1973. The 20-foot by 7-foot
window is mounted high over the chan-
cel there.

“When the minister asked him to de-
sign the window, George told him, ‘I don’t
do windows.’ And then, he always said
he did not do this; it was God’s inspira-
tion.”

What hangs on the wall in Fellowship
Hall lobby began as an image from a small
photo of the window that Babs had trans-
ferred to acrylic. 

She describes the window as unique,
not traditional. A white dove is in the cen-
ter, amid yellow and shades of red, and
the intricate blue background is filled with
words from the Bible. ”It was difficult to
find an artist to do the glass work,” Babs
recalls. “No one understood the concept.
Then the right one was found,  right on
time.”

Babs said her husband always enjoyed
art but didn’t have time to develop his
interest until they moved to Georgetown
in late 1997. He taught Senior University
drawing classes for years and led trips to
Dallas that included a visit to the church
to see the stained glass window. He served
as elder several times after he and Babs
joined in 1998.

George’s work isn’t the only art that
congregation members will see once we
return to church, Babs said. “Members
of the congregation who are artists are
creating a rotating ‘art gallery’ of works
that will hang in the Gathering Place and
our newly renovated restrooms.”

—Marty Curtis

Colorful “stained glass” added to lobby

Babs Cape, in front of the
new hospitality counter
in the Gathering Place.

A protective  film covers
the acrylic piece until all
construction is complete.

Top, Beverly Dennis and
Babs hang art in the
women’s restroom. Bottom,
art that hangs in the men’s
restroom above the baby-
changing station.
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Updates on The Caring Place at the website

M I S S I O N

Friends in Deed An FPC mission project

helping members

with routine home maintenance.

Call the church office

to schedule a visit from one of

FPC’s Friends in Deed.

This month, as always, there is a massive
amount of information to tell you. I will
not try to tell it all in this note. The best
thing you can do is to go to the website
at www.caringplacetx.org.

We have been asked not to donate non-
perishable food items since TCP is getting
all their supplies from the Central Texas
Food Bank. If you would still like to do-
nate food supplies you may do so and
drop them in the baskets at the church.
But I will take them to Helping Hands of
Georgetown, which distributes the food,
along with lunches prepared by volun-
teers and some restaurants. Helping

Hands recently opened an office and store
room at 107 Halmar Cove, Suite 232, just
off Airport Road across from Georgetown
Airport.

To find out the latest information
about The Caring Place, you can partici-
pate in a short Facebook presentation Fri-
day September 4, at 9 a.m.

The Caring Place is a very busy place
these days even though the hours of pub-
lic service have been cut somewhat. The
very best thing you can do right now is
make a financial donation. Again, thanks
for all you do. —Jenny Carswell

One of our congregation’s missions is Su
Casa de Esperanza, an effort started by the
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Ser-
vices agency in the Rio Grande Valley, and
now a nonprofit affiliated with Mission
Presbytery. The work of Su Casa is con-
centrated in three areas: prenatal instruc-
tion for new mothers, infant stimulation
and growth, and education for young
mothers and toddlers to undertake to-
gether. There is no charge to those who
participate.

In response to our church’s request to
identify special needs during the pandemic,
Belinda Simons, Director, identified three:
 Baby items for newborns (diapers, etc.)

Opportunities to help Su Casa de Esperanza

 Equipment to enable video instruction
and home instructional materials for those
who are confined at home during this
pandemic
 Help with purchase of food. In April Su
Casa was given a grant for food, clothing
and other basic necessities. With that
money, Belinda bought H-E-B gift cards
for 75 families that had little or no food.
     If you are willing and able to support
this ministry, you may do so by sending
a check to the church office: First Presby-
terian Church, 703 S. Church St., George-
town 78626 and marking it for Su Casa
de Esperanza (Your House of Hope!).

So far today, God, I’ve done
all right. I haven’t gossiped,
haven’t lost my temper,
haven’t been greedy, grumpy,
nasty, selfish or over-
indulgent. I’m really glad
about that. 

But in a few minutes, God,
I’m going to get out of bed
and from then on I’m probably
going to need a lot more help. 

Thank you. In Jesus’ name.
Amen

Humor
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Dear FPC Family,
I miss seeing you all so very much,
and I look forward to the day we can
safely be together again in the same
space. All of the music ministry en-
semble members have heard that from
me regularly since March. Just as all
church leaders have been doing since
mid-March, I have been pondering
the question, “How in the world do
we do what we do…remotely?” And
with ensemble singing being higher-
risk than many other activities, how
do we have choir?—something that
is such an important part of who we
are as a music ministry and a church.

You’ve likely heard or seen many
videos of “virtual choirs” over the last
several months. One that went “vi-
ral” earlier this year was a pick-up
group of studio singers dubbed the
“Nashville Cell Phone Choir” sing-
ing an arrangement of “It Is Well With
My Soul.” Such video productions
have become more and more preva-
lent recently due to the current situ-
ation with COVID-19. It’s something
that’s relatively new when looking at
a wider history: a phenomenon that
began in the years following the pub-
lic release of devices like the iPhone
and other handheld internet devices
with built-in video cameras. Virtual
choir videos were made widely popu-
lar under the name of Eric Whitacre,
renowned composer and conductor.

These videos are produced by first
creating a guide track for singers to
practice with and then listen to as
they record. The guide track contains
auditory information for pitch,
rhythm, tempo, entrances, cutoffs…
anything that would be visually
guided by the conductor with an in-

Read all about it in this letter from Philip Smith,
FPC Director of Music and Worship

person choir. Singers use two devices:
one to record their video and another
to listen to the guide track through
headphones or earbuds while record-
ing. They submit their videos, and
then someone puts it all together,
synchronizing the audio and video,
mixing and editing. If the conductor
doesn’t have the technological chops
to do it himself, professionals are con-
tracted to produce the video, and the
conductor gives them feedback in the
process.

Each of these split-screen music
videos requires anywhere from 20 to
30 or more hours of post-production
work. This doesn’t include the prepa-
ration of guide tracks and communi-
cation with the singers or individual
recording of videos.

Because of the amount of work
these video projects take, I was hesi-
tant to do these kinds of things on a
larger scale earlier in the year. But I’ve
gained a lot more experience with this
stuff since then, and my stance has
changed rather dramatically.

Not only are we going to start do-
ing some virtual choir videos, we are
starting an official virtual choir en-
semble at FPC called “ReSounding
Voices”: a virtual choir opportunity
that could continue into
the future. Granted, we
will eventually turn the
focus of our Music Min-
istry back to in-person
ensembles, and this kind
of thing will not neces-
sarily be as routine. How-
ever, we plan for it to exist
in some form as a facet of
FPC’s music ministry.

ReSounding Voices
is the new virtual choir of
First Presbyterian Church!

For the person watching and lis-
tening to the final video, it can be a
really moving and inspirational ex-
perience. For the listener, it is perhaps
similar to an in-person choir. For the
singer, though, it’s quite the oppo-
site. The virtual chorister experience
is similar being a solo recording art-
ist—something most choral singers
are not naturally comfortable with or
used to doing.

Once we move past some of that,
we realize that our individual videos
are a contribution towards something
bigger than any of us—something we
give ourselves to as a musical offer-
ing, trusting God to use our efforts
to inspire the lives of those who hear
it. The inspiration and ministry to the
listener is the common thread be-
tween in-person choir and virtual
choir projects. The inspiration of the
singer comes from the experience of
listening to the final video, along
with other listeners, rather than from
the rehearsal experience.

ReSounding Voices will have re-
hearsals, but they will be on Zoom.
Except for the director, everyone will
be muted as they sing because of the
delay that would cause voices not to
be quite together. In those rehears-
als, we will work some on the music
we are preparing, but it will also be a
time of fellowship for the singers
when we’re not singing.

Just like any other FPC ensemble,
ReSounding Voices is open to all FPC
members, nonmember visitors and
others by invitation of the director.
For more information about this new
virtual choir opportunity, email me
at philip@fpcgeorgetown.org.

I look forward to the day when
we safely return to doing what we
love to do together in person.

—In Christ, Philip
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Mission co-workers and global partners
are safe after massive explosion in Beirut

Mission Sewing
Mission Sewing members
continue to work from
home using their time and
talents to create hand-made
items with yarn and fabric. 
Knitted and crocheted hats
will be donated to the local
cancer centers and The
Caring Place. 

Thanks to Linette
Harwell, Alison Harrison
and Lenice Smithwick for
donating over 40 stuffed
animals with blankets and
books to the Williamson
County Children’s Advocacy
Center this summer. 

A special thank you to the
anonymous donor of several
large sacks of stuffed
animals, fabric and
yarn. Your generosity is
very much appreciated.

