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Book Review
Were your progenitors from the British Isles? If you’ve traced your family tree and found relatives in the
American colonial era, it’s probable
that you are the product of British
cultural migration. Culture has a
profound effect on the individual
even when it is diluted in the American melting-pot.
Cultures have distinctives in
speech, architecture, religion, politics, mannerisms, attitudes and habits; and those distinctives persist
through generations with unseen
infallibility. If you would like to
know where you might fit in these
British folkways, there’s a book in
the church library you should read.
David Hackett Fischer wrote
Albion’s Seed as a study of cultural
origins. He identified four British
cultural groups that he traces geographically from their British origins to their migratory landing in
the colonies. The groups are the
English Puritans from East Anglia

SUNDAY
29

1st Sunday of Advent
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
9:30am Virtual Sunday School
11:00am Livestream Worship

6

to Massachusetts, the distressed
cavaliers and indentured servants
from the south of England to Virginia, the Friends from the north
Midlands to the Delaware, and the
northern Borderlands to the backcountry of the American colonies. A
plethora of maps and tables are included for your perusal.
Fischer goes to great length in dissecting the folkways of these cultural
groups. “Folkways” is the term he
uses to describe the positions that
cultures take on certain societal issues. In no particular order, these are
the folkways described: speech,
building, family, marriage, gender,
sex, naming, child-rearing, age,
death, religion, magic, learning, literacy, food, dress, sport, work time,
wealth, inheritance, rank, association, order, power and freedom.
Don’t be surprised if you begin to
readily identify with your chosen
cultural group. Particularly interesting is the description of the religious
folkways of emigrants from Protestant Ireland and Scottish lowlands.
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10:30am Pastoral Care
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Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
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3rd Sunday of Advent
Cantata
9:30am New Officer Training
9:30am Virtual Sunday School
11:00am Livestream Worship

4th Sunday of Advent
David Lee Hulsey Preaching
9:30am Virtual Sunday School
11:00am Livestream Worship
12:00pm Virtual Reception for
Hulsey Family

27

Virtual Coffee w/Pastor
Ladies’ Lunch Bible Study
Men’s Lunch Bible Study
Youth Gathering
Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

1st Sunday in Christmas
Rev. Harry Brown Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:30pm Newsletter
Deadline
6:00pm Examination of
New Officers
7:00pm Session
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

9:00am
10:00am
10:00am
11:00am

Virtual Coffee w/Pastor
Martha Circle
Rachel Circle
Hannah-Esther Circle
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10:30am Admin
Comm
6:30pm Budget
Comm
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10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
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Christmas Eve
Church Office Closed

7:00pm Livestream
Worship
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FRIDAY

THURSDAY

DECEMBER

9:30am New Officer Training
9:30am Virtual Sunday School
11:00am Livestream Worship
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If you would
like for Mike to
check out this
book for you
from the church
library, call
him at 512966-4234. He
will leave it
(book cover
disinfected) at
the church office. You can pick up the
book between 8:30 a.m. & 12 noon
on Wednesday or Friday. Once
returned, the book cover will be
disinfected and not circulated again
for a five days.

WEDNESDAY

9:00am
2021 Pledges due 10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am PW Board 11:00am Staff Meeting
6:45pm Executive Comm
7:30pm Comm Meetings

2nd Sunday of Advent
Communion/Home Communion
Christmas Joy Offering

The origin of the word “Albion”
comes from the ancient Romans.
When they first invaded the island
that is now Britain, the Romans encountered the cliffs of Dover and
named the place “albion” or “white
land.” Good luck and good reading.
—Mike Carson

SATURDAY

December 5
2:00pm George Biggs’ Livestream Memorial Service
December 26
Jaime Cowan on vacation thru 1/3

Christmas Day
Church Office
Closed
Pastor Bobby on
vacation through
12/31

1

New Year’s Day
Church Office
Closed

FIRSTWORD

December 2020

R o o t e d . R e f o r m e d . R e l e v a n t.

Kelly Ann Seaman named Youth
Director, to succeed the Hulseys

County goes to Orange
then Red in a week

KELLY ANN SEAMAN, AN AWARD-

winning middle school and high
school teacher for 14 years and elder
on the Education and Nurture Committee, is FPC’s new Youth Director,
effective January 1. She will succeed
David Lee and Sarah Hulsey, who
resigned effective December 31.
Kelly Ann and husband Eric
joined FPC in March 2017 after being visitors for several years. She has
volunteered in Sunday School since
2015. She and Eric have three children: Hendrix, 11, Roscoe, 8, and
Magnolia (Maggie), 6.
She was tapped for the job after
interviewing with the Administrative Committee whose members
noted she has years of experience
developing curriculum and lessons,
organizing events, and fostering
strong relationships with students
and parents.
Kelly Ann will work part time
from January until she finishs out
her 2020-21 contract as English Language Arts teacher and department
head at Wagner Middle School in
Georgetown. “I love my team and
my students, and I couldn’t imagine
leaving them in the middle of perhaps the hardest year of school ever,”
she explained. She starts as a full-time
employee June 1.
Babs Cape of the Admin Committee said, “We were aware of the many
gifts Kelly Ann could bring to working with First Presbyterian youth.
After discussion and an interview
that also included Pastor Bobby and
Youth Ministry volunteer Minta
McIntosh, we felt we had our answer. The transition will be such a
plus. Kelly Ann’s familiarity with the

In-person gatherings
suspended for now

church, people, programs and ministries made this decision so blessed.
We felt that going through a formal
search committee process at this time
would only delay and hinder the
work needed to keep our youth
group strong. We believe God had
His hand in this.”
Last year Kelly Ann was named
Secondary Teacher of the Year for the
Georgetown Independent School District after being named Wagner ’s
Teacher of the Year, an honor she also
was nominated for when she taught
at Hutto High School in 2017-19. At
Wagner she introduced a program
that brought in speakers to address
students about the importance of
change and their capacity for impacting the world. She holds Texas English Certification for grades 7-12.
“I am both very humbled and extremely excited for this new opportunity,” Kelly Ann said. “I know and
(continued on page 15)

Three First Presbyterian Church outdoor worship services planned for
December at the Presbyterian Cemetery will be canceled if Williamson
County remains in COVID-19 Red
Phase. Red signifies uncontrolled
community spread of COVID-19 and
advises people to “stay home, stay
safe.” The county went from Yellow
Phase, or moderate spread of the virus, to Orange on November 11. One
week later, it moved to Red Phase.
Three worship services at the
cemetery—2nd Sunday or December
13, as well as a Blue Christmas service December 20 and a Christmas
Eve service—may not take place after Pastor Bobby announced the suspension of in-person worship (see
story page 3). He did so in a video and
email sent to members when we entered Orange Phase. Accompanying
the email was a link to a survey for
ODTAP (Open the Doors and There’s
All the People), a Safety and Security subcommittee (see story page 12).
“In light of this, all of FPC’s inperson ministry gatherings are suspended until Williamson County
returns to Yellow. At that time, outdoor ministry activities may resume,”
said Karen Rayburn, ODTAP chair.
The subcommittee was formed
last May to provide guidance and
assist in plans for FPC’s return to inperson worship and gatherings. To
determine when that would happen,
the subcommittee is tracking the test
positivity rate and daily incidence of
COVID-19 cases per 100,000 individu(continued on page 3)
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Among Our People
Boldface indicates
a member of
First Presbyterian Church

ANNIVERSARIES
9
14
16
17
20
23
27

Bren & Chuck Helmka
Elizabeth & Vincent Estrada
Nell & Roy Tucker
Cassie & Warren MacClean
Cindy & Dan Shaner
Vivian & Lloyd Davis
Barbara & Bill Caudle
Linda & Stephen Schellenberg
29 Barb & Steve Johnston
Fran & Bernie Lovejoy
Ann & Keith Smith
30 Amanda & Patrick Tolbert

BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
9
11
13
14
15

16
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Michael Roberts
Margaret Shirley
Bobby Bondesen
Sandy Hulshizer
G-Ann Martin
David Holmes
Freda Ditzler
Eric Hoke
Steve Johnston
Jenny Carswell
David Cowan
Sid Frost
Courtney Queen
Nicolaas Leloux
Linda Gambell
Cathy Ramsey
David Stump
Alison Harrison
Joel Miller
Bobby Hulme-Lippert
Ray Rayburn
Jim Bishop
Betty Bradford
Ruth DeRuyter
Marilyn Peters
Bill Stramler
Tracy Jackson
Bob Lutz
Quinicy Sorenson
Preston Perkins
Rebecca Beam
Keith Brainard
Evelyn Syler
Brody Weisbrod
Dordi Duncan
Chris Crenshaw
Morris Fisher
Lauren Red
Rachel Dodge
Aimee Stenborg
Bren Helmka
(continued on next page)

In the hospital last month: Lloyd Davis,
Jean Fisher, Carol Siekmeier and Joe
Porch.
In memoriam: Joining the Church Triumphant were—
Ardith Lane on October 29. She had been
a member since October 2008. Services
officiated by Pastor Bobby were held in
November.
Don Mehaffey on November 14. He had
been a member since April 1980. A private
graveside service was held November 24.
Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Hammond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandsonin-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIntosh
and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col. Mike
Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st Class
Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos, Larry &
Helen Burk’s grandson; and Christian
Winckel, grandson of Sandy Hayes.

