
May 2020

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert preaching; Jeff Pratt (seated), video/audio engineer; (not shown) David Lee
Hulsey, liturgist; Monica Koenig, pianist; Philip Smith & Susan Isenhour, soloists.

During the coronavirus pandemic,
the Governor of Texas on March 13
declared a statewide public health
disaster, and Williamson County
then issued a county-wide order
prohibiting gatherings of 10 or more
people, through May 11. FPC sus-
pended all in-person church ser-
vices, activities and events, and be-

Easter Sunday worship at First Presbyterian Church
on April 12, 2020, livestreamed over YouTube.

With March and April over: What will May bring?
gan livestreaming worship services
on March 15.

As May begins (days after First
Word’s deadline), who knows what
will happen—whether the May 11
end date will be extended or
whether church gatherings and
activities will resume, on some level,
after that date.

To keep up with information on
when our church will resume in-
person worship and other activities
or gatherings, check the church
web page and Facebook. Pastor
Bobby and the church office will
also send emails and letters through
the U.S. Postal Service to keep you
informed.
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Although we missed the in-person processional of FPC children carrying palm leaves
on Palm Sunday, we were happy to see a video of them at home holding their “Ho-
sanna” and palm pictures. Here are a few:

Virtual procession of children carrying palm leaves

Clockwise starting with top
left photo: Pete, Johnny,
Dennie and Mary Mac
Decker; Luke and Lily
Hulsey; and Micah, Miles
and Maddox Azuma-Hall.

Education Director Joy
Bedford and others compiled
and posted to the church
webpage lists of supple-
mental educational resources
for church members while
in-person worship and other
church activities were put on
hold. Those appear under
the “Worship” heading at
www.fpcgeorgetown.org.

For children and families,
there are links to online
LOGOS, books with
children’s devotionals and
dinner table discussion
starters, and how to create a
sacred space at home.

For youth, the list
includes links to several
devotional apps, book
recommendations and The
Bible Project webpage.

Among the resources for
adults are lessons used in
FPC’s Wired Word Sunday
School class, a study by
Dr. Allen Hilton, Dr.
Cynthia Rigby’s webinar,
Austin Seminary videos,
and activities and resources
for adults and caregivers.

Christian Education:

Being resourceful

Spring is here, and when we return to
church for worship, we will be greeted
by a flower bed around our church sign
and well cared for flowers in the boxes at
the Worship Center-Fellowship Hall en-
trance. Mike Carson planted the flowers
around the sign in April.

With summer coming, Babs Cape
wants to be sure the flower boxes con-
tinue to be well tended. The sprinkler
sustem will keep the plants around the
sign watered.

“We have a great team that has kept
our entrance flowers happy, welcoming
members and visitors and even delight-
ing neighbors,” she said. “We would wel-
come more help in watering once a week
or even once a month.”

Needed: Some volunteers to water flower boxes
She will develop a watering schedule

for volunteers. If you would like to help,
contact Babs, 512-864-3650 or babs@
precisiontravel.com.
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5 Walt & Sue Juncker
Roger & Cindee Molenda

10 Chris & Sarah Crenshaw
12 Jerry & Mary Ann Fine

Morgan & Ashlin Morgan
13 Keith & Cathy Tucker
16 Andrew & Kendall Guinn

Tom Yantis & Mary Mitchem
19 Erick & Aimee Stenborg
21 Tim & Angie Harris
24 Steve & Teresa Wilson
25 Mike & Larian Carson

Lyndy & Haley Watkins
27 Brian Hall & Lynn Azuma

Bobby & Haley Weisbrod
30 Thom & Cindy Bausch
31 Rob & Cathy Fullinwider

Robert & Anne Gowdy
Gene & Carolyn Gregory

2 Florence Gould
Barry Gould
Will Koenig
Liz Weaver

3 Tim Kennedy
Olive Ozanus
James Red

4 Delaney Leloux
Tom Yantis

5 Karen Jones
Johnnie Kovar
Penny Leone

6 Jeffrey Stump
7 Robby Bedford
9 Cassandra Syler

Jennifer Whitehead
10 Susan Isenhour
12 Beverly Dennis
14 Mona Andersen

Luke Hulsey
15 Alaina Guthrie
17 Kitty Bristow
18 Robert Bedford

Rod Burke
Sandie Kienitz

20 Cherril Lemmink
23 Vivienne Hammit

Betty Anne Poe
24 Reece Cowan

Richard Jenny
Jacob Wenzel

25 Karen Rayburn
Timothy Roberts

26 Nelson Barrett
Ann Pearson
Sterling Root

27 Nancy Dudley
28 Kyle Chapman

David Lee Hulsey
Barbara Johnston
Tim Kubatzky

29 Ann Kaiser
Henry Koenig

30 Edna Malone
Ron Place

31 Maggie Stenborg

In the hospital last month: Fred Cowen.

Congratulations to Ben & Donna Nichols
on the birth of their twin grandsons,
Waylon Lee Nichols and Audie Benjamin
Nichols, born March 29 in Austin.

Our sympathy to Bill & Lois Stanley on
the death of Bill’s sister, Dorothy Pace,
April 10 in Sigourney, Iowa.

Thank you: Dear Church Family, I am so
blessed by all of you who sent birthday
cards and sang to me on the phone. My
80th birthday became a joy-filled day when
so many of you joined the drive-by cel-
ebration at my front lawn. You made signs,
decorated your cars, brought balloons and
cards. Best of all you called out “Happy
Birthday” and waved as you went by. I
feel hugged and loved. Thank you! You
are the best!  —Cathy Hubbard

In memoriam: Ken Gibbons joined the
Church Triumphant April 20. Ken had
been a member of our congregation since
October 1975, serving as an elder from
1977-79. A memorial service will be held at
a later date.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; 1st Staff Sgt. Mat-
thew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Nicolaas Leloux;
Tech. Sgt. Robert McClanahan, grandson
of Minta McIntosh and nephew of Lee
McIntosh; Sgt. 1st Class Paul Rayburn;
Nicholas Stamos, Larry & Helen Burk’s
grandson; and Christian Winckel, grand-
son of Sandy Hayes.

ANNIVERSARIES

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church

BIRTHDAYS

Among Our People May 3: “Don’t Keep the Faith?”
Communion/Recognition of High

School Seniors
David Lee Preaching
Scripture: Jeremiah 29:1, 10-14;

Matthew 25:14-29

May 10:
Mother’s Day
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

May 17:
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

May 24:
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

May 31:
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

M A Y   W O R S H I P

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family,
I simply want to express my profound

gratitude to each of you. I readily recog-
nize that when we are not together in-
person, this creates a myriad of logistical
challenges as well as plenty of grief, loneli-
ness and restlessness. Amidst that, you all
have proven not just resilient, but creative,
thoughtful and loving toward one another
time and again. Your staff has not only
continued their work; they have also
quickly adapted to and learned new tech-
nologies, ways of communicating and
modes of equipping the church. Your of-
ficers have been exceedingly responsive via
emails, phone calls and Zoom meetings as
they lead in ways entirely unforeseen
when they took this call. 

In short, I have seen a stunning amount
of gracious flexibility. Flexibility, of course,
assumes genuine trust—and that kind of
trust is not built overnight. It is something
the Holy Spirit has been nourishing in this
congregation for many years before I
arrived. While I hardly know how this sea-
son of life will continue to unfold, I am
exceedingly grateful to be in this with you
all. Truly, God has been growing some-
thing quite special at FPC. Thank you. And
always you remain in my prayers.

A message from Pastor Bobby
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The Civil War

“Amazingly enough, if we were to peruse
our church records today, we might never
know that, from 1861 through 1865,
America had endured the bloodiest and
most devastating war it had ever fought.
…It is a bit surprising to find the church
Session records throughout most of our
early history offer sparse or no comment
on many events other than the acquisi-
tion of pastors and the acceptance and  dis-
missal of members.”

“The decades-old simmering disputes
over slavery started boiling when south-
ern states began seceding from the Union
at the end of 1860. In February 1861 the
Confederate States of America was formed,
and by March 1861, Texas had seceded
from the Union and joined the Confed-
eracy….”

“The churches in America were not to
remain untouched, nor were the people
of Williamson County. At the January
1861 Secession Convention in Austin,
Williamson County was one of only three
counties to vote against withdrawing
from the Union….

“At the time FPC was a member of the
PCUSA. The General Assembly met in
May 1861 in Philadelphia and declared
support for the Federal Government.”

That led the four PCUSA presbyteries
in Texas to withdrew and join the new
Presbyterian Church in the Confederate
States of America (PCCSA). Only after the
war, in July 1866, did our church vote to
withdraw from that affiliation (and the
Presbytery of Central Texas), and return
to PCUSA.

Our church in other times of crisis
For weeks now, our nation and our church have been in the throes of a pandemic.
Many have likened our response as similar to that of fighting a war—a war on a
virus that had claimed 46,379  lives in the U.S. as of our newsletter deadline.

That made me wonder: What does our church history have to say about how
we weathered other wars? Here’s what we found in A History of the First Presbyte-
rian Church, Georgetown, Texas: Sesquicentennial Edition 1854–2004.

Years of Struggle (1922-1949)
Bill Stump Sr., in his unpublished church
history, called the time from 1922 until June
1949 the “years of struggle,” possibly be-
cause of the negative effect of the the Great
Depression and World War II. During this
period there were nine pastors, so the
negative effects may have been exacerbated
by a lack of long-term ministerial leader-
ship. And the turnover in ministers was
probably a result of difficulties in the
church’s financial support of the church.

Bill was present at a meeting of the el-
ders and leaders of the church in the 1930s
when dissolution of the church was dis-
cussed as an option “due to low financial
support, no minister, and small member-
ship. Fortunately,  after some tears were
shed and prayers were heard, it was de-
cided to continue to have church and to
try to locate a minister.” In 1939 church
membership dropped to a low of 103.

Member Aleene Purl remembered,
“Hard times—we didn’t know we had hard
times. Nobody did. We never did even dur-
ing the Depression. We didn’t know we
were poor. I thought those flour sack
dresses were supposed to be that way.”

By the end of 1945, both membership
and finances were improving, attributed
to the reigniting of spirituality as soldiers
returned from the war.

During Word War II,
in 1944, church mem-
ber Beulah Rogers
Sansom wrote this
meditation about our
church, published in
the July-September
1944 issue of Day By
Day, a Presbyterian
Church U.S. devotional
guide:

Silently, but proudly,
she has stood there
through the years.
Facing the bright
horizon. Her steeple
towering toward the
blue sky above. Her
doors ever open to those
who seek God’s love.
And if she could speak,
I’m sure she would say
to all who pass her way,
“Take time! Take time!
Come in and pray!”

Tho she is small,
many are those who
have worshipped within
her pews. Young and old
have found God there.
Babes have been chris-
tened within her walls.
Brides smiling happily
have marched down her
aisles. And many are
those who have passed
through her doors on
their way to their
eternal resting places.

Yet, still she stands!
Silently. Proudly.
Facing the bright
horizon. Her steeple
towering toward the
blue sky above. Her
doors ever open to those
who seek God’s love.

The Little Church

A war time
meditation
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classes, LOGOS, youth activities, PW
circles, Bible study groups and other
church events.

We’ve also witnessed our share of
wisdom, from the scientists, research-
ers and doctors guiding our response
to the virus, recommending safe mea-
sures while searching for a cure and
a vaccine.

And foolishness? We’ve seen that,
too, unfortunately, from people refus-
ing to heed stay-home or shelter-in-
place regulations, congregating in
public places, putting themselves and
others at risk.

Perhaps most of all, this has been
a period of both belief and disbelief.
As Christians, we turn to our Sav-
ior in prayer: for our leaders, our na-
tion, the world. Prayer that our faith
will sustain us during these dark
times. And prayer for those who
have suffered or died from COVID-
19, and all the families affected. Dis-
belief we have noted, too, from those
refusing to acknowledge this virus
is deadly serious.

Maybe it’s hard to think of these
weeks as a season of Light when
COVID-19 has brought so much
Darkness into our lives. But season
of Light because truly our world has
come together as perhaps never
before, to be a neighbor, a friend, a
donor, a Christian looking for oppor-
tunities to serve and to be the Light.
In our church, history will show
that members stepped up to volun-
teer, keeping us connected, live-
streaming services, initiating calling
trees, coordinating grocery-buying,
taking people to medical appoint-
ments, checking on our vulnerable
members, helping in any way needed.

Our church history book says little about how our members lived and how
our church fared during years of crisis—when we were at war or experienc-
ing the Great Depression and the Spanish flu pandemic of 1918, which caused
the closing of schools, churches, theaters and saloons. But how we as a
congregation and church weather the COVID-19 pandemic of 2020 will be
well documented for future church historians, through session, deacon and
committee minutes, church mailings and emails to members, Pastor Bobby’s
sermons, social media posts and videos, and issues of First Word newsletter.