—Kathy Jones

Adapted (& updated) from an article by
Kathy Melvin, Presbyterian News Service

A massive explosion at the Port of Beirut,
Lebanon, in early August has left some
200 dead and more than 6,000 people
wounded. Officials say the force of the
explosion was 20% as powerful as the
atomic bomb dropped by the U.S. on
Hiroshima, Japan, on August 6, 1945.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) relief efforts are under way in
Beirut to help the more than 300,000
people displaced by the explosion that is
now being called among the five stron-
gest blasts in human history.

PDA is supporting the humanitarian
assistance in the aftermath of the explo-
sion by processing solidarity grants to
PCUSA partners on the ground in Leba-
non. Solidarity grants are used for emer-
gency humanitarian needs, which can
include anything from medical supplies,
personal protective equipment, shelter,
water and more.

The Rev. Elmarie Parker, mission co-
worker and World Mission’s regional
liaison for Lebanon, Syria and Iraq, has
been coordinating with partners in
Beirut. She has been sheltering-in-place
in Oregon since March. Her husband and
fellow mission co-worker, the
Rev. Scott Parker, was in Beirut,
where he is sheltering-in-place
and escaped injury. Global part-
ners in Beirut have reported
property damage but no deaths.

Scott said the blast felt like an
earthquake. Officials said the
blast registered as a 3.3 magni-
tude earthquake that could be felt
as far away as Cyprus, more
than 100 miles away.

“From another partner I’ve
heard that American University
Hospital and others in the Beirut
area have been heavily damaged
in their buildings and patients
injured from flying glass, so it is
hard for these hospitals to re-
spond to the needs of patients
newly arriving with injuries,”
said Elmarie.

“We’ve got stay-at-home orders be-
cause of the spread of chemicals through
the air,” Scott wrote on Facebook. “Please
pray for the vulnerable, and the hospital
and rescue workers and all who are help-
ing those in need.”

The Rev. Dr. Laurie Kraus, PDA direc-
tor, said, “The citizens of Beirut and Leba-
non have been hosting and supporting
millions of refugees since the war in Syria
began in 2012, and their economy and sta-
bility have been challenged by rampant
inflation, high unemployment and cur-
rency devaluation—and now this terrify-
ing and catastrophic explosion that has
killed and injured many, and rocked the
capital.”

If you would like to support PDA’s re-
sponse to the crisis in Lebanon, checks can
be made out to First Presbyterian Church,
with “PDA code DR000007” in the “for”
line. Send checks to the Church Office,
Attn: Sue Bell, 703 S. Church St., George-
town 78626.

Below: A view of the severely damaged port
area in Beirut, Lebanon. (Photo provided
to the Rev. Elmarie Parker)
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Points from Parish Nurse Penny

C O M P A S S I O N A T E   C A R E   M I N I S T R Y

This article is probably long past due. We
have been in a “liminal” spot for more than
five months now. Do you remember that
word from the September 2018 First Word?
It is one that means a “threshold”—the
place of betwixt and between. That spot is
disorienting and I think the pandemic has
us all feeling disoriented and unsettled.
The mind-body-spirit cannot be separated
if we want to be His people in this world.

 So, some suggestions to take care of your-
self:
 Start with truth every morning. Read
God’s promises, talk with Him, rest in His
arms. By reading the Bible—His Truth—
you open yourself to Him displacing your
fears, and being reminded He has not
dropped you ever and never will. Part of
this is resisting listening to the lies of the
world…How much time do you spend fill-
ing your mind with His words versus how
much time you are watching the news?

 Stay connected to yourself and others.
Are you aware of the emotion inside you
and do you put a name to it? By recogniz-
ing your emotions and getting those emo-

Penny Leone, RN
Parish Nurse

penny@fpcgeorgetown.org

Virtual Senior
Seminar Sept. 17

Don’t be an ostrich!
Senior Seminar

celebrated its 50th semi-
nar last month! Be in on
the next one, which is
Thursday, September 17,
at 10 a,m.

The virtual meeting’s
subject is “Don’t Be an
Ostrich: If It Is TIME to
Go, GO!” The purpose is
to equip, educate and
inspire you to make
informed choices.

Host is Virginia
Lazenby, member of San
Gabriel Presbyterian
Church, realtor and
Certified Senior Down-
sizing Coach. She really
has all of the answers!

Register at Seniors
LivingSmarter.com/
seminar or call 512-818-
0988 to be invited to the
Zoom webinar.

SAVE THE DATE!
By the way, next
month’s Senior Seminar
will NOT be on the
third Thursday because
Virginia will be attend-
ing a conference. So
Senior Seminar will be
on the FOURTH Thurs-
day, October 22.

tions out by journaling or calling a friend,
limits the negative effect your physical body
will experience—that’s been scientifically
proven. Stay connected to friends and fam-
ily by making a point to call, Facetime, or
Zoom every day! Texting does not really
count because you need to hear their voices!
An added perk? Thinking and caring for
others and expressing empathy to them
opens your eyes to your blessings!

 Good sleep! Did you know there is a verse
in Psalms that reassures you that God
wants you to have good sleep? Psalm
127:2—“It’s useless to rise early and go to
bed late, and work your worried fingers to
the bone. Don’t you know he enjoys giving
rest to those He loves?”  (The Message)     Try
memorizing the italicized/boldfaced portion
to repeat to yourself when you wake at 2
a.m. If that doesn’t work, try soothing mu-
sic as you repeat the phrase, adding “and
He loves ME!”

 Get Physical! Again, a planned, daily ac-
tivity releases endorphins in your system.

 Have fun! Promise yourself each day that
you will do something you enjoy doing—
watch a movie, read, paint, bake, take a
nap, play a game, etc. It does not have to
be the same activity every day but you do
have to really like to do it and it needs to
be daily!

 Learn

 If all else fails, it might be time to spend
some time with a professional counselor.
Many of them are doing virtual visits if
you are not comfortable going out. I’ve got
referral names if you need them.

 You change your physical or mailing
address

 You change your email address or add
email

 You change your home or cell phone
number

 You add a new phone number

To notify

the church
office if:
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When FPC Meals on Wheels volunteers
returned to service in July, Lenice
Smithwick, assisted by husband Jack,
never dreamed they would help rescue a
woman from an emergency situation
while delivering her meal in San Gabriel
Senior Village. Lenice’s route consists
mostly of residents in that three-story
apartment building on Railroad Street
near The Caring Place.

“We were on the last floor, delivering
to two ladies who live across the hall from
each other,” Lenice said. “While we were
waiting for one of the ladies to answer
her door, we thought we heard something
that sounded like soft hammering com-
ing from the other lady’s apartment across
the hall.”

After delivering to the first client,
Lenice then knocked on the door of the
MOW recipient where the sound was com-
ing from. ”I thought I heard her talking
softly, but I couldn’t understand what she

was saying. I knocked again and heard it
again. I asked if she could come to the
door. She said, ‘No!’” 

At that point, Lenice asked if the
woman wanted her to contact the
building’s office, and the answer came
back, “Yes.”

Lenice said, “We went to the office and
reported it to the manager. Instead of call-
ing the lady, the manager got the key to
her apartment and went to check on her. I
left the lunch with the manager in case
the lady was okay.”

When Lenice returned to deliver meals
the next day, “The manager told me the
woman had fallen on the floor and had
been there since 8:30 that morning. It was
about 10:45 or 11:00 when we were
there. They called 911 and she was taken
to be checked out medically. The manager
told me her blood pressure had dropped
so low that she fainted and couldn’t get
up.”

The manager reported the woman’s
blood pressure was stabilized and her
medication changed. Her daughter, who
is a nurse, brought her home. ”They told
us the first thing she said when she got
back was, ‘Where is my lunch?’ I was re-
ally glad we left it for her!” Lenice said.

Lenice hopes the woman gets a medi-
cal alert device so she can call for help her-
self if this happens again.

An emergency during Meals on Wheels delivery

 Jack and Lenice Smithwick

Presbyterian Children’s
Homes and Services
(PCHAS) is offering a
new virtual program
series, “Centering on
Mission," which will
guide participants
through the daily life of
a child or family in their
care, going beyond just
the stories and statistics.
Plan to join for about
half an hour.

With two classes being
offered on multiple dates,
you need to register for
each session you plan to
attend. Email Reagan.
Stone@pshas.org for
information on how to
register. After register-
ing, you will receive a
confirmation email with
login information. Here
are two sessions of an
upcoming virtual pro-
gram:

“Centering on
Counseling, Trust-Based
Relational Intervention”

Led by Leslie Swindle,
Training Specialist

Tuesday, Sept. 29,
12:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 1,
6 p.m.