Welcome,

NEW MEMBER

Joyce Davis joined as an
Affiliate member on
October 27. She is retired
and enjoys gardening,
sewing and quilting.
Please contact the church
office if you would like
her contact information.
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DECEMBER WORSHIP
(on YouTube at 11 a.m.)
December 6
2nd Sunday of Advent
Christmas Joy Offering
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Isaiah 7:1-14; Matthew 1:18-25
December 13
3rd Sunday of Advent
Cantata
December 20
4th Sunday of Advent
David Lee Hulsey Preaching
Scripture: Isaiah 9:2-7; John 1:1-18
December 24
Christmas Eve
7:00 p.m.
December 27: “Praise the Lord”
1st Sunday in Christmas
Rev. Harry Brown Preaching
Scripture: Psalm 148; Luke 2:22-40

Presbyterian “Giving Catalog”:

Give a gift in 2020 to make a difference

Want to make a difference this year in your
Christmas gift-giving? You can unite with
thousands of others who give to Presbyterian ministries through the “Giving
Catalog,” bringing help, hope and relief to
people in need around the world (go to:
presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/).
The catalog has gifts listed in five categories: aid kits, livestock, agriculture,
water and people. And you can give a gift
for as little as $10 or as much as $15,000.
Farming tools such as shovels and
machetes constitute a $10 gift and will help
farmers grow and harvest a fruitful crop.
A family of chickens is a $25 gift and
will provide eggs for food, feathers for pillows, and fertilizer for crops.
A famine relief food voucher is a $50
gift and is a welcome gift in times of fam-

ine and extreme hunger when emergency
food is a necessity. This voucher can be redeemed with local vendors, helping to
nourish the population and strengthen the
area’s food system.
A kitchen kit is a $25 gift and contains
cooking pots, utensils, bowls, cups and
spoons. Food requires preparation, and
families who have lost everything in a disaster often lack the basic tools needed to
cook a meal.
A sewing machine is a $50 gift and
could help provide a stable source of income for a family in a developing part of
the world.
A Rainwater Catchment System is a
$75 gift and can help communities collect
usable water for irrigation and washing
with a rainwater catchment system.

159 Time & Talent Commitments
153 Pledges
$784,050
26 Anticipated Pledges
$60,200
Pledges from Prior Years
$1,000
Estimated Loose (same as 2020) $58,000
Estimated New Member
$5,000
(same as 2020)
Trustee Income
$12,000
($1000/mo)
Total Income
$920,250
If you have not yet returned your pledge
card or Time and Talent form, you are
asked to do so by December 7 so the final
budget for 2021 can be approved. You can
mail them or drop them by the church
office on Wednesday between 8:30 a.m.
and noon or on Friday between 8:30 and
10:00 a.m. If you have misplaced your
forms, contact Christina Bondesen and
she will send you a new packet.

the church
office if:

STEWARDSHIP
Here’s an update from the Financial Secretary on 2021 commitments, as of November 17:

To notify

New Youth Director
(continued from front page)
love so many of our youth already, and I
am so looking forward to getting to spend
more time with them!”
She knows that the Hulseys have built
a strong youth program. “I’m excited to
meet with the youth and get a sense of
what they need in this weird season and
pivot accordingly.”
How has she seen God’s hand in this
opportunity? “I could write a memoir
about this journey. In big and small ways,
I really do believe God has prepared me
for this call. I’ve worked with teenagers
my entire career. As a public school
teacher, there is a very fine line you have
to walk as you love and invest in your
students. I’m so excited to be able to look
at each young person God puts in our
youth program and tell them how absolutely beloved they are by God.”
The new staff member has been active
as a volunteer for LOGOS and children’s

Sunday School since joining the church.
She also was assembly leader for Vacation
Bible School in 2018 and 2019. In addition
to teaching, she has her own photography studio.
She said her husband is excited to join
her as a volunteer for the Youth Ministry.
“He was a high school teacher and college
English professor, and he and I have both
missed working together with youth.”
Before going to Wagner, Kelly Ann
taught and led a team of English teachers
at Hutto High, helping streamline curriculum, create instruction-based assessments
and sponsor a night of fine arts activism.
Kelly Ann graduated from high school
in Peoria, Illinois, and received a bachelor’s
degree in English and secondary education
in 2006 from Monmouth (Illinois) College,
where she helped organize a “Spiritual
Awareness Week.” After college, Kelly Ann
taught for a year before returning to her
alma mater, Woodruff High School in Peoria, to teach English, speech and drama for
three years.
—Marty Curtis

 You change your
physical or mailing
address
 You change your
email address or add
email
 You change your home
or cell phone number
 You add a new phone
number

First Presbyterian
Church
NEW web page:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org
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Order a poinsettia for Christmas at FPC
Humor
The nativity play was going
as planned and Joseph and
Mary were going from
house to house knocking on
the doors and asking if there
was any room for them.
As they continued to get
“no room” answers, a little
voice called from the back,
“YOU SHOULD HAVE
BOOKED!”
One day during the children’s sermon, a pastor was
telling the kids about how
the angel came to Mary to
tell her about how she
would help bring Jesus into
the world.
One little girl seemed
puzzled about this whole
scene. Then another child
asked what the pastor
thought was the first thing
Mary would have asked for
after the angel left her.
Instantly, a little girl
chimed in with, “I’ll bet she
asked for a little help from
Joseph!”

This year we will again decorate our worship space for Christmas with poinsettias from
Down Home Ranch, our supported mission. The cost is $10 per plant. You may order
and pay online at fpcgeorge town.org or use the tear-off form below. Make your check
payable to First Presbyterian Church and send the form and check to the church office:
703 S. Church St., Georgetown, TX 78626. Or you can drop it off at the church office on
Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. - noon or Friday from 8:30 - 10 a.m. f you would like to take
your poinsettia home after Christmas, you may do so at a time when the church office
is open or when the plants can be put outside for pickup. Deadline for orders: Dec. 13.

ORDER FORM FOR POINSETTIAS
Name(s)
I / We wish to donate

poinsettia plant(s) @ $10 each.

 In honor of:
 In memory of:
 In celebration of:
Plants can be picked up from the church after the December 27 service. If you have
a door code, please feel free to use it. Otherwise, someone will be in the church office
on December 30th from 8:30 a.m. - noon to let you in.

 I will pick up my plant(s) no later than December 30.
 Please take my plant(s) to a homebound or person who is ill.

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - October 2020
General Operating Fund
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Pledges

$691,332

$841,881

82%

Other

$133,371

$105,180

127%

TOTAL

$824,703

$947,061

87%

Expenses
Validated Mission

$50,524

$57,593

88%

Local/Other Mission

$18,075

$29,802

61%

Ministry of the Word

$123,474

$150,133

82%

Program/Support Staff

$385,000

$468,710

82%

Christian Education

$22,556

$39,350

57%

Music and Worship

$18,790

$21,756

86%

$5,062

$11,115

46%

Evangelism/Care
Property

$83,224

$90,500

92%

Stewardship/Finance

$17,227

$19,700

87%

Other Oper Expenses

$26,162

$43,970

59%

Debt Retirement

$81,295

$97,548

83%

$831,389 $1,030,177

81%

TOTAL

Again this year we will thank Pastor
Bobby and staff with appreciation gifts at
Christmas for their dedication and hard
work during a tumultuous year.
We usually give to this in two
gift boxes at church, one for the
pastor and one for other staff.
Since we are not meeting at
church, you can give either online at fpc
georgetown.org or by checks mailed to the
church office by December 20. Designate
“Pastor Gift” and “Staff Gift,” as appropriate, in the memo line of the checks.
—The Administrative Committee

30 Jim Andersen
Rachel Bondesen
Babs Cape
Marty Curtis
Maddie Levsen
Piper Smith
Suzy Taylor
Tucker Weisbrod
Bill Wilder
31 Joel Lawrence
Marlene Watts
Judy Wilhite
Judy Willett

(continued from front page)

Income

A boy wanted to be Joseph
in the Sunday School
pageant. But he was cast as
the landlord at the inn and
objected loudly, but to no
avail. When the pageant
was presented, Mary and
Joseph knocked on the door
and asked him if he had a
room for them. The boy
smiled and said, “Yes, sure.
Lots of room. Come on in!”

BIRTHDAYS

In-person gatherings
th

Actual

Appreciation gifts will be
given to pastor and staff

Volunteers are
needed in the
greenhouses
in December
Down Home Ranch could use some help
from individuals (young or old) or groups
during December in the greenhouses,
which grow a variety of plants. The greenhouses create job opportunities for the
ranchers and generate revenue for the
ranch. Email stefaniel@downhomeranch.
org if you or your group can help during
the times and dates below.
Packing poinsettias
8 a.m. - noon:
Tuesday, December 1
Thursday, December 3
Friday, December 4
Wednesday, December 9
Thursday, December 17
Volunteers are also needed
for spring planting
Monday - Saturday
December 14 - 19
8 a.m. - 12 noon

als in the county. Since the church has
many high-risk members, ODTAP adopted
a conservative goal for these metrics: fewer
than 4 new COVID-19 cases per 100,000
population a day and less than a 3% test
positivity rate.
Other ODTAP members are Dr. Lynn
Azuma, Nancy Robohn, Christina Bondesen, Jaime Cowan and Kelly Ann Seaman.
According to Williamson County and
Cities Health District, the rolling 7-day average for the rate of new reported infections, or incidence rate, increased from 6.88
to 9.22 per 100,000 residents in the seven
days preceding November 11. Some 600
confirmed and 800 probable cases between
July and October were unintentionally
excluded in the county’s reporting.
ODTAP members have been steadfast
in their goal to keep our congregation safe
during the pandemic. The committee’s
statement reads:
“We have adjusted with science, because science changes, and worked to develop strong protocols that our session
can use to make informed decisions about
risk mitigation of certain group activities.
As members of this congregation, ODTAP
does not take lightly how difficult this
separation is for all of us. The committee
continues to seek God’s guidance in what
is best not only for the physical but also
the mental and spiritual well-being of our
members. As long as we are needed, the
committee will faithfully continue to assess
the COVID situation with the support of
our staff and officers.”

(continued from previous page)

Message from Pastor
Bobby: “This is hard”
In a video message to FPC in mid-November, Pastor Bobby said the church was suspending all in-person gatherings.
He said since mid-March, “Every decision we’ve made has been in light of what
is most loving and wise, in how we relate
to one another as a church family and for
our neighbor. In light of the county’s move
to Orange Phase, we are suspending all
in-person gatherings of any sort until we
return to the Yellow Phase or moderate
risk of COVID-19 spread in the county.”
(Note: A week later, on November 19, the county
moved to its highest phase, Red, indicating uncontrolled spread of the virus.)
He said he recognizes how hard this
will be for the congregation. “It’s been
such a long time. What this means is: We
are very much still in the wilderness.”
Bobby said he believes there are
“Spaces in the wilderness in which the
Holy Spirit shapes and molds us in ways
we never could have known without going through the wilderness. I believe the
Holy Spirit is shaping the church at large
and First Presbyterian very specifically in
ways we really won’t be able to appreciate
until we are through this pandemic. I also
believe the wilderness is a space where the
Holy Spirit opens our eyes to new things
that we would never have seen had we
not been brought into the wilderness.”
He challenged the congregation to
“lean into opportunitiesJesus is helping us
see that we’ve never seen before until we
went through this.”

Flowers in Worship/
December
6
13
20
27

Donna & Ben Nichols
Karen & Ray Rayburn
Poinsettias
Amanda & Patrick Tolbert

Most people donate their arrangement after the service to be used
in our Flower Ministry, which
divides the arrangement into bud
bases and re-gifts them to our
shut-ins and members in the hospital. If you intend to take your
arrangement home, please contact either Kathy Jones, 512-8633012, or Betty Smith 512-8696925.

Sign up virtually
to provide flowers
for worship in 2021
The Flower Chart has gone
virtual! You can now use
SignUp Genius to volunteer
to provide flowers in worship
in 2021. Look for information in the weekly FPC
email, click on the link,
choose a date and sign up.
An email reminder will
automatically be sent to you
a week prior to your date.
Contact Christina Bondesen
with any questions.
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Pandemic causes a pivot for CE programming

FPC Kids
Our bitmoji classroom is
updated on the church
website each week, and
each week’s lessons are
available for the week.
Familiar faces present
Bible lessons, music, art
and more in our bitmoji
classroom! There are
regular mystery guest
videos of encouragement
for the children and even
the occasional animal
sighting!
Family Zooms every
other Wednesday from
6.30 - 7 p.m. have been
exciting. From preparing
blessing bags with Mrs.
Dawn...to discussing
scripture with friends....
to making Oreo turkeys
with Ms. Bridget and
Mrs. Theresa...to catching popcorn in our
mouths with Ms. Stephanie timing us—we have
packed a lot into our
short times together!
Supply delivery boxes
continue to go out as
needed every few weeks
to families who have
registered for fall programming. These boxes
have Sunday School
printouts and Family
Zoom supplies and are
helping children to
engage our lessons and
times together.

We recently caught up with Stephanie
Mettler, FPC’s newest staff member and
Education Director, as she had been on the
job about two months.
Is she settling in to her new FPC role?
She smiles and acknowledges what an
unusual time it has been to start a new
job—especially one whose duties include
working with families and children but,
given the COVID-19 pandemic, she is
mostly unable to interact in person with
them. In-person gatherings at the church
have been suspended for months, with one
exception, because of the coronavirus.
Stephanie and volunteers have set out
to continue doing as much as they can to
engage kids and their parents—while supporting the parents who, like parents everywhere, have days of working from
home while monitoring kids doing virtual
school. Their days are filled with Zoom or
other virtual sessions, Stephanie noted, and
they are often tired of screen time.
So FPC Kids programming has taken a
“pivot,” delivering snacks and supplies for
projects to the kids’ doorsteps and having
LOGOS for a half hour every other
Wednesday on Zoom.
A variety of LOGOS programs led by
volunteers have taken place and are being

planned, she said. In November, Dawn
Bookert led a program that included putting together Blessing Bags for Helping
Hands of Georgetown. This was after
Dawn and Stephanie delivered to front
porches all the items needed for the bags—
in a recycled Amazon box with the child’s
(continued on page 8)

A message from Stephanie

grams and your partnership in ministry.
Your continued prayers are welcome.
Please continue to pray for those who are
missing friends and family and want to
experience the presence of brothers and sisters in Christ. The gift and ministry of presence with each other in our journey is rare
these days, but we are bonded by a Holy
Spirit that unifies us with common cause
and common encouragement.
Please pray for encouragement as we
head toward the holidays. As we meet in
our Sunday School classes, Bible studies
and committees, may we be family for each
other and encouraged to journey forward
with Christ into the unknown but ultimately, to God.
—Stephanie

Hello, church family, and happy December!
This is a special time of year, and this
year we are finding that we need to celebrate the season in increasingly special
ways! Thank you for staying in touch, for
participating in our fellowship and encouraging each other, and especially for staying flexible. A worldwide pandemic requires
that everyone be light on their feet; our
willingness to meet, teach and reach out
to our neighbors creatively is what it takes
for us to follow the Lord bravely through
the pandemic.
Thank you for your support of our
church family’s Christian Education pro-

Stephanie’s office is full of boxes.

FRED
Talks

Introducing FRED Talks in 2021!

Faithfulness: Ready to Explore and Discover

In a nod to popular TED Talks and to the great communicator Fred Rogers, who talked
to many audiences about many topics, “FRED Talks” is a series of monthly talks at
FPC in 2021. FRED Talks will bring us informative topics to help: bolster our faithfulness; get us ready for whatever faces us; explore our mission and ministry in
the world; and discover new skills to face the future, strengthening our faith.

“All of us, at some time or other, need help. Whether we’re giving or receiving help, each one of us
has something valuable to bring to this world. That’s one of the things that connects us as neighbors—
in our own way, each one of us is a giver and a receiver.” —Fred Rogers

“When You Need to Travel to a New Home”
It’s difficult to make the decision, when
the time comes, to change from independent living to an alternative lifestyle.
Whether we’re making that
choice for ourselves or for a parent or spouse, it’s a huge step
to change one’s lifestyle.
A FRED Talks panel of speakers on Monday, January 4, will
share personal stories about their experiences with a loved one who has gone to
an assisted living, memory care or nursing care facility. The talk is set for 7 p.m.
over Zoom. Watch for the Zoom link in
the weekly church email. This kicks off a
2021 season of FRED Talks at the church
to be held on the first Monday of each
month.
We’re fortunate to live in a time when
so many options are available for differ-

ent levels of care, such as: continuing care
communities that provide independent living, assisted living, memory care, and rehab and nursing care centers on
the same campus. Nursing care
centers provide short- and longterm care for rehab and chronic
medical conditions. In community care communities it’s easier
to transfer from independent living to
assisted living because a person has priority in that system.
The FRED Talk panel will identify 12
signs to be aware of when we or a loved
one may need to move—for safety and
well-being—to assisted living, memory
care or nursing care. Speakers will also
talk about how to select the right care
facility for ourselves or a loved one.

Congratulations!

ANNIVERSARY

...to Pastor Bobby on his one-year anniversary at FPC. His first Sunday in the
pulpit was November 17, 2019. He arived
just four months before we found ourselves in the beginning of the coronavirus
pandemic and a strange year for our
church. Who would have thought his
first year as pastor would be filled with
our worshiping together over Zoom, sitting in front of a computer screen, and
services held in the cemetery! We thank
you for helping us adapt to a new normal in 2020!

Humor
A man sent his friend a
cryptic Christmas card. It
said: A B C D E F G H I J
KMNOPQRSTUV
W X Y Z.
The recipient puzzled over
it for weeks, finally gave up
and wrote asking for an
explanation. In July he
received the explanation on
a postcard: “No L.”

As a little girl climbed onto
Santa’s lap, Santa asked
the usual, “And what would
you like for Christmas?”
The child stared at him
open-mouthed and horrified
for a minute, then gasped:
“Didn’t you get my email?”
A 10-year-old, under the
tutelage of her grandmother,
was becoming quite knowledgeable about the Bible.
Then one day she floored
her grandmother by asking,
“Which virgin was the
mother of Jesus? The virgin
Mary or the King James
Virgin?”
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Homebuilders

MAY YOU HAVE THE

Gift of Faith
Humor
Two young boys were
spending the night at their
grandparents’ house the
week before Christmas. At
bedtime, the two boys knelt
beside their beds to say their
prayers. The younger one
began praying at the top of
his lungs:
“I PRAY FOR A NEW
BICYCLE...”
“I PRAY FOR A NEW
NINTENDO...”
His older brother leaned
over, nudged him and
asked“Why are you
shouting? God isn’t deaf.”
To which the little brother
replied, “No, but Grandma
is!”
Actual children’s versions of
Christmas carols:
 “...sleep in heavenly
peas”
 “Joy to the world, the
Savior rains”
 “While shepherds washed
their socks by night”
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Sunday School

THE BLESSINGS OF HOPE AND THE

Peace of His Love

Christmas

THIS

Survey reveals health and safety is a big concern
The health and safety of themselves, as
well as that of their family and church
members, emerged as the number one concern in a survey of FPC members. The
survey came after Williamson County
moved to Orange Phase of COVID-19 in
which there is high risk of community
spread of the virus. The next week the
county went to Red Phase, the highest.
Of 113 responding to the online survey by newsletter deadline, 80.5% said
health and safety was their biggest concern. Only 14% listed declining membership because of limited in-person opportunities as a number one concern.
Another question asked what the member’s comfort level was with returning to
in-person worship considering the coronavirus metrics of the county that sparked
the move to Orange. The responses were:
 63% said they were not ready to return
to in-building, in-person worship
 19.5% said they were ready
 14% said they might come back but had
reservations
Asked their thoughts on the 2nd Sunday outdoor worship service at the Presbyterian Cemetery, 21% said it was their
preferred form of worship but 54% said
they did not attend these services.

How often would they attend an outdoor service at the cemetery or other place
outside of FPC? 23% said they would attend when the services were offered, while
37.5% said they would attend sometimes.
38% said they don’t attend these outdoor
services.
Parents were asked about their children returning to in-person gatherings at
church, while following all safety protocols. Of 18 responses, two choices received
33%: “I would send my children to outdoor activities only” and “I am not ready
for my children to gather in person.” 22%
said they would send their children to
indoor and outdoor activities at church,
while 11% were unsure about what they
would do.
This was the second survey by Open
the Doors and There’s All the People
(ODTAP), a subgroup of the FPC Health
and Safety Committee. This survey followed the announcement in November
that the church would suspend in-person
gatherings after the county announced its
return to Orange Phase. An email to
church members had a video message from
Pastor Bobby and a link to the online
survey (see stories on pages 1 and 3).
—Marty Curtis

ON ZOOM
Crossroads
Crossroads begins each week with lively
discussions at the intersection of faith and
current events. The class welcomes guests
to come, listen and dialogue! Crossroads
is led by Amanda and Patrick Tolbert.
Contact Patrick to receive the Zoom link!

Surveyors
Surveyors are finishing their fall series,
Surprised by Hope by N.T. Wright, on
December 20. The book’s message has been
designed for video in a 6-part series with
Dr. Wright. Gary Nelon facilitates the
discussion. Contact Bill Stanley to receive
the Zoom link.

A 5-week virtual study began November
15 with intergenerational sessions from
PCUSA based on principles taught in Fred
Rogers’ neighborhood. The class is watching clips and discussing themes from the
television program, including neighborliness (hospitality), conflict resolution,
love and acceptance,
and kindness. If you
are interested in
participating in this
class, contact Karen
Jones for the Zoom link.

Adult Elective
Stephanie is thrilled to announce that
Adult Elective is coming back! We’ll start
in January with “Healthy Christian Conflict,” co-taught by Karen Jones and Gary
Nelon. This will be the first of several
engaging spring semester elective classes,
and you have a place at the table in these
classes! Watch for the Zoom link!

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
Meets at 12 noon
Wednesday via Zoom,
and is continuing its
discussion of the Gospel
of John. Ron Place posts a
Zoom link to the session
each week prior to the
session. Those interested in
participating can contact
Ron to be added to the
participant list.

Ladies’ Lunch study in 2021: Celtic Christians
The new year will take the Ladie’s Lunch Bible Study group on Journeys with Celtic
Christians by Rodney Newman. The early Christians of Ireland developed an expression of the faith characterized by deep devotion and fascinating stories. The book
offers rich insights for modern issues such as promoting a caring society, relating to
the natural world and welcoming strangers. The faith spread and flourished in
Ireland, Scotland, Wales and Northern England between the 5th and 11th centuries
because saints like Patrick, Brigid and Columba traveled extensively, preaching, teaching and founding monasteries.
By connecting historical information with their current lives and concerns, we
will be encouraged to consider the many ways pilgrimage has shaped their personal
faith. We will discover the value and contributions of fellow travelers on the faith
journey and how they assist and shape that journey.
By recalling how Celtic Christians celebrated and
marked significant moments in their lives of faith, we will
discover ways to develop this practice. We also will affirm
the importance of both offering and receiving hospitality
on the faith journey, a discipline that was critical to the
Celts. There will be opportunities to deal with difficult life
journeys such as transitions and opportunities for
forgiveness, and the importance of blessing one another
in a world that values polarization over cooperation and
competition over community.
Join us as we grow together in our spiritual understandings and commitments, starting on January 6 at
noon.

Ladies’ Lunch
Bible Study
Meets at 12 noon Wednesday on Zoom and is studying Incarnation by Adam
Hamilton. Contact Karen
Rayburn for information on
the book and to receive the
Zoom link. Join the group in
this Advent study as we
reclaim the Christ Child
who brings us together,
heals our hearts and calls
us to bring light into darkness.
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David Lee Hulsey
Youth Director
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YOUTH MINISTRY

MUSIC MINISTRY

DL on Passing the baton to continue the race

For the Hulseys
At its November
meeting, session
approved the collection
of a Love Offering for
DL and Sarah Hulsey,
our outgoing
Youth Directors,
to express our deep
appreciation of the
wonderful service and
dedication of the
Hulseys as youth leaders.
You may give online
at the church web page,
fpcgeorgetown.org,
or mail a check to the
church office
by December 20.
Please note “Hulsey
Offering” in the memo
line of the check.
—Administrative Committee

A virtual reception
will be held for the
Hulseys following
the livestream
worship service
on December 20.

It almost seems unthinkable that this is
my last newsletter to write as Youth Director. But, alas, there have been a number of "lasts" as the end of my time draws
near. And I confess that I've taken a number of moments to simply sit back and reflect on all the moments that cause me to
say, "well that was my last ______." While
it has been bittersweet, a shift in my
thoughts has occurred. During one of
those moments when I was in my office
and reflecting, I looked up and saw a
runner's baton on top of a bookshelf.
It was something we got long ago as
an illustration for a youth talk about running the race of faith. This was inspired
by a sermon Pastor Mike Roberts had
given a few months ahead of the talk, and
he would give a similar sermon and
children's moment during church right
before his retirement. Passing on the baton so that another might continue the
race ahead. His message was inspiring all
those years ago, but it's taken on a new
meaning because I'm now in a different
position in this race.

I am honored, humbled, overjoyed and
confident in handing off the baton to the
future of FPC Youth Ministry. I look forward to seeing what God has planned for
our next Youth Director, the youth and
their families as we turn a corner in youth
ministry. I can definitely say it is a different world from when I first came to FPC,
and I have felt the love of God at work
through this church family. And I am excited to see what is to come.
So as I pass the baton, I have a request
of you all:
 Love these youth. They are incredible,
fallible, thoughtful and capable of more
than we give them credit for.
 Support their families because raising
children is hard but worth it.
 Take care of the next Youth Director as
well as you did me and my family. We were
able to serve for so long because this is a
special church family that knows how to
love as Christ loves us.
Here's the baton. Now go run!
—God bless, David Lee

Christmas Cantata
11 a.m. December 13, during livestream worship service
Featuring selections from last year’s cantata,
“Let There Be Peace,” and new virtual pieces
from First Bells, ReSounding Voices and a string quartet.

Family-friendly Advent opportunity

Directional sign points the
way to First Presbyterian

“Advent” means “coming” or “arrival.” During the season of Advent, we celebrate
Christ’s coming into the world and watch with expectant hope for his coming
again. This year, more than ever, we seek the comfort and reassurance this brings.
To help us focus our hearts and minds on this, the Education and Nurture
Committee is planning a family-friendly Advent opportunity. Throughout the
month of December, you are invited to visit the north lawn at FPC where our
wooden crèche will be set up for you to
enjoy and even take a photo with. In
addition to the crèche, there will be a
prayer station available with a takehome for each family. There is no
schedule, so you may stop by when it
is convenient for you. Our prayer is
that your Advent Season will be one of
wonderful expectant waiting that
knows the assurance of God’s love and
mercy, both now and throughout the
year to come.

If you happen to drive on University Avenue often, between Austin Avenue and
Southwestern University, you may have
noticed this sign at the corner of Church
Street pointing the way to our church.
It has been there for more than a year
and was the project of the Evangelism
Committee. When Minta McIntosh was
a first-year deacon on that committee
two years ago, she promoted the idea of
the sign and ordered it through
Cokesbury. The image is visible from
both the east and west approach. Minta
had help from her son, Lee, in getting
the sign approved and situated at that
corner. She said these signs can be seen
on other roads and highways pointing
the way to a PCUSA church.

O holy night, the stars
are brightly shining,
It is the night of the dear
Saviour’s birth;
Long lay the world in sin
and error pining,
'Till he appeared and the
soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the
weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new
and glorious morn;
Fall on your knees, Oh
hear the angel voices!
O night divine! O night
when Christ was born.
O night, O holy night,
O night divine.
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COMPASSIONATE CARE
Penny Leone
Parish Nurse

Points
from
Parish
Nurse
Penny

Friends
in Deed

During Advent:

Give to the Joy Offering
seem very distant. To provide space for
tangible remembering and to lift our
heartbreak up to our loving Father, please
plan to attend a special worship service
on Sunday, December 20, at 5 p.m. More
details to follow via the weekly FPC email.
Note: If we re-enter the Yellow Phase of Williamson County’s COVID-19 metrics, we will have
this service in-person at the Presbyterian
Cemetery. If we remain in Orange or Red Phase,
we will plan to do a special service over Zoom.
A decision will be made by or before December 13.

Silent Night
An FPC mission
project
helping members
with routine home
maintenance.
Call the church office
to schedule a visit
from one of
FPC’s Friends
in Deed

Caring Place fundraiser
canceled due to COVID

In a year that has seen so many losses...
Most years that FPC has
hosted a “Blue Christmas”
service, the focus has been on
people who have experienced
the death of a loved one
causing the holidays to feel less
than full of joy and merriment. Blue Christmas service
this year is more global, I
think. It has been an unprecedented year of loss. Yes, there have been
deaths. And there has been loss of jobs and
economic security. Most of us have lost our
beloved rhythms of life that felt familiar and
gave our lives the richness of gatherings
and adventures and hugs. Thinking of our
nation, we can name so many losses
related to hatred and violence.
Our faith story is grounded in the
presence and reality of God who came and
dwells among us at all times, even in the
midst of hardship. Advent is the season of
hope, love, joy and peace, and yet it is
important to name that those feelings can

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born.
Silent night, holy night!
Son of God love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.

Your food donations:

MISSION

The Christmas Joy Offering is one way we
join together as Presbyterians around the
country to help vulnerable people whom
we aren’t able to meet individually or as a
congregation.
Working together really does make bigger and better things possible. During
these past months, because of COVID-19,
many haven’t been able to come together
in person. Now, during the Advent Season we come together, if only virtually, to
support church workers past, present and
future through the Christmas Joy Offering.
This offering, a cherished Presbyterian
tradition since the 1930s, distributes gifts
equally to the PCUSA Assistance Program
of the Board of Pensions and Presbyterianrelated schools and colleges with communities of color.
The Assistance Program provides critical financial support for current and
retired, or past, church workers and their
families experiencing life’s challenging circumstances.
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges educate and develop future church
leaders, while nurturing racial and ethnic
heritage, a Presbyterian commitment for
some 140 years. One of the supported
schools is Presbyterian Pan American
School in Kingsville.
The offering will be taken December 6.
However, we can give throughout the
Advent Season. We can give to the Christmas Joy Offerng two ways: 1) through the
church web page, fpcgeorgetown.org, or
2) by mailing a check, payable to First Presbyterian Church, with “Joy Offering” in
the memo line, to Sue Bell, Financial Secretary.

The Caring Place is continuing to do its
very best to serve the needs of our community. Here’s the latest update.
Normally in the fall we have a concert
and dinner fundraiser at Schwertner
Ranch. Because of COVID-19, there was no
fundraiser this year, so The Caring Place
has a goal of raising $50,000. The shops
are still open but they don’t raise nearly
enough funds to cover the needs of the
community. The hours of operation at the
shops can be found at www.caringplace
tx.org/shops.
Southwestern University has donated
$100,000 to support The Caring Place’s
work to fulfill needs in the community,
which, of course, are much higher than
usual because people have lost their jobs
and cannot make ends meet.
Please consider a financial donation to
The Caring Place. At the moment, food
donations are not accepted as food is coming from the Central Texas Food Bank.
This is a wonderful organization and we
get excellent value for our money, but we
still have to pay something.
So financial donations are more than
welcome. To donate, you can do so online
at caringplacetx.org, or you can send a
check to P.O. Box 1215, Georgetown 78627.
Write "Spirit" on the memo line. It's a
tough time for all of us but much more so
for those who depend on The Caring Place.
Till next time: Wear a mask when you
are outside or in shops, and stay 6 feet apart
when there are people around. Thanks for
your help and support. —Jenny Carswell

Don’t forget. . .
...to pick up your
tamale orders on
Friday, December
4, from 5 - 6:30
p.m. at the 7th
Street entrance to
the church! Contact Jeff Pratt with
any questions.

If you put food in The
Caring Place barrels at
church, please know that it
is being taken to Helping
Hands of Georgetown,
which feeds the homeless
and others in our community. Thank you for your
donations during this time
that TCP is not accepting
food donations. Helping
Hands will accept all types
of nonperishable food. Also,
a few groups in our church
prepare lunch bags once a
month for Helping Hands,
and they could use help. Let
Jenny Carswell know if you
are interested in helping.

Misson Sewing

Santa isn't the only one making deliveries in December!
Mission Sewing delivered 35
sets of stuffed animals,
blankets and books to the
Williamson County Children's Advocacy Center.
This included several small
comfort pillows with "petite
pocket pals" attached.
Across town at Stonehaven Senior Center and the
Austin Cancer Center, we
donated more than 70 knitted and crocheted stocking
hats.
Thanks to Barbara
Caudle, Alison Harrison,
Linette Harwell, Lenice
Smithwick and Judy Willett
for sharing their time and
talents. And thank you to
the individual who donated
several flannel blankets
with crocheted edging. We
were able to provide warmth
and comfort to many deserving individuals.
—Kathy Jones
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Stephanie
(continued from page 4)

Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib
for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid
down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked
down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep
in the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the
baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus no
crying he makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus,
look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle ‘til
morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I
ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love
me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children
in thy tender care,
And take us to heaven, to
live with Thee there.

name on it. “You can imagine how excited a child is to open the front door and
see a package with his or her name on it,”
Stephanie said.
There has also been a “Porch Pals for
Kids” LOGOS led by Stephanie, with kids
acting out a Bible story.
For the pre-Thanksgiving LOGOS session, Theresa McKenna and Bridget and
Kyle Chapman delivered boxes of snacks
and materials to front porches. For that
Zoom program, Theresa supervised the
making of Oreo cookie turkeys. Kids also
answered Thanksgiving-themed questions.
For Sunday School programming,
Stephanie is appreciative of the faithful
leadership of the adult classes and Bible
study groups. She hopes to schedule some
adult elective classes in the spring, probably over Zoom.
Online resources for children’s Sunday
School show up on a main screen on the
church web page where Stephanie uses
bitmoji-created drawings of her doing
various activities. She’s had fun using the

Faith in Action could
use more drivers
Volunteers are the backbone of Faith in
Action Georgetown (FIAG), an FPC supported mission. And the agency needs
more volunteer drivers to take clients to
medical appointments. These volunteer
activities can be flexible with your schedule and are a great way to serve seniors in
our community.
To volunteer, go to www.faithinaction
gt.org/ and complete the volunteer application packet, following the steps on the
screen.
Email the form to volunteering@faithi
nactiongt.org. If you have issues filling
out the application, click on the
help button on the
screen or call FIAG
at 512-827-2640.
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program on her laptop and an app on her
phone. Resources online are Bible lessons
for all ages, jokes with Jaime Cowan, coloring pages and a video of a “You Matter” mystery guest who delivers a special
message to the kids.
Stephanie is working with Education
and Nurture and other staff in planning
for a crèche and small station to be set up
on the church lawn during December that
members can visit and interact with (see
article on page 6).
As she tackles the challenges of her fulltime job, Stephanie is eagerly looking forward to receiving word soon about
placement of a foster child in her new
Georgetown home. She felt God calling
her years ago to be a foster parent because
of the great need. She became licensed in
2016 for foster parent respite services. “In
February of 2017 I started providing respite care for foster parents, taking care of
children in my home who were ages two
weeks to teenagers.” That’s when she
started collecting toys appropriate for children of every age.
Her opportunity as a foster parent
came in December 2017 when a young boy
was placed in her Waco home. He was
there for two years. At the time she was
on the staff of a Waco area church, and
her new foster child had an instant community of no fewer than 100 people in his
life to love and nurture him, she said.
“That’s the best gift I can give a foster
child,” Stephanie said, “a church family
that loves him (or her).” And she is excited that a new foster child placed with
her will have the FPC congregation to love
.
and nurture him or her.
What is it like to see a foster child go
when the placement agency makes that
decision? “It’s like losing a loved one. The
grief never goes away. You live with it
your whole life. Signing up as a foster
parent means signing up for a life of seeing God work in hard places.”
She anticipates a foster child soon but
knows that the paperwork for relicensing
in her new home and community takes
time. The child could be a baby, young
child or teen. “I’m looking forward to a
fresh life and fresh challenge,” she said
with a smile.
—Marty Curtis

FELLOWSHIP

PW Christmas Project benefits two groups
Normally we Presbyterian Women would
have two December concerns: a Christmas
Project and registering for the Mission
Presbytery PW Spring Gathering at MoRanch. Unfortunately, the 2021 Spring
Gathering will not be in-person; instead
it will be a virtual event April 9-10. Watch
for details in coming months.
That means we can focus on our
Christmas Project, which will serve two
local agencies, Hope Alliance and Helping
Hands of Georgetown. The PW Board has
pledged $500 in gift cards to be shared by
these two groups. If you choose to support the project, please send a check, payable to Presbyterian Women, to Treasurer
Kitty Bristow, and write "Christmas
Project" in the memo line. If giving exceeds
$500, more will be given to the two groups.
You do not have to be a Presbyterian
Woman to participate. We are not a club,
and we are not limited to those who are in
a circle, on a list or doing a Bible study.
Everyone can give, even Presbyterian men.

Helping Hands of Georgetown strives
to provide basic services, including food,
clothing, avenues of employment, and
available social services to the underserved,
working poor and homeless of our community. Read more at www.helpinghands
gtx.org. Helping Hands will receive
McDonalds gift cards through our PW
Christmas Project.
Hope Alliance works on behalf of those
who have been physically, sexually, emotionally and psychologically abused. It
provides vital support services that increase a survivor’s safety and helps them
break out of the cycle of violence in which
they live. Read more at www.hopealliance
tx.org. We will donate Walmart gift cards
to Hope Alliance.
"Each of you should give what you
have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver." (2 Corinthians 9:7}
Wishing you a blessed Advent season
and Christmas.
—Beverly Jones

PW December Circle Meetings
Circle

Time/Date

Circle Leaders

Elizabeth
Lydia

6:30pm via Zoom, December 1
TBD

Hannah-Esther

11:00am via Zoom, December 16

Martha
Rachel
Sarah-Ruth

10:00am via Zoom, December 16
10:00am via Zoom, December 16
Invited to any Zoom circle meeting

Theresa McKenna 512-635-5152
Kitty Bristow 512-843-4288
Alison Harrison 512-388-1812
Marty Curtis 501-517-3503
Lenice Smithwick 254-793-8039
Carol Siekmeier 512-863-8601
Sandie Kienitz 512-868-2519
Susan Poteete 512-863-6303

Words to reflect on:

Humor

We can only appreciate the miracle of the
sunrise if we have waited in the darkness.

A mother was preparing pancakes for her
sons, Kevin, 5, and Ryan, 3.
The boys argued over who would get the
first pancake. The mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson.
She said, “If Jesus were sitting here, he
would say, ‘Let my brother have the first
pancake; I can wait’.”
Kevin turned to his younger brother and
said, “Ryan, you be Jesus!”

Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass.
It’s about learning how to dance in the rain.
—Vivian Greene
When you get to the end of your rope, tie a
knot and hang on.
—Franklin D. Roosevelt

“Lamenting Death”
Presbyterian Women’s
December Horizons
lesson
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Stephanie
(continued from page 4)

Away in a Manger
Away in a manger, no crib
for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid
down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked
down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep
in the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the
baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus no
crying he makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus,
look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle ‘til
morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I
ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love
me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children
in thy tender care,
And take us to heaven, to
live with Thee there.

name on it. “You can imagine how excited a child is to open the front door and
see a package with his or her name on it,”
Stephanie said.
There has also been a “Porch Pals for
Kids” LOGOS led by Stephanie, with kids
acting out a Bible story.
For the pre-Thanksgiving LOGOS session, Theresa McKenna and Bridget and
Kyle Chapman delivered boxes of snacks
and materials to front porches. For that
Zoom program, Theresa supervised the
making of Oreo cookie turkeys. Kids also
answered Thanksgiving-themed questions.
For Sunday School programming,
Stephanie is appreciative of the faithful
leadership of the adult classes and Bible
study groups. She hopes to schedule some
adult elective classes in the spring, probably over Zoom.
Online resources for children’s Sunday
School show up on a main screen on the
church web page where Stephanie uses
bitmoji-created drawings of her doing
various activities. She’s had fun using the

Faith in Action could
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Volunteers are the backbone of Faith in
Action Georgetown (FIAG), an FPC supported mission. And the agency needs
more volunteer drivers to take clients to
medical appointments. These volunteer
activities can be flexible with your schedule and are a great way to serve seniors in
our community.
To volunteer, go to www.faithinaction
gt.org/ and complete the volunteer application packet, following the steps on the
screen.
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help button on the
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program on her laptop and an app on her
phone. Resources online are Bible lessons
for all ages, jokes with Jaime Cowan, coloring pages and a video of a “You Matter” mystery guest who delivers a special
message to the kids.
Stephanie is working with Education
and Nurture and other staff in planning
for a crèche and small station to be set up
on the church lawn during December that
members can visit and interact with (see
article on page 6).
As she tackles the challenges of her fulltime job, Stephanie is eagerly looking forward to receiving word soon about
placement of a foster child in her new
Georgetown home. She felt God calling
her years ago to be a foster parent because
of the great need. She became licensed in
2016 for foster parent respite services. “In
February of 2017 I started providing respite care for foster parents, taking care of
children in my home who were ages two
weeks to teenagers.” That’s when she
started collecting toys appropriate for children of every age.
Her opportunity as a foster parent
came in December 2017 when a young boy
was placed in her Waco home. He was
there for two years. At the time she was
on the staff of a Waco area church, and
her new foster child had an instant community of no fewer than 100 people in his
life to love and nurture him, she said.
“That’s the best gift I can give a foster
child,” Stephanie said, “a church family
that loves him (or her).” And she is excited that a new foster child placed with
her will have the FPC congregation to love
.
and nurture him or her.
What is it like to see a foster child go
when the placement agency makes that
decision? “It’s like losing a loved one. The
grief never goes away. You live with it
your whole life. Signing up as a foster
parent means signing up for a life of seeing God work in hard places.”
She anticipates a foster child soon but
knows that the paperwork for relicensing
in her new home and community takes
time. The child could be a baby, young
child or teen. “I’m looking forward to a
fresh life and fresh challenge,” she said
with a smile.
—Marty Curtis

FELLOWSHIP

PW Christmas Project benefits two groups
Normally we Presbyterian Women would
have two December concerns: a Christmas
Project and registering for the Mission
Presbytery PW Spring Gathering at MoRanch. Unfortunately, the 2021 Spring
Gathering will not be in-person; instead
it will be a virtual event April 9-10. Watch
for details in coming months.
That means we can focus on our
Christmas Project, which will serve two
local agencies, Hope Alliance and Helping
Hands of Georgetown. The PW Board has
pledged $500 in gift cards to be shared by
these two groups. If you choose to support the project, please send a check, payable to Presbyterian Women, to Treasurer
Kitty Bristow, and write "Christmas
Project" in the memo line. If giving exceeds
$500, more will be given to the two groups.
You do not have to be a Presbyterian
Woman to participate. We are not a club,
and we are not limited to those who are in
a circle, on a list or doing a Bible study.
Everyone can give, even Presbyterian men.

Helping Hands of Georgetown strives
to provide basic services, including food,
clothing, avenues of employment, and
available social services to the underserved,
working poor and homeless of our community. Read more at www.helpinghands
gtx.org. Helping Hands will receive
McDonalds gift cards through our PW
Christmas Project.
Hope Alliance works on behalf of those
who have been physically, sexually, emotionally and psychologically abused. It
provides vital support services that increase a survivor’s safety and helps them
break out of the cycle of violence in which
they live. Read more at www.hopealliance
tx.org. We will donate Walmart gift cards
to Hope Alliance.
"Each of you should give what you
have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver." (2 Corinthians 9:7}
Wishing you a blessed Advent season
and Christmas.
—Beverly Jones

PW December Circle Meetings
Circle

Time/Date

Circle Leaders

Elizabeth
Lydia

6:30pm via Zoom, December 1
TBD

Hannah-Esther

11:00am via Zoom, December 16

Martha
Rachel
Sarah-Ruth

10:00am via Zoom, December 16
10:00am via Zoom, December 16
Invited to any Zoom circle meeting

Theresa McKenna 512-635-5152
Kitty Bristow 512-843-4288
Alison Harrison 512-388-1812
Marty Curtis 501-517-3503
Lenice Smithwick 254-793-8039
Carol Siekmeier 512-863-8601
Sandie Kienitz 512-868-2519
Susan Poteete 512-863-6303

Words to reflect on:

Humor

We can only appreciate the miracle of the
sunrise if we have waited in the darkness.

A mother was preparing pancakes for her
sons, Kevin, 5, and Ryan, 3.
The boys argued over who would get the
first pancake. The mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson.
She said, “If Jesus were sitting here, he
would say, ‘Let my brother have the first
pancake; I can wait’.”
Kevin turned to his younger brother and
said, “Ryan, you be Jesus!”

Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass.
It’s about learning how to dance in the rain.
—Vivian Greene
When you get to the end of your rope, tie a
knot and hang on.
—Franklin D. Roosevelt

“Lamenting Death”
Presbyterian Women’s
December Horizons
lesson
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COMPASSIONATE CARE
Penny Leone
Parish Nurse

Points
from
Parish
Nurse
Penny

Friends
in Deed

During Advent:

Give to the Joy Offering
seem very distant. To provide space for
tangible remembering and to lift our
heartbreak up to our loving Father, please
plan to attend a special worship service
on Sunday, December 20, at 5 p.m. More
details to follow via the weekly FPC email.
Note: If we re-enter the Yellow Phase of Williamson County’s COVID-19 metrics, we will have
this service in-person at the Presbyterian
Cemetery. If we remain in Orange or Red Phase,
we will plan to do a special service over Zoom.
A decision will be made by or before December 13.

Silent Night
An FPC mission
project
helping members
with routine home
maintenance.
Call the church office
to schedule a visit
from one of
FPC’s Friends
in Deed

Caring Place fundraiser
canceled due to COVID

In a year that has seen so many losses...
Most years that FPC has
hosted a “Blue Christmas”
service, the focus has been on
people who have experienced
the death of a loved one
causing the holidays to feel less
than full of joy and merriment. Blue Christmas service
this year is more global, I
think. It has been an unprecedented year of loss. Yes, there have been
deaths. And there has been loss of jobs and
economic security. Most of us have lost our
beloved rhythms of life that felt familiar and
gave our lives the richness of gatherings
and adventures and hugs. Thinking of our
nation, we can name so many losses
related to hatred and violence.
Our faith story is grounded in the
presence and reality of God who came and
dwells among us at all times, even in the
midst of hardship. Advent is the season of
hope, love, joy and peace, and yet it is
important to name that those feelings can

Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born.
Silent night, holy night!
Son of God love’s pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.
Jesus Lord, at Thy birth.

Your food donations:

MISSION

The Christmas Joy Offering is one way we
join together as Presbyterians around the
country to help vulnerable people whom
we aren’t able to meet individually or as a
congregation.
Working together really does make bigger and better things possible. During
these past months, because of COVID-19,
many haven’t been able to come together
in person. Now, during the Advent Season we come together, if only virtually, to
support church workers past, present and
future through the Christmas Joy Offering.
This offering, a cherished Presbyterian
tradition since the 1930s, distributes gifts
equally to the PCUSA Assistance Program
of the Board of Pensions and Presbyterianrelated schools and colleges with communities of color.
The Assistance Program provides critical financial support for current and
retired, or past, church workers and their
families experiencing life’s challenging circumstances.
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges educate and develop future church
leaders, while nurturing racial and ethnic
heritage, a Presbyterian commitment for
some 140 years. One of the supported
schools is Presbyterian Pan American
School in Kingsville.
The offering will be taken December 6.
However, we can give throughout the
Advent Season. We can give to the Christmas Joy Offerng two ways: 1) through the
church web page, fpcgeorgetown.org, or
2) by mailing a check, payable to First Presbyterian Church, with “Joy Offering” in
the memo line, to Sue Bell, Financial Secretary.

The Caring Place is continuing to do its
very best to serve the needs of our community. Here’s the latest update.
Normally in the fall we have a concert
and dinner fundraiser at Schwertner
Ranch. Because of COVID-19, there was no
fundraiser this year, so The Caring Place
has a goal of raising $50,000. The shops
are still open but they don’t raise nearly
enough funds to cover the needs of the
community. The hours of operation at the
shops can be found at www.caringplace
tx.org/shops.
Southwestern University has donated
$100,000 to support The Caring Place’s
work to fulfill needs in the community,
which, of course, are much higher than
usual because people have lost their jobs
and cannot make ends meet.
Please consider a financial donation to
The Caring Place. At the moment, food
donations are not accepted as food is coming from the Central Texas Food Bank.
This is a wonderful organization and we
get excellent value for our money, but we
still have to pay something.
So financial donations are more than
welcome. To donate, you can do so online
at caringplacetx.org, or you can send a
check to P.O. Box 1215, Georgetown 78627.
Write "Spirit" on the memo line. It's a
tough time for all of us but much more so
for those who depend on The Caring Place.
Till next time: Wear a mask when you
are outside or in shops, and stay 6 feet apart
when there are people around. Thanks for
your help and support. —Jenny Carswell

Don’t forget. . .
...to pick up your
tamale orders on
Friday, December
4, from 5 - 6:30
p.m. at the 7th
Street entrance to
the church! Contact Jeff Pratt with
any questions.

If you put food in The
Caring Place barrels at
church, please know that it
is being taken to Helping
Hands of Georgetown,
which feeds the homeless
and others in our community. Thank you for your
donations during this time
that TCP is not accepting
food donations. Helping
Hands will accept all types
of nonperishable food. Also,
a few groups in our church
prepare lunch bags once a
month for Helping Hands,
and they could use help. Let
Jenny Carswell know if you
are interested in helping.

Misson Sewing

Santa isn't the only one making deliveries in December!
Mission Sewing delivered 35
sets of stuffed animals,
blankets and books to the
Williamson County Children's Advocacy Center.
This included several small
comfort pillows with "petite
pocket pals" attached.
Across town at Stonehaven Senior Center and the
Austin Cancer Center, we
donated more than 70 knitted and crocheted stocking
hats.
Thanks to Barbara
Caudle, Alison Harrison,
Linette Harwell, Lenice
Smithwick and Judy Willett
for sharing their time and
talents. And thank you to
the individual who donated
several flannel blankets
with crocheted edging. We
were able to provide warmth
and comfort to many deserving individuals.
—Kathy Jones
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David Lee Hulsey
Youth Director
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YOUTH MINISTRY

MUSIC MINISTRY

DL on Passing the baton to continue the race

For the Hulseys
At its November
meeting, session
approved the collection
of a Love Offering for
DL and Sarah Hulsey,
our outgoing
Youth Directors,
to express our deep
appreciation of the
wonderful service and
dedication of the
Hulseys as youth leaders.
You may give online
at the church web page,
fpcgeorgetown.org,
or mail a check to the
church office
by December 20.
Please note “Hulsey
Offering” in the memo
line of the check.
—Administrative Committee

A virtual reception
will be held for the
Hulseys following
the livestream
worship service
on December 20.

It almost seems unthinkable that this is
my last newsletter to write as Youth Director. But, alas, there have been a number of "lasts" as the end of my time draws
near. And I confess that I've taken a number of moments to simply sit back and reflect on all the moments that cause me to
say, "well that was my last ______." While
it has been bittersweet, a shift in my
thoughts has occurred. During one of
those moments when I was in my office
and reflecting, I looked up and saw a
runner's baton on top of a bookshelf.
It was something we got long ago as
an illustration for a youth talk about running the race of faith. This was inspired
by a sermon Pastor Mike Roberts had
given a few months ahead of the talk, and
he would give a similar sermon and
children's moment during church right
before his retirement. Passing on the baton so that another might continue the
race ahead. His message was inspiring all
those years ago, but it's taken on a new
meaning because I'm now in a different
position in this race.

I am honored, humbled, overjoyed and
confident in handing off the baton to the
future of FPC Youth Ministry. I look forward to seeing what God has planned for
our next Youth Director, the youth and
their families as we turn a corner in youth
ministry. I can definitely say it is a different world from when I first came to FPC,
and I have felt the love of God at work
through this church family. And I am excited to see what is to come.
So as I pass the baton, I have a request
of you all:
 Love these youth. They are incredible,
fallible, thoughtful and capable of more
than we give them credit for.
 Support their families because raising
children is hard but worth it.
 Take care of the next Youth Director as
well as you did me and my family. We were
able to serve for so long because this is a
special church family that knows how to
love as Christ loves us.
Here's the baton. Now go run!
—God bless, David Lee

Christmas Cantata
11 a.m. December 13, during livestream worship service
Featuring selections from last year’s cantata,
“Let There Be Peace,” and new virtual pieces
from First Bells, ReSounding Voices and a string quartet.

Family-friendly Advent opportunity

Directional sign points the
way to First Presbyterian

“Advent” means “coming” or “arrival.” During the season of Advent, we celebrate
Christ’s coming into the world and watch with expectant hope for his coming
again. This year, more than ever, we seek the comfort and reassurance this brings.
To help us focus our hearts and minds on this, the Education and Nurture
Committee is planning a family-friendly Advent opportunity. Throughout the
month of December, you are invited to visit the north lawn at FPC where our
wooden crèche will be set up for you to
enjoy and even take a photo with. In
addition to the crèche, there will be a
prayer station available with a takehome for each family. There is no
schedule, so you may stop by when it
is convenient for you. Our prayer is
that your Advent Season will be one of
wonderful expectant waiting that
knows the assurance of God’s love and
mercy, both now and throughout the
year to come.

If you happen to drive on University Avenue often, between Austin Avenue and
Southwestern University, you may have
noticed this sign at the corner of Church
Street pointing the way to our church.
It has been there for more than a year
and was the project of the Evangelism
Committee. When Minta McIntosh was
a first-year deacon on that committee
two years ago, she promoted the idea of
the sign and ordered it through
Cokesbury. The image is visible from
both the east and west approach. Minta
had help from her son, Lee, in getting
the sign approved and situated at that
corner. She said these signs can be seen
on other roads and highways pointing
the way to a PCUSA church.

O holy night, the stars
are brightly shining,
It is the night of the dear
Saviour’s birth;
Long lay the world in sin
and error pining,
'Till he appeared and the
soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the
weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new
and glorious morn;
Fall on your knees, Oh
hear the angel voices!
O night divine! O night
when Christ was born.
O night, O holy night,
O night divine.
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Homebuilders

MAY YOU HAVE THE

Gift of Faith
Humor
Two young boys were
spending the night at their
grandparents’ house the
week before Christmas. At
bedtime, the two boys knelt
beside their beds to say their
prayers. The younger one
began praying at the top of
his lungs:
“I PRAY FOR A NEW
BICYCLE...”
“I PRAY FOR A NEW
NINTENDO...”
His older brother leaned
over, nudged him and
asked“Why are you
shouting? God isn’t deaf.”
To which the little brother
replied, “No, but Grandma
is!”
Actual children’s versions of
Christmas carols:
 “...sleep in heavenly
peas”
 “Joy to the world, the
Savior rains”
 “While shepherds washed
their socks by night”
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Christmas
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Survey reveals health and safety is a big concern
The health and safety of themselves, as
well as that of their family and church
members, emerged as the number one concern in a survey of FPC members. The
survey came after Williamson County
moved to Orange Phase of COVID-19 in
which there is high risk of community
spread of the virus. The next week the
county went to Red Phase, the highest.
Of 113 responding to the online survey by newsletter deadline, 80.5% said
health and safety was their biggest concern. Only 14% listed declining membership because of limited in-person opportunities as a number one concern.
Another question asked what the member’s comfort level was with returning to
in-person worship considering the coronavirus metrics of the county that sparked
the move to Orange. The responses were:
 63% said they were not ready to return
to in-building, in-person worship
 19.5% said they were ready
 14% said they might come back but had
reservations
Asked their thoughts on the 2nd Sunday outdoor worship service at the Presbyterian Cemetery, 21% said it was their
preferred form of worship but 54% said
they did not attend these services.

How often would they attend an outdoor service at the cemetery or other place
outside of FPC? 23% said they would attend when the services were offered, while
37.5% said they would attend sometimes.
38% said they don’t attend these outdoor
services.
Parents were asked about their children returning to in-person gatherings at
church, while following all safety protocols. Of 18 responses, two choices received
33%: “I would send my children to outdoor activities only” and “I am not ready
for my children to gather in person.” 22%
said they would send their children to
indoor and outdoor activities at church,
while 11% were unsure about what they
would do.
This was the second survey by Open
the Doors and There’s All the People
(ODTAP), a subgroup of the FPC Health
and Safety Committee. This survey followed the announcement in November
that the church would suspend in-person
gatherings after the county announced its
return to Orange Phase. An email to
church members had a video message from
Pastor Bobby and a link to the online
survey (see stories on pages 1 and 3).
—Marty Curtis

ON ZOOM
Crossroads
Crossroads begins each week with lively
discussions at the intersection of faith and
current events. The class welcomes guests
to come, listen and dialogue! Crossroads
is led by Amanda and Patrick Tolbert.
Contact Patrick to receive the Zoom link!

Surveyors
Surveyors are finishing their fall series,
Surprised by Hope by N.T. Wright, on
December 20. The book’s message has been
designed for video in a 6-part series with
Dr. Wright. Gary Nelon facilitates the
discussion. Contact Bill Stanley to receive
the Zoom link.

A 5-week virtual study began November
15 with intergenerational sessions from
PCUSA based on principles taught in Fred
Rogers’ neighborhood. The class is watching clips and discussing themes from the
television program, including neighborliness (hospitality), conflict resolution,
love and acceptance,
and kindness. If you
are interested in
participating in this
class, contact Karen
Jones for the Zoom link.

Adult Elective
Stephanie is thrilled to announce that
Adult Elective is coming back! We’ll start
in January with “Healthy Christian Conflict,” co-taught by Karen Jones and Gary
Nelon. This will be the first of several
engaging spring semester elective classes,
and you have a place at the table in these
classes! Watch for the Zoom link!

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
Meets at 12 noon
Wednesