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Book review
(continued from page 14)
pressed in some of the most exquisite prose of his age, has continued
down the centuries to instruct and
to inspire. Like all great writers he
transcends his time.
“Calvin was fully aware of his
talents, which he regarded as part
of his special calling by God. Luther
had brilliantly expressed what it
meant to be saved by God. That discovery changed Europe. Calvin’s
genius was to discover the Church,
and teach what it was to be part of
that body.”
A few tidbits about Calvin:
Born Jehan Cauvin (1509) at
Noyon in northern France. Father:
Gerard, cathedral notary and registrar to the ecclesiastical court.
Mother: Jeanne le Franc, daughter
of an innkeeper, from Cambrai.
Calvin’s education was superlative for his time. He received patronage from a wealthy local family, the
Montmors, and was able to attend
colleges in Paris. Destined by his father for the priesthood, he studied
philosophy and learned classical
Latin. His father withdrew his son
and redirected him to study law,

where his father felt he could earn
more money. Calvin completed his
law studies and along the way picked
up a working knowledge of Koine
Greek.
Though he was opposed to celibacy of the priesthood, Calvin did
not express any interest in marriage.
His friends attempted to play matchmaker, but Calvin refused all candidates. But in 1540, at the suggestion
of his friend Martin Bucer, Calvin
married Idelette de Bure, a widow
with two children by her first marriage. The union proved to be a good
match. Idelette’s children with Calvin all died in infancy. She died in
1549 and Calvin never remarried.
From birth Calvin was a Roman
Catholic. In his early 20’s, he experienced an intense and unexpected encounter with God in which, “God
by a sudden conversion subdued
and brought my mind to a teachable
frame…” Calvin broke with the
Roman Catholic church and joined
the body of reformers who were active at that time. Known by the
church and public officials to be in
the company of church reformers,
Calvin was branded a heretic and
forced into hiding. During a Catholic pogrom in 1534, he went into exile at Strasbourg. On his way he

“spent a single night” in the city of
Geneva, and the rest, as they say, is
“history.”
John Calvin died at age 54 of respiratory illness and exhaustion. He
had warned his associates against
allowing his image to become an
“idol” of the Reformed Church. His
friends directed that he be buried in
an unmarked grave in a Geneva
cemetery. Visitors to modern-day
Geneva can visit the “traditional”
gravesite of John Calvin, but the actual gravesite remains unknown.
Calvin built a church for the worship of God as he understood it
should be. That church has prospered and retained its vitality for 500
years. Read the book. You should get
to know John Calvin. —Mike Carson

The church & library are not open,
but you can contact Mike Carson at
512-966-4234 if you would like for
him to check out this book for you &
leave it (book cover disinfected) at
the church office. He is at the church
just about every day. You can pick
up the book between 8:30 a.m. & 12
noon on Wednesday or Friday. Once
returned, the book cover will be disinfected & not circulated again for a
minimum of five days.

Disasters
(continued from page 13)
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Firefighters gather August 21 in front of Bonny Doon Presbyterian Church (Presbytery
of San Jose), which sustained minor damage in a wildfire. (Photo from Cal Fire CZA)

The most important thought we should have is
to continue to be Christ-like in all that we do.
Love of others should be what guides our decisions. The most loving thing is to be as careful
as possible as we come back together. If you
are sick or at risk, please stay at home and
enjoy our livestream service.
—Guidelines from the Open the Doors and
There’s All the People (ODTAP) task force

Inside

Youth Ministry
6 DL’s Column

On August 10, severe thunderstorms
and damaging winds devastated
Iowa, causing widespread power
outages for some 150,000 people. As
many as 14 million acres of farmland
were also damaged by the storm.
PDA is working with presbyteries of
North Central Iowa, Des Moines,
Prospect Hill and East Iowa to respond to this storm. National Response Team members are virtually
deployed to assist with the initial
response. (Code DR000015)

You can also give by going to pda.
pcusa.org/page/give/ and clicking
the red “Donate Now” button.
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Mike Roberts receives
Pastor Emeritus honor
Two years after retiring as FPC’s pastor of
30 years, the Rev. Dr. Michael A. Roberts
was honored with the bestowing of the
title Pastor Emeritus.
Pastor Mike and his wife, Cindy, were
in the Worship Center-Fellowship Hall
with Pastor Bobby and Sallie Watson,
General Presbyter of Mission Presbytery,
on Sunday, September 27, to receive two
plaques recognizing the honor. One is a
Certificate of Election and the other a resolution accompanying the honor. Mike’s
election was approved by the session and
voted on August 16 by the congregation
during a virtual called meeting. He retired
September 30, 2018.
Pastor Emeritus is an honorary title
awarded to a pastor honorably retired
from a ministry by election of the congregation. The title assumes no pastoral
authority or duty.
The resolution accompanying the
award notes that the congregation was
blessed to have Mike as Teaching Elder for
30 years. He held the second-longest pastorate in the 164-year history of our
church.
(See next month’s newsletter
for more coverage.)

At its meeting September 22, FPC’s
session discussed how and when we
might return to in-person worship, as
some Georgetown churches have. It was
decided to meet again October 6 to talk
more about whether such plans might
include a “dry run” service on campus
possibly in October before actually scheduling live services to begin this month or
later. Livestreaming of the 11 o’clock worship service would continue for those
who prefer to join in the service from
home, as they have since mid-March, or
those who consider themselves at risk for
COVID-19.
ODTAP was formed last spring as a
smaller task force of the Safety and Security Committee, focused solely on issues
related to the coronavirus. However,
ODTAP will not make the final decision
regarding worship provision and building use. That responsibility is with session, which will make decisions about
future worship plans for the church.
ODTAP has been monitoring two sets
of data to help us consider when we
might return to campus. One data set is
the rate of new COVID-19 infections in
Williamson County, and the other is the
positivity test rate, the percent of positive
results from all coronavirus tests performed in the county.
Karen Rayburn, ODTAP task force
chair, said those data have looked good
(continued on page 15)

2

FIRST WORD

F I R S T W O R D 15

Among Our People
ANNIVERSARIES
5
10
16
18
22
29

Charles & Beverly Dennis
Will & Monica Koenig
Phil & Cindy Sharpnack
Bob & Jeanine Albers
Bill & Theresa McKenna
Bryan & Sue Bell
James & Angela Ramsey

BIRTHDAYS
3
4
5

6
7
9
10
11

13
14
15
16

17
18
21
22
24
25
26

27
30
31

Adrianne Brandt
Mark DeRuyter
Madison Jackson
Alice Fay
Ralph Gibson
Jacob McCown
Margaret Sunkel
Vickie Hammerlun
Cheryl Dorothy
Elize Goss
Amy Hunt
Don Willhouse
Sam Yantis
Brayden Hammit
Chandler Hutton
Patsy Becker
Pat Leone
Karen Red
Sherry Williams
Adana Gipson
Cathy Shirley
Phyllis Perkins
Angela Ramsey
Abby Staller
Judy Bond
Laura Herbst
Joan Lutz
Virginia Reid
Ben Nichols
Jim Marks
Nicholas Brainard
Marv Hulshizer
Callahan Guinn
Matthew Miller
Lenice Smithwick
ReyLynn Littleton
Jana McCown
Elizabeth Estrada
Abigayle Poe
Heidi Winter-Johnson
Lucie Leloux
Donna Nichols
James Ramsey
Bill Shirley
Jaime Cowan
Bo Whitehead
Drew Arnold
Claude Folta
Dan Arnold
Kathy Kerr Kubatzky

Boldface indicates
a member of
First Presbyterian
Church

In the hospital last month: Shirley Nash,
Nadine Tanner and George Biggs.
Our sympathy to:
 The family of Sugie Maxfield, who
joined the Church Triumphant September
21. A private graveside service is planned
in Waco. Sugie had been a member since
April 2011.
 Joel & Joan Lawrence on the death of
Joel's mother, Camille Lawrence, September 4 in North Carolina.

Church staff update

Session and ODTAP

In September, in an effort to steward our
financial resources as faithfully as possible,
FPC contracted with a central Texas commercial, janitorial company to meet the
ongoing janitorial and set-up/take-down
needs.
Unfortunately, this means that our
long-time custodian, Kathi Davenport, will
no longer serve on staff. We are, however,
deeply grateful for her 13 years of faithful
service at the church, and we will remain
supportive of her and her family throughout this transition. Please keep Kathi and
her family in your prayers.
Friendly Folks Cleaning Service, which
has experience in cleaning local churches,
began work the second week of September
by doing a deep clean of both church buildings free of charge
—Pastor Bobby

(continued from front page)

Thank you!

Thank you:
“Dear Church Family, We are most grateful for the supportive calls, cards, notes
and prayers following the deaths of Thomas’ sister and our son, Matthew. It has
been a challenging time for us and we have
been blessed with all the care you have
shown. The Peace of Christ be with you.
—Thomas & Cindy Bausch
Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Hammond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandsonin-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIntosh
and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col. Mike
Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st Class
Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos, Larry &
Helen Burk’s grandson; and Christian
Winckel, grandson of Sandy Hayes.