PCHAS offers
virtual events
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F E L L O W S H I P

Elizabeth Circle
Theresa McKenna
512-635-5152

Lydia Circle
Kitty Bristow
512-843-4288
Alison Harrison
512-388-1812

Sarah-Ruth
Susan Poteete
512-863-6303

Martha Circle
Carol Siekmeier
512-863-8601

Rachel Circle
Sandie Kienitz
512-868-2519

Hannah-Esther Circle
Marty Curtis
501-517-3503
Lenice Smithwick
254-793-8039

PW Circle Leaders

Are you bored? Looking for a change of
pace?

Look no further, the PW Horizons
Bible Study is starting in September. Never
has there been a more appropriate study
topic: "Into the Light: Finding Hope
Through Prayers of Lament." As timely
as it is, the theme was chosen long before
2020 revealed itself as such a challenging
year. Confidence in God's trustworthiness
is the destination of all laments, so be as-
sured that our study will guide our feel-
ings and expressions about the chaos of
our world to a positive place.

Meeting in person is still not possible
during this pandemic. Three circles will
be offering the Horizons study on Zoom,
and other circles or individuals are invited.
Hannah-Esther Circle, Rachel Circle and
Martha Circle welcome your participation.
Zoom links will be published in the FPC
weekly email the week before their meet-
ings on Wednesday, September 16.  Apolo-
gies that these three circles have meeting
times that coincide with each other. For
those for whom Wednesday morning does
not work, at least one of the lessons will
be recorded and sent to you by request.
Send your request to beverlyjones54@
gmail.com.

Another September PW opportunity
is the Mission Presbytery Fall Gathering,
also on Zoom. It is scheduled for Satur-
day, September 12, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. It will
feature our own Nancy Robohn giving a
workshop on music therapy, Katy Bedford
with a devotional, and Mission Presby-
tery executive Sallie Watson with a sec-
ond workshop. It is free, but you must
register by sending your name, church,
and cluster (Austin) to lizanzaldua@gmail.
com. A Zoom link will be sent a few days
before the event.

All of our six PW circles—Elizabeth,
Hannah-Esther, Lydia, Martha, Rachel
and Sarah-Ruth—will continue to stay in
contact with their circle members, do min-
istry and plan for the future. Newcomers
are welcome. All women in a Presbyterian
congregation are Presbyterian Women. To
join a circle, contact beverlyjones54@
gmail.com. Extra Horizons books are avail-
able. Contact peggycurrie1947@ gmail.com
if you would like to purchase a book.
New PW directories are available both in
electronic version or hard copy. Ask Peggy,
Beverly or your circle leader.

I'm looking forward to our PW year,
and hope you are also!

—Blessings, Beverly Jones

PW circles to meet by Zoom in September

2020 Fall Gathering

Come Live in the Light!

Virtual
9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Saturday
September 12

Presbyterian Women of Mission Presbytery

Register by sending
your name, church

and cluster (Austin) to
lizanzaldua@gmail.com.
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woman wanted her to contact the
building’s office, and the answer came
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reported it to the manager. Instead of call-
ing the lady, the manager got the key to
her apartment and went to check on her. I
left the lunch with the manager in case
the lady was okay.”

When Lenice returned to deliver meals
the next day, “The manager told me the
woman had fallen on the floor and had
been there since 8:30 that morning. It was
about 10:45 or 11:00 when we were
there. They called 911 and she was taken
to be checked out medically. The manager
told me her blood pressure had dropped
so low that she fainted and couldn’t get
up.”

The manager reported the woman’s
blood pressure was stabilized and her
medication changed. Her daughter, who
is a nurse, brought her home. ”They told
us the first thing she said when she got
back was, ‘Where is my lunch?’ I was re-
ally glad we left it for her!” Lenice said.

Lenice hopes the woman gets a medi-
cal alert device so she can call for help her-
self if this happens again.

An emergency during Meals on Wheels delivery

 Jack and Lenice Smithwick

Presbyterian Children’s
Homes and Services
(PCHAS) is offering a
new virtual program
series, “Centering on
Mission," which will
guide participants
through the daily life of
a child or family in their
care, going beyond just
the stories and statistics.
Plan to join for about
half an hour.

With two classes being
offered on multiple dates,
you need to register for
each session you plan to
attend. Email Reagan.
Stone@pshas.org for
information on how to
register. After register-
ing, you will receive a
confirmation email with
login information. Here
are two sessions of an
upcoming virtual pro-
gram:

“Centering on
Counseling, Trust-Based
Relational Intervention”

Led by Leslie Swindle,
Training Specialist

Tuesday, Sept. 29,
12:30 p.m.

Thursday, Oct. 1,
6 p.m.

PCHAS offers
virtual events
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F E L L O W S H I P

Elizabeth Circle
Theresa McKenna
512-635-5152

Lydia Circle
Kitty Bristow
512-843-4288
Alison Harrison
512-388-1812

Sarah-Ruth
Susan Poteete
512-863-6303

Martha Circle
Carol Siekmeier
512-863-8601

Rachel Circle
Sandie Kienitz
512-868-2519

Hannah-Esther Circle
Marty Curtis
501-517-3503
Lenice Smithwick
254-793-8039

PW Circle Leaders

Are you bored? Looking for a change of
pace?

Look no further, the PW Horizons
Bible Study is starting in September. Never
has there been a more appropriate study
topic: "Into the Light: Finding Hope
Through Prayers of Lament." As timely
as it is, the theme was chosen long before
2020 revealed itself as such a challenging
year. Confidence in God's trustworthiness
is the destination of all laments, so be as-
sured that our study will guide our feel-
ings and expressions about the chaos of
our world to a positive place.

Meeting in person is still not possible
during this pandemic. Three circles will
be offering the Horizons study on Zoom,
and other circles or individuals are invited.
Hannah-Esther Circle, Rachel Circle and
Martha Circle welcome your participation.
Zoom links will be published in the FPC
weekly email the week before their meet-
ings on Wednesday, September 16.  Apolo-
gies that these three circles have meeting
times that coincide with each other. For
those for whom Wednesday morning does
not work, at least one of the lessons will
be recorded and sent to you by request.
Send your request to beverlyjones54@
gmail.com.

Another September PW opportunity
is the Mission Presbytery Fall Gathering,
also on Zoom. It is scheduled for Satur-
day, September 12, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. It will
feature our own Nancy Robohn giving a
workshop on music therapy, Katy Bedford
with a devotional, and Mission Presby-
tery executive Sallie Watson with a sec-
ond workshop. It is free, but you must
register by sending your name, church,
and cluster (Austin) to lizanzaldua@gmail.
com. A Zoom link will be sent a few days
before the event.

All of our six PW circles—Elizabeth,
Hannah-Esther, Lydia, Martha, Rachel
and Sarah-Ruth—will continue to stay in
contact with their circle members, do min-
istry and plan for the future. Newcomers
are welcome. All women in a Presbyterian
congregation are Presbyterian Women. To
join a circle, contact beverlyjones54@
gmail.com. Extra Horizons books are avail-
able. Contact peggycurrie1947@ gmail.com
if you would like to purchase a book.
New PW directories are available both in
electronic version or hard copy. Ask Peggy,
Beverly or your circle leader.

I'm looking forward to our PW year,
and hope you are also!

—Blessings, Beverly Jones

PW circles to meet by Zoom in September

2020 Fall Gathering

Come Live in the Light!

Virtual
9:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Saturday
September 12

Presbyterian Women of Mission Presbytery

Register by sending
your name, church

and cluster (Austin) to
lizanzaldua@gmail.com.
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Mission co-workers and global partners
are safe after massive explosion in Beirut

Mission Sewing
Mission Sewing members
continue to work from
home using their time and
talents to create hand-made
items with yarn and fabric. 
Knitted and crocheted hats
will be donated to the local
cancer centers and The
Caring Place. 

Thanks to Linette
Harwell, Alison Harrison
and Lenice Smithwick for
donating over 40 stuffed
animals with blankets and
books to the Williamson
County Children’s Advocacy
Center this summer. 

A special thank you to the
anonymous donor of several
large sacks of stuffed
animals, fabric and
yarn. Your generosity is
very much appreciated.

—Kathy Jones

Adapted (& updated) from an article by
Kathy Melvin, Presbyterian News Service

A massive explosion at the Port of Beirut,
Lebanon, in early August has left some
200 dead and more than 6,000 people
wounded. Officials say the force of the
explosion was 20% as powerful as the
atomic bomb dropped by the U.S. on
Hiroshima, Japan, on August 6, 1945.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) relief efforts are under way in
Beirut to help the more than 300,000
people displaced by the explosion that is
now being called among the five stron-
gest blasts in human history.