Living these past weeks during
the coronavirus pandemic calls to
mind the opening words from
Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities: “It was
the best of times, it was the worst of times,
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age
of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief,
it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the
season of Light, it was the season of Dark-
ness, it was the spring of hope…”

The best of times. As the pandemic
began, our economy was strong. The
job and housing markets were ro-
bust. And the best of times because
“stay home” and “social distancing”
declarations joined families together
at home for perhaps the longest and
closest they’ve ever been. Time to eat
together, exercise, read, play games,
be creative and discover new ways
to relate to each other. The best of
times because, even though we
couldn’t gather for worship, our
church leaders and pastor helped
livestream services into our homes.
We even experienced virtual partici-
pation in communion in front of our
TVs, computers and other devices!

It’s also been the worst of times.
Thousands have died from COVID-
19 globally. Doctors, nurses, hospi-
tal staff, EMTs, public servants like
police and fire fighters have died, do-
ing their jobs and protecting us. Stay
home orders shuttered businesses
and put millions out of work. Our
world changed almost overnight.
How will we recover?

And the worst of times because
during the most holy of seasons for
Christians everywhere, in April, we
missed coming together to celebrate
Holy Week and Easter. We missed our
in-person worship, Sunday School

The spring of hope: As spring
came, we recalled that several issues
ago in First Word we highlighted the
life and wisdom of Fred Rogers, who
once said, “My mother would say to
me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will
always find people who are helping.’
To this day, especially in times of di-
saster, I remember my mother ’s
words, and I am always comforted
by realizing there are still so many
helpers—so many caring people in
this world.”

Even when times are hard, as they
were in Dickens’ novel, and as they
have been today, there is hope for us! 

—Marty Curtis

What history will show about our church

During the COVID-19 pandemic:

May we who are merely inconvenienced
remember those whose lives are at stake.

May we with no risk factors remem-
ber those most vulnerable.

May those with the luxury of working
from home remember those who must
choose between preserving their health or
making their rent.

May those with the flexibility to care
for our children when schools close remem-
ber those with no options.

May we who must cancel a trip remem-
ber those with no safe place to go.

May we who are losing our margin
money in the tumult of the economic mar-
ket remember those who have no margin
at all.

May those who must quarantine at
home remember those with no home.

As fear grips our country, let us choose
love during this time when we cannot
physically wrap our arms around each
other; let us find ways to be the loving
embrace to God and our neighbor. Amen.

A Prayer during the Pandemic
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In a world beset by disas-
ter, hunger, and oppres-
sion, the One Great Hour
of Sharing (OGHS) offering
helps the millions of people
who lack access to sustain-
able food sources, clean
water, sanitation, educa-
tion, and opportunity. Never
has this been more prophetic
than in the midst of the
coronavirus pandemic.

Three programs of Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.)
benefit from this offering:
Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance, Presbyterian Hunger
Program, and Self-Develop-
ment of People.

As a congregation, we were urged to
contribute to this offering during worship
on Palm Sunday, April 5. Since that was
a livestreamed and not an in-person wor-
ship, our members are reminded that they
still can contribute to this offering. You
can mail a check earmarked for OGHS to
the church office. Or you can go to the
church web page and click the “Give”
icon. That will take you to a form to com-
plete where you can specify “One Great
Hour of Sharing” as recipient. You can
use PayPal or a credit/debit card to give.

To support work in response to the
coronavirus outbreak, Presbyterian Di-

saster Assistance—which
provides immediate and
long-term assistance to
disaster-affected areas—an-
nounced more than $2 mil-
lion from its reserves will be
used for grants. The grants
are made possible by OGHS
and, according to the Pres-
byterian News Service, will
be divided between interna-
tional response and grants
to mid-councils (synods
and presbyteries) and their
congregations.

OGHS also makes pos-
sible the Presbyterian Hun-
ger Program’s awarding of
national and international

grants and   “congregation-based commu-
nity organizing grants.” These are impor-
tant in communities working to identify
needs, and many focus on affordable hous-
ing, which is expected to be a huge need
during the coronavirus crisis.

The Self-Development of People part-
ners with community groups of low-
income people by providing grants for
many projects in the U.S. One ministry
partner, We the People Detroit, prevented
water shutoffs in a time when hygiene
and sanitization are vital.

OGHS during the COVID-19 crisis

A malfunctioning kitchen freezer, a
squirrel in the Education Building, a fire
alarm going off, and burst water irriga-
tion lines: Those are a few of the problems
elder Mike Carson of the Property Com-
mittee has encountered while going to the
church daily for maintenance checks.

When he first encountered the squirrel
in the south entrance to the building,
Mike said he was unable to shoo it out.

A few days later, David Lee Hulsey,
Youth Ministry Director, reported a strong
odor in the lobby. Upon investigating,
Mike found the dead squirrel in the
bookcase behind the desk and disposed of
the deceased.

“When the freezer went down, all the
thawed food had to be thrown out,” Mike
said, and a repairman called to fix it. Before
the freezer goes back into use, staff and
Fellowship Committee elders were to clean
it. The fire alarm was caused by a phone
line going down, Mike said, so the phone
provider was called to fix the problem.

Also in April Mike had to dig up and
replace burst or leaking lines in the
church’s lawn irrigation system.

“With a campus as big as ours, we
knew there are things that are going to
happen while the church has been closed.
That’s why we go in daily to check.”

Maintenance checks of church reveal problems

While this time of necessary
isolation may be difficult,
perhaps it can bring us to a
stronger sense of who we
are, not just as individual
believers, but as part of
Christ’s community.  I think
it’s important for us to have
this primary identity clear in
our minds and hearts as we
try to be Christ’s people in
the world, a community that
seeks to live out Jesus’
commands of love, peace,
and justice.

‘‘

—Bill Poe
excerpted from

“Closing the Distance:
A Daily Devotional

from FPC”

‘‘
First Presbyterian Church

web page:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org
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C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N
Joy Bedford

Education Director
 joy@fpcgeorgetown.org

Getting creative with
Wednesday LOGOS

Jaime Cowan greets viewers
as LOGOS “Sort of” Live
airs on YouTube.

Suspension of inperson activities at the
church during the COVID-19 crisis gave
birth to a new version of FPC’s midweek
activity for kinder through 6th grade chil-
dren: online LOGOS “Sort of” Live.

Joy Bedford, Education Director, said,
“The concept was a desperate attempt to
make this new version of LOGOS as much
like what we did in-person, but without
using Zoom (teleconferencing).”

Each week Joy contacted different fami-
lies and volunteers to record videos of their
part and send them to LOGOS Director

Jaime Cowan, who put the
finished production to-
gether to post on FPC’s
YouTube channel.

Each Wednesday even-
ing in April, LOGOS “Sort
of” Live went on air and
offered all of the four usual
parts of the program: vir-
tual Bible Study, virtual
Family Time, virtual Recre-
ation and virtual Worship
Arts.

Joy said she used a shortened version
of the Bible study and tried to think of
games that might work. “It has been so
much fun to see what our creative families
and children produce. I tried to include as
many different faces as I could.  We called
it ‘sort of’ live for obvious reasons, but also
because we are including families in the
church who don’t have children in
LOGOS.”

She added, “Another thing we have
been doing weekly is sending a packet of
suggestions for each child to do.” 

Jaime commented, “This has allowed us
to prepare and schedule the program to air
at our normal LOGOS time, 5 p.m. Wed-
nesday. But after that, the show remains
up to watch later if another time, say on
Friday morning, was more convenient for
families.”

The hope was, Jaime said, that LOGOS
“Sort of” Live would provide “comfort,
spiritual guidance, the reassurance of our
love, fun—of course—and some sense of
normalcy for our families and friends un-
til we could be together again. It was amaz-
ing to see how willing and excited folks
are to watch and participate each week.”

Joy Bedford gives the bless-
ing on LOGOS “Sort of” Live.
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Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

WEDNESDAY

29

6

13

20

27

THURSDAY

30

7
10:30am Admin Comm

14

21
10:00am Senior Seminar

28
8:00am RightPath

Health
Screenings

FRIDAY

1

8

15
7:45am Men’s

Breakfast
Meeting

22

29

TUESDAY

28
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session Meeting

5
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

12
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:45pm Executive Comm

19
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:30pm Newsletter Deadline
7:00pm Diaconate

26
Church Office Closed:
Staff Retreat
7:00pm Session

MONDAY

27

4

11

18

25
Church Office
Closed:
Memorial Day

SUNDAY

26
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

3
Communion
High School Graduate Recognition
David Lee Hulsey Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

10
Mother’s Day
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

17
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship – WCFH

24
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

31
Dr. Bobby-Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

M A Y   C A L E N D A R

General Operating Fund

Actual
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - March 2020

Income
Pledges $277,969 $841,881 33%
Other $49,701 $105,180 47%
TOTAL $327,670 $947,061 35%
    
Expenses
Validated Mission $17,925 $57,593 31%
Local/Other Mission $9,500 $29,802 32%
Ministry of the Word $35,192 $148,501 24%
Program/Support Staff $120,010 $468,710 26%
Christian Education $6,860 $39,350 17%
Music and Worship $3,797 $21,756 17%
Evangelism/Care $2,857 $11,115 26%
Property $23,803 $90,500 26%
Stewardship/Finance $4,093 $19,700 21%
Other Oper Expenses $10,618 $43,970 24%
Debt Retirement $24,388 $97,548 25%
TOTAL $259,043 $1,028,545 25%
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F I R S T   W O R D 5

These words from Paul, Philippians 1:2-
11, keep running through my head every
time I think of you, my church family.

“May the grace and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

I thank my God every time I mention you in my
prayers. I’m thankful for all of you every time I
pray, and it’s always a prayer full of joy. I’m
glad because of the way you have been my part-
ners in the ministry of the gospel from the time
you first believed it until now.  I’m sure about
this: The one who started a good work in you
will stay with you to complete the job by the day
of Christ Jesus. I have good reason to think this
way about all of you because I keep you in my
heart. You are all my partners in God’s grace,
both during my time in prison and in the defense
and support of the gospel.  God is my witness
that I feel affection for all of you with the com-
passion of Christ Jesus.

This is my prayer: that your love might become
even more and more rich with knowledge and all
kinds of insight. I pray this so that you will be
able to decide what really matters and so you
will be sincere and blameless on the day of
Christ.  I pray that you will then be filled with
the fruit of righteousness, which comes from Jesus
Christ, in order to give glory and praise to God.”

In this time of not knowing what to plan
for tomorrow, I find great comfort in think-
ing about all of you and how you are
spreading the love of Christ and in know-
ing that ‘Christ surrounds us this night
and forever more.’ I long for the day when
we can give hugs again!!!

I want to thank our worship folks who
have done a fabulous job of bringing us
together in worship each week and refill-
ing our spirits. I want to thank the Sun-
day School teachers of adults who have
figured out how to have class through
Zoom. I want to thank all of you who have
made LOGOS “Sort of” Live happen. You
have brought familiar faces and joy into
our homes each week. I also want to thank
all of you clever friends on Facebook who
have found various ways to entertain us
and provide words of encouragement and
hope!

Our committees, staff and elders are busy
making plans for when we can be back
together again in person and how to stay
together virtually until then.

I hope you are taking advantage of all
the resources Jaime has posted on our
website. If you have questions please con-
tact me: I have a new office in my bedroom
where I can lock myself away from my 3-
year-old granddaughter. Robby and his
family have been living with us since last
September, so we are sheltering in place as
a family of six. Katy is finishing up her
chaplain residency at Seton. We don’t get
to have her over but we get to have lots of
Facetime.

—Joy Bedford, Education Director

from Joy

Vacation Bible
School

Our plan is to see when
we can gather safely and
then set a date. We are
in the process of order-
ing supplies “just in
case.”  

We will keep you
posted. If you have
questions give Joy a call,
512-868-7403.

We are planning on the retreat happening
in September at Mo-Ranch. We will begin
taking reservations May 1. Registration
forms will be sent out in the weekly email
and you will be able to find the form on
the church website, www.fpcgeorgetown.
org. You do not need to send any money
right now. We just need to know how
many rooms to reserve at Mo. If you have
not been to Mo-Ranch, visit the website at
https://www.moranch.org/ to see what a
fabulous place it is. Dr. Rigby from Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary will
lead our adult programming and worship.
If you need more information give Joy a
call, 512-868-7403.

September 18 - 20
Mo-Ranch   Hunt, Texas

Dr. Cindy Rigby
Guest Speaker & Worship Leader

All-Church
Retreat - 2020

Look for the All-
Church Retreat

registration form
in the FPC

weekly email or
on the church

web page!
Registration

begins May 1!

16 F I R S T   W O R D

Homemade cloth face masks have become
sought-after items to wear as protection
against transmission of COVID-19. Some
cities have even ordered their residents to
wear some type of face covering in public
places.

Members of two sewing groups in the
church, as well as individual members,
report sewing masks.

Mission Sewing
 Judy Willett started out making the flat,
pleated kind for her family. Then when
Williamson County Auditor Jerri Jones,
who is also an FPC member, alerted Mis-
sion Sewing to the need for masks for the
Williamson County Mask Brigade, Judy
said she began “putting together an ex-
perimental batch of 25 of the COVID
Ranger Masks” that she hoped to deliver
the third week of April.