First Presbyterian Church
NEW web page:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

Many thanks to all who
donated school supplies to
Communidades Unidas Pro
Salud (CUPS) this fall to
be delivered to Mexico.
The need is great and this
will help many little ones.
—Muchas gracias, Cindy Bausch
Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - August 2020
General Operating Fund

Income
Pledges
Other
TOTAL

Expenses

Validated Mission
Local/Other Mission
Ministry of the Word
Program/Support Staff
Christian Education
Music and Worship
Evangelism/Care
Property
Stewardship/Finance
Other Oper Expenses
Debt Retirement
TOTAL

Actual

YTD %
Annual
Budget Annual
Budget

$590,738
$92,900
$683,638

$841,881 70%
$105,180 88%
$947,061 72%

$40,258
$57,593
$13,750
$29,802
$94,680
$148,501
$308,501
$468,710
$19,000
$39,350
$16,781
$21,756
$3,461
$11,115
$65,923
$90,500
$11,555
$19,700
$20,281
$43,970
$65,036
$97,548
$659,226 $1,028,545

70%
46%
64%
66%
48%
77%
31%
73%
59%
46%
67%
64%

lately, even though neither figure has remained at the target numbers for 14
straight days. There were concerns raised
at the session meeting that the long-term
viability of FPC’s congregation might be
impacted should we continue to worship
only virtually. Session wants to do what
is safest for our members in worshiping
together in church, while following
ODTAP-approved procedures and guidelines for when we do return.
Worshiping again on campus, whenever that is, will be drastically different
from pre-COVID-19 worship, according to
guidelines released by ODTAP. Some of
those guidelines are summarized below.
Worship
Worship will be in the Worship CenterFellowship Hall, with no more than 50
people for any in-person service. Member
families will sign up online to participate
in a service, sit together, wear masks (required for all worshipers over age 2), and
socially distance from others. Attendance
will be taken, as will photos of seating
arrangements should contact tracing be
needed.
Entering/Exiting the Building
The front doors to the Worship CenterFellowship Hall will be propped open before and after worship, and only one
entrance will be available: through the
lobby doors facing 7th Street. Congregants
will have access only to the hall and the
gathering area or lobby and bathrooms
off the lobby.
Sacraments
Pre-packaged individual elements (wafer
and juice) will be provided, or members
could bring their own from home. Baptisms will include only immediate family.
Funerals and weddings will be limited to
50 or fewer participants.
Offering
No offering will be collected by ushers and
greeters. Offering baskets will be located
at the entrance and exit; however, online
and direct draft options are encouraged.

Children in Worship
Parents will be required to keep children
and infants in worship with them since
there will be no nursery or children’s
church. The leader of the Children’s
Moment will stand where he or she is visible to children, who will not go up to
the chancel steps. Children’s Worship Bags
will be “take home” for one-time use.
Rooms 111 and 113 will be set up with
livestream as a Family Room for parents
and children who need a break from service. Parents are required to remain with
their children at all times since no childcare workers will be present.
Choirs/Music
Music Ministry staff will continue to provide creative ways for music in worship.
There will be no congregational or choral singing until further notice.
Ushers/Greeters
Doors will be propped open before and
after worship, and there will be a greeter
at the lobby door. Hand-sanitizing stations will be available throughout the area.
Masks will be distributed to those who
need them. Hymnals and friendship pads
will be removed from the worship space,
and you will find a bulletin on your chair,
put there by gloved hands. Greeting each
other is encouraged while respecting social distancing.
Sunday School and Fellowship Time
No in-person Sunday School classes and
fellowship time will be held, and there will
be no serving of coffee or food until further notice. The water fountains will be
turned off, but bottled water would be
available
Sanitizing
Regular weekly cleaning of the facility has
continued, and will be done after all services. A bathroom monitor will restrict the
number of people to one person or one
family unit in each bathroom at a time,
and the bathroom will be sanitized after
each use.
Work-Week Access
To ensure restricted access, doors will remain locked even when the staff returns
to work.

Luther and the
Reformation
In 1517 Martin Luther
attacked the Catholic
Church’s corrupt practice of
selling “indulgences” to
absolve sin. He nailed his
“95 Theses” to the door of
the Wittenberg Castle
Church in Germany.
Luther believed that the
Bible is the central religious
authority and that humans
may reach salvation only by
their faith and not by their
deeds. This sparked the
Protestant Reformation.
Although these ideas had
been advanced before,
Luther expressed them at a
moment in history ripe for
religious reformation.
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Fall Sermon Series:
ROOTED.
REFORMED.
RELEVANT.

25

PHS: Access to 500 years of Presbyterian history

You can support
PHS’s work
Tax-deductible donations to support the
Presbyterian Historical
Society are always
welcome and help PHS
continue collecting,
preserving and sharing
the story of the
American Presbyterian
experience.
(https://www.history.
pcusa.org/get-involved/
give-phs)

The home of 500 years of Presbyterian
history, the Presbyterian Historical Society (PHS), organized in 1852, is the oldest denominational archives in the U.S.
and is the national archives for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its predecessors. (history.pcusa.org)
Looking for something to do while
we’re in the midst of a pandemic? Why
not go the PHS web page and experience
our history? See how it collects, preserves
and shares the story of the American Presbyterian and Reformed experience with
Presbyterians, scholars and the public.
You can find exhibits and collections on
history of the church, a timeline of Presbyterian history, a family tree of Presbyterian denominations, a historic sites
registry, living history films, Heritage
Sunday and Reformation Sunday.

Don’t feel capable of navigating the
PHS web page? PHS will help you gain
access to the materials. This is a good time
to celebrate our history since we as Presbyterians this month will celebrate the
tradition that grounds our faith: Reformation Sunday, October 25. This marks
the occasion in 1517 when Martin Luther
posted his 95 theses on the church door
in Wittenberg, Germany. And our fall sermon series is on the topic, “Rooted. Reformed. Relevant.”
The society’s holdings have more than
250,000 titles on the history of the Presbyterian tradition in America and some
30,000 cubic feet of records and personal
papers of congregations, presbyteries,
synods and General Assembly agencies of
PCUSA and predecessor Presbyterian and
Reformed denominations in the U.S.

September 13 - November 8
OCTOBER WORSHIP
(on YouTube at 11 a.m.)
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
October 4
World Communion Sunday
Scripture: Genesis 15:4-21
Ephesians 2:9-10
October 11
Scripture: Leviticus 16:20-22, 29-31
John 1:29
October 18
Scripture: Romans 12:3-21
October 25
Reformation Sunday
Scripture: Revelation 21:1-5

Book Review: Calvin by author Bruce Gordon
Several biographies of John Calvin have
been written, and one of the best can be
found in our church library. Calvin, by
Bruce Gordon, is thought by religious
historians to be one of the finest portraits
of the Genevan Reformer. Gordon is professor of ecclesiastical history at Yale
Divinity School and specializes in latemedieval and early modern religious culture. The best way to illustrate the flavor
of this biographical study of Calvin is to
quote Gordon’s impression of Calvin from
the preface of the book.
“John Calvin was the greatest Protestant reformer of the 16th century, brilliant,
visionary and iconic. The superior force
of his mind was evident in all that he did.
He saw himself as an instrument of God,
and as a prophet of the Church he brooked

no rivals. He never felt he had encountered an intellectual equal, and he was
probably correct. To achieve what he believed to be right, he would do virtually
anything. Although not physically imposing, he dominated others and knew how
to manipulate relationships. He intimidated, bullied and humiliated, saving
some of his worst conduct for his friends.
Yet as he lay dying they gathered around
the bed distraught with grief. There would
be no other like him.
“What made Calvin Calvin, and not
another 16th-century writer, was his brilliance as a thinker and writer, and, above
all, his ability to interpret the Bible. His
coherent, penetrating and lucid vision of
God’s abiding love for humanity, ex(continued on back page)

Eight youth participate
The coronavirus pandemic couldn’t stop
FPC’s annual Confirmation Class, the first
such for Pastor Bobby since he was called
to be our pastor last November. Eight
youth are participating: Maddox AzumaHall, Kailyn Bailey, Charlie Brainard, Reece
Cowan, Eli Crenshaw, Johnny Decker,
Landen Hammit and Maya Spruiell.

Considering our “tagline”
This fall we are taking nine Sundays to
consider FPC’s “tagline,” “Rooted. Reformed. Relevant.” In these uncertain,
ever-changing times, what does it mean
to be a people who are deeply rooted?
How is it that our Reformed theological tradition informs, shapes and guides
our path in the world today? And what
does it mean to be a congregation attentive and relevant to God’s work in
Georgetown and throughout the world
today? These are just three of the key questions I look forward to unpacking during
our series, and I pray it proves a series
through which the Holy Spirit continues
to faithfully shape us and lead us into
God’s future together.
—Pastor Bobby
Helping Bobby lead the class, which
began September 2, are Phil Bookert and
Minta McIntosh. It meets from 6:15 - 7:15
p.m. each Wednesday through October 28.
“We gather, socially distancing and
wearing masks, in the breezeway between
the two buildings,” Bobby said. Phil is
teaching two classes and Minta one, while
Bobby does the remainder. Minta is
present each week to assist. The three
leaders are using the confirmation
curriculum of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), “Big God, Big Questions.”
Bobby said he plans to ask some
session members to meet with the class on
October 28, who, after talking with the
eight participants, will vote to receive them
into membership. Then on November 1,
they would be received into membership
during the service of worship.

3

Sign up virtually
to provide flowers
for worship in 2021
The 2021 Flower Chart is going virtual! Because of the pandemic and uncertainty about
returning to in-person worship, the Worship Committee
has decided to use SignUp
Genius for volunteers wishing
to provide flowers in worship
in 2021. Look for information
in the weekly FPC email, click
on the link, choose a date and
sign up. Indicate if you want
to re-gift your arrangement
and tell us what you would
like printed in the bulletin on
that Sunday. An email reminder will automatically be
sent to you a week prior to your
date. Contact Christina Bondesen with any questions.

Flowers
in Worship/
October

4

Rob & Cathy
Fullinwider
11 Chuck Keith & Inok
Downing
18 Pat & Penny Leone
25 This could be you!
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

stephanie@fpcgeorgetown.org

Porch visits
I’m also looking forward to meeting a few
of you on your very
own porches! If you
want a porch visit for
your crew, just indicate
that when you register
for the fall and I’ll grab
a mask before I come!
—Stephanie

Humor
The prayer of a 3-year-old
in church: “Our Father,
Who does art in heaven,
Harold is His name.
Amen.”
A little boy was overheard
praying: ‘Lord, if you can’t
make me a better boy, don’t
worry about it. I’m having
a real good time like I am.’
A four-year-old prayed,
“And forgive us our trash
baskets, As we forgive
those who put trash in our
baskets.”
A Sunday school teacher
asked the children before the
church service, “And why is
it necessary to be quiet in
church?” A little girl
replied, “Because people are
sleeping.”

Church family, we have started our virtual programs for children and are excited
for these opportunities while we are apart.
We are all pretty bummed about missing out on in-person classes and meals
with Sunday School and LOGOS, but our
team has created some really special alternatives to in-person times.
When we can return to in-person Sunday School classes and our LOGOS fellowship, we will jump up and down and shout
it to you across the distances!