PDA is supporting the humanitarian
assistance in the aftermath of the explo-
sion by processing solidarity grants to
PCUSA partners on the ground in Leba-
non. Solidarity grants are used for emer-
gency humanitarian needs, which can
include anything from medical supplies,
personal protective equipment, shelter,
water and more.

The Rev. Elmarie Parker, mission co-
worker and World Mission’s regional
liaison for Lebanon, Syria and Iraq, has
been coordinating with partners in
Beirut. She has been sheltering-in-place
in Oregon since March. Her husband and
fellow mission co-worker, the
Rev. Scott Parker, was in Beirut,
where he is sheltering-in-place
and escaped injury. Global part-
ners in Beirut have reported
property damage but no deaths.

Scott said the blast felt like an
earthquake. Officials said the
blast registered as a 3.3 magni-
tude earthquake that could be felt
as far away as Cyprus, more
than 100 miles away.

“From another partner I’ve
heard that American University
Hospital and others in the Beirut
area have been heavily damaged
in their buildings and patients
injured from flying glass, so it is
hard for these hospitals to re-
spond to the needs of patients
newly arriving with injuries,”
said Elmarie.

“We’ve got stay-at-home orders be-
cause of the spread of chemicals through
the air,” Scott wrote on Facebook. “Please
pray for the vulnerable, and the hospital
and rescue workers and all who are help-
ing those in need.”

The Rev. Dr. Laurie Kraus, PDA direc-
tor, said, “The citizens of Beirut and Leba-
non have been hosting and supporting
millions of refugees since the war in Syria
began in 2012, and their economy and sta-
bility have been challenged by rampant
inflation, high unemployment and cur-
rency devaluation—and now this terrify-
ing and catastrophic explosion that has
killed and injured many, and rocked the
capital.”

If you would like to support PDA’s re-
sponse to the crisis in Lebanon, checks can
be made out to First Presbyterian Church,
with “PDA code DR000007” in the “for”
line. Send checks to the Church Office,
Attn: Sue Bell, 703 S. Church St., George-
town 78626.

Below: A view of the severely damaged port
area in Beirut, Lebanon. (Photo provided
to the Rev. Elmarie Parker)
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Points from Parish Nurse Penny

C O M P A S S I O N A T E   C A R E   M I N I S T R Y

This article is probably long past due. We
have been in a “liminal” spot for more than
five months now. Do you remember that
word from the September 2018 First Word?
It is one that means a “threshold”—the
place of betwixt and between. That spot is
disorienting and I think the pandemic has
us all feeling disoriented and unsettled.
The mind-body-spirit cannot be separated
if we want to be His people in this world.

 So, some suggestions to take care of your-
self:
 Start with truth every morning. Read
God’s promises, talk with Him, rest in His
arms. By reading the Bible—His Truth—
you open yourself to Him displacing your
fears, and being reminded He has not
dropped you ever and never will. Part of
this is resisting listening to the lies of the
world…How much time do you spend fill-
ing your mind with His words versus how
much time you are watching the news?

 Stay connected to yourself and others.
Are you aware of the emotion inside you
and do you put a name to it? By recogniz-
ing your emotions and getting those emo-

Penny Leone, RN
Parish Nurse

penny@fpcgeorgetown.org

Virtual Senior
Seminar Sept. 17

Don’t be an ostrich!
Senior Seminar

celebrated its 50th semi-
nar last month! Be in on
the next one, which is
Thursday, September 17,
at 10 a,m.

The virtual meeting’s
subject is “Don’t Be an
Ostrich: If It Is TIME to
Go, GO!” The purpose is
to equip, educate and
inspire you to make
informed choices.

Host is Virginia
Lazenby, member of San
Gabriel Presbyterian
Church, realtor and
Certified Senior Down-
sizing Coach. She really
has all of the answers!

Register at Seniors
LivingSmarter.com/
seminar or call 512-818-
0988 to be invited to the
Zoom webinar.

SAVE THE DATE!
By the way, next
month’s Senior Seminar
will NOT be on the
third Thursday because
Virginia will be attend-
ing a conference. So
Senior Seminar will be
on the FOURTH Thurs-
day, October 22.

tions out by journaling or calling a friend,
limits the negative effect your physical body
will experience—that’s been scientifically
proven. Stay connected to friends and fam-
ily by making a point to call, Facetime, or
Zoom every day! Texting does not really
count because you need to hear their voices!
An added perk? Thinking and caring for
others and expressing empathy to them
opens your eyes to your blessings!

 Good sleep! Did you know there is a verse
in Psalms that reassures you that God
wants you to have good sleep? Psalm
127:2—“It’s useless to rise early and go to
bed late, and work your worried fingers to
the bone. Don’t you know he enjoys giving
rest to those He loves?”  (The Message)     Try
memorizing the italicized/boldfaced portion
to repeat to yourself when you wake at 2
a.m. If that doesn’t work, try soothing mu-
sic as you repeat the phrase, adding “and
He loves ME!”

 Get Physical! Again, a planned, daily ac-
tivity releases endorphins in your system.

 Have fun! Promise yourself each day that
you will do something you enjoy doing—
watch a movie, read, paint, bake, take a
nap, play a game, etc. It does not have to
be the same activity every day but you do
have to really like to do it and it needs to
be daily!

 Learn

 If all else fails, it might be time to spend
some time with a professional counselor.
Many of them are doing virtual visits if
you are not comfortable going out. I’ve got
referral names if you need them.

 You change your physical or mailing
address

 You change your email address or add
email

 You change your home or cell phone
number

 You add a new phone number

To notify

the church
office if:
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Updates on The Caring Place at the website

M I S S I O N

Friends in Deed An FPC mission project

helping members

with routine home maintenance.

Call the church office

to schedule a visit from one of

FPC’s Friends in Deed.

This month, as always, there is a massive
amount of information to tell you. I will
not try to tell it all in this note. The best
thing you can do is to go to the website
at www.caringplacetx.org.

We have been asked not to donate non-
perishable food items since TCP is getting
all their supplies from the Central Texas
Food Bank. If you would still like to do-
nate food supplies you may do so and
drop them in the baskets at the church.
But I will take them to Helping Hands of
Georgetown, which distributes the food,
along with lunches prepared by volun-
teers and some restaurants. Helping

Hands recently opened an office and store
room at 107 Halmar Cove, Suite 232, just
off Airport Road across from Georgetown
Airport.

To find out the latest information
about The Caring Place, you can partici-
pate in a short Facebook presentation Fri-
day September 4, at 9 a.m.

The Caring Place is a very busy place
these days even though the hours of pub-
lic service have been cut somewhat. The
very best thing you can do right now is
make a financial donation. Again, thanks
for all you do. —Jenny Carswell

One of our congregation’s missions is Su
Casa de Esperanza, an effort started by the
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Ser-
vices agency in the Rio Grande Valley, and
now a nonprofit affiliated with Mission
Presbytery. The work of Su Casa is con-
centrated in three areas: prenatal instruc-
tion for new mothers, infant stimulation
and growth, and education for young
mothers and toddlers to undertake to-
gether. There is no charge to those who
participate.

In response to our church’s request to
identify special needs during the pandemic,
Belinda Simons, Director, identified three:
 Baby items for newborns (diapers, etc.)

Opportunities to help Su Casa de Esperanza

 Equipment to enable video instruction
and home instructional materials for those
who are confined at home during this
pandemic
 Help with purchase of food. In April Su
Casa was given a grant for food, clothing
and other basic necessities. With that
money, Belinda bought H-E-B gift cards
for 75 families that had little or no food.
     If you are willing and able to support
this ministry, you may do so by sending
a check to the church office: First Presby-
terian Church, 703 S. Church St., George-
town 78626 and marking it for Su Casa
de Esperanza (Your House of Hope!).

So far today, God, I’ve done
all right. I haven’t gossiped,
haven’t lost my temper,
haven’t been greedy, grumpy,
nasty, selfish or over-
indulgent. I’m really glad
about that. 

But in a few minutes, God,
I’m going to get out of bed
and from then on I’m probably
going to need a lot more help. 

Thank you. In Jesus’ name.
Amen

Humor
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M U S I C   M I N I S T R Y

Dear FPC Family,
I miss seeing you all so very much,
and I look forward to the day we can
safely be together again in the same
space. All of the music ministry en-
semble members have heard that from
me regularly since March. Just as all
church leaders have been doing since
mid-March, I have been pondering
the question, “How in the world do
we do what we do…remotely?” And
with ensemble singing being higher-
risk than many other activities, how
do we have choir?—something that
is such an important part of who we
are as a music ministry and a church.