“The Ranger Masks are taking me a
little more time right now. Things should
move along more quickly once I have the
pattern and process worked out. If what I
have done is acceptable, I plan to keep
making them as long as they are needed
and I can find the appropriate materials.”

She added, “They are a little more com-
plicated because of the shaping. They are
designed to go over the N95 masks worn
by health professionals to extend the life
of the medical grade masks. The inside
liner has a piece of tape that forms a tun-
nel where a wire piece can be inserted to
allow the wearer to shape the mask over
the nose.”

The county mask brigade was orga-
nized to support first responders, medical
professionals and other essential person-
nel dealing with a shortage of personal
protective equipment (PPE).
  Linette Harwell got busy making “a
bunch” for friends, a neighbor and Ben
and Donna Nichols, church members who
are diabetic. She also made masks for fam-
ily members, including a daughter who
works in a nursing home’s physical
therapy department, and a son who has
gone through chemotherapy. Ben said,
“Donna and I were very grateful for the
masks Linette made for us.”
  Lenice Smithwick didn’t have much
material on hand, and it was Christmas
fabric, but it was enough to make six
masks for her family. She turned her at-

tention to crocheting five blankets for
stuffed animals, which Mission Sewing
will donate to the Williamson County
Advocacy Center.
 Kathy Jones of Mission Sewing has also
been sewing masks for family, using a pat-
tern from the Austin American Statesman.

Stitching Up Friendships
 Karen Rayburn said she made masks for
family and gave her pattern to Lois
Stanley.
 Lois Stanley had enough elastic and in-
terfacing to make nine masks. She kept
two for herself and Bill and gave the oth-
ers to neighbors.
 Joyce Davis has sewn masks for neigh-
bors. When we heard from her, she had
just received an order of elastic “from Ja-
pan, believe it or not. I am ready to rock
n’roll.” People can email her at quiltjdavis
@gmail.com if they need a mask.
 Liz Weaver had fabric but no elastic,
which became as rare as toilet paper.

Others
Dawn Bookert said she quit counting the
masks she had made at number 60, “using
up a lifetime of fabric remnants. I’ll give
them to anyone who wants one.”

FPC Pianist Monica Koenig and her
mother, church member Sandy Hulshizer,
have been busy sewing masks for Sandy’s
neighbor, a nurse. Henry Koenig also
helped his mom and grandma.

Making face masks for friends, family and as PPE
for county medical personnel and first responders

Karen and Ray Rayburn in
the masks she made for
them.

Judy Willett made two kinds
of masks (above). The
special masks (bottom) she
made for the mask brigade
show the tape that forms a
tunnel for a wire insert.

Henry Koenig
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Some of us, like Ruth Henning, had
company, her dog Chibi, while
participating in livestream worship
and communion in April. She says
Chibi enjoys watching TV with her.

odern technology perhaps
has never been put to use so
much by churches as it has

to communicate during the 2020
coronavirus pandemic, beginning
mid-March at First Presbyterian
Church.

Faced with county government
stay-at-home declarations, social dis-
tancing requirements and orders
banning gatherings of more than 10
people, FPC faced what many other
churches were confronted with this
spring: How can church members
continue to worship while isolating
at home during this crisis?

At our church, multiple efforts
have been made to stay connected
with the congregation through live-
stream of worship services over the
internet—including virtual com-
munion—podcasts, emails, letters
sent through the postal service, tele-
phone calls, Facebook, various tith-
ing and giving options, Zoom
teleconferencing for staff and com-
mittee meetings, and even the tradi-
tional ordering of Easter lilies.

How FPC uses technology to worship,
stay connected during COVID-19 crisis

M
Pastor Bobby is impressed with

how staff member Philip Smith,
Music Director, and church member/
computer guru Jeff Pratt have used
technology to stream worship ser-
vices into homes of members since
Sunday, March 15. Jeff’s background
is computer services, and he runs a
team at Amazon Web Services, which
provides cloud services around the
world to help users build sophisti-
cated computer applications. Lately,
he has spent so much time at church
that he could be mistaken for a part-
time staff member.

The marshaling of technology
and use of creativity for the live-
streams have been a group effort in-
volving others. Other important
contributors are staff members
Monica Koenig, Pianist; Jaime
Cowan, Communications Director;
and Susan Isenhour, newly named
Associate Music Director. Office
Manager Christina Bondesen con-
tinues to prepare the weekly online
bulletin for the service that includes
copies of the hymns for the members
to sing.

Jaime creates the slideshows
shown during worship, while Su-
san has been responsible for “still”
graphics—images seen on monitors
and those accompanying prere-
corded audio. Jaime also emails the
daily devotionals.

Pastor Bobby said, “What they
are pulling off each week, three times
during Easter week, and in two dif-
ferent worship areas, is what one
would normally expect only a much
larger church would be capable of
doing. It’s really remarkable how
professional this effort is, and with
equipment that wasn’t made for such
a use.”

He added, “We are very blessed
to have access to the technology and
the people with skills needed to make
it happen and keep us connected.
 Many churches are struggling to
figure out what to do.”

The chancel area in Fellowship
Hall has been reconfigured for the
livesteams. The communion table
was moved there, behind Pastor
Bobby, who preaches from a wooden
podium instead of the pulpit. This
brings him closer to the camera, and

Jeff Pratt (front) and Philip Smith get
ready for the April 19 livestream from
the Worship Center-Fellowship Hall.
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Greetings, my dear ladies! I hope this finds
you all well. I am still missing getting to
see you very much! I heard that some of
our circles are meeting through Zoom,
and I think that’s an awesome way to stay
in touch! But you can also reach out by
phone or email to keep in touch with your
circle members. The PW board will most
likely be meeting via Zoom to close out
our year before the end of May. Your circle
leader will be contacting you to confirm
your order for next year’s PW bible study
book, and confirm your information for
the new 2020-21 PW directory.

I also want you to know the work of
our planning committee continues for

F E L L O W S H I P

PW continues planning for fall gathering,
gets ready for a new Horizons Bible study

our hosting of the Austin Fall Cluster
Gathering. Make sure you save the date
for Saturday, September 12. Be looking for
more news on that during the summer. I
think it’s a joy to have something to look
forward to.

As I address you for the last time in
my term, let me say what a privilege and
blessing it’s been to serve you. I now leave
you in the most capable hands of my Co-
moderator Beverly Jones. God’s grace and
peace be with you all!

—In His Love,
Becky Hesson-Smith Due to the

uncertainty

of what gathering

restrictions will still

be in place for May,

Men’s Fellowship

Dinner will be post-

poned until fall 2020,

at which time the

situation will be

reassessed.

We look forward

to meeting again

in the future.

 Men’s
Fellowship

Dinner
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David Ramsey records a scripture read-
ing for the April 19 worship service.

closer to those viewing the sermon
on a screen. The two banners have
been hung from the ceiling so they
are visible during the broadcast. For
Easter, a sea of lilies added beauty to
the monitor.

Philip said, “I would’ve thought
you were crazy if you had told me
two months ago I would be editing
audio and video weekly and record-
ing vocal tracks in my closet at home
so that Jeff can play them back over
a YouTube live stream on Sunday
mornings. All while everyone stays
at home, worshiping together in
spirit in front of their computers,
smart phones, tablets and TV
screens.”

Like the congregation, Philip
was looking forward heading into
Holy Week, with big plans for wor-
ship and programming. “And then
we were forced in the middle of
March to figure out how to do all of
this without meeting in person,” he
said.

He added, “During the services,
if you hear me singing when I’m not
on the screen with a mic in my hand,
it’s something I recorded at home,
and Jeff is playing it back over the
live stream.  When I’m not on cam-
era, I am in the sound booth in the
back of Fellowship Hall.”

He continued, “Once all the mul-
timedia is prepared and ready to go,
it is sent to Jeff, who loads it into
software on his MacBook. On Sun-
day morning, Jeff is responsible for
making the livestream happen. He
captures video from the camera and
the audio feed from the Fellowship
Hall soundboard, mixes the audio,
uses software to combine the video
and audio, and streams it to
YouTube.”

Sitting at the front of the church,
Jeff monitors the live stream on one
screen.  On another screen he moni-
tors the picture and audio, combin-
ing them for YouTube. And he listens
with headphones to what’s coming
through the microphones, by way
of a box sitting on a stand next to
him.

“Then you see all those things
happen on your screen at home,”
Philip said. “That’s in addition to
other roles and responsibilities that
have gone into the service, includ-
ing worship planning, sermon writ-
ing, practicing music, bulletin
preparation, and other normal
weekly tasks.”

Philip figures that things are dif-
ferent for Bobby during these remote
broadcasts. He stands before the cam-
era without a congregation to preach
to. “He’s done an amazing job of
shifting gears and keeping energy
alive in worship,” Philip said.

It’s different for Philip, too. “With
no choir or ensemble, we’ve had to
get creative.  When the reality started
to sink in that we would be doing
this for a while, I had to stop and
think: How do we do music minis-
try during this time? The answer: It’s
either streamed live during worship
or it is pre-recorded.”

With reality setting in, Philip
early on took home from his church
office all the professional recording
equipment he would need. He has
been working in what he describes
as the Smiths’ “home-office-record-
ing-studio-bedroom.” He found that
a closet makes a great place for re-
cording—well insulated and prob-
ably the most sound-proof space in
his home.

What’s it like to livestream a wor-
ship service in an empty hall? “It’s
truly strange to be having worship
with just six of us in an otherwise
empty space, knowing that there are
400 to 500 people on the other end
of that broadcast. It’s like having
worship in a TV studio with wires
and cables everywhere and only nec-
essary personnel allowed, but who
must remain six feet apart.”

He added, “I miss everyone, and
a piece of my soul has been missing.
I know many of us feel the same. I
miss choir and handbells and mak-
ing music with all of our people.  I
miss singing hymns with the con-
gregation and organ.  I miss all the
kids and the energy of LOGOS on
Wednesdays.  I miss sitting in the
same room with staff for our weekly
meetings. There are a lot of things I
will never again take for granted.”

—Marty Curtis

For more coverage, turn the page...

Nicholas Brainard tapes music
for the offertory portion of a
worship service.
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Penny Leone, RN
Parish Nurse

penny@fpcgeorgetown.org

Healing: It takes time….
As I write this article, COVID-19 remains
in the news and in most people’s conver-
sations. There is a hope that soon our
nation will be in a place to open busi-
nesses, churches and parks. It has taken
more time than most hoped. Maybe you
haven’t been affected physically but you
have been affected in some way—finan-
cially, emotionally, spiritually. Hopefully,
some of the affects were good: You had a
chance to slow down, reconnect with fam-
ily and friends or make new friends
through calls, emails and letters; feel
healthier because you had time to exer-
cise; read more or do crafts or puzzles; or
watch movies you’d wanted to see. The
thing is, even with all of the “good
things,” you have been wounded: You
were lonely, wanted hugs, missed the
faces and personal greetings of your
church family, struggled with technology,
were disappointed over missing wed-
dings, graduations and funerals, or had
conflict with your loved ones. The truth
is God made us to be in relationship and
it hurts when we can’t be.

Points from Parish Nurse Penny

“Becoming More Aware
of the Threats Will Keep
You Safer” is the topic
for the Senior Seminar
on Thursday, May 21. It
will be held “virtually”
at 10 a.m.

Register at Seniors
LivingSmarter.com/
seminar, or call 512-818-
0988 to be invited to the
ZOOM webinar.

RightPath is coming to FPC on Thurs-
day, May 28! RightPath (formerly
HealthScreens) is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that has visited FPC many times to
provide ultrasound and doppler screen-
ings to detect various diseases. Their staff
is professional, friendly and gives you the
quality report at the end of your appoint-
ment. By participating, you can find out
if you are at INCREASED RISK for stroke,
aneurysm, osteoporosis, diabetes, heart
disease and many cancers. The 11 tests are
screening of the: liver, kidney, gallblad-
der, pancreas, spleen, heart, thyroid, legs,
abdominal aorta for  conditions such as
abdominal aneurysm, atrial fibrillation,
stroke screening, peripheral arterial dis-
ease, abnormalities and growths. All 11

The reality is that it is a broken world.
God knows that and all through the Bible
that truth is not sugarcoated! What can
we do to heal from this? It will take time
– just as healing from physical illness
requires time. So be patient with the pro-
cess! God doesn’t expect you to do this
on your own. First, take a moment to re-
ally recognize your hurts. Secondly, take
medication—not the kind in pills, alco-
hol, distraction or busyness. It will take
the medication of being honest with God
about your feelings, desperation, hurts,
worries, fears and your situation. And if
He feels far away and unreachable, try
talking with a Christian friend (Holy
Spirit with skin on). There is grace in
speaking out loud your thoughts, cares,
worries. I have a friend who is right when
she says, “The bad stuff inside your head
stays bad stuff, but when you speak it out,
healing begins.” Trust in the process and
know that God will heal the wounds you
give to him. Did you hear that? He will
heal the wounds you give him. Give them
to Him. The God of the Universe wants a
real relationship with you.

tests cost $200. The tests may be available
in smaller packages or individually. Space
is limited so call 1-800-770-0240 to ask
questions or to schedule your appoint-
ment. Their website is www.rightpath
screening.org

Schedule your health screening for May 28

Senior Seminar
goes virtual

in May
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Broadcasting the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services from the Sanctuary would
present problems, Philip Smith and Jeff Pratt learned after the first livestream of wor-
ship on March 15, with Dr. Tom Currie preaching in the Sanctuary.