FPC Kids online
For now, we are having one program that
we’re calling “FPC Kids.” It will take place
online each week and then every other
Wednesday night. It is so crucial that you
register for our kids programming so we
can send you Zoom links and make sure
you have all of the supplies you need for
our lessons, crafts and activities. We don’t
want anyone who wants to take part to
be left out. Don’t forget to register so we
can count you in as we gather our resources each week! There is no cost to register.

Visit the online classroom
Our online classroom is available on the
church website and offers children the
opportunity to watch a video of their
teachers discussing the Bible story for the
week. They can also hear a word of encouragement and have a fun, creative activity to take part in.
There are icons on the classroom page
to be clicked that take children to videos
and coloring pages. There is even a whole
section dedicated to worship arts with Mrs.

Susan! This classroom updates each Sunday morning and is available all week. If
you have not plugged into the online classroom, let us help you get started! (And
don’t forget to register!)

Getting together on Zoom
Every other Wednesday night, from 6:30
to 7, we are gathering over Zoom so we
can see each other’s faces and focus on faith
for a great 30 minutes together. These
Zoom meetings are for families (parents and
children), and we’ll have family activities
during these times.
In a time where most things are virtual and many things seem overwhelming,
please know that focusing on your family’s
rhythms is not wasted. It takes intention
and consistency to teach our children about
the life of faith, but the intention and consistency end up giving children the things
that matter most in this life and beyond
this life.

FPC virtual choir debuts via video
ReSounding Voices, FPC’s new virtual choir
organized in response to the COVID-19
pandemic, debuted Sunday, September 6,
during a video shown during the livestreamed worship service.
Conducted by Philip Smith, the 30-member choir performed “Step by Step” by David
Strasser, arranged by Ruth Schram.
Launched in August, ReSounding
Voices has rehearsals on Zoom, which are

Welcome, New Member

Remember to register!
If you’ve forgotten to register, don’t be discouraged. Let us help you get registered,
recentered and encouraged! We are all living in the crazy together. Parents and caregivers, please remember that the efforts you
make to raise your children in the ways of
Christ are never wasted and when they are
at the center of your family’s rhythm, they
bear lasting fruit. I can’t wait to do this
fall with you all!
On behalf of our education folks, we
love you!
—Stephanie

also a time of fellowship for the Sanctuary and Chancel Choirs when they are
not together in person, Philip said.
Like any other FPC ensemble, ReSounding Voices is open to all FPC members, nonmember visitors and others, by
invitation of the director. For more information about this new virtual choir opportunity, email Philip at philip@fpc
georgetown.org.

Laurell with husband Harry

Laurell Brown of Round Rock joined September 22
by Letter of Transfer from John Calvin Presbyterian
Church in Metairie, Louisiana. She is the wife of
retired Presbyterian minister Harry Brown, who
also attends FPC. Laurell enjoys music, gardening,
sewing, hiking and grandkids’ sports. She retired as
an administrative assistant for Ochsner Health
System. She has served her previous churches in
several ways: as elder, choir member, organist and
pianist, Christian Education committee member,
Sunday School teacher, children’s ministry leader,
and treasurer of the Synod of the Sun’s Presbyterian
Women Coordinating Team.

PCHAS luncheon
is virtual this year
This fall, Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and
Services (PCHAS) is hosting
virtual luncheons in place of
the annual in-person
luncheons. These special
fundraising events will
showcase the life-changing
work PCHAS is doing in
these communities. The
Austin luncheon is Thursday, October 15. RSVP to
Reagan Stone at reagan.
stone@pchas.org or 512489-1846.
PCHAS provides Christcentered care and support to
children and families in need.
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Jesus teachings about our horizontal relationship with each others
 Our response to Jesus
If you’d like to join the Surveyors for
these and upcoming discussions, contact
Bill Stanley (billnlois@suddenlink.net) to
be added to the email list and receive the
weekly Zoom link.


5

Other Virtual
Educational
Opportunities
for Adults

HOMEBUILDERS (on Zoom)
SURVEYORS (on Zoom)

Joy Bedford, who retired September 8 after 20 years as Education Director for FPC, was presented a 64-piece quilt
during worship service on August 30. A photo slide show, put together by Christina Bondesen, was shown featuring
children, youth and adults sending Joy love. And Pastor Bobby offered a special prayer and blessing for her and
Robert. The quilt has 33 t-shirts from past LOGOS years, All-Church Retreats and Vacation Bible Schools. It was
pieced by Karen Rayburn and Liz Weaver. To finish the quilt, a quilt backing will now be added by Marlene Watts and
Lois Stanley. Photos: top left, clockwise, Adrianne Brandt, Annabel McClure and Karen Jones, Eric and Kelly Seaman,
Robert and Joy, Terri Stubblefield and Joey Mikel.

As PDA responds to hurricanes and wildfires, you can help
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) is responding to several recent natural disasters (pda.pcusa.
org/). Donations to support these
relief efforts can be made by check to
First Presbyterian Georgetown, indicating the PDA Response Code in
the “For” line.
Hurricane Sally came ashore in Alabama September 16 with sustained
winds of up to 105 mph. Moving
slowly, the storm dumped 30 inches
of rain in Pensacola, Florida.
(Code DR000169.)

Hurricane Laura, a strong category
4 storm, made landfall August 27 on
the coast of Louisiana, about 30 miles
from the Texas border, bringing
lashing rain and sustained winds of
150 miles per hour. While the storm
was downgraded to a category 2 as
it moved further inland, hurricaneforce winds and widespread damage
continued.
PDA is working with our international partners in Haiti and the
Dominican Republic, in addition to
the affected U.S. presbyteries. Initial
response grants have been disbursed

to respond to immediate needs.
(Code DR000194)
As wildfires roar in the Pacific
northwest, PDA is in communication with the Presbytery of the Cascades. A National Response Team
member has been virtually deployed
to assist the presbytery. More information will be available as first responders work to contain the fires.
PDA is also responding in California. (Code DR000165)
(continued on back page)

9:30 a.m. Sundays
Surveyors continue the fall with two wonderful studies:
 “Learning During Solitude,” led
by Celeste Frost
using Henri Nouwen’s book Out of
Solitude: Three Meditations on the Christian Life (through
October 11).
 “Jesus and the
Paradigm Shift,”
led by Phil Smith
from October 18
through November 8.
Often we read scripture with a 21st century view. As a result, we miss Jesus challenging his listeners to go beyond their
narrow views. Bring your Bible and join
us as we consider:
 Jesus and the New Covenant
 Jesus teachings about our vertical relationship with God

To notify
the church
office if:
 You change your physical or mailing address
 You change your email address or
add email
 You change your home or cell phone
number
 You add a new phone number

9:30 a.m. Sundays
Through October 4
Homebuilders began
the year with Karen
Jones leading a sixweek DVD series by
author Adam Hamilton, “When Christians Get It Wrong.”
Hamilton tackles issues listed by those
who are leaving the
church and addresses
the how’s and why’s of Christians getting
it right when it comes to being Christ in
the world. This is a discussion-oriented
class for adults that covers topics in Christian living, scripture and church history.
Formed to meet the needs of adults in
the family building stage of life, Homebuilders welcomes all. If you are interested
in attending this class, email jones.karen.
leslie@gmail.com, to be sent the Zoom link.

CROSSROADS (on Zoom)
9:30 a.m. Sundays
Led by Patrick & Amanda Tolbert
As election season kicks into full swing,
the Crossroads class continues its mission
of squaring headlines
with scripture to determine God’s will and
instructions for our
daily lives. Our topics
frequently delve into
the world of politics,
newsmakers and scripture’s instruction to build community
rather than drive a wedge between us. Join
us during the Sunday School hour—even
if you’re in your PJs! It’s 2020 after all! True
to our name, the class is open to anyone
who may be at a crossroads, seeking direction or understanding. Email Patrick.
Tolbert@gmail.com to receive information
for Zoom.

Ladies Lunch
Bible Study
12 noon Wednesdays
Through October the
group is studying
Nabeel Qureshi’s Seeking
Allah, Finding Jesus, to
help them deepen their
understanding of the
Muslim faith and learn
the kind of apologetics
and evangelism that led
Nabeel to faith in Christ.
Join the group as they
explore Muslim culture,
the most common
Muslim objections to
Christianity, and the
core doctrines upon
which Islam stands or
falls. Contact Karen
Rayburn, krayburn04@
yahoo.com, to receive
the Zoom link.

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
12 noon Wednesdays
Sturdy Wanamaker is
leading a discussion of
the book of Philippians.
Sturdy, Ron Place and
Rod Burke facilitate the
study. To join the email
list and receive the Zoom
link, contact Ron, ronald
place@gmail.com.
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Youth Director
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YOUTH MINISTRY

dl@fpcgeorgetown.org

YOUTH MINISTRY
Sunday Bible Study
(via Zoom)
For Junior High and
Senior High
9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday
Youth Group
(In Person)
Wednesdays
6 - 7:15 p.m.
Meeting outside at FPC
Contact
David Lee Hulsey
for more details on
youth programming.

Praying often, fervently for youth and families
Colossians 1:9, “So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. We ask
God to give you complete knowledge of His will and to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding.”
To say that this scripture has been popping up a lot in Youth Ministry is an
understatement. I think it’s more accurate
to say that God has laid it heavily on our
hearts to herald as a theme for the work
of our Youth Ministry. This scripture was
written on a postcard to our youth, and
we descrambled this verse the first
Wednesday that we were able to meet in
person for small groups in September.
So obviously, yes, we’ve been praying
often and fervently for our youth and their
families. I’m reminded of two wonderful
aspects of prayer: Connecting and Lifting.

We are called to pray for one another,
which draws us into concern for others,
therefore connecting us to others. When
we realize we are being prayed for, we are
being lifted up to God in prayer. Both aspects can be quite humbling. I would encourage all of us to continue the Church’s
work of connecting and lifting through
prayer. And in doing so, I pray, “God to
give you complete knowledge of His will
and to give you spiritual wisdom and
understanding.”
—God Bless, David Lee Hulsey

COVID-19 has FPC going back to its roots, gathering
in homes as part of Porch Pals, which began in September. The organizational meeting for our church was
held in a home near Round Rock on June 12, 1854.
Records show 10 charter members present who created
a session, heard a sermon, celebrated the Lord’s Supper
and witnessed an infant baptism.

Home of Dennis & Terri Boroczk: Bill & Theresa McKenna,
Phil & Jeanne Smith, Bridget Chapman, Lea Ann Hutton,
and Gary & Kay Cox.

Don’t forget to read about fall programming for kids and their families, page 4.

Home of the Brainards: (from left) Katie Bradford, Fred Hilgeman,
Keith Brainard, Jana McCown, Fred & Laura Herbst, Terri
Stubblefield & Joey Mikel.

Home of Vivian & Lloyd Davis (third from left): Frank & Rebecca Beam (left), Bill & Lois Stanley and Tom & Peggy Currie
(right). (Not shown: Vivian Davis).

Home of Gene & Carolyn Gregory: Left, Robert & Anne Gowdy and Gene Gregory. Right, Cathy Shirley, Charles
Shirley, Judy Thomson and Jeff and Judy Willett. (Not shown: Carolyn Gregory)
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Penny Leone, RN
Parish Nurse
penny@fpcgeorgetown.org

October is
Healthy
Lung Month

Virtual Senior
Seminar is
October 8
This month, Senior
Seminar is earlier than
usual. It will be from 10
to 11:30 a.m. Thursday,
October 8, via Zoom
webinar. The topic is
“The Facts on Dementia
& Memory Care.”
Senior Seminars are
free educational opportunities sponsored by
Virginia Lazenby, an
active member of San
Gabriel Presbyterian
Church. She also is a
Texas Realtor specializing in Seniors’ Real
Estate and a Certified
Downsizing Coach.
The seminars provide
information only without strings from many
people with unique
expertise. While the
seminar is free, please
call 512-862-7330 to
receive your link to the
webinar.

Don’t take your
lungs for granted.
Take steps to
reduce your risk
of lung disease
and keep your
lungs healthy.

Since this is “Healthy Lung Month,” I’m going to share a few
tips on things to do within your home to promote the health of
your lungs:
 Vacuum using HEPA filters, which reduce lead, chemical build
up and allergens.
 Consider house plants that help purify the air by removing
toxins such as formaldehyde, benzene, toluene and xylene; spider plants and aloe vera are exceptional for this.
 Use fragrance-free cleaning products.
 Install radon detectors along with fire detectors.
 Exercising is THE MAGIC BULLET for health—in mind, body
and spirit! This goes for your lung health, too!
 Take a minute or two each hour to take slow deep, expansive
breaths.
 Avoid the close-in parking spots or park your car once in a
shopping area like Wolf Ranch and walk to all of the stores you
need to visit. It’s a long way from Kohls to Target!
 If you want to sit, sit on the floor. This will engage muscles
you probably don’t use often.
 Take the stairs instead of the elevator.
 Stand and walk when you are talking on the phone.
 Exercise while watching TV. Every time a commercial comes
on, stand up and take steps in place, stretch or do toe touches
or heel raises
 Cook more at home! Studies show you move more and burn
more calories moving about at your home to cook than ordering food in or going out to eat (unless you park a distance from
the restaurant). People who cook their meals at home tend to
eat fewer calories, too!

Stephen Ministry training set for 2021
Stephen Ministers come from all walks of
life, but they share a passion for bringing
Christ’s love and care to people during a
time of need. They are lay congregation
members trained to provide one-to-one
care to those experiencing a difficult time
in life: loss of a loved one, grief, divorce,
loss of a job, chronic or terminal illness or
relocation.
Stephen Ministry training in 2021 will
be weekly from January 8 to May 4 at the
Worship Place in Sun City. We ask you to
think and pray about what God may be
asking you to do. If your calling is to share
love and care with others in need, the
Stephen Ministry at FPC welcomes you
to join us.
The training will use study modules
and group discussion that will help you
provide care to a care receiver. The classes

will be taught by Stephen Ministry leaders
from the Georgetown churches with a
Stephen Ministry program. Each year a
different church hosts the annual training.
If you are interested in joining the
Stephen Ministry training program in
2021, contact us at texas.nprn@gmail.com.
Love and Blessings.
—Sandie Kienitz, Stephen Leader
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Faith in Action adapts services to COVID-19
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the senior population has been at high risk for
the virus. And a Georgetown organization, Faith in Action Georgetown (FIAG),
in March was forced to discontinue its
main service: volunteers driving seniors
to medical appointments, to go shopping
and run errands. FIAG helps seniors
maintain independence and quality of life
through these free services.
As a response to the virus, the organization switched to a virtual support
model, helping clients with online grocery orders, setting up prescription deliveries and even calling the more than 900
clients to check in on their mental wellbeing. Its annual fundraiser, a benefit concert, also went virtual on September 17
on Facebook and YouTube.
To help with the calls to isolated clients, FIAG came up with a new service
for the stay-at-home seniors: the telephone Buddy Program. An FIAG driver
who typically would provide transportation was paired with a client to call
twice a week to check on his or her well
being. The program attracted new volunteer callers, too.
In August, FIAG began a rephasing
plan to return to regular services. With
safety a top concern, transportation services resumed that month with FIAG offering single-passenger rides to medical
appointments. Safety protocols now require temperature checks, face masks for
riders and drivers, passengers riding in
the backseat only, and hand sanitizer being available.
An added FIAG service during the
coming election will be help for older
adults with mail-in voting and rides to
the ballot drop-off. The organization has
teamed up with the Williamson County
Elections Office to make sure its assistance
complies with state regulations for application and ballot assistance.
Those interested in getting help filling out the applications or ballots will

receive non-partisan help from either
FIAG staff or volunteers.
“It’s not our job to tell anyone how to
vote,” said Vickie Orcutt, Executive Director. “We are here to help in completing
what can be for some a very difficult and
complicated process. Many older adults
remain cautious about voting in public
places, so we will offer mail-in application
assistance, ballot completion assistance,
transportation to polls and to the ballot
drop-off locations for those who do not
want to leave home. We understand how
difficult it is right now for our senior
population to get out, especially if they
already have transportation limitations.”
As for returning to business as usual,
including van rides to the library, restaurants and Wolf Ranch, “We aren’t quite
sure what that will look like yet,” Ms.
Orcutt said. “But we are working hard
each day to stay on top of safety measures
and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention guidelines for how to move
forward.”

To donate to Faith in Action
Georgetown or learn more
about the services, visit
www.FaithInActionGT.org
or call 512-868-9544.
You can also contact FPC’s
advocate for the organization,
Kitty Bristow,
kbristow517@aol.com.

Dedication
Day
Sunday
October 25
Join your church
family as together
we affirm
our gratitude
to God and our
desire to be found
trustworthy
stewards.
Stewardship
materials are being
mailed, and you
are asked to return
your pledge card
and Time and
Talent form in the
envelope included
by October 25.

8

FIRST WORD

Update
on the Copseys
Despite being under
COVID-19 quarantine,
Ken and Ruth Copsey,
missionaries to the
Philippines, continue to
conduct weekly Zoom
prayer meetings with
their local mission team
and with Emmanuel
International. Relief
packages have been sent
to six areas of the country to help 400 families.
Checks to support the
Copseys’ mission can be
mailed to the church,
made out to "FPC." Indicate that it is for "Copsey
Philippines Mission."

Thank You!

Dear FPC Family,
Thank you for throwing
the virtual baby shower!
We know it was not
nearly the same as
celebrating together in
person, but it meant so
much that you wanted to
come alongside us and
celebrate Logan. Truly,
we cannot wait for you to
meet him! Thank you,
too, for the thoughtful,
generous gifts and the
kind sentiments you have
shared in cards, emails,
texts and phone calls.
We feel so blessed to
know that Leo and Logan
have such a remarkable
church family.
—Blessings in Christ,
Michelle, Bobby,
Leo and Logan

FIRST WORD

The Caring Place: Services are a little different
As you are aware, things are a bit different at The Caring Place, so here are some
things you need to know.
Hours for the shops are 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. You need to wear a mask, practice
social distancing and use hand sanitizer.
Second Helping is open by
appointment only (www.
caringplacetx.org/shop).
The drive-thru food pantry is open from 8:30-10:30
a.m. Tuesday and Thursday.
Fresh Food for Families is
available from 9-10 a.m. the
1st, 3rd and 5th Mondays.
Programs and services are operating
by phone only at 512-943-0709.
Item donations are accepted from 10
a.m. - 2 p.m. on scheduled days. Bring approved items in a box or bag, and staff
will help you unload your vehicle.
To make painless financial donations,
you can add a little to your Georgetown

utilities bill for the Good Neighbors Fund,
which helps with clients’ utility bills.
If you list The Caring Place as your preferred nonprofit on Amazon Smile, .5% of
your purchases will be donated to The
Caring Place. Randalls will give 1% of your
purchase price to The Caring
Place if you select it as your
preferred nonprofit.
There’s a lot more to
know, but check out all the
details at www.caringplace
tx.org.
Again, thanks for each
and every little help you give The Caring
Place.
Helping Hands of Georgetown, which
feeds the homeless, is not one of our missions but needs egg cartons. If you have
one-dozen egg cartons, please put them in
The Caring Place barrels.
Thanks as always for all you do.
—Jenny Carswell

Welcoming baby Logan

FELLOWSHIP

PW circles to take Thank Offering in October
Greetings, PW! We can all be proud
that the Fall Gathering, originally
planned to be a live event at our
church September 12, was a great
success on Zoom. Two hundred
women from around Mission
Presbytery registered. Presentations
by our own Nancy Robohn and
Katy Bedford were well received. The
event went very smoothly. If you
were unable to attend but wish to
see the video recording, contact me
(beverlyjones54@gmail.com).
Presbyterian Women's Horizons
Bible lessons are available via Zoom
on Wednesday, October 21, with
Hannah-Esther Circle, Rachel Circle
and Martha Circle. Zoom links will