You’ve likely heard or seen many
videos of “virtual choirs” over the last
several months. One that went “vi-
ral” earlier this year was a pick-up
group of studio singers dubbed the
“Nashville Cell Phone Choir” sing-
ing an arrangement of “It Is Well With
My Soul.” Such video productions
have become more and more preva-
lent recently due to the current situ-
ation with COVID-19. It’s something
that’s relatively new when looking at
a wider history: a phenomenon that
began in the years following the pub-
lic release of devices like the iPhone
and other handheld internet devices
with built-in video cameras. Virtual
choir videos were made widely popu-
lar under the name of Eric Whitacre,
renowned composer and conductor.

These videos are produced by first
creating a guide track for singers to
practice with and then listen to as
they record. The guide track contains
auditory information for pitch,
rhythm, tempo, entrances, cutoffs…
anything that would be visually
guided by the conductor with an in-

Read all about it in this letter from Philip Smith,
FPC Director of Music and Worship

person choir. Singers use two devices:
one to record their video and another
to listen to the guide track through
headphones or earbuds while record-
ing. They submit their videos, and
then someone puts it all together,
synchronizing the audio and video,
mixing and editing. If the conductor
doesn’t have the technological chops
to do it himself, professionals are con-
tracted to produce the video, and the
conductor gives them feedback in the
process.

Each of these split-screen music
videos requires anywhere from 20 to
30 or more hours of post-production
work. This doesn’t include the prepa-
ration of guide tracks and communi-
cation with the singers or individual
recording of videos.

Because of the amount of work
these video projects take, I was hesi-
tant to do these kinds of things on a
larger scale earlier in the year. But I’ve
gained a lot more experience with this
stuff since then, and my stance has
changed rather dramatically.

Not only are we going to start do-
ing some virtual choir videos, we are
starting an official virtual choir en-
semble at FPC called “ReSounding
Voices”: a virtual choir opportunity
that could continue into
the future. Granted, we
will eventually turn the
focus of our Music Min-
istry back to in-person
ensembles, and this kind
of thing will not neces-
sarily be as routine. How-
ever, we plan for it to exist
in some form as a facet of
FPC’s music ministry.

ReSounding Voices
is the new virtual choir of
First Presbyterian Church!

For the person watching and lis-
tening to the final video, it can be a
really moving and inspirational ex-
perience. For the listener, it is perhaps
similar to an in-person choir. For the
singer, though, it’s quite the oppo-
site. The virtual chorister experience
is similar being a solo recording art-
ist—something most choral singers
are not naturally comfortable with or
used to doing.

Once we move past some of that,
we realize that our individual videos
are a contribution towards something
bigger than any of us—something we
give ourselves to as a musical offer-
ing, trusting God to use our efforts
to inspire the lives of those who hear
it. The inspiration and ministry to the
listener is the common thread be-
tween in-person choir and virtual
choir projects. The inspiration of the
singer comes from the experience of
listening to the final video, along
with other listeners, rather than from
the rehearsal experience.

ReSounding Voices will have re-
hearsals, but they will be on Zoom.
Except for the director, everyone will
be muted as they sing because of the
delay that would cause voices not to
be quite together. In those rehears-
als, we will work some on the music
we are preparing, but it will also be a
time of fellowship for the singers
when we’re not singing.

Just like any other FPC ensemble,
ReSounding Voices is open to all FPC
members, nonmember visitors and
others by invitation of the director.
For more information about this new
virtual choir opportunity, email me
at philip@fpcgeorgetown.org.

I look forward to the day when
we safely return to doing what we
love to do together in person.

—In Christ, Philip
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This one’s for the parents!
Let me affirm something important: Par-
ents, you are doing a GOOD JOB! Do you
have all the answers; do you have every-
thing under control? No. And that’s ok.
But you love your children, and you are
doing a good job. It’s important to ac-
knowledge that fact and cut yourselves
some slack.

I also want to encourage our parents
by letting you know that our Children
and Youth Ministry teams want to come
alongside you and support you. We may
not be able to give a physical hug, but we
are in prayer for you and sending spiri-
tual hugs your way. If there is something
we can do to help (a listening ear, a book
on family prayer time, a 5 lb. bag of
M&Ms), please let us know. We’re walk-
ing this journey together, and we are grate-
ful to be on this road with you.

I’ve been reading several articles about
the ways our students are struggling right
now psychologically and spiritually, and

Y O U T H   M I N I S T R Y

During COVID-19, parents are doing a good job
I want to share 5 Important Questions Kids
are Asking about Themselves for parents
to consider as they guide their children
through this season:
1. Do I have what it takes? Affirm them

through support and encouragement.
2. Are you listening? If you listen to your

children early on, they will come to you
later.

3. Do you see me? One of the greatest gifts
you can give is your eyes.

4. What can I do to help? No, they may
not say it, but empower them to add
value to the family.

5. Who is God? How you show love,
mercy, grace and consistency will rep-
resent to your kids the love, mercy, grace
and consistency of God. And, no, you
don’t have to have all the answers.
Parents, you are doing a GOOD

JOB. We are praying for you, and we are
walking with you.

—God bless, David Lee Hulsey

David Lee Hulsey
Youth Director

dl@fpcgeorgetown.org

 Williamson County COVID-19 dashboard:
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ae30cf23f70b40fda5a4804e7601eee9

 CDC tracker:
https://www.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/index.html#testing

 Explanation of “positivity rate”
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/individual-states

The love of our FPC church family continues to guide decisions on when our congregation returns to in-person
worship, says task force chair Karen Rayburn. She explains:

“In the past six months, our nation’s testing and treatment of COVID-19 has evolved greatly as have the readily
available metrics. The ODTAP task force had initially selected a 28-day stabilization of COVID-19 hospitalizations
and deaths as useful statistics to determine safety and timing of reopening. But we now recognize that other metrics
will better guide us. The decision to change our tracked metrics relates to the realization that “stabilization” is a
vague term, and both hospitalizations and deaths lag two to four weeks behind new cases of COVID-19. Thus, we are
moving to a threshold of community transmission rate for re-opening our doors that reflects a combination of both
testing positivity rates and case-incidence trends. These are readily available metrics from our local health department
and are commonly followed by experts across the country.  

“The ODTAP will now track the test positivity rate and daily incidence per 100,000 individuals within Williamson
County based on a seven-day rolling average. Decisions regarding FPC opening and potential re-closure will con-
sider the sequential trends of at least two 7-day periods (14-21 days). 

“In order to re-open FPC Georgetown, we must have a 14+ day period with: fewer than 4 new COVID-19 cases/
100,000 population/day and a less than 3% test positivity rate.
 “As of newsletter deadline, August 22, Williamson County had 8.7 cases/100,000 and an 11.39% positivity rate.
Once we have this 14-day period, we will set a date for returning to in-person, in-building worship.” 

Update from the FPC Open the Doors and There’s All the People (ODTAP) task force
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A large colorful replica of a stained glass
by the late George Cape will greet us when
we return to in-person worship and ex-
perience the newly expanded Gathering
Place lobby of Fellowship Hall. The 6-foot
by 2-foot horizontal acrylic makes one
think a stained glass window is overlook-
ing the space. It is mounted over the new
13-foot-long coffee/hospitality counter.

George’s wife Babs hopes the inspired
creation will add color and interest to
the new space, greeting both members and
visitors. It is the only window her hus-
band, an architect for more than 30 years,
and artist in his retirement, ever designed.
It was a project for the new sanctuary of
then Lake Park Presbyterian Church
(now Lake Highlands Pres) in Dallas,
completed in 1973. The 20-foot by 7-foot
window is mounted high over the chan-
cel there.

“When the minister asked him to de-
sign the window, George told him, ‘I don’t
do windows.’ And then, he always said
he did not do this; it was God’s inspira-
tion.”

What hangs on the wall in Fellowship
Hall lobby began as an image from a small
photo of the window that Babs had trans-
ferred to acrylic. 

She describes the window as unique,
not traditional. A white dove is in the cen-
ter, amid yellow and shades of red, and
the intricate blue background is filled with
words from the Bible. ”It was difficult to
find an artist to do the glass work,” Babs
recalls. “No one understood the concept.
Then the right one was found,  right on
time.”

Babs said her husband always enjoyed
art but didn’t have time to develop his
interest until they moved to Georgetown
in late 1997. He taught Senior University
drawing classes for years and led trips to
Dallas that included a visit to the church
to see the stained glass window. He served
as elder several times after he and Babs
joined in 1998.

George’s work isn’t the only art that
congregation members will see once we
return to church, Babs said. “Members
of the congregation who are artists are
creating a rotating ‘art gallery’ of works
that will hang in the Gathering Place and
our newly renovated restrooms.”

—Marty Curtis

Colorful “stained glass” added to lobby

Babs Cape, in front of the
new hospitality counter
in the Gathering Place.