“The audio wasn’t great. We have more flexibility and better sound in Fellowship
Hall. Livestreaming those two services from the Sanctuary would have required a mas-
sive amount of work to take down all the equipment in Fellowship Hall—which we
leave in place from week to week—and then set it up again.” 

Instead of a livestream, Philip said he pre-recorded—with an iPhone and a single
microphone on a stand—all of the Sanctuary video and audio for Maundy Thursday
and Good Friday services. “Some of the music I recorded at home. Then I edited and
compiled all of the videos to create those services, which were broadcast at the appropri-
ate times: 7:30 p.m. April 9, and 12 noon on April 10.” 

Why services in the Sanctuary were pre-recorded

Philip Smith
Music Director

Susan Isenhour
Associate Music Director
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vided a low-cost loan to help with the pur-
chase.  The first grant to help pay down
the loan was made by the Georgetown
Health Foundation. Habitat feels fortunate
to have a lender and local foundation be-
lieve in its vision for this property.

In a recent six-week period, Habitat
staff met with:
 Community partners to understand how
building townhomes or multi-family hous-
ing could benefit future homeowners
 City staff on building code, the vision to
help as many families as possible, and
funding opportunities to prepare this land
for construction and design house plans 
 An architect on land use and house de-
sign

Official fundraising for house construc-
tion has not started yet. There are still steps
to take before the first nail goes in!. ”This
will be an exciting journey for Habitat
Williamson County for the next few years
as we see this property transform into
many many homes filled with amazing
families,” according to Debbie Hoffman, Ex-
ecutive Director.

Before the coronavirus hit, Habitat vol-
unteers and groups were working on a
new home on Marshall Street in Taylor.
Contractors finished the rough electrical
and heating/air conditioning, and nearly
completed the rough plumbing. Volun-
teers were installing siding and starting
to paint the exterior of the house.

Since volunteers can’t now be kept safe
on the worksite, one to three staff mem-
bers—with proper safety gear and prac-
ticing social distancing—will move this
project forward. Habitat staff will insu-
late the house, and drywall contractors
will go in and do their work.

Repair projects
Sixteen repair projects have been com-
pleted in Georgetown and throughout the
county in the past few months, and 22
other projects are in process. Although
volunteer-led repair work has stopped,
Habitat still receivies inquiries about the
program and is accepting applications.

New multi-family site
Habitat has bought a large lot near 21st

Street just off of South Austin Avenue in
Georgetown. This was possible thanks to
a generous, long-time supporter who pro-

Habitat for Humanity still at work building
During the COVID-19 crisis:

Habitat house construction in Taylor

The Georgetown & Round Rock
ReStores have been closed
for shopping and are NOT

accepting donations of items.
Please do not drop off or leave

those items at either of our ReStore
locations. If you are able, we would

greatly appreciate your holding those
items until we resume normal opera-

tions. We will need them to keep
our ReStores stocked for future sales.

ReStore sales support the work we
are doing in Williamson County

to help more families build strength
and stability through

affordable homeownership.

Habitat
volunteer

opportunities
that don’t

involve use
of a hammer:

Future Homeowner
Services: Mentoring a
family; family selec-
tion; & classroom
teacher

Office & Administra-
tion: Office help in
Georgetown; serve as a
committee member; &
provide professional
services

General Support:
Construction site
lunch provider &
advocacy

ReStores in George-
town & Round Rock:
Customer service &
sales; greeters; accept
ing & sorting donations;
stocking displays;
donation pick-ups; &
recycling

For more informa-
tion on volunteer
activities, contact
Robert Cravens,
FPC’s Habitat

Mission Advocate

Practicing social distancing, three Habitat for
Humanity Williamson County staff members
in front of the house going up in Taylor: from
left, Ella Johnson, Georgetown ReStore Man-
ager; Scott Thompson, ReStore Director; and
Rodney Vasquez, ReStore Donation Driver.
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As Office Manager, Christina Bondesen
has been keeping normal church office
hours since March 25, but from a home
office four days a week: in her daughter’s
bedroom. (Daughter Rachel stayed in Ore-
gon and is doing school online there.)

Christina goes to the church each Fri-
day morning “to work, check mail, make
sure I everything needed for the online
bulletin, and to assemble and mail pack-
ets for 16 congregation members without
access to a computer. The packets contain
a booklet form of the upcoming Sunday
bulletin, copies of the previous Sunday’s
sermon, and the daily devotionals that
were emailed during the week.”

She is available by email or cell phone
(512-948-5417) Monday-Thursday.

“The first couple of weeks were hard.
Things seemed to change each week,” she
said. “Now I have a routine that’s as close
as possible to my normal work schedule.
Of course, there isn’t as much work to do
from home, so I fill the time with other
activities while still being available to the
congregation. I miss my co-workers and
seeing all the people who come in and out
of the office daily, but this time has given
me the opportunity to slow down and
de-stress from the regular work week.” 

“Commuting” from home to her home
office four days a week is much quicker
since the two are separated by only a floor.

While the church office is closed, work goes on

“So my lunch break is longer and less
hectic.” She also spends more time with
family since son Nicholas and husband
Bob are home most of the time. They’ve
enjoyed meals together and planning
menus. “I’m more motivated to cook and,
believe it or not, I’ve lost eight pounds!”

Christina said she feels blessed “to have
an essential job and money reserves so we
are not dealing with what most are these
days. I am thankful not to have to worry
about bills and praise God daily that, at
least for now, we are well.”

Financial Secretary Sue Bell said church
members continue to give tithes and of-
ferings via the church web page or by
sending their checks through the mail.

“Some have given online,” she said,
”but for the most part they are mailing
their checks.” She said a few members have
signed up for direct deposit, so their tithe
can be drafted from their bank account.

The church is pretty much deserted
and quiet when she goes in on Monday
mornings, except for Mike Carson, who
does a walk-through of the buildings
daily to check on maintenance issues.

Sue said the quiet atmosphere is con-
ducive to getting work done.

The process of cutting checks is a little
more cumbersome during this period.
When a bill or invoice comes to her, she
now has to scan it and email it to the
appropriate person or committee for
approval before it is emailed back to her
for payment. Treasurer Tim Smith has
been coming in while she is there to sign
checks that she initiated the week before.

Sue said the One Great Hour of Shar-
ing offering this year has not been what
it was in previous years, but there is still
time for people to give to that offering.
They can do so via the church web page,
by choosing OGHS, or by mailing a check
to the church office.

Financial Secretary Sue
Bell and Treasurer Tim
Smith worked on an
application by FPC for
funds under the Payroll
Protection Program estab-
lished by the CARES Act
and implemented by the
Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA).
   “The funds were exhaust-
ed before our application
could be considered by the
SBA,” Tim said. “Our
application remains in the
queue at First Texas Bank
should Congress appropri-
ate additional funding for
that program.”

The Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Economic
Security Act, or CARES
Act, was signed into law
March 27. The Payroll
Protection Program pro-
vides small businesses with
funds to pay up to eight
weeks of payroll costs
including benefits. Funds
can also be used to pay
interest on mortgages, rent
and utilities.

A funding package to
replenish the small-business
assistance program was
approved by Congress April
23 and sent to the President
to sign.

...bulletins, packets for mailing are prepared

Applying under
the CARES Act
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M I S S I O N

Since situations are
rapidly evolving during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
you can stay up to date

on The Caring Place
by following it on

Facebook. 
You can also sign up

for its electronic
newsletter at www.
caringplacetx.org/

newsletter.

Austin-based I Live Here I Give Here col-
lects funds for philanthropic needs in Cen-
tral Texas. It has designated May 5 this
year’s Giving Tuesday Now, an event that
supports organizations, such as The Car-
ing Place, responding to COVID-19 needs.

With its thrift stores closed, The Car-
ing Place is losing an estimated $37,500 a
week through Williamson County’s shel-
ter-in-place period. Giving Tuesday Now will
help the nonprofit receive critical funds it
needs to operate and provide services for
the community.

A similar event by I Live Here I Give Here
raised $60,000 for The Caring Place ear-
lier this year through the March 5-6 Am-
plify Austin event.

“During COVID-19 the need is great,”
said Jill Nalley, communications manager

for The Caring Place. “The actions our
community takes today in terms of giving
will impact the future of our community
and the future of The Caring Place.”

Giving Tuesday Now will offer virtual
volunteer opportunities, peer-to-peer
fundraising and acts-of-generosity as so-
cial media challenges. The challenges will
encourage people to show their generos-
ity in a variety of ways, such as writing
notes to nursing home residents, chalk-
ing their driveway with a positive mes-
sage for neighbors or helping fulfill a
nonprofit wishlist by ordering supplies.

For more about the May 5 Giving Tues-
day Now, visit ilivehereigivehere.org/
givingtuesdaynow, and follow I Live Here
I Give Here on social media for updates.

Giving Tuesday Now set for May 5

While Mission Sewing practices social dis-
tancing, our members are busy at home
with various handicraft projects. Several
members are sewing face masks for fam-
ily, friends and the Williamson County
Mask Brigade. Those of us with less tal-
ent on a sewing machine continue to knit
and crochet baby blankets for Christ Child
Society and hats for The Caring Place.

Stuffed animals with blankets and
books are being prepared for delivery to
the Williamson County Advocacy Center
when gathering restrictions are lifted.

In early March a special donation from
Mission Sewing—seven weighted blan-
kets and four fleece blankets—was deliv-
ered by Judy Willett to a group at the Pres-
byterian Children’s Homes and Services
in Waxahachie.

As always, the goal of Mission Sew-
ing is to provide warmth and comfort to
others through the giving of hand-crafted
items made with fabric or yarn. We con-
tinue to support the church and the com-
munity during this stressful time.

—Kathy Jones

Sewing group stays busy
at home, social distancing

Mission Sewing’s Lenice
Smithwick crocheted five
blankets for stuffed ani-
mals in March and April to
donate to the Williamson
County Children’s Advo-
cacy Center.

Disasters such as tornadoes and floods
haven’t stopped during a pandemic that
saw Presbyterian Church (U.S.A,) issue a
churchwide domestic travel ban and so-
cial distancing policy. Instead of deploy-
ing to sites where disasters have hit,
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is
finding ways to respond from afar, using
cell phones and video conferencing to as-
sess what is happening and respond.

Working from home, instead of meet-
ing people and relationship-building that
occurs during live deployments, staff is
assembling lists of resources and Power
Point presentations.

Some PDA training, such as resilience
training in Puerto Rico, is now online as
a webinar. The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency has also requested such
webinars on how to recognize signs of
stress surrounding COVID-19 and keys to
building resilience.

For more information on PCUSA’s re-
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic, go
to: https://pda.pcusa.org/.

PCUSA disaster assistance
goes on—but now from afar



The coronavirus has certainly derailed
much of life’s rhythms, but one particular
and meaningful event for our church is
our Graduating Senior Recognition Sun-
day and Reception. This is usually a joy-
ful time to see our graduating high school
seniors and celebrate this milestone in their
lives. But we don’t get to do that in per-
son this time. And that is disappointing
to our seniors, to their parents and to the
whole church. But even in the midst of
shelter-in-place and social distancing, we
would not miss this chance to honor our
graduates! So we get creative.

I hope to “see” everyone at our live-
stream worship on Sunday, May 3, be-
cause we get to share our Senior Picture
Slideshow as a part of worship. After-
wards, the graduates and their families will
gather for a “virtual” reception when we
hope to share some cake and memories as
we wish our graduates well in the next
chapter of their lives. 

It will be different, and that in itself will
be memorable for these students. And
rather than simply letting this challeng-
ing time stop us from reaching out to share
the love of Christ with these children who
we watched grow up, we choose to ex-
tend the unbounded arms of God’s Church
to remind them that they are loved. I want
to finish with an encouraging poem by
John Whittier that is relevant for this par-
ticular time in all our lives right now, but
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Lynn Azuma

Anne & Robert Gowdy

Couple

Middle column: Church members
participated, via video, in the
Maundy Thursday Tenebrae service.

We had virtual communion
in our homes via YouTube

Beverly Jones

The Lovejoys

Brainard / Bradford

Below, Jenny Carswell’s email to
Pastor Bobby after he told church
staff they would be meeting via
Zoom. (Incidentally, Bobby says
Jenny has been great about learning
how to use Zoom!)

We spent April
at home but were
connected to FPC

"I was just thinking I should give all
you young folks an idea of what I am
up against with all this technology
stuff. Imagine being dropped off some-
where in the middle of Russia. There
is no one around to ask and you don't
know the language. That is pretty
much how technology is for me except
for the few things I do know about. I
do have people to ask, of course, and
everyone has been very willing to help,
but I don't want to take up too much
of their time. I am determined to per-
severe and that will give me one more
skill. I really do need a grandchild
living next door to me!"

Dennis & Terri Boroczk

Bobby, Michelle
& Leo

Pastor Bobby reported that he and his family were all doing well during
the stay-home, stay-safe order. “To be honest, when I think about what
this virus outbreak has taken away, the main things I notice are that
busyness, errands, commutes and a general sense that I should be some-
where else/doing something more—those have all either been taken away
or diminished a great deal. In that sense, this time period has been a
respite, even a gift. It allows me to focus on what I consider more mean-
ingful things, like being in the moment with family and God's creation—
and doing my writing/reading with more intentionality and energy. That
feels strange, of course, because for so many this is a very trying time.”

Dennis & Terri Boroczk
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Honoring our high school seniors

Don’t Quit
by John Greenleaf Whittier

 
When things go wrong as they sometimes will,

When the road you’re trudging
seems all up hill,

When the funds are low and the debts are high
And you want to smile, but you have to sigh,

When care is pressing you down a bit,
Rest if you must, but don’t you quit.

Life is strange with its twists and turns
As every one of us sometimes learns

And many a failure comes about
When he might have won had he stuck it out;
Don’t give up though the pace seems slow—

You may succeed with another blow.
Success is failure turned inside out—
The silver tint of the clouds of doubt,

And you never can tell just how close you are,
It may be near when it seems so far;

So stick to the fight when you’re hardest hit—
It’s when things seem worst

that you must not quit.

also significant whenever we face chal-
lenges ahead. Christ didn’t quit on us. So
let’s not quit on ourselves.

—God bless,David Lee Hulsey

Inspirational messages in the
form of devotionals from FPC hit
our inboxes daily as Pastor
Bobby and church members sent
us uplifting messages of hope
and comfort while we stayed at
home and sheltered in place
during the coronavirus crisis.

FPC’s Seniors
(their colleges and majors):

Dan Arnold
Engineering

Vanderbilt University

Connor McClure
Communication Design/

Theatre
University of North Texas

Abby Staller
Speech-Language

Pathology/Audiology
University of North Texas

Alvin Gusman
Economics

Texas A&M University

Preston Perkins
Marine Transportation
Texas A&M Galveston

Maritime Academy

Seth Basey
plans to stay in the

Austin area and go into
the plumbing trade.
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As Office Manager, Christina Bondesen
has been keeping normal church office
hours since March 25, but from a home
office four days a week: in her daughter’s
bedroom. (Daughter Rachel stayed in Ore-
gon and is doing school online there.)

Christina goes to the church each Fri-
day morning “to work, check mail, make
sure I everything needed for the online
bulletin, and to assemble and mail pack-
ets for 16 congregation members without
access to a computer. The packets contain
a booklet form of the upcoming Sunday
bulletin, copies of the previous Sunday’s
sermon, and the daily devotionals that
were emailed during the week.”

She is available by email or cell phone
(512-948-5417) Monday-Thursday.

“The first couple of weeks were hard.
Things seemed to change each week,” she
said. “Now I have a routine that’s as close
as possible to my normal work schedule.
Of course, there isn’t as much work to do
from home, so I fill the time with other
activities while still being available to the
congregation. I miss my co-workers and
seeing all the people who come in and out
of the office daily, but this time has given
me the opportunity to slow down and
de-stress from the regular work week.” 

“Commuting” from home to her home
office four days a week is much quicker
since the two are separated by only a floor.

While the church office is closed, work goes on

“So my lunch break is longer and less
hectic.” She also spends more time with
family since son Nicholas and husband
Bob are home most of the time. They’ve
enjoyed meals together and planning
menus. “I’m more motivated to cook and,
believe it or not, I’ve lost eight pounds!”

Christina said she feels blessed “to have
an essential job and money reserves so we
are not dealing with what most are these
days. I am thankful not to have to worry
about bills and praise God daily that, at
least for now, we are well.”

Financial Secretary Sue Bell said church
members continue to give tithes and of-
ferings via the church web page or by
sending their checks through the mail.

“Some have given online,” she said,
”but for the most part they are mailing
their checks.” She said a few members have
signed up for direct deposit, so their tithe
can be drafted from their bank account.

The church is pretty much deserted
and quiet when she goes in on Monday
mornings, except for Mike Carson, who
does a walk-through of the buildings
daily to check on maintenance issues.

Sue said the quiet atmosphere is con-
ducive to getting work done.

The process of cutting checks is a little
more cumbersome during this period.
When a bill or invoice comes to her, she
now has to scan it and email it to the
appropriate person or committee for
approval before it is emailed back to her
for payment. Treasurer Tim Smith has
been coming in while she is there to sign
checks that she initiated the week before.

Sue said the One Great Hour of Shar-
ing offering this year has not been what
it was in previous years, but there is still
time for people to give to that offering.
They can do so via the church web page,
by choosing OGHS, or by mailing a check
to the church office.

Financial Secretary Sue
Bell and Treasurer Tim
Smith worked on an
application by FPC for
funds under the Payroll
Protection Program estab-
lished by the CARES Act
and implemented by the
Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA).
   “The funds were exhaust-
ed before our application
could be considered by the
SBA,” Tim said. “Our
application remains in the
queue at First Texas Bank
should Congress appropri-
ate additional funding for
that program.”

The Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Economic
Security Act, or CARES
Act, was signed into law
March 27. The Payroll
Protection Program pro-
vides small businesses with
funds to pay up to eight
weeks of payroll costs
including benefits. Funds
can also be used to pay
interest on mortgages, rent
and utilities.

A funding package to
replenish the small-business
assistance program was
approved by Congress April
23 and sent to the President
to sign.

...bulletins, packets for mailing are prepared

Applying under
the CARES Act
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Since situations are
rapidly evolving during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
you can stay up to date

on The Caring Place
by following it on

Facebook. 
You can also sign up

for its electronic
newsletter at www.
caringplacetx.org/

newsletter.

Austin-based I Live Here I Give Here col-
lects funds for philanthropic needs in Cen-
tral Texas. It has designated May 5 this
year’s Giving Tuesday Now, an event that
supports organizations, such as The Car-
ing Place, responding to COVID-19 needs.

With its thrift stores closed, The Car-
ing Place is losing an estimated $37,500 a
week through Williamson County’s shel-
ter-in-place period. Giving Tuesday Now will
help the nonprofit receive critical funds it
needs to operate and provide services for
the community.

A similar event by I Live Here I Give Here
raised $60,000 for The Caring Place ear-
lier this year through the March 5-6 Am-
plify Austin event.

“During COVID-19 the need is great,”
said Jill Nalley, communications manager

for The Caring Place. “The actions our
community takes today in terms of giving
will impact the future of our community
and the future of The Caring Place.”

Giving Tuesday Now will offer virtual
volunteer opportunities, peer-to-peer
fundraising and acts-of-generosity as so-
cial media challenges. The challenges will
encourage people to show their generos-
ity in a variety of ways, such as writing
notes to nursing home residents, chalk-
ing their driveway with a positive mes-
sage for neighbors or helping fulfill a
nonprofit wishlist by ordering supplies.

For more about the May 5 Giving Tues-
day Now, visit ilivehereigivehere.org/
givingtuesdaynow, and follow I Live Here
I Give Here on social media for updates.

Giving Tuesday Now set for May 5

While Mission Sewing practices social dis-
tancing, our members are busy at home
with various handicraft projects. Several
members are sewing face masks for fam-
ily, friends and the Williamson County
Mask Brigade. Those of us with less tal-
ent on a sewing machine continue to knit
and crochet baby blankets for Christ Child
Society and hats for The Caring Place.

Stuffed animals with blankets and
books are being prepared for delivery to
the Williamson County Advocacy Center
when gathering restrictions are lifted.

In early March a special donation from
Mission Sewing—seven weighted blan-
kets and four fleece blankets—was deliv-
ered by Judy Willett to a group at the Pres-
byterian Children’s Homes and Services
in Waxahachie.

As always, the goal of Mission Sew-
ing is to provide warmth and comfort to
others through the giving of hand-crafted
items made with fabric or yarn. We con-
tinue to support the church and the com-
munity during this stressful time.

—Kathy Jones

Sewing group stays busy
at home, social distancing

Mission Sewing’s Lenice
Smithwick crocheted five
blankets for stuffed ani-
mals in March and April to
donate to the Williamson
County Children’s Advo-
cacy Center.

Disasters such as tornadoes and floods
haven’t stopped during a pandemic that
saw Presbyterian Church (U.S.A,) issue a
churchwide domestic travel ban and so-
cial distancing policy. Instead of deploy-
ing to sites where disasters have hit,
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is
finding ways to respond from afar, using
cell phones and video conferencing to as-
sess what is happening and respond.

Working from home, instead of meet-
ing people and relationship-building that
occurs during live deployments, staff is
assembling lists of resources and Power
Point presentations.

Some PDA training, such as resilience
training in Puerto Rico, is now online as
a webinar. The Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency has also requested such
webinars on how to recognize signs of
stress surrounding COVID-19 and keys to
building resilience.

For more information on PCUSA’s re-
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic, go
to: https://pda.pcusa.org/.

PCUSA disaster assistance
goes on—but now from afar
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Broadcasting the Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services from the Sanctuary would
present problems, Philip Smith and Jeff Pratt learned after the first livestream of wor-
ship on March 15, with Dr. Tom Currie preaching in the Sanctuary.

“The audio wasn’t great. We have more flexibility and better sound in Fellowship
Hall. Livestreaming those two services from the Sanctuary would have required a mas-
sive amount of work to take down all the equipment in Fellowship Hall—which we
leave in place from week to week—and then set it up again.” 

Instead of a livestream, Philip said he pre-recorded—with an iPhone and a single
microphone on a stand—all of the Sanctuary video and audio for Maundy Thursday
and Good Friday services. “Some of the music I recorded at home. Then I edited and
compiled all of the videos to create those services, which were broadcast at the appropri-
ate times: 7:30 p.m. April 9, and 12 noon on April 10.” 

Why services in the Sanctuary were pre-recorded

Philip Smith
Music Director

Susan Isenhour
Associate Music Director
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vided a low-cost loan to help with the pur-
chase.  The first grant to help pay down
the loan was made by the Georgetown
Health Foundation. Habitat feels fortunate
to have a lender and local foundation be-
lieve in its vision for this property.

In a recent six-week period, Habitat
staff met with:
 Community partners to understand how
building townhomes or multi-family hous-
ing could benefit future homeowners
 City staff on building code, the vision to
help as many families as possible, and
funding opportunities to prepare this land
for construction and design house plans 
 An architect on land use and house de-
sign

Official fundraising for house construc-
tion has not started yet. There are still steps
to take before the first nail goes in!. ”This
will be an exciting journey for Habitat
Williamson County for the next few years
as we see this property transform into
many many homes filled with amazing
families,” according to Debbie Hoffman, Ex-
ecutive Director.

Before the coronavirus hit, Habitat vol-
unteers and groups were working on a
new home on Marshall Street in Taylor.
Contractors finished the rough electrical
and heating/air conditioning, and nearly
completed the rough plumbing. Volun-
teers were installing siding and starting
to paint the exterior of the house.

Since volunteers can’t now be kept safe
on the worksite, one to three staff mem-
bers—with proper safety gear and prac-
ticing social distancing—will move this
project forward. Habitat staff will insu-
late the house, and drywall contractors
will go in and do their work.

Repair projects
Sixteen repair projects have been com-
pleted in Georgetown and throughout the
county in the past few months, and 22
other projects are in process. Although
volunteer-led repair work has stopped,
Habitat still receivies inquiries about the
program and is accepting applications.

New multi-family site
Habitat has bought a large lot near 21st

Street just off of South Austin Avenue in
Georgetown. This was possible thanks to
a generous, long-time supporter who pro-

Habitat for Humanity still at work building
During the COVID-19 crisis:

Habitat house construction in Taylor

The Georgetown & Round Rock
ReStores have been closed
for shopping and are NOT

accepting donations of items.
Please do not drop off or leave

those items at either of our ReStore
locations. If you are able, we would

greatly appreciate your holding those
items until we resume normal opera-

tions. We will need them to keep
our ReStores stocked for future sales.

ReStore sales support the work we
are doing in Williamson County

to help more families build strength
and stability through

affordable homeownership.

Habitat
volunteer

opportunities
that don’t

involve use
of a hammer:

Future Homeowner
Services: Mentoring a
family; family selec-
tion; & classroom
teacher

Office & Administra-
tion: Office help in
Georgetown; serve as a
committee member; &
provide professional
services

General Support:
Construction site
lunch provider &
advocacy

ReStores in George-
town & Round Rock:
Customer service &
sales; greeters; accept
ing & sorting donations;
stocking displays;
donation pick-ups; &
recycling

For more informa-
tion on volunteer
activities, contact
Robert Cravens,
FPC’s Habitat

Mission Advocate

Practicing social distancing, three Habitat for
Humanity Williamson County staff members
in front of the house going up in Taylor: from
left, Ella Johnson, Georgetown ReStore Man-
ager; Scott Thompson, ReStore Director; and
Rodney Vasquez, ReStore Donation Driver.
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David Ramsey records a scripture read-
ing for the April 19 worship service.

closer to those viewing the sermon
on a screen. The two banners have
been hung from the ceiling so they
are visible during the broadcast. For
Easter, a sea of lilies added beauty to
the monitor.

Philip said, “I would’ve thought
you were crazy if you had told me
two months ago I would be editing
audio and video weekly and record-
ing vocal tracks in my closet at home
so that Jeff can play them back over
a YouTube live stream on Sunday
mornings. All while everyone stays
at home, worshiping together in
spirit in front of their computers,
smart phones, tablets and TV
screens.”

Like the congregation, Philip
was looking forward heading into
Holy Week, with big plans for wor-
ship and programming. “And then
we were forced in the middle of
March to figure out how to do all of
this without meeting in person,” he
said.

He added, “During the services,
if you hear me singing when I’m not
on the screen with a mic in my hand,
it’s something I recorded at home,
and Jeff is playing it back over the
live stream.  When I’m not on cam-
era, I am in the sound booth in the
back of Fellowship Hall.”

He continued, “Once all the mul-
timedia is prepared and ready to go,
it is sent to Jeff, who loads it into
software on his MacBook. On Sun-
day morning, Jeff is responsible for
making the livestream happen. He
captures video from the camera and
the audio feed from the Fellowship
Hall soundboard, mixes the audio,
uses software to combine the video
and audio, and streams it to
YouTube.”

Sitting at the front of the church,
Jeff monitors the live stream on one
screen.  On another screen he moni-
tors the picture and audio, combin-
ing them for YouTube. And he listens
with headphones to what’s coming
through the microphones, by way
of a box sitting on a stand next to
him.

“Then you see all those things
happen on your screen at home,”
Philip said. “That’s in addition to
other roles and responsibilities that
have gone into the service, includ-
ing worship planning, sermon writ-
ing, practicing music, bulletin
preparation, and other normal
weekly tasks.”

Philip figures that things are dif-
ferent for Bobby during these remote
broadcasts. He stands before the cam-
era without a congregation to preach
to. “He’s done an amazing job of
shifting gears and keeping energy
alive in worship,” Philip said.

It’s different for Philip, too. “With
no choir or ensemble, we’ve had to
get creative.  When the reality started
to sink in that we would be doing
this for a while, I had to stop and
think: How do we do music minis-
try during this time? The answer: It’s
either streamed live during worship
or it is pre-recorded.”

With reality setting in, Philip
early on took home from his church
office all the professional recording
equipment he would need. He has
been working in what he describes
as the Smiths’ “home-office-record-
ing-studio-bedroom.” He found that
a closet makes a great place for re-
cording—well insulated and prob-
ably the most sound-proof space in
his home.

What’s it like to livestream a wor-
ship service in an empty hall? “It’s
truly strange to be having worship
with just six of us in an otherwise
empty space, knowing that there are
400 to 500 people on the other end
of that broadcast. It’s like having
worship in a TV studio with wires
and cables everywhere and only nec-
essary personnel allowed, but who
must remain six feet apart.”

He added, “I miss everyone, and
a piece of my soul has been missing.
I know many of us feel the same. I
miss choir and handbells and mak-
ing music with all of our people.  I
miss singing hymns with the con-
gregation and organ.  I miss all the
kids and the energy of LOGOS on
Wednesdays.  I miss sitting in the
same room with staff for our weekly
meetings. There are a lot of things I
will never again take for granted.”

—Marty Curtis

For more coverage, turn the page...

Nicholas Brainard tapes music
for the offertory portion of a
worship service.
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Penny Leone, RN
Parish Nurse

penny@fpcgeorgetown.org

Healing: It takes time….
As I write this article, COVID-19 remains
in the news and in most people’s conver-
sations. There is a hope that soon our
nation will be in a place to open busi-
nesses, churches and parks. It has taken
more time than most hoped. Maybe you
haven’t been affected physically but you
have been affected in some way—finan-
cially, emotionally, spiritually. Hopefully,
some of the affects were good: You had a
chance to slow down, reconnect with fam-
ily and friends or make new friends
through calls, emails and letters; feel
healthier because you had time to exer-
cise; read more or do crafts or puzzles; or
watch movies you’d wanted to see. The
thing is, even with all of the “good
things,” you have been wounded: You
were lonely, wanted hugs, missed the
faces and personal greetings of your
church family, struggled with technology,
were disappointed over missing wed-
dings, graduations and funerals, or had
conflict with your loved ones. The truth
is God made us to be in relationship and
it hurts when we can’t be.

Points from Parish Nurse Penny

“Becoming More Aware
of the Threats Will Keep
You Safer” is the topic
for the Senior Seminar
on Thursday, May 21. It
will be held “virtually”
at 10 a.m.

Register at Seniors
LivingSmarter.com/
seminar, or call 512-818-
0988 to be invited to the
ZOOM webinar.

RightPath is coming to FPC on Thurs-
day, May 28! RightPath (formerly
HealthScreens) is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that has visited FPC many times to
provide ultrasound and doppler screen-
ings to detect various diseases. Their staff
is professional, friendly and gives you the
quality report at the end of your appoint-
ment. By participating, you can find out
if you are at INCREASED RISK for stroke,
aneurysm, osteoporosis, diabetes, heart
disease and many cancers. The 11 tests are
screening of the: liver, kidney, gallblad-
der, pancreas, spleen, heart, thyroid, legs,
abdominal aorta for  conditions such as
abdominal aneurysm, atrial fibrillation,
stroke screening, peripheral arterial dis-
ease, abnormalities and growths. All 11

The reality is that it is a broken world.
God knows that and all through the Bible
that truth is not sugarcoated! What can
we do to heal from this? It will take time
– just as healing from physical illness
requires time. So be patient with the pro-
cess! God doesn’t expect you to do this
on your own. First, take a moment to re-
ally recognize your hurts. Secondly, take
medication—not the kind in pills, alco-
hol, distraction or busyness. It will take
the medication of being honest with God
about your feelings, desperation, hurts,
worries, fears and your situation. And if
He feels far away and unreachable, try
talking with a Christian friend (Holy
Spirit with skin on). There is grace in
speaking out loud your thoughts, cares,
worries. I have a friend who is right when
she says, “The bad stuff inside your head
stays bad stuff, but when you speak it out,
healing begins.” Trust in the process and
know that God will heal the wounds you
give to him. Did you hear that? He will
heal the wounds you give him. Give them
to Him. The God of the Universe wants a
real relationship with you.

tests cost $200. The tests may be available
in smaller packages or individually. Space
is limited so call 1-800-770-0240 to ask
questions or to schedule your appoint-
ment. Their website is www.rightpath
screening.org

Schedule your health screening for May 28

Senior Seminar
goes virtual

in May
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Some of us, like Ruth Henning, had
company, her dog Chibi, while
participating in livestream worship
and communion in April. She says
Chibi enjoys watching TV with her.

odern technology perhaps
has never been put to use so
much by churches as it has

to communicate during the 2020
coronavirus pandemic, beginning
mid-March at First Presbyterian
Church.

Faced with county government
stay-at-home declarations, social dis-
tancing requirements and orders
banning gatherings of more than 10
people, FPC faced what many other
churches were confronted with this
spring: How can church members
continue to worship while isolating
at home during this crisis?

At our church, multiple efforts
have been made to stay connected
with the congregation through live-
stream of worship services over the
internet—including virtual com-
munion—podcasts, emails, letters
sent through the postal service, tele-
phone calls, Facebook, various tith-
ing and giving options, Zoom
teleconferencing for staff and com-
mittee meetings, and even the tradi-
tional ordering of Easter lilies.

How FPC uses technology to worship,
stay connected during COVID-19 crisis

M
Pastor Bobby is impressed with

how staff member Philip Smith,
Music Director, and church member/
computer guru Jeff Pratt have used
technology to stream worship ser-
vices into homes of members since
Sunday, March 15. Jeff’s background
is computer services, and he runs a
team at Amazon Web Services, which
provides cloud services around the
world to help users build sophisti-
cated computer applications. Lately,
he has spent so much time at church
that he could be mistaken for a part-
time staff member.

The marshaling of technology
and use of creativity for the live-
streams have been a group effort in-
volving others. Other important
contributors are staff members
Monica Koenig, Pianist; Jaime
Cowan, Communications Director;
and Susan Isenhour, newly named
Associate Music Director. Office
Manager Christina Bondesen con-
tinues to prepare the weekly online
bulletin for the service that includes
copies of the hymns for the members
to sing.

Jaime creates the slideshows
shown during worship, while Su-
san has been responsible for “still”
graphics—images seen on monitors
and those accompanying prere-
corded audio. Jaime also emails the
daily devotionals.

Pastor Bobby said, “What they
are pulling off each week, three times
during Easter week, and in two dif-
ferent worship areas, is what one
would normally expect only a much
larger church would be capable of
doing. It’s really remarkable how
professional this effort is, and with
equipment that wasn’t made for such
a use.”

He added, “We are very blessed
to have access to the technology and
the people with skills needed to make
it happen and keep us connected.
 Many churches are struggling to
figure out what to do.”

The chancel area in Fellowship
Hall has been reconfigured for the
livesteams. The communion table
was moved there, behind Pastor
Bobby, who preaches from a wooden
podium instead of the pulpit. This
brings him closer to the camera, and

Jeff Pratt (front) and Philip Smith get
ready for the April 19 livestream from
the Worship Center-Fellowship Hall.

F I R S T   W O R D 15

Greetings, my dear ladies! I hope this finds
you all well. I am still missing getting to
see you very much! I heard that some of
our circles are meeting through Zoom,
and I think that’s an awesome way to stay
in touch! But you can also reach out by
phone or email to keep in touch with your
circle members. The PW board will most
likely be meeting via Zoom to close out
our year before the end of May. Your circle
leader will be contacting you to confirm
your order for next year’s PW bible study
book, and confirm your information for
the new 2020-21 PW directory.

I also want you to know the work of
our planning committee continues for

F E L L O W S H I P

PW continues planning for fall gathering,
gets ready for a new Horizons Bible study

our hosting of the Austin Fall Cluster
Gathering. Make sure you save the date
for Saturday, September 12. Be looking for
more news on that during the summer. I
think it’s a joy to have something to look
forward to.

As I address you for the last time in
my term, let me say what a privilege and
blessing it’s been to serve you. I now leave
you in the most capable hands of my Co-
moderator Beverly Jones. God’s grace and
peace be with you all!

—In His Love,
Becky Hesson-Smith Due to the

uncertainty

of what gathering

restrictions will still

be in place for May,

Men’s Fellowship

Dinner will be post-

poned until fall 2020,

at which time the

situation will be

reassessed.

We look forward

to meeting again

in the future.

 Men’s
Fellowship

Dinner
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These words from Paul, Philippians 1:2-
11, keep running through my head every
time I think of you, my church family.

“May the grace and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

I thank my God every time I mention you in my
prayers. I’m thankful for all of you every time I
pray, and it’s always a prayer full of joy. I’m
glad because of the way you have been my part-
ners in the ministry of the gospel from the time
you first believed it until now.  I’m sure about
this: The one who started a good work in you
will stay with you to complete the job by the day
of Christ Jesus. I have good reason to think this
way about all of you because I keep you in my
heart. You are all my partners in God’s grace,
both during my time in prison and in the defense
and support of the gospel.  God is my witness
that I feel affection for all of you with the com-
passion of Christ Jesus.

This is my prayer: that your love might become
even more and more rich with knowledge and all
kinds of insight. I pray this so that you will be
able to decide what really matters and so you
will be sincere and blameless on the day of
Christ.  I pray that you will then be filled with
the fruit of righteousness, which comes from Jesus
Christ, in order to give glory and praise to God.”

In this time of not knowing what to plan
for tomorrow, I find great comfort in think-
ing about all of you and how you are
spreading the love of Christ and in know-
ing that ‘Christ surrounds us this night
and forever more.’ I long for the day when
we can give hugs again!!!

I want to thank our worship folks who
have done a fabulous job of bringing us
together in worship each week and refill-
ing our spirits. I want to thank the Sun-
day School teachers of adults who have
figured out how to have class through
Zoom. I want to thank all of you who have
made LOGOS “Sort of” Live happen. You
have brought familiar faces and joy into
our homes each week. I also want to thank
all of you clever friends on Facebook who
have found various ways to entertain us
and provide words of encouragement and
hope!

Our committees, staff and elders are busy
making plans for when we can be back
together again in person and how to stay
together virtually until then.

I hope you are taking advantage of all
the resources Jaime has posted on our
website. If you have questions please con-
tact me: I have a new office in my bedroom
where I can lock myself away from my 3-
year-old granddaughter. Robby and his
family have been living with us since last
September, so we are sheltering in place as
a family of six. Katy is finishing up her
chaplain residency at Seton. We don’t get
to have her over but we get to have lots of
Facetime.

—Joy Bedford, Education Director

from Joy

Vacation Bible
School

Our plan is to see when
we can gather safely and
then set a date. We are
in the process of order-
ing supplies “just in
case.”  

We will keep you
posted. If you have
questions give Joy a call,
512-868-7403.

We are planning on the retreat happening
in September at Mo-Ranch. We will begin
taking reservations May 1. Registration
forms will be sent out in the weekly email
and you will be able to find the form on
the church website, www.fpcgeorgetown.
org. You do not need to send any money
right now. We just need to know how
many rooms to reserve at Mo. If you have
not been to Mo-Ranch, visit the website at
https://www.moranch.org/ to see what a
fabulous place it is. Dr. Rigby from Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary will
lead our adult programming and worship.
If you need more information give Joy a
call, 512-868-7403.

September 18 - 20
Mo-Ranch   Hunt, Texas

Dr. Cindy Rigby
Guest Speaker & Worship Leader

All-Church
Retreat - 2020

Look for the All-
Church Retreat

registration form
in the FPC

weekly email or
on the church

web page!
Registration

begins May 1!
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Homemade cloth face masks have become
sought-after items to wear as protection
against transmission of COVID-19. Some
cities have even ordered their residents to
wear some type of face covering in public
places.

Members of two sewing groups in the
church, as well as individual members,
report sewing masks.

Mission Sewing
 Judy Willett started out making the flat,
pleated kind for her family. Then when
Williamson County Auditor Jerri Jones,
who is also an FPC member, alerted Mis-
sion Sewing to the need for masks for the
Williamson County Mask Brigade, Judy
said she began “putting together an ex-
perimental batch of 25 of the COVID
Ranger Masks” that she hoped to deliver
the third week of April.

“The Ranger Masks are taking me a
little more time right now. Things should
move along more quickly once I have the
pattern and process worked out. If what I
have done is acceptable, I plan to keep
making them as long as they are needed
and I can find the appropriate materials.”

She added, “They are a little more com-
plicated because of the shaping. They are
designed to go over the N95 masks worn
by health professionals to extend the life
of the medical grade masks. The inside
liner has a piece of tape that forms a tun-
nel where a wire piece can be inserted to
allow the wearer to shape the mask over
the nose.”

The county mask brigade was orga-
nized to support first responders, medical
professionals and other essential person-
nel dealing with a shortage of personal
protective equipment (PPE).
  Linette Harwell got busy making “a
bunch” for friends, a neighbor and Ben
and Donna Nichols, church members who
are diabetic. She also made masks for fam-
ily members, including a daughter who
works in a nursing home’s physical
therapy department, and a son who has
gone through chemotherapy. Ben said,
“Donna and I were very grateful for the
masks Linette made for us.”
  Lenice Smithwick didn’t have much
material on hand, and it was Christmas
fabric, but it was enough to make six
masks for her family. She turned her at-

tention to crocheting five blankets for
stuffed animals, which Mission Sewing
will donate to the Williamson County
Advocacy Center.
 Kathy Jones of Mission Sewing has also
been sewing masks for family, using a pat-
tern from the Austin American Statesman.

Stitching Up Friendships
 Karen Rayburn said she made masks for
family and gave her pattern to Lois
Stanley.
 Lois Stanley had enough elastic and in-
terfacing to make nine masks. She kept
two for herself and Bill and gave the oth-
ers to neighbors.
 Joyce Davis has sewn masks for neigh-
bors. When we heard from her, she had
just received an order of elastic “from Ja-
pan, believe it or not. I am ready to rock
n’roll.” People can email her at quiltjdavis
@gmail.com if they need a mask.
 Liz Weaver had fabric but no elastic,
which became as rare as toilet paper.

Others
Dawn Bookert said she quit counting the
masks she had made at number 60, “using
up a lifetime of fabric remnants. I’ll give
them to anyone who wants one.”

FPC Pianist Monica Koenig and her
mother, church member Sandy Hulshizer,
have been busy sewing masks for Sandy’s
neighbor, a nurse. Henry Koenig also
helped his mom and grandma.

Making face masks for friends, family and as PPE
for county medical personnel and first responders

Karen and Ray Rayburn in
the masks she made for
them.

Judy Willett made two kinds
of masks (above). The
special masks (bottom) she
made for the mask brigade
show the tape that forms a
tunnel for a wire insert.

Henry Koenig
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C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N
Joy Bedford

Education Director
 joy@fpcgeorgetown.org

Getting creative with
Wednesday LOGOS

Jaime Cowan greets viewers
as LOGOS “Sort of” Live
airs on YouTube.

Suspension of inperson activities at the
church during the COVID-19 crisis gave
birth to a new version of FPC’s midweek
activity for kinder through 6th grade chil-
dren: online LOGOS “Sort of” Live.

Joy Bedford, Education Director, said,
“The concept was a desperate attempt to
make this new version of LOGOS as much
like what we did in-person, but without
using Zoom (teleconferencing).”

Each week Joy contacted different fami-
lies and volunteers to record videos of their
part and send them to LOGOS Director

Jaime Cowan, who put the
finished production to-
gether to post on FPC’s
YouTube channel.

Each Wednesday even-
ing in April, LOGOS “Sort
of” Live went on air and
offered all of the four usual
parts of the program: vir-
tual Bible Study, virtual
Family Time, virtual Recre-
ation and virtual Worship
Arts.

Joy said she used a shortened version
of the Bible study and tried to think of
games that might work. “It has been so
much fun to see what our creative families
and children produce. I tried to include as
many different faces as I could.  We called
it ‘sort of’ live for obvious reasons, but also
because we are including families in the
church who don’t have children in
LOGOS.”

She added, “Another thing we have
been doing weekly is sending a packet of
suggestions for each child to do.” 

Jaime commented, “This has allowed us
to prepare and schedule the program to air
at our normal LOGOS time, 5 p.m. Wed-
nesday. But after that, the show remains
up to watch later if another time, say on
Friday morning, was more convenient for
families.”

The hope was, Jaime said, that LOGOS
“Sort of” Live would provide “comfort,
spiritual guidance, the reassurance of our
love, fun—of course—and some sense of
normalcy for our families and friends un-
til we could be together again. It was amaz-
ing to see how willing and excited folks
are to watch and participate each week.”

Joy Bedford gives the bless-
ing on LOGOS “Sort of” Live.
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Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org
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7
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28
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FRIDAY

1

8
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Breakfast
Meeting

22

29

TUESDAY

28
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session Meeting

5
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

12
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:45pm Executive Comm

19
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:30pm Newsletter Deadline
7:00pm Diaconate

26
Church Office Closed:
Staff Retreat
7:00pm Session

MONDAY

27

4

11

18

25
Church Office
Closed:
Memorial Day

SUNDAY

26
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

3
Communion
High School Graduate Recognition
David Lee Hulsey Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

10
Mother’s Day
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

17
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship – WCFH

24
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH

31
Dr. Bobby-Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Worship-WCFH
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General Operating Fund

Actual
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - March 2020

Income
Pledges $277,969 $841,881 33%
Other $49,701 $105,180 47%
TOTAL $327,670 $947,061 35%
    
Expenses
Validated Mission $17,925 $57,593 31%
Local/Other Mission $9,500 $29,802 32%
Ministry of the Word $35,192 $148,501 24%
Program/Support Staff $120,010 $468,710 26%
Christian Education $6,860 $39,350 17%
Music and Worship $3,797 $21,756 17%
Evangelism/Care $2,857 $11,115 26%
Property $23,803 $90,500 26%
Stewardship/Finance $4,093 $19,700 21%
Other Oper Expenses $10,618 $43,970 24%
Debt Retirement $24,388 $97,548 25%
TOTAL $259,043 $1,028,545 25%
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classes, LOGOS, youth activities, PW
circles, Bible study groups and other
church events.

We’ve also witnessed our share of
wisdom, from the scientists, research-
ers and doctors guiding our response
to the virus, recommending safe mea-
sures while searching for a cure and
a vaccine.

And foolishness? We’ve seen that,
too, unfortunately, from people refus-
ing to heed stay-home or shelter-in-
place regulations, congregating in
public places, putting themselves and
others at risk.

Perhaps most of all, this has been
a period of both belief and disbelief.
As Christians, we turn to our Sav-
ior in prayer: for our leaders, our na-
tion, the world. Prayer that our faith
will sustain us during these dark
times. And prayer for those who
have suffered or died from COVID-
19, and all the families affected. Dis-
belief we have noted, too, from those
refusing to acknowledge this virus
is deadly serious.

Maybe it’s hard to think of these
weeks as a season of Light when
COVID-19 has brought so much
Darkness into our lives. But season
of Light because truly our world has
come together as perhaps never
before, to be a neighbor, a friend, a
donor, a Christian looking for oppor-
tunities to serve and to be the Light.
In our church, history will show
that members stepped up to volun-
teer, keeping us connected, live-
streaming services, initiating calling
trees, coordinating grocery-buying,
taking people to medical appoint-
ments, checking on our vulnerable
members, helping in any way needed.

Our church history book says little about how our members lived and how
our church fared during years of crisis—when we were at war or experienc-
ing the Great Depression and the Spanish flu pandemic of 1918, which caused
the closing of schools, churches, theaters and saloons. But how we as a
congregation and church weather the COVID-19 pandemic of 2020 will be
well documented for future church historians, through session, deacon and
committee minutes, church mailings and emails to members, Pastor Bobby’s
sermons, social media posts and videos, and issues of First Word newsletter.

Living these past weeks during
the coronavirus pandemic calls to
mind the opening words from
Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities: “It was
the best of times, it was the worst of times,
it was the age of wisdom, it was the age
of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief,
it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the
season of Light, it was the season of Dark-
ness, it was the spring of hope…”

The best of times. As the pandemic
began, our economy was strong. The
job and housing markets were ro-
bust. And the best of times because
“stay home” and “social distancing”
declarations joined families together
at home for perhaps the longest and
closest they’ve ever been. Time to eat
together, exercise, read, play games,
be creative and discover new ways
to relate to each other. The best of
times because, even though we
couldn’t gather for worship, our
church leaders and pastor helped
livestream services into our homes.
We even experienced virtual partici-
pation in communion in front of our
TVs, computers and other devices!

It’s also been the worst of times.
Thousands have died from COVID-
19 globally. Doctors, nurses, hospi-
tal staff, EMTs, public servants like
police and fire fighters have died, do-
ing their jobs and protecting us. Stay
home orders shuttered businesses
and put millions out of work. Our
world changed almost overnight.
How will we recover?

And the worst of times because
during the most holy of seasons for
Christians everywhere, in April, we
missed coming together to celebrate
Holy Week and Easter. We missed our
in-person worship, Sunday School

The spring of hope: As spring
came, we recalled that several issues
ago in First Word we highlighted the
life and wisdom of Fred Rogers, who
once said, “My mother would say to
me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will
always find people who are helping.’
To this day, especially in times of di-
saster, I remember my mother ’s
words, and I am always comforted
by realizing there are still so many
helpers—so many caring people in
this world.”

Even when times are hard, as they
were in Dickens’ novel, and as they
have been today, there is hope for us! 

—Marty Curtis

What history will show about our church

During the COVID-19 pandemic:

May we who are merely inconvenienced
remember those whose lives are at stake.

May we with no risk factors remem-
ber those most vulnerable.

May those with the luxury of working
from home remember those who must
choose between preserving their health or
making their rent.

May those with the flexibility to care
for our children when schools close remem-
ber those with no options.

May we who must cancel a trip remem-
ber those with no safe place to go.

May we who are losing our margin
money in the tumult of the economic mar-
ket remember those who have no margin
at all.

May those who must quarantine at
home remember those with no home.

As fear grips our country, let us choose
love during this time when we cannot
physically wrap our arms around each
other; let us find ways to be the loving
embrace to God and our neighbor. Amen.

A Prayer during the Pandemic
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In a world beset by disas-
ter, hunger, and oppres-
sion, the One Great Hour
of Sharing (OGHS) offering
helps the millions of people
who lack access to sustain-
able food sources, clean
water, sanitation, educa-
tion, and opportunity. Never
has this been more prophetic
than in the midst of the
coronavirus pandemic.

Three programs of Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.)
benefit from this offering:
Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance, Presbyterian Hunger
Program, and Self-Develop-
ment of People.

As a congregation, we were urged to
contribute to this offering during worship
on Palm Sunday, April 5. Since that was
a livestreamed and not an in-person wor-
ship, our members are reminded that they
still can contribute to this offering. You
can mail a check earmarked for OGHS to
the church office. Or you can go to the
church web page and click the “Give”
icon. That will take you to a form to com-
plete where you can specify “One Great
Hour of Sharing” as recipient. You can
use PayPal or a credit/debit card to give.

To support work in response to the
coronavirus outbreak, Presbyterian Di-

saster Assistance—which
provides immediate and
long-term assistance to
disaster-affected areas—an-
nounced more than $2 mil-
lion from its reserves will be
used for grants. The grants
are made possible by OGHS
and, according to the Pres-
byterian News Service, will
be divided between interna-
tional response and grants
to mid-councils (synods
and presbyteries) and their
congregations.

OGHS also makes pos-
sible the Presbyterian Hun-
ger Program’s awarding of
national and international

grants and   “congregation-based commu-
nity organizing grants.” These are impor-
tant in communities working to identify
needs, and many focus on affordable hous-
ing, which is expected to be a huge need
during the coronavirus crisis.