MONDAY

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

27

28

29

30

4

5

6

7

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
9:30am New Member Zoom Class
9:30am Youth Zoom Bible Study
11:00am Livestream Worship

World Communion Sunday
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
9:30am Youth Zoom Bible Study
11:00am Livestream Worship

11

18

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
9:30am Youth Zoom Bible Study
11:00am Livestream Worship

25

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Youth Leaders
Zoom Meeting

9:00am
12:00pm
12:00pm
6:00pm
6:15pm
9:00am
12:00pm
12:00pm
6:00pm
6:15pm

Virtual Coffee
Ladies’ Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study
Youth Gathering
Confirmation Class
Virtual Coffee
Ladies’ Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study
Youth Gathering
Confirmation Class

October is our month to consider
giving to the PW Thank Offering.
Since 1888, Presbyterian women
have expressed their deep sense of
gratitude for God's blessings in their
lives by giving back to people in their
communities and around the world.
This year's recipients include two international projects and 13 national
projects, including two from Synod
of the Sun. One of particular interest is $30,000 for Ferncliff Camp and
Conference Center, for transportation of disaster kits. In light of the
hurricanes, fires and other disasters
this year, we should remember that
hygiene kits and clean-up buckets
prepared by churches are stored at
Ferncliff in Arkansas until the need
for them arises. Let's give generously
through our circles or directly to
Kitty Bristow, PW Treasurer.
—Blessings, Beverly Jones,
Co-moderator

THURSDAY

Dedication Sunday
Reformation Sunday
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
9:30am
Youth Zoom Bible Study
11:00am Livestream Worship

12

13

19

20

26

27

Church Office open
8:30am until noon

10:30am
11:00am
6:45pm
7:30pm

Pastoral Care
Staff Meeting
Executive Comm
Committees
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8:30am until noon
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:30pm Newsletter
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7:00pm Diaconate
7:00pm Youth Leaders

10:30am
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7:00pm

Pastoral Care
Staff Meeting
Session

14

9:00am
12:00pm
12:00pm
6:00pm
6:15pm

Virtual Coffee
Ladies’ Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study
Youth Gathering
Confirmation Class

21

Church Office open 8:30am
until noon
9:00am Virtual Coffee
9:30am Martha Circle
9:30am Rachel Circle
11:00am Hannah-Esther Circle
12:00pm Ladies’ Bible Study
12:00pm Men’s Bible Study
6:00pm Youth Gathering
6:15pm Confirmation Class

28

9:00am
12:00pm
12:00pm
6:00pm
6:15pm

Virtual Coffee
Ladies’ Bible Study
Men’s Bible Study
Youth Gathering
Confirmation Class

FRIDAY

1

2

8

9

Susan Isenhour out of
town thru 10/6

10:00am Senior
Seminar
via Zoom

OCTOBER

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Cemetery Service
9:30am Youth Zoom Bible Study
11:00am Livestream Worship

The church held a virtual baby shower via Zoom on September 20,
with Babs Cape of the Administrative Committee as hostess. Pastor
Bobby, wife Michelle and son Leo opened gifts and cards from church
members for baby Logan (and Leo).

be published in the FPC weekly email
the preceding Friday.
All women are welcome to join
one of these Zoom sessions, including, but not limited to, our sisters in
Lydia Circle and Sarah-Ruth Circle.
Elizabeth Circle meets Tuesday,
October 6, at 6:30 p.m. Circle Leader
Theresa McKenna reports they are a
hybrid group: Some members meet
in person and others join by Zoom.
The circle is watching a Max Lucado
video (with study book) called "Anxious for Nothing." It focuses on
Philippians 4:4-8 and tools for overcoming anxiety. Newcomers are welcome. Email booklover_theresa@
yahoo.com) for more information.

9

15

16

22

23

Church Office open
8:30am until noon

Presbytery, John
Knox Ranch
Church Office open
8:30am until noon

SATURDAY
17

Justin Jones Memorial Service,
Presbyterian Cemetery

24
Presbytery, John Knox Ranch
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Don’t take your
lungs for granted.
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reduce your risk
of lung disease
and keep your
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Since this is “Healthy Lung Month,” I’m going to share a few
tips on things to do within your home to promote the health of
your lungs:
 Vacuum using HEPA filters, which reduce lead, chemical build
up and allergens.
 Consider house plants that help purify the air by removing
toxins such as formaldehyde, benzene, toluene and xylene; spider plants and aloe vera are exceptional for this.
 Use fragrance-free cleaning products.
 Install radon detectors along with fire detectors.
 Exercising is THE MAGIC BULLET for health—in mind, body
and spirit! This goes for your lung health, too!
 Take a minute or two each hour to take slow deep, expansive
breaths.
 Avoid the close-in parking spots or park your car once in a
shopping area like Wolf Ranch and walk to all of the stores you
need to visit. It’s a long way from Kohls to Target!
 If you want to sit, sit on the floor. This will engage muscles
you probably don’t use often.
 Take the stairs instead of the elevator.
 Stand and walk when you are talking on the phone.
 Exercise while watching TV. Every time a commercial comes
on, stand up and take steps in place, stretch or do toe touches
or heel raises
 Cook more at home! Studies show you move more and burn
more calories moving about at your home to cook than ordering food in or going out to eat (unless you park a distance from
the restaurant). People who cook their meals at home tend to
eat fewer calories, too!

Stephen Ministry training set for 2021
Stephen Ministers come from all walks of
life, but they share a passion for bringing
Christ’s love and care to people during a
time of need. They are lay congregation
members trained to provide one-to-one
care to those experiencing a difficult time
in life: loss of a loved one, grief, divorce,
loss of a job, chronic or terminal illness or
relocation.
Stephen Ministry training in 2021 will
be weekly from January 8 to May 4 at the
Worship Place in Sun City. We ask you to
think and pray about what God may be
asking you to do. If your calling is to share
love and care with others in need, the
Stephen Ministry at FPC welcomes you
to join us.
The training will use study modules
and group discussion that will help you
provide care to a care receiver. The classes

will be taught by Stephen Ministry leaders
from the Georgetown churches with a
Stephen Ministry program. Each year a
different church hosts the annual training.
If you are interested in joining the
Stephen Ministry training program in
2021, contact us at texas.nprn@gmail.com.
Love and Blessings.
—Sandie Kienitz, Stephen Leader
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Faith in Action adapts services to COVID-19
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the senior population has been at high risk for
the virus. And a Georgetown organization, Faith in Action Georgetown (FIAG),
in March was forced to discontinue its
main service: volunteers driving seniors
to medical appointments, to go shopping
and run errands. FIAG helps seniors
maintain independence and quality of life
through these free services.
As a response to the virus, the organization switched to a virtual support
model, helping clients with online grocery orders, setting up prescription deliveries and even calling the more than 900
clients to check in on their mental wellbeing. Its annual fundraiser, a benefit concert, also went virtual on September 17
on Facebook and YouTube.
To help with the calls to isolated clients, FIAG came up with a new service
for the stay-at-home seniors: the telephone Buddy Program. An FIAG driver
who typically would provide transportation was paired with a client to call
twice a week to check on his or her well
being. The program attracted new volunteer callers, too.
In August, FIAG began a rephasing
plan to return to regular services. With
safety a top concern, transportation services resumed that month with FIAG offering single-passenger rides to medical
appointments. Safety protocols now require temperature checks, face masks for
riders and drivers, passengers riding in
the backseat only, and hand sanitizer being available.
An added FIAG service during the
coming election will be help for older
adults with mail-in voting and rides to
the ballot drop-off. The organization has
teamed up with the Williamson County
Elections Office to make sure its assistance
complies with state regulations for application and ballot assistance.
Those interested in getting help filling out the applications or ballots will

receive non-partisan help from either
FIAG staff or volunteers.
“It’s not our job to tell anyone how to
vote,” said Vickie Orcutt, Executive Director. “We are here to help in completing
what can be for some a very difficult and
complicated process. Many older adults
remain cautious about voting in public
places, so we will offer mail-in application
assistance, ballot completion assistance,
transportation to polls and to the ballot
drop-off locations for those who do not
want to leave home. We understand how
difficult it is right now for our senior
population to get out, especially if they
already have transportation limitations.”
As for returning to business as usual,
including van rides to the library, restaurants and Wolf Ranch, “We aren’t quite
sure what that will look like yet,” Ms.
Orcutt said. “But we are working hard
each day to stay on top of safety measures
and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention guidelines for how to move
forward.”

To donate to Faith in Action
Georgetown or learn more
about the services, visit
www.FaithInActionGT.org
or call 512-868-9544.
You can also contact FPC’s
advocate for the organization,
Kitty Bristow,
kbristow517@aol.com.

Dedication
Day
Sunday
October 25
Join your church
family as together
we affirm
our gratitude
to God and our
desire to be found
trustworthy
stewards.
Stewardship
materials are being
mailed, and you
are asked to return
your pledge card
and Time and
Talent form in the
envelope included
by October 25.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

dl@fpcgeorgetown.org

YOUTH MINISTRY
Sunday Bible Study
(via Zoom)
For Junior High and
Senior High
9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday
Youth Group
(In Person)
Wednesdays
6 - 7:15 p.m.
Meeting outside at FPC
Contact
David Lee Hulsey
for more details on
youth programming.

Praying often, fervently for youth and families
Colossians 1:9, “So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. We ask
God to give you complete knowledge of His will and to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding.”
To say that this scripture has been popping up a lot in Youth Ministry is an
understatement. I think it’s more accurate
to say that God has laid it heavily on our
hearts to herald as a theme for the work
of our Youth Ministry. This scripture was
written on a postcard to our youth, and
we descrambled this verse the first
Wednesday that we were able to meet in
person for small groups in September.
So obviously, yes, we’ve been praying
often and fervently for our youth and their
families. I’m reminded of two wonderful
aspects of prayer: Connecting and Lifting.

We are called to pray for one another,
which draws us into concern for others,
therefore connecting us to others. When
we realize we are being prayed for, we are
being lifted up to God in prayer. Both aspects can be quite humbling. I would encourage all of us to continue the Church’s
work of connecting and lifting through
prayer. And in doing so, I pray, “God to
give you complete knowledge of His will
and to give you spiritual wisdom and
understanding.”
—God Bless, David Lee Hulsey

COVID-19 has FPC going back to its roots, gathering
in homes as part of Porch Pals, which began in September. The organizational meeting for our church was
held in a home near Round Rock on June 12, 1854.
Records show 10 charter members present who created
a session, heard a sermon, celebrated the Lord’s Supper
and witnessed an infant baptism.

Home of Dennis & Terri Boroczk: Bill & Theresa McKenna,
Phil & Jeanne Smith, Bridget Chapman, Lea Ann Hutton,
and Gary & Kay Cox.

Don’t forget to read about fall programming for kids and their families, page 4.

Home of the Brainards: (from left) Katie Bradford, Fred Hilgeman,
Keith Brainard, Jana McCown, Fred & Laura Herbst, Terri
Stubblefield & Joey Mikel.

Home of Vivian & Lloyd Davis (third from left): Frank & Rebecca Beam (left), Bill & Lois Stanley and Tom & Peggy Currie
(right). (Not shown: Vivian Davis).

Home of Gene & Carolyn Gregory: Left, Robert & Anne Gowdy and Gene Gregory. Right, Cathy Shirley, Charles
Shirley, Judy Thomson and Jeff and Judy Willett. (Not shown: Carolyn Gregory)
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Jesus teachings about our horizontal relationship with each others
 Our response to Jesus
If you’d like to join the Surveyors for
these and upcoming discussions, contact
Bill Stanley (billnlois@suddenlink.net) to
be added to the email list and receive the
weekly Zoom link.


5

Other Virtual
Educational
Opportunities
for Adults

HOMEBUILDERS (on Zoom)
SURVEYORS (on Zoom)

Joy Bedford, who retired September 8 after 20 years as Education Director for FPC, was presented a 64-piece quilt
during worship service on August 30. A photo slide show, put together by Christina Bondesen, was shown featuring
children, youth and adults sending Joy love. And Pastor Bobby offered a special prayer and blessing for her and
Robert. The quilt has 33 t-shirts from past LOGOS years, All-Church Retreats and Vacation Bible Schools. It was
pieced by Karen Rayburn and Liz Weaver. To finish the quilt, a quilt backing will now be added by Marlene Watts and
Lois Stanley. Photos: top left, clockwise, Adrianne Brandt, Annabel McClure and Karen Jones, Eric and Kelly Seaman,
Robert and Joy, Terri Stubblefield and Joey Mikel.

As PDA responds to hurricanes and wildfires, you can help
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) is responding to several recent natural disasters (pda.pcusa.
org/). Donations to support these
relief efforts can be made by check to
First Presbyterian Georgetown, indicating the PDA Response Code in
the “For” line.
Hurricane Sally came ashore in Alabama September 16 with sustained
winds of up to 105 mph. Moving
slowly, the storm dumped 30 inches
of rain in Pensacola, Florida.
(Code DR000169.)

Hurricane Laura, a strong category
4 storm, made landfall August 27 on
the coast of Louisiana, about 30 miles
from the Texas border, bringing
lashing rain and sustained winds of
150 miles per hour. While the storm
was downgraded to a category 2 as
it moved further inland, hurricaneforce winds and widespread damage
continued.
PDA is working with our international partners in Haiti and the
Dominican Republic, in addition to
the affected U.S. presbyteries. Initial
response grants have been disbursed

to respond to immediate needs.
(Code DR000194)
As wildfires roar in the Pacific
northwest, PDA is in communication with the Presbytery of the Cascades. A National Response Team
member has been virtually deployed
to assist the presbytery. More information will be available as first responders work to contain the fires.
PDA is also responding in California. (Code DR000165)
(continued on back page)

9:30 a.m. Sundays
Surveyors continue the fall with two wonderful studies:
 “Learning During Solitude,” led
by Celeste Frost
using Henri Nouwen’s book Out of
Solitude: Three Meditations on the Christian Life (through
October 11).
 “Jesus and the
Paradigm Shift,”
led by Phil Smith
from October 18
through November 8.
Often we read scripture with a 21st century view. As a result, we miss Jesus challenging his listeners to go beyond their
narrow views. Bring your Bible and join
us as we consider:
 Jesus and the New Covenant
 Jesus teachings about our vertical relationship with God

To notify
the church
office if:
 You change your physical or mailing address
 You change your email address or
add email
 You change your home or cell phone
number
 You add a new phone number

9:30 a.m. Sundays
Through October 4
Homebuilders began
the year with Karen
Jones leading a sixweek DVD series by
author Adam Hamilton, “When Christians Get It Wrong.”
Hamilton tackles issues listed by those
who are leaving the
church and addresses
the how’s and why’s of Christians getting
it right when it comes to being Christ in
the world. This is a discussion-oriented
class for adults that covers topics in Christian living, scripture and church history.
Formed to meet the needs of adults in
the family building stage of life, Homebuilders welcomes all. If you are interested
in attending this class, email jones.karen.
leslie@gmail.com, to be sent the Zoom link.

CROSSROADS (on Zoom)
9:30 a.m. Sundays
Led by Patrick & Amanda Tolbert
As election season kicks into full swing,
the Crossroads class continues its mission
of squaring headlines
with scripture to determine God’s will and
instructions for our
daily lives. Our topics
frequently delve into
the world of politics,
newsmakers and scripture’s instruction to build community
rather than drive a wedge between us. Join
us during the Sunday School hour—even
if you’re in your PJs! It’s 2020 after all! True
to our name, the class is open to anyone
who may be at a crossroads, seeking direction or understanding. Email Patrick.
Tolbert@gmail.com to receive information
for Zoom.

Ladies Lunch
Bible Study
12 noon Wednesdays
Through October the
group is studying
Nabeel Qureshi’s Seeking
Allah, Finding Jesus, to
help them deepen their
understanding of the
Muslim faith and learn
the kind of apologetics
and evangelism that led
Nabeel to faith in Christ.
Join the group as they
explore Muslim culture,
the most common
Muslim objections to
Christianity, and the
core doctrines upon
which Islam stands or
falls. Contact Karen
Rayburn, krayburn04@
yahoo.com, to receive
the Zoom link.

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
12 noon Wednesdays
Sturdy Wanamaker is
leading a discussion of
the book of Philippians.
Sturdy, Ron Place and
Rod Burke facilitate the
study. To join the email
list and receive the Zoom
link, contact Ron, ronald
place@gmail.com.
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

stephanie@fpcgeorgetown.org

Porch visits
I’m also looking forward to meeting a few
of you on your very
own porches! If you
want a porch visit for
your crew, just indicate
that when you register
for the fall and I’ll grab
a mask before I come!
—Stephanie

Humor
The prayer of a 3-year-old
in church: “Our Father,
Who does art in heaven,
Harold is His name.
Amen.”
A little boy was overheard
praying: ‘Lord, if you can’t
make me a better boy, don’t
worry about it. I’m having
a real good time like I am.’
A four-year-old prayed,
“And forgive us our trash
baskets, As we forgive
those who put trash in our
baskets.”
A Sunday school teacher
asked the children before the
church service, “And why is
it necessary to be quiet in
church?” A little girl
replied, “Because people are
sleeping.”

Church family, we have started our virtual programs for children and are excited
for these opportunities while we are apart.
We are all pretty bummed about missing out on in-person classes and meals
with Sunday School and LOGOS, but our
team has created some really special alternatives to in-person times.
When we can return to in-person Sunday School classes and our LOGOS fellowship, we will jump up and down and shout
it to you across the distances!

FPC Kids online
For now, we are having one program that
we’re calling “FPC Kids.” It will take place
online each week and then every other
Wednesday night. It is so crucial that you
register for our kids programming so we
can send you Zoom links and make sure
you have all of the supplies you need for
our lessons, crafts and activities. We don’t
want anyone who wants to take part to
be left out. Don’t forget to register so we
can count you in as we gather our resources each week! There is no cost to register.

Visit the online classroom
Our online classroom is available on the
church website and offers children the
opportunity to watch a video of their
teachers discussing the Bible story for the
week. They can also hear a word of encouragement and have a fun, creative activity to take part in.
There are icons on the classroom page
to be clicked that take children to videos
and coloring pages. There is even a whole
section dedicated to worship arts with Mrs.

Susan! This classroom updates each Sunday morning and is available all week. If
you have not plugged into the online classroom, let us help you get started! (And
don’t forget to register!)

Getting together on Zoom
Every other Wednesday night, from 6:30
to 7, we are gathering over Zoom so we
can see each other’s faces and focus on faith
for a great 30 minutes together. These
Zoom meetings are for families (parents and
children), and we’ll have family activities
during these times.
In a time where most things are virtual and many things seem overwhelming,
please know that focusing on your family’s
rhythms is not wasted. It takes intention
and consistency to teach our children about
the life of faith, but the intention and consistency end up giving children the things
that matter most in this life and beyond
this life.

FPC virtual choir debuts via video
ReSounding Voices, FPC’s new virtual choir
organized in response to the COVID-19
pandemic, debuted Sunday, September 6,
during a video shown during the livestreamed worship service.
Conducted by Philip Smith, the 30-member choir performed “Step by Step” by David
Strasser, arranged by Ruth Schram.
Launched in August, ReSounding
Voices has rehearsals on Zoom, which are

Welcome, New Member

Remember to register!
If you’ve forgotten to register, don’t be discouraged. Let us help you get registered,
recentered and encouraged! We are all living in the crazy together. Parents and caregivers, please remember that the efforts you
make to raise your children in the ways of
Christ are never wasted and when they are
at the center of your family’s rhythm, they
bear lasting fruit. I can’t wait to do this
fall with you all!
On behalf of our education folks, we
love you!
—Stephanie

also a time of fellowship for the Sanctuary and Chancel Choirs when they are
not together in person, Philip said.
Like any other FPC ensemble, ReSounding Voices is open to all FPC members, nonmember visitors and others, by
invitation of the director. For more information about this new virtual choir opportunity, email Philip at philip@fpc
georgetown.org.

Laurell with husband Harry

Laurell Brown of Round Rock joined September 22
by Letter of Transfer from John Calvin Presbyterian
Church in Metairie, Louisiana. She is the wife of
retired Presbyterian minister Harry Brown, who
also attends FPC. Laurell enjoys music, gardening,
sewing, hiking and grandkids’ sports. She retired as
an administrative assistant for Ochsner Health
System. She has served her previous churches in
several ways: as elder, choir member, organist and
pianist, Christian Education committee member,
Sunday School teacher, children’s ministry leader,
and treasurer of the Synod of the Sun’s Presbyterian
Women Coordinating Team.

PCHAS luncheon
is virtual this year
This fall, Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and
Services (PCHAS) is hosting
virtual luncheons in place of
the annual in-person
luncheons. These special
fundraising events will
showcase the life-changing
work PCHAS is doing in
these communities. The
Austin luncheon is Thursday, October 15. RSVP to
Reagan Stone at reagan.
stone@pchas.org or 512489-1846.
PCHAS provides Christcentered care and support to
children and families in need.
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Fall Sermon Series:
ROOTED.
REFORMED.
RELEVANT.

25

PHS: Access to 500 years of Presbyterian history

You can support
PHS’s work
Tax-deductible donations to support the
Presbyterian Historical
Society are always
welcome and help PHS
continue collecting,
preserving and sharing
the story of the
American Presbyterian
experience.
(https://www.history.
pcusa.org/get-involved/
give-phs)

The home of 500 years of Presbyterian
history, the Presbyterian Historical Society (PHS), organized in 1852, is the oldest denominational archives in the U.S.
and is the national archives for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its predecessors. (history.pcusa.org)
Looking for something to do while
we’re in the midst of a pandemic? Why
not go the PHS web page and experience
our history? See how it collects, preserves
and shares the story of the American Presbyterian and Reformed experience with
Presbyterians, scholars and the public.
You can find exhibits and collections on
history of the church, a timeline of Presbyterian history, a family tree of Presbyterian denominations, a historic sites
registry, living history films, Heritage
Sunday and Reformation Sunday.

Don’t feel capable of navigating the
PHS web page? PHS will help you gain
access to the materials. This is a good time
to celebrate our history since we as Presbyterians this month will celebrate the
tradition that grounds our faith: Reformation Sunday, October 25. This marks
the occasion in 1517 when Martin Luther
posted his 95 theses on the church door
in Wittenberg, Germany. And our fall sermon series is on the topic, “Rooted. Reformed. Relevant.”
The society’s holdings have more than
250,000 titles on the history of the Presbyterian tradition in America and some
30,000 cubic feet of records and personal
papers of congregations, presbyteries,
synods and General Assembly agencies of
PCUSA and predecessor Presbyterian and
Reformed denominations in the U.S.

September 13 - November 8
OCTOBER WORSHIP
(on YouTube at 11 a.m.)
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
October 4
World Communion Sunday
Scripture: Genesis 15:4-21
Ephesians 2:9-10
October 11
Scripture: Leviticus 16:20-22, 29-31
John 1:29
October 18
Scripture: Romans 12:3-21
October 25
Reformation Sunday
Scripture: Revelation 21:1-5

Book Review: Calvin by author Bruce Gordon
Several biographies of John Calvin have
been written, and one of the best can be
found in our church library. Calvin, by
Bruce Gordon, is thought by religious
historians to be one of the finest portraits
of the Genevan Reformer. Gordon is professor of ecclesiastical history at Yale
Divinity School and specializes in latemedieval and early modern religious culture. The best way to illustrate the flavor
of this biographical study of Calvin is to
quote Gordon’s impression of Calvin from
the preface of the book.
“John Calvin was the greatest Protestant reformer of the 16th century, brilliant,
visionary and iconic. The superior force
of his mind was evident in all that he did.
He saw himself as an instrument of God,
and as a prophet of the Church he brooked

no rivals. He never felt he had encountered an intellectual equal, and he was
probably correct. To achieve what he believed to be right, he would do virtually
anything. Although not physically imposing, he dominated others and knew how
to manipulate relationships. He intimidated, bullied and humiliated, saving
some of his worst conduct for his friends.
Yet as he lay dying they gathered around
the bed distraught with grief. There would
be no other like him.
“What made Calvin Calvin, and not
another 16th-century writer, was his brilliance as a thinker and writer, and, above
all, his ability to interpret the Bible. His
coherent, penetrating and lucid vision of
God’s abiding love for humanity, ex(continued on back page)

Eight youth participate
The coronavirus pandemic couldn’t stop
FPC’s annual Confirmation Class, the first
such for Pastor Bobby since he was called
to be our pastor last November. Eight
youth are participating: Maddox AzumaHall, Kailyn Bailey, Charlie Brainard, Reece
Cowan, Eli Crenshaw, Johnny Decker,
Landen Hammit and Maya Spruiell.

Considering our “tagline”
This fall we are taking nine Sundays to
consider FPC’s “tagline,” “Rooted. Reformed. Relevant.” In these uncertain,
ever-changing times, what does it mean
to be a people who are deeply rooted?
How is it that our Reformed theological tradition informs, shapes and guides
our path in the world today? And what
does it mean to be a congregation attentive and relevant to God’s work in
Georgetown and throughout the world
today? These are just three of the key questions I look forward to unpacking during
our series, and I pray it proves a series
through which the Holy Spirit continues
to faithfully shape us and lead us into
God’s future together.
—Pastor Bobby
Helping Bobby lead the class, which
began September 2, are Phil Bookert and
Minta McIntosh. It meets from 6:15 - 7:15
p.m. each Wednesday through October 28.
“We gather, socially distancing and
wearing masks, in the breezeway between
the two buildings,” Bobby said. Phil is
teaching two classes and Minta one, while
Bobby does the remainder. Minta is
present each week to assist. The three
leaders are using the confirmation
curriculum of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), “Big God, Big Questions.”
Bobby said he plans to ask some
session members to meet with the class on
October 28, who, after talking with the
eight participants, will vote to receive them
into membership. Then on November 1,
they would be received into membership
during the service of worship.

3

Sign up virtually
to provide flowers
for worship in 2021
The 2021 Flower Chart is going virtual! Because of the pandemic and uncertainty about
returning to in-person worship, the Worship Committee
has decided to use SignUp
Genius for volunteers wishing
to provide flowers in worship
in 2021. Look for information
in the weekly FPC email, click
on the link, choose a date and
sign up. Indicate if you want
to re-gift your arrangement
and tell us what you would
like printed in the bulletin on
that Sunday. An email reminder will automatically be
sent to you a week prior to your
date. Contact Christina Bondesen with any questions.

Flowers
in Worship/
October

4

Rob & Cathy
Fullinwider
11 Chuck Keith & Inok
Downing
18 Pat & Penny Leone
25 This could be you!
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Among Our People
ANNIVERSARIES
5
10
16
18
22
29

Charles & Beverly Dennis
Will & Monica Koenig
Phil & Cindy Sharpnack
Bob & Jeanine Albers
Bill & Theresa McKenna
Bryan & Sue Bell
James & Angela Ramsey

BIRTHDAYS
3
4
5

6
7
9
10
11

13
14
15
16

17
18
21
22
24
25
26

27
30
31

Adrianne Brandt
Mark DeRuyter
Madison Jackson
Alice Fay
Ralph Gibson
Jacob McCown
Margaret Sunkel
Vickie Hammerlun
Cheryl Dorothy
Elize Goss
Amy Hunt
Don Willhouse
Sam Yantis
Brayden Hammit
Chandler Hutton
Patsy Becker
Pat Leone
Karen Red
Sherry Williams
Adana Gipson
Cathy Shirley
Phyllis Perkins
Angela Ramsey
Abby Staller
Judy Bond
Laura Herbst
Joan Lutz
Virginia Reid
Ben Nichols
Jim Marks
Nicholas Brainard
Marv Hulshizer
Callahan Guinn
Matthew Miller
Lenice Smithwick
ReyLynn Littleton
Jana McCown
Elizabeth Estrada
Abigayle Poe
Heidi Winter-Johnson
Lucie Leloux
Donna Nichols
James Ramsey
Bill Shirley
Jaime Cowan
Bo Whitehead
Drew Arnold
Claude Folta
Dan Arnold
Kathy Kerr Kubatzky

Boldface indicates
a member of
First Presbyterian
Church

In the hospital last month: Shirley Nash,
Nadine Tanner and George Biggs.
Our sympathy to:
 The family of Sugie Maxfield, who
joined the Church Triumphant September
21. A private graveside service is planned
in Waco. Sugie had been a member since
April 2011.
 Joel & Joan Lawrence on the death of
Joel's mother, Camille Lawrence, September 4 in North Carolina.

Church staff update

Session and ODTAP

In September, in an effort to steward our
financial resources as faithfully as possible,
FPC contracted with a central Texas commercial, janitorial company to meet the
ongoing janitorial and set-up/take-down
needs.
Unfortunately, this means that our
long-time custodian, Kathi Davenport, will
no longer serve on staff. We are, however,
deeply grateful for her 13 years of faithful
service at the church, and we will remain
supportive of her and her family throughout this transition. Please keep Kathi and
her family in your prayers.
Friendly Folks Cleaning Service, which
has experience in cleaning local churches,
began work the second week of September
by doing a deep clean of both church buildings free of charge
—Pastor Bobby

(continued from front page)

Thank you!

Thank you:
“Dear Church Family, We are most grateful for the supportive calls, cards, notes
and prayers following the deaths of Thomas’ sister and our son, Matthew. It has
been a challenging time for us and we have
been blessed with all the care you have
shown. The Peace of Christ be with you.
—Thomas & Cindy Bausch
Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Hammond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandsonin-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIntosh
and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col. Mike
Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st Class
Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos, Larry &
Helen Burk’s grandson; and Christian
Winckel, grandson of Sandy Hayes.

First Presbyterian Church
NEW web page:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

Many thanks to all who
donated school supplies to
Communidades Unidas Pro
Salud (CUPS) this fall to
be delivered to Mexico.
The need is great and this
will help many little ones.
—Muchas gracias, Cindy Bausch
Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - August 2020
General Operating Fund

Income
Pledges
Other
TOTAL

Expenses

Validated Mission
Local/Other Mission
Ministry of the Word
Program/Support Staff
Christian Education
Music and Worship
Evangelism/Care
Property
Stewardship/Finance
Other Oper Expenses
Debt Retirement
TOTAL

Actual

YTD %
Annual
Budget Annual
Budget

$590,738
$92,900
$683,638

$841,881 70%
$105,180 88%
$947,061 72%

$40,258
$57,593
$13,750
$29,802
$94,680
$148,501
$308,501
$468,710
$19,000
$39,350
$16,781
$21,756
$3,461
$11,115
$65,923
$90,500
$11,555
$19,700
$20,281
$43,970
$65,036
$97,548
$659,226 $1,028,545

70%
46%
64%
66%
48%
77%
31%
73%
59%
46%
67%
64%

lately, even though neither figure has remained at the target numbers for 14
straight days. There were concerns raised
at the session meeting that the long-term
viability of FPC’s congregation might be
impacted should we continue to worship
only virtually. Session wants to do what
is safest for our members in worshiping
together in church, while following
ODTAP-approved procedures and guidelines for when we do return.
Worshiping again on campus, whenever that is, will be drastically different
from pre-COVID-19 worship, according to
guidelines released by ODTAP. Some of
those guidelines are summarized below.
Worship
Worship will be in the Worship CenterFellowship Hall, with no more than 50
people for any in-person service. Member
families will sign up online to participate
in a service, sit together, wear masks (required for all worshipers over age 2), and
socially distance from others. Attendance
will be taken, as will photos of seating
arrangements should contact tracing be
needed.
Entering/Exiting the Building
The front doors to the Worship CenterFellowship Hall will be propped open before and after worship, and only one
entrance will be available: through the
lobby doors facing 7th Street. Congregants
will have access only to the hall and the
gathering area or lobby and bathrooms
off the lobby.
Sacraments
Pre-packaged individual elements (wafer
and juice) will be provided, or members
could bring their own from home. Baptisms will include only immediate family.
Funerals and weddings will be limited to
50 or fewer participants.
Offering
No offering will be collected by ushers and
greeters. Offering baskets will be located
at the entrance and exit; however, online
and direct draft options are encouraged.

Children in Worship
Parents will be required to keep children
and infants in worship with them since
there will be no nursery or children’s
church. The leader of the Children’s
Moment will stand where he or she is visible to children, who will not go up to
the chancel steps. Children’s Worship Bags
will be “take home” for one-time use.
Rooms 111 and 113 will be set up with
livestream as a Family Room for parents
and children who need a break from service. Parents are required to remain with
their children at all times since no childcare workers will be present.
Choirs/Music
Music Ministry staff will continue to provide creative ways for music in worship.
There will be no congregational or choral singing until further notice.
Ushers/Greeters
Doors will be propped open before and
after worship, and there will be a greeter
at the lobby door. Hand-sanitizing stations will be available throughout the area.
Masks will be distributed to those who
need them. Hymnals and friendship pads
will be removed from the worship space,
and you will find a bulletin on your chair,
put there by gloved hands. Greeting each
other is encouraged while respecting social distancing.
Sunday School and Fellowship Time
No in-person Sunday School classes and
fellowship time will be held, and there will
be no serving of coffee or food until further notice. The water fountains will be
turned off, but bottled water would be
available
Sanitizing
Regular weekly cleaning of the facility has
continued, and will be done after all services. A bathroom monitor will restrict the
number of people to one person or one
family unit in each bathroom at a time,
and the bathroom will be sanitized after
each use.
Work-Week Access
To ensure restricted access, doors will remain locked even when the staff returns
to work.

Luther and the
Reformation
In 1517 Martin Luther
attacked the Catholic
Church’s corrupt practice of
selling “indulgences” to
absolve sin. He nailed his
“95 Theses” to the door of
the Wittenberg Castle
Church in Germany.
Luther believed that the
Bible is the central religious
authority and that humans
may reach salvation only by
their faith and not by their
deeds. This sparked the
Protestant Reformation.
Although these ideas had
been advanced before,
Luther expressed them at a
moment in history ripe for
religious reformation.
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Book review
(continued from page 14)
pressed in some of the most exquisite prose of his age, has continued
down the centuries to instruct and
to inspire. Like all great writers he
transcends his time.
“Calvin was fully aware of his
talents, which he regarded as part
of his special calling by God. Luther
had brilliantly expressed what it
meant to be saved by God. That discovery changed Europe. Calvin’s
genius was to discover the Church,
and teach what it was to be part of
that body.”
A few tidbits about Calvin:
Born Jehan Cauvin (1509) at
Noyon in northern France. Father:
Gerard, cathedral notary and registrar to the ecclesiastical court.
Mother: Jeanne le Franc, daughter
of an innkeeper, from Cambrai.
Calvin’s education was superlative for his time. He received patronage from a wealthy local family, the
Montmors, and was able to attend
colleges in Paris. Destined by his father for the priesthood, he studied
philosophy and learned classical
Latin. His father withdrew his son
and redirected him to study law,

where his father felt he could earn
more money. Calvin completed his
law studies and along the way picked
up a working knowledge of Koine
Greek.
Though he was opposed to celibacy of the priesthood, Calvin did
not express any interest in marriage.
His friends attempted to play matchmaker, but Calvin refused all candidates. But in 1540, at the suggestion
of his friend Martin Bucer, Calvin
married Idelette de Bure, a widow
with two children by her first marriage. The union proved to be a good
match. Idelette’s children with Calvin all died in infancy. She died in
1549 and Calvin never remarried.
From birth Calvin was a Roman
Catholic. In his early 20’s, he experienced an intense and unexpected encounter with God in which, “God
by a sudden conversion subdued
and brought my mind to a teachable
frame…” Calvin broke with the
Roman Catholic church and joined
the body of reformers who were active at that time. Known by the
church and public officials to be in
the company of church reformers,
Calvin was branded a heretic and
forced into hiding. During a Catholic pogrom in 1534, he went into exile at Strasbourg. On his way he

“spent a single night” in the city of
Geneva, and the rest, as they say, is
“history.”
John Calvin died at age 54 of respiratory illness and exhaustion. He
had warned his associates against
allowing his image to become an
“idol” of the Reformed Church. His
friends directed that he be buried in
an unmarked grave in a Geneva
cemetery. Visitors to modern-day
Geneva can visit the “traditional”
gravesite of John Calvin, but the actual gravesite remains unknown.
Calvin built a church for the worship of God as he understood it
should be. That church has prospered and retained its vitality for 500
years. Read the book. You should get
to know John Calvin. —Mike Carson

The church & library are not open,
but you can contact Mike Carson at
512-966-4234 if you would like for
him to check out this book for you &
leave it (book cover disinfected) at
the church office. He is at the church
just about every day. You can pick
up the book between 8:30 a.m. & 12
noon on Wednesday or Friday. Once
returned, the book cover will be disinfected & not circulated again for a
minimum of five days.

Disasters
(continued from page 13)
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Firefighters gather August 21 in front of Bonny Doon Presbyterian Church (Presbytery
of San Jose), which sustained minor damage in a wildfire. (Photo from Cal Fire CZA)

The most important thought we should have is
to continue to be Christ-like in all that we do.
Love of others should be what guides our decisions. The most loving thing is to be as careful
as possible as we come back together. If you
are sick or at risk, please stay at home and
enjoy our livestream service.
—Guidelines from the Open the Doors and
There’s All the People (ODTAP) task force

Inside

Youth Ministry
6 DL’s Column

On August 10, severe thunderstorms
and damaging winds devastated
Iowa, causing widespread power
outages for some 150,000 people. As
many as 14 million acres of farmland
were also damaged by the storm.
PDA is working with presbyteries of
North Central Iowa, Des Moines,
Prospect Hill and East Iowa to respond to this storm. National Response Team members are virtually
deployed to assist with the initial
response. (Code DR000015)

You can also give by going to pda.
pcusa.org/page/give/ and clicking
the red “Donate Now” button.
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Mike Roberts receives
Pastor Emeritus honor
Two years after retiring as FPC’s pastor of
30 years, the Rev. Dr. Michael A. Roberts
was honored with the bestowing of the
title Pastor Emeritus.
Pastor Mike and his wife, Cindy, were
in the Worship Center-Fellowship Hall
with Pastor Bobby and Sallie Watson,
General Presbyter of Mission Presbytery,
on Sunday, September 27, to receive two
plaques recognizing the honor. One is a
Certificate of Election and the other a resolution accompanying the honor. Mike’s
election was approved by the session and
voted on August 16 by the congregation
during a virtual called meeting. He retired
September 30, 2018.
Pastor Emeritus is an honorary title
awarded to a pastor honorably retired
from a ministry by election of the congregation. The title assumes no pastoral
authority or duty.
The resolution accompanying the
award notes that the congregation was
blessed to have Mike as Teaching Elder for
30 years. He held the second-longest pastorate in the 164-year history of our
church.
(See next month’s newsletter
for more coverage.)

At its meeting September 22, FPC’s
session discussed how and when we
might return to in-person worship, as
some Georgetown churches have. It was
decided to meet again October 6 to talk
more about whether such plans might
include a “dry run” service on campus
possibly in October before actually scheduling live services to begin this month or
later. Livestreaming of the 11 o’clock worship service would continue for those
who prefer to join in the service from
home, as they have since mid-March, or
those who consider themselves at risk for
COVID-19.
ODTAP was formed last spring as a
smaller task force of the Safety and Security Committee, focused solely on issues
related to the coronavirus. However,
ODTAP will not make the final decision
regarding worship provision and building use. That responsibility is with session, which will make decisions about
future worship plans for the church.
ODTAP has been monitoring two sets
of data to help us consider when we
might return to campus. One data set is
the rate of new COVID-19 infections in
Williamson County, and the other is the
positivity test rate, the percent of positive
results from all coronavirus tests performed in the county.
Karen Rayburn, ODTAP task force
chair, said those data have looked good
(continued on page 15)