A protective  film covers
the acrylic piece until all
construction is complete.

Top, Beverly Dennis and
Babs hang art in the
women’s restroom. Bottom,
art that hangs in the men’s
restroom above the baby-
changing station.
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C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N

The Education/Nurture Committee, LOGOS Board, Jaime and my-
self are planning on providing two ways for our children to stay
connected this fall.  

We sent out a parent survey and hopefully are responding to the
needs that you expressed. We will offer a weekly pre-recorded time of
stories, music and videos for all ages. Then we will also schedule a
session on Wednesday evenings for children to gather via Zoom for
face-to-face time with their friends and teachers. We hope there will
be some small groups, socially-distanced, mask-wearing, outside soon.
When we know dates, we will invite parents to a Zoom meeting for
all the details.

It was wonderful to see so many for Rally Day. If you were not
able to come to Rally Day, your family’s bag and books will be deliv-
ered to your porch.

Until we can be together again in person, know that we are here
and continue to pray for our children and their families. Sending
love and air hugs your way. —Mrs. Joy

Fall programming for FPC children

Surveyors
Celeste Frost will lead “Learning During
Solitude.” Contact Bill Stanley, billnlois@
suddenlink.net, if you would like to re-
ceive the Zoom link and are not already
on their list.

Homebuilders
Homebuilders begins the virtual year with a six-week DVD
series, When Christians Get It Wrong, by Adam Hamilton, led
by Karen Jones. With his familiar style, Hamilton tackles is-
sues listed by those who are leaving the church and addresses
the how’s and why’s of Christians getting it right when it
comes to being Christ in the world.

Homebuilders is a discussion-oriented class for adults that
covers topics in Christian living, scripture and church
history. Formed to meet the needs of adults in the family-
building stage of life, Homebuilders welcomes all. If you are
interested in attending this class contact Karen Jones Staller
at jones.karen.leslie@gmail.com to be sent the Zoom link.

Dear Church Family,
The August First Word
newsletter was a little
overwhelming, to say the
least. Thank you to all who
contributed in some way. It
has also been wonderful to
receive cards and emails
with so many good, good
memories and loving words.
I have been so blessed. You
have heard me say this
many, many times: It is an
honor and a privilege to
work for and with each and
every one of you. My life
has been so much richer for
knowing all of you. Thank
you from the bottom of my
heart.

—In Christ’s love,
Mrs. Joy

Ladies Lunch Bible Study
Starts the fall off September 9 with a
study of Nabeel Qureshi’s Seeking Allah,
Finding Jesus, to help us deepen our un-
derstanding of the Muslim faith and learn
the kind of apologetics and evangelism
that led Nabeel to faith in Christ. Join
us as we explore Muslim culture, the
most common Muslim objections to
Christianity, and the core doctrines upon
which Islam stands or falls. Pull up your
chair, sit back and learn with us. Let
Karen Rayburn, krayburn04@yahoo.
com, know if you want the Zoom link
sent to you. 

Crossroads
Led by Amanda & Patrick Tolbert
From Nobel Prize winners and government surveil-
lance to rock and roll—no week is ever the same. The
class uses stories from the headlines to make God’s work
in our lives more apparent. Each week brings a differ-
ent discussion topic designed to confront the news with
scripture and hope so that we may identify the inter-
section of faith in our daily lives. Contact Patrick at
patrick.tolbert@gmail.com if you would like to be sent
the Zoom link.
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A Rally Day
to remember!

Sunday,
August 23,

2020

All outside, on church grounds
The coronavirus pandemic didn’t stop an innovative 2020 version of FPC’s Rally Day/Pro-
motion Sunday on August 23, hosted by the Education and Nurture Committee. The church
parking lot and church ground were turned into a Rally Day event as families with youth
(wearing masks and socially distancing) celebrated the beginning of a new (and unique)
year. Education staff, Sunday School teachers and LOGOS and youth volunteers helped
celebrate the day as stations were set up around the outside of the church where kids
picked up their certificates, a book, a take-home bag of goodies and lots of air hugs. Families
had an opportunity to ring the church bell in the narthex, and each family also had a
special time with Mrs. Joy. She reminded them they are children of God and are so loved.
She gave them a charge: to go out into the world and be a light to others.
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Dear Church Family:
I would like to thank you for elect-

ing me as Pastor Emeritus this past
Sunday. Pastor Emeritus is a unique
and special honor. I'm grateful to Pas-
tor Bobby and the session for present-
ing this recognition to the congrega-
tion.

I am so touched that you would
honor me and my ministry with you
in this way. I have always thought you
were a kind and appreciative church
family. I appreciate your thoughtful-
ness in this special recognition.

I enjoy following your ministry and
I continue to pray for all of you on a
regular basis. Retirement has been good
for us. Together, we have enjoyed a
more relaxed pace of life. We have taken
multiple trips to see our family on both
coasts. Both of our sons, Timothy and
Jonathan, live in Massachusetts now.
Elizabeth lives in Austin. We look for-
ward to seeing our new granddaugh-
ter, Austin Elizabeth, in October.

We look forward to seeing you and
celebrating with you in the near future.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
Yours in Christ, Mike

We have made the difficult decision to con-
solidate the three organist and pianist po-
sitions into one organist/pianist position
with flexibility for contracting organists
and pianists for substitute or additional
work as needed. As of September 1, Monica
Koenig will be the organist/pianist, and
two other staff positions—organist and
assistant organist/pianist—will no longer
be active.

We are incredibly grateful to both Chad
Hansen and Sandy Hayes for their won-
derful work and for sharing their gifts of
music in worship at FPC over the last sev-
eral years. And while they are no longer
officially on staff, we do look forward to
worshiping alongside them in coming days
as they substitute on the piano and organ.

Also, we continue to be grateful for the
leadership and giftedness of Philip Smith.
Over the summer, session changed his title
from "Music Director" to “Director of Mu-
sic & Worship,” the duties of which include
general oversight and coordination of
worship (including worship technology
and media, worship logistics, coordination
of worship planning, etc.). Finally, be sure
and congratulate him! In late July, Philip
earned his Master of Music in Choral Con-
ducting degree at Texas State University!

BIRTHDAYS
(continued from previous page)

Flowers
in Worship/
September

3 Jim & Mona Andersen
13 Ruth Henning
20 Eric & Kelly Ann Seaman
27 Mike & Larian Carson

During the pandemic, when
we are not worshiping in per-
son, the flower arrangements
you are providing continue to
be used by Compassionate
Care staff in our Flower Min-
istry. The arrangements are
divided into smaller bouquets
and put into bud bases, then
taken to our shut-ins and
members in the hospital. If
you want to take your ar-
rangement home, contact
Christina Bondesen prior
to that Sunday and make
arrangements for someone
to leave it outside or give
you a temporary entry
code.

Education Director

25 Lee McIntosh
26 Larian Carson

Bill Dudley
Eric Wiesner

27 Sugie Maxfield
28 Shelby Brainard

Mary Mac Decker
Hendrix Seaman
Tristan Snyder

29 Kayla Hutton
Adam Jones
Larry Perkins
Allen Pratt
Marcia Sloma
Carl Spivey

30 Ashlin Miller

A message from Mike:Church staffing updates

God meant for us to have,” Dawn said.
“We prayed for open minds and open
hearts, and we studied and discussed
resumes to find the best fit for our congre-
gation. After our interview with Steph-
anie, we looked at each other for a minute
or so on Zoom, and one by one we revealed
that we had found our Education Dir-
ector. It was a powerful experience.”

Stephanie grew up in the Midwest be-
fore going to college in Canada, and she
has lived on both the East and West coasts.
She moved to Texas to enter seminary in
2009. Stephanie comes from a position most
recently as a retreat director of a Christian
camp in Rocksprings, Texas. After gradu-
ating from seminary, she served as associ-
ate pastor of youth and spiritual formation
and pianist from 2015-19 at First Baptist
Church in Hamilton, where she was or-

(continued from front page)

dained into the ministry in 2016. There she
led deacons in monthly spiritual forma-
tion practices, preached, delivered sermon
series meditations, led yearly youth vol-
unteer retreats and accompanied church
choirs.

Her experience also includes four years
volunteering at Methodist Children’s
Home in Waco, mentoring high school
students in activities and providing per-
sonal support. She served as a pastoral
intern at a church in Minneapolis, and as
music director and pianist at Calvary Bap-
tist Church in Waco. As a graduate assis-
tant at Baylor, she collaborated with
instrumentalists, vocalists, choirs and the
Baylor University Opera Theatre.

During two summers while working on
her degree at Truett, Stephanie was wor-
ship director and head female counselor
at a Bible camp in Cooperstown, North
Dakota, where she implemented a summer
music program. —Marty Curtis
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again winged over us all, light-
ing on Andy Prude’s head to
stretch its wings, & giving a
rather fat old lady a start. Three
Sundays ago it buzzed Fred Hil-
geman to the extent that he
flopped his 6 foot 6 inch frame
about trying to avoid it. M.
[Marietta Mugford] says that she
has heard of many churches that
could boast of having a church
mouse, but this was indeed the
first church, to her knowledge,
which had a church wasp.

From: A History of the First Presbyterian
Church, Georgetown, Texas: Sesquicen-
tennial Edition, 1854–2004

Editor’s Notes:
The phrase “clayey eyrie” was first
thought to be a huge typo. But, con-
sulting several dictionaries, we
learned that clayey translates to
“mud” or “moist, sticky earth,” and
eyrie is simply the British spelling of
aerie, “the nest of an eagle or other
large bird.”

We asked Fred Hilgeman recently
about the incident. He responded,
“In spite of what has been said about
the infamous ‘wasp,’ I have no rec-
ollection of that ever happening,
probably because we were covered up
at the time with little ones that we
were trying to keep quiet.”

Two years before the wasp inci-
dent, in 1967, Fred and his late wife
Pat moved to Georgetown, 53 years
ago this August, when he was hired
to teach chemistry at Southwestern
University. SU’s gain was also FPC’s
gain since Fred and Pat joined with
three young children (and a fourth
on the way). There was considerable
excitement because the church had
few families with children, and sud-
denly the number of kids increased
by almost four during a time when
membership was about 120.

One of those kids, Susan Hilge-
man Moreno, still a member, said she
remembers that “wasp” story. She
and her dad both remember the heat

Many old churches have a cute little
church mouse which scurries around
from time to time, but the First Pres-
byterian Church of Georgetown has
been visited by a raccoon that made
its way into the attic and tore
through ceilings trying to find a way
out, and by a church wasp which is
remembered with amusement (now!)
by some members.

Aleene Purl remembered when it
was hot, before air conditioning, and
the church windows had to be raised:
“We would have the windows open,
but then we had a wasp nest outside
the window and that didn’t work out
too great because several people in
there were allergic to wasp stings,
and one would fly in and the preacher
would lose us ‘cause everybody
would be seeing where that wasp was
going. Sometimes it was a welcome
relief. I’m sure we missed some good
points.”

Marvin Henderson, in his 2001
oral history interview, shared, “En-
tertainment before air conditioning
was all the windows open and you
had a paper fan. Ed Evans is allergic
to bees, yellow jackets would fly in
and all of us—the preacher could
have been saying anything—we all
watched Ed. And he was getting
ready to dive under the pew! And he
was cleaning his glasses. He used to
clean them the whole service. Even
my children remember Ed and the
bees and cleaning those glasses.”

Edward Mugford, a member of the
church from about 1967 until his
death in 1993, kept a personal jour-
nal of observations about daily life.
In addition to occasionally comment-
ing on the quality of a sermon, he
had this entry dated February 23,
1969:

Went to church in G’town. Beau-
tiful day. The service was fine, &
during the sermon a mocking-
bird could be heard singing from
outside. The church wasp, a great
reddish-blue-black mud dauber
whose clayey eyrie is plastered to
the wall above the cross, once

The Church Wasp: From our history book

Humor:

When our church

had a “church

wasp” in our

sanctuary

because at that time, she said, “ev-
eryone dressed up for church: ties
and coats for the men, and dresses,
hose and sometimes hats and gloves
for the ladies. I was pretty young, and
there was no Children’s Church, so
paying attention was hard anyway.” 

The sanctuary wasn’t air condi-
tioned until around August 1966 af-
ter the Rev. Davis Taylor accepted a
pastorate elsewhere. It was during his
pastorate that plans were begun to
install central air conditioning but it
was put into operation too late for
him to enjoy it. The $5,500 air condi-
tioning system, consisting of two 10-
ton compressors, was completed
one-and-a-half months after his de-
parture in June 1966.

In 2001 Rev. Taylor remarked, “I
think my only real accomplishment
here when I was pastor was to get
the place air conditioned. It took two
years to get it done, but I never got
the benefit of it. Window fans blew
down two aisles, and those beautiful
windows would be shaking from the
fans. In the summer time you
couldn’t hear anything. There was
no [public address] system and all I
could do was yell as loud as I could.
They had to argue a long time. A lot
of the guys wanted to put in win-
dow units which would have de-
stroyed those windows, so I tried to
delay a decision on that as long as I
could until they could see reason to
it. Finally, just as we were leaving,
they started putting [the central air
conditioning units] in.”
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1 Jeremy & Linda Gambell
3 Frank & Rebecca Beam
4 Jim & Mona Andersen

Joel & Elizabeth Miller
5 Tim & Kathy Kerr Kubatzky
10 Joel & Joan Lawrence
11 Bruce & Shelley Sorenson
16 Rusty & Kitty Bristow

Eric & Kelly Ann Seaman
28 Glen & Ann Kaiser
30 Nelson & Carolyn Stubblefield

1 Haley Weisbrod
2 Billy Lamb

Amanda McIntosh
3 Kayla Collick

Colleen Forrester
Sandra Walden

4 Fred Herbst
Pip Hubbard

5 Jean Fisher
6 Peggy Berland
7 Debbie Pilcher
8 Liz Keith

Leanna Perkins
Mary Jean Thorp
Nell Tucker

9 Kevin McCown
Dan Shaner

10 Bob Becker
D. Ann Shiffler

11 Andi Wagner
Bobby Weisbrod

12 Cari Spruiell
13 Conley Leloux
15 Jonathan Roberts

Lois Stanley
16 Minta McIntosh
17 Corey Bailey

Martha Cowen
Peg Kingsbury
Sue Rose

18 Marianne Welch
19 Jay Allison

Kenley Hunt
Betty Pope

20 Olivia Cowan
21 Pete Decker

John McEntire
Erika Wenzel
Wes Whitehead

22 Carole Burke
Linette Harwell
Helen Trentch

23 Mike Carson
Aidan Guidici

24 Kimberly Poe
Jim Southerland

ANNIVERSARIES

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church

BIRTHDAYS

(continued on next page)

SEPTEMBER  WORSHIP
(on YouTube at 11 a.m.)

September 6
Dr. Thomas Currie Preaching

September 13
Communion
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

September 20
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

September 27
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

Actual Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - July 2020

General Operating Fund

Income
 Pledges $536,274 $841,881 64%
 Other $80,918 $105,180 77%
 TOTAL $617,192 $947,061 65%
    
Expenses
 Validated Mission $34,925 $57,593 61%
 Local/Other Mission $13,125 $29,802 44%
 Ministry of the Word $83,331 $148,501 56%
 Program/Support Staff $268,663 $468,710 57%
 Christian Education $12,538 $39,350 32%
 Music and Worship $15,768 $21,756 72%
 Evangelism/Care $3,424 $11,115 31%
 Property $60,124 $90,500 66%
 Stewardship/Finance $10,056 $19,700 51%
  Other Oper Expenses $18,244 $43,970 41%
 Debt Retirement $56,907 $97,548 58%
 TOTAL $577,105 $1,028,545 56%

This fall we are taking nine Sundays to
consider FPC’s tagline: “Rooted. Reformed.
Relevant.” In these ever-uncertain, ever-
changing times of ours, what does it mean
to be a people who are deeply rooted? How
is it that our Reformed theological tradition
informs, shapes and guides our path in the
world today? And what does it mean to be
a congregation attentive and relevant to
God’s work in Georgetown and through-
out the world today? These are just three
of the key questions I look forward to un-
packing during our series, and I pray it
proves a series through which the Holy
Spirit continues to faithfully shape us and
lead us together into God’s future.

—Pastor Bobby

(September 13 - November 8)

Rooted. Reformed. Relevant. 
Fall Sermon Series:

In the hospital last month: Mark DeRuy-
ter (surgery), Emily McEntire (surgery),
Shirley Nash, Phil Smith (surgery), Lois
Stanley (surgery) and Roger Taylor (sur-
gery).

Congratulations to Ryan & Courtney
Queen on the birth of their daughter, Zoey
Elaine Queen, August 4. We also extend
our congratulations to grandfather Den-
nis Hilgeman, great-aunt Susan Moreno
and great-grandfather Fred Hilgeman.

Our sympathy to:
 Thom & Cindy Bausch on the sudden
death of their son, Matthew, August 4 in
Houston, and on the death of Thom’s sis-
ter, Catherine Westphalen, July 24 in
Washington.
 Ron & Sharon Place on the death of their
niece, Tricia Burke, who passed away sud-
denly August 16 in New Mexico.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; 1stStaff Sgt. Mat-
thew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann Kai-
ser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne Smith’s
son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert McClana-
han, grandson of Minta McIntosh and
nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col. Mike
Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1stClass
Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos, Larry &
Helen Burk’s grandson; and Christian
Winckel, grandson of Sandy Hayes.

Among Our People

First Presbyterian Church
NEW web page:

www.fpcgeorgetown.org
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Larry Buchanan and Eliza-
beth (Betsy) Hughes of
Round Rock by profession of
faith. He is retired and enjoys
building and repairing things.
She enjoys crafts, reading and
being Nana to two grand-
sons. They learned of our
church through the web page.

Joining April 21 via Zoom:

Michelle Hulme-Lippert of Georgetown by letter
of transfer from Grace Covenant Presbyterian,
Richmond, Virginia. She is the wife of Pastor Bobby
and enjoys hanging out with family, paddle-
boarding, yoga, reading and travel. She is un-
doubtedly busy since the couple has a baby son,
Logan, in addition to 4-year-old son Leo.

Michelle & Bobby with Leo and Logan

Colleen Forrester of Georgetown
by reaffirmation of faith. She is
retired and a full-time grandma
who enjoys running. She has
taught a 4-year-old Sunday School
class and has been a preschool
teacher. She first attended and
learned about FPC at a Christmas
Eve service. (Shown with her hus-
band, Jon Dunleavy.)

Rachel Dodge of Georgetown by
reaffirmation of faith. She is a di-
rector at TexAussie Consulting.
She loves to knit, crochet, fish and
have coffee with friends. Over the
years in her church she has played
the piano, sung in the choir and
taught teenage girls. Rachel and
her husband were invited to our
Christmas Eve service by Colleen
Forrester.

Francoise (Fran) Lovejoy by letter
of transfer from Grace Episcopal
Church, Georgetown. She is the
wife of FPC member Bernie
Lovejoy. A native of France, Fran
is retired secretariat manager of
Esso Europe, Inc. She enjoys hik-
ing, traveling, snorkeling and the-
ater. In the past she has served her
church on a fellowship committee.

Editor’s note:
To welcome or get

in touch with any of our
new members,

email Christina in the
church office for their
contact information.

Dear Lord, as I go through
the day, please keep your
arm around my shoulder.
And your hand on my
mouth. Amen.

Prayers
Dear Lord, please don’t let
my husband be home when
all my online orders arrive.
Amen.

Dear Lord, as your humble
servant, let me prove to you
that winning the lottery
won’t change me. Amen.

Joel and Dr. Joan and Lawrence of
Round Rock by letter of transfer
from First Presbyterian Church,
Lexington, North Carolina, and
they are new members of our
church handbell choir, First Bells.
They learned of FPC through our
web page. Joan is assistant profes-
sor and Clinical Coordinator,
Clinical Mental Health Counsel-
ing, at South University. In their
former church, Joan served as deacon and held diaconate
offices on several occasions, and she was an elder. She
taught children and adult Sunday School classes, worked
in Vacation Bible School, was a youth group leader and
served as moderator of Presbyterian Women. Both she
and Joel were members of the handbell choir there. Joan
enjoys sewing, gardening and cooking. Joel is human
resources manager for Nokia, and his hobbies include
bicycling, beekeeping and gardening. He also served his
former church as a deacon, youth group and Boy Scout
leader and  homeless shelter volunteer. Joel served on
church finance, building and grounds committees and
was a lay leader for the handbell choir.

Joining June 23 via Zoom:

Welcome,
NEW MEMBERS



‘‘‘‘
Stephanie in her own words
I am a foster parent, and my little family also includes two sweet tabby cats.

I enjoy: playing piano and ukulele, singing, eating foods that can only be described
as ‘gluten-free and weird,’ having good conversations, being asked if I was home-
schooled, good questions and running (sometimes).

With unending mugs of green tea, I could talk for hours about: great bands and
solo artists, spiritual formation and the life of faith, and the ways God has woven my
story into His bigger story.

I am thrilled to have the chance to serve First Presbyterian and serve alongside you
all as God works in and through us!

September 2020

FIRSTWORD G E O R G E T O W N ,  T E X A S
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Meet our new Education Director
At age 33, FPC’s talented new Education
Director, Stephanie Mettler, already has a
wealth of education and experience in
Christian camping, music and ministry—
as both a worship leader and leader of
youth ministries. She holds two master’s
degrees, a bachelor’s degree and two certi-
fications. She is also a foster parent, loves
green tea, plays both the piano and uku-
lele, and admittedly can talk for hours
about spiritual formation and the life of
faith. She starts work September 1 as Joy
Bedford retires September 8.

Stephanie received a master of music
degree in collaborative piano from Baylor
University in 2013 and a master of divin-
ity degree from Truett Seminary at Baylor
in 2014. She has a certificate in spiritual
direction from Truett Seminary (2019) and
a certificate in Christian discipleship (2005)
from Rocky Mountain College in Calgary,
Canada, where she also earned a bache-
lor’s degree in piano performance in 2008.
She was named recipient of the William
Charles Treadwell, Jr., Award of Excellence
in Christian Education at Truett the year
she earned her degree.

Dawn Bookert, chair of the search com-
mittee for the new Education Director, said
they interviewed four of the 15 who applied
for the position. “We were impressed with
Stephanie’s thoughtful questions and
answers, and her breadth of experi-

ence. She had done her homework on our
church and programs, and she noted the
rich music ministry and welcoming
website, in addition to our educa-
tional programs. She spoke of making in-
tentional choices, and she seemed to be
genuinely open to change and growth.
And, she is a devoted foster parent.”

Serving with Dawn on the committee
were Jaime Cowan, Gary Nelon, Magen
Smith and Theresa McKenna. “Our task
was to find the Education Director that

(continued on page 3)
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1:00 p.m. Sunday, September 20
Zoom link to be sent in weekly email

The 2020 Church Officer Nominating
Committee is asking the congregation
for recommendations (including self-
recommendations) of members to serve
FPC as an elder, deacon or trustee. For
the Class of 2023, six elders, four dea-
cons and one trustee will be nominated.

A form for your use to recommend
people can be found at https://forms.gle/
3SUqmboUe9H3VcTU6. All recommen-
dations will be held in confidence by the
committee.

Recommendations are due by Tues-
day, September 15.

FPC nominating committee
asks for recommendations

Virtual Shower

When this is over, may we
never again take for granted
A handshake with a
stranger
Full shelves at the store
Conversations with
neighbors
A crowded theater
Friday night out
The taste of communion
A routine checkup
The school rush each
morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring
Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday
Life itself.

When this ends
may we find
that we have become
more like the people
we wanted to be
we were called to be
we hoped to be
and may we stay that
way—better for each other
because of the worst.

—Laura Kelly Fanucci,
Syndicated Columnist

A prayer for when
COVID-19 is over

Humor
If you bought 30 rolls of toilet paper, you owe
three to the church. Tithing is not canceled.

Invitation

Baby Logan

Join us as we celebrate Logan
and the Hulme-Lippert family.

If you wish to give a gift or card with a
check, you are asked to get it to church

office by 4:30 p.m. September 17.

If you would prefer to mail a card,
please address it to:
FPC Church Office

Attn: "Baby Shower"
703 S. Church St.

Georgetown 78626

Cards should arrive by the 19th.

Bobby’s family is truly grateful for the
opportunity to celebrate with everyone!

SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER
SUNDAY

30
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship – WCFH

6
Dr. Thomas Currie Preaching
11:00am Worship – WCFH

13
Communion
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship – WCFH

20
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship – WCFH
1:00pm Virtual Baby Shower for

Logan

27
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship - WCFH

TUESDAY

1
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

8
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:45pm Executive Comm

15
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:30pm Newsletter

Deadline
7:00pm Diaconate

22
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session

29
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY

2
9:00am Virtual Coffee with

Pastor Bobby

9
9:00am Virtual Coffee

16
9:00am Virtual Coffee
9:30am Martha Circle
9:30am  Rachel Circle
11:00am Hannah-Esther

Circ le

23
9:00am Virtual Coffee

30
9:00am Virtual Coffee

THURSDAY

3
Sue Bell out of town
thru 9/13

10

17

24

FRIDAY

4
Jaime Cowan out of town
thru 9/6

11

18

25

Saturday, September 12th

9:30am Virtual PW Fall Gathering

Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass.
It’s about learning how to dance in the rain.

 —Vivian Greene

Daniel slept in a lion’s den. Peter slept in a
prison. Jesus slept in a storm. So during a
crisis like this COVID-19 pandemic, you can
take a nap.

Thought for the day

MONDAY

31

7
Church Office
Closed – Labor
Day

14

21

28
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