The Self-Development of People part-
ners with community groups of low-
income people by providing grants for
many projects in the U.S. One ministry
partner, We the People Detroit, prevented
water shutoffs in a time when hygiene
and sanitization are vital.

OGHS during the COVID-19 crisis

A malfunctioning kitchen freezer, a
squirrel in the Education Building, a fire
alarm going off, and burst water irriga-
tion lines: Those are a few of the problems
elder Mike Carson of the Property Com-
mittee has encountered while going to the
church daily for maintenance checks.

When he first encountered the squirrel
in the south entrance to the building,
Mike said he was unable to shoo it out.

A few days later, David Lee Hulsey,
Youth Ministry Director, reported a strong
odor in the lobby. Upon investigating,
Mike found the dead squirrel in the
bookcase behind the desk and disposed of
the deceased.

“When the freezer went down, all the
thawed food had to be thrown out,” Mike
said, and a repairman called to fix it. Before
the freezer goes back into use, staff and
Fellowship Committee elders were to clean
it. The fire alarm was caused by a phone
line going down, Mike said, so the phone
provider was called to fix the problem.

Also in April Mike had to dig up and
replace burst or leaking lines in the
church’s lawn irrigation system.

“With a campus as big as ours, we
knew there are things that are going to
happen while the church has been closed.
That’s why we go in daily to check.”

Maintenance checks of church reveal problems

While this time of necessary
isolation may be difficult,
perhaps it can bring us to a
stronger sense of who we
are, not just as individual
believers, but as part of
Christ’s community.  I think
it’s important for us to have
this primary identity clear in
our minds and hearts as we
try to be Christ’s people in
the world, a community that
seeks to live out Jesus’
commands of love, peace,
and justice.

‘‘

—Bill Poe
excerpted from

“Closing the Distance:
A Daily Devotional

from FPC”

‘‘
First Presbyterian Church

web page:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org
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5 Walt & Sue Juncker
Roger & Cindee Molenda

10 Chris & Sarah Crenshaw
12 Jerry & Mary Ann Fine

Morgan & Ashlin Morgan
13 Keith & Cathy Tucker
16 Andrew & Kendall Guinn

Tom Yantis & Mary Mitchem
19 Erick & Aimee Stenborg
21 Tim & Angie Harris
24 Steve & Teresa Wilson
25 Mike & Larian Carson

Lyndy & Haley Watkins
27 Brian Hall & Lynn Azuma

Bobby & Haley Weisbrod
30 Thom & Cindy Bausch
31 Rob & Cathy Fullinwider

Robert & Anne Gowdy
Gene & Carolyn Gregory

2 Florence Gould
Barry Gould
Will Koenig
Liz Weaver

3 Tim Kennedy
Olive Ozanus
James Red

4 Delaney Leloux
Tom Yantis

5 Karen Jones
Johnnie Kovar
Penny Leone

6 Jeffrey Stump
7 Robby Bedford
9 Cassandra Syler

Jennifer Whitehead
10 Susan Isenhour
12 Beverly Dennis
14 Mona Andersen

Luke Hulsey
15 Alaina Guthrie
17 Kitty Bristow
18 Robert Bedford

Rod Burke
Sandie Kienitz

20 Cherril Lemmink
23 Vivienne Hammit

Betty Anne Poe
24 Reece Cowan

Richard Jenny
Jacob Wenzel

25 Karen Rayburn
Timothy Roberts

26 Nelson Barrett
Ann Pearson
Sterling Root

27 Nancy Dudley
28 Kyle Chapman

David Lee Hulsey
Barbara Johnston
Tim Kubatzky

29 Ann Kaiser
Henry Koenig

30 Edna Malone
Ron Place

31 Maggie Stenborg

In the hospital last month: Fred Cowen.

Congratulations to Ben & Donna Nichols
on the birth of their twin grandsons,
Waylon Lee Nichols and Audie Benjamin
Nichols, born March 29 in Austin.

Our sympathy to Bill & Lois Stanley on
the death of Bill’s sister, Dorothy Pace,
April 10 in Sigourney, Iowa.

Thank you: Dear Church Family, I am so
blessed by all of you who sent birthday
cards and sang to me on the phone. My
80th birthday became a joy-filled day when
so many of you joined the drive-by cel-
ebration at my front lawn. You made signs,
decorated your cars, brought balloons and
cards. Best of all you called out “Happy
Birthday” and waved as you went by. I
feel hugged and loved. Thank you! You
are the best!  —Cathy Hubbard

In memoriam: Ken Gibbons joined the
Church Triumphant April 20. Ken had
been a member of our congregation since
October 1975, serving as an elder from
1977-79. A memorial service will be held at
a later date.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; 1st Staff Sgt. Mat-
thew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Nicolaas Leloux;
Tech. Sgt. Robert McClanahan, grandson
of Minta McIntosh and nephew of Lee
McIntosh; Sgt. 1st Class Paul Rayburn;
Nicholas Stamos, Larry & Helen Burk’s
grandson; and Christian Winckel, grand-
son of Sandy Hayes.

ANNIVERSARIES

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church

BIRTHDAYS

Among Our People May 3: “Don’t Keep the Faith?”
Communion/Recognition of High

School Seniors
David Lee Preaching
Scripture: Jeremiah 29:1, 10-14;

Matthew 25:14-29

May 10:
Mother’s Day
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

May 17:
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

May 24:
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

May 31:
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

M A Y   W O R S H I P

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family,
I simply want to express my profound

gratitude to each of you. I readily recog-
nize that when we are not together in-
person, this creates a myriad of logistical
challenges as well as plenty of grief, loneli-
ness and restlessness. Amidst that, you all
have proven not just resilient, but creative,
thoughtful and loving toward one another
time and again. Your staff has not only
continued their work; they have also
quickly adapted to and learned new tech-
nologies, ways of communicating and
modes of equipping the church. Your of-
ficers have been exceedingly responsive via
emails, phone calls and Zoom meetings as
they lead in ways entirely unforeseen
when they took this call. 

In short, I have seen a stunning amount
of gracious flexibility. Flexibility, of course,
assumes genuine trust—and that kind of
trust is not built overnight. It is something
the Holy Spirit has been nourishing in this
congregation for many years before I
arrived. While I hardly know how this sea-
son of life will continue to unfold, I am
exceedingly grateful to be in this with you
all. Truly, God has been growing some-
thing quite special at FPC. Thank you. And
always you remain in my prayers.

A message from Pastor Bobby
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The Civil War

“Amazingly enough, if we were to peruse
our church records today, we might never
know that, from 1861 through 1865,
America had endured the bloodiest and
most devastating war it had ever fought.
…It is a bit surprising to find the church
Session records throughout most of our
early history offer sparse or no comment
on many events other than the acquisi-
tion of pastors and the acceptance and  dis-
missal of members.”

“The decades-old simmering disputes
over slavery started boiling when south-
ern states began seceding from the Union
at the end of 1860. In February 1861 the
Confederate States of America was formed,
and by March 1861, Texas had seceded
from the Union and joined the Confed-
eracy….”

“The churches in America were not to
remain untouched, nor were the people
of Williamson County. At the January
1861 Secession Convention in Austin,
Williamson County was one of only three
counties to vote against withdrawing
from the Union….

“At the time FPC was a member of the
PCUSA. The General Assembly met in
May 1861 in Philadelphia and declared
support for the Federal Government.”

That led the four PCUSA presbyteries
in Texas to withdrew and join the new
Presbyterian Church in the Confederate
States of America (PCCSA). Only after the
war, in July 1866, did our church vote to
withdraw from that affiliation (and the
Presbytery of Central Texas), and return
to PCUSA.

Our church in other times of crisis
For weeks now, our nation and our church have been in the throes of a pandemic.
Many have likened our response as similar to that of fighting a war—a war on a
virus that had claimed 46,379  lives in the U.S. as of our newsletter deadline.

That made me wonder: What does our church history have to say about how
we weathered other wars? Here’s what we found in A History of the First Presbyte-
rian Church, Georgetown, Texas: Sesquicentennial Edition 1854–2004.

Years of Struggle (1922-1949)
Bill Stump Sr., in his unpublished church
history, called the time from 1922 until June
1949 the “years of struggle,” possibly be-
cause of the negative effect of the the Great
Depression and World War II. During this
period there were nine pastors, so the
negative effects may have been exacerbated
by a lack of long-term ministerial leader-
ship. And the turnover in ministers was
probably a result of difficulties in the
church’s financial support of the church.

Bill was present at a meeting of the el-
ders and leaders of the church in the 1930s
when dissolution of the church was dis-
cussed as an option “due to low financial
support, no minister, and small member-
ship. Fortunately,  after some tears were
shed and prayers were heard, it was de-
cided to continue to have church and to
try to locate a minister.” In 1939 church
membership dropped to a low of 103.

Member Aleene Purl remembered,
“Hard times—we didn’t know we had hard
times. Nobody did. We never did even dur-
ing the Depression. We didn’t know we
were poor. I thought those flour sack
dresses were supposed to be that way.”

By the end of 1945, both membership
and finances were improving, attributed
to the reigniting of spirituality as soldiers
returned from the war.

During Word War II,
in 1944, church mem-
ber Beulah Rogers
Sansom wrote this
meditation about our
church, published in
the July-September
1944 issue of Day By
Day, a Presbyterian
Church U.S. devotional
guide:

Silently, but proudly,
she has stood there
through the years.
Facing the bright
horizon. Her steeple
towering toward the
blue sky above. Her
doors ever open to those
who seek God’s love.
And if she could speak,
I’m sure she would say
to all who pass her way,
“Take time! Take time!
Come in and pray!”

Tho she is small,
many are those who
have worshipped within
her pews. Young and old
have found God there.
Babes have been chris-
tened within her walls.
Brides smiling happily
have marched down her
aisles. And many are
those who have passed
through her doors on
their way to their
eternal resting places.

Yet, still she stands!
Silently. Proudly.
Facing the bright
horizon. Her steeple
towering toward the
blue sky above. Her
doors ever open to those
who seek God’s love.

The Little Church

A war time
meditation



May 2020

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert preaching; Jeff Pratt (seated), video/audio engineer; (not shown) David Lee
Hulsey, liturgist; Monica Koenig, pianist; Philip Smith & Susan Isenhour, soloists.

During the coronavirus pandemic,
the Governor of Texas on March 13
declared a statewide public health
disaster, and Williamson County
then issued a county-wide order
prohibiting gatherings of 10 or more
people, through May 11. FPC sus-
pended all in-person church ser-
vices, activities and events, and be-

Easter Sunday worship at First Presbyterian Church
on April 12, 2020, livestreamed over YouTube.

With March and April over: What will May bring?
gan livestreaming worship services
on March 15.

As May begins (days after First
Word’s deadline), who knows what
will happen—whether the May 11
end date will be extended or
whether church gatherings and
activities will resume, on some level,
after that date.

To keep up with information on
when our church will resume in-
person worship and other activities
or gatherings, check the church
web page and Facebook. Pastor
Bobby and the church office will
also send emails and letters through
the U.S. Postal Service to keep you
informed.

20 F I R S T   W O R D

Although we missed the in-person processional of FPC children carrying palm leaves
on Palm Sunday, we were happy to see a video of them at home holding their “Ho-
sanna” and palm pictures. Here are a few:

Virtual procession of children carrying palm leaves

Clockwise starting with top
left photo: Pete, Johnny,
Dennie and Mary Mac
Decker; Luke and Lily
Hulsey; and Micah, Miles
and Maddox Azuma-Hall.

Education Director Joy
Bedford and others compiled
and posted to the church
webpage lists of supple-
mental educational resources
for church members while
in-person worship and other
church activities were put on
hold. Those appear under
the “Worship” heading at
www.fpcgeorgetown.org.

For children and families,
there are links to online
LOGOS, books with
children’s devotionals and
dinner table discussion
starters, and how to create a
sacred space at home.

For youth, the list
includes links to several
devotional apps, book
recommendations and The
Bible Project webpage.

Among the resources for
adults are lessons used in
FPC’s Wired Word Sunday
School class, a study by
Dr. Allen Hilton, Dr.
Cynthia Rigby’s webinar,
Austin Seminary videos,
and activities and resources
for adults and caregivers.

Christian Education:

Being resourceful

Spring is here, and when we return to
church for worship, we will be greeted
by a flower bed around our church sign
and well cared for flowers in the boxes at
the Worship Center-Fellowship Hall en-
trance. Mike Carson planted the flowers
around the sign in April.

With summer coming, Babs Cape
wants to be sure the flower boxes con-
tinue to be well tended. The sprinkler
sustem will keep the plants around the
sign watered.

“We have a great team that has kept
our entrance flowers happy, welcoming
members and visitors and even delight-
ing neighbors,” she said. “We would wel-
come more help in watering once a week
or even once a month.”

Needed: Some volunteers to water flower boxes
She will develop a watering schedule

for volunteers. If you would like to help,
contact Babs, 512-864-3650 or babs@
precisiontravel.com.
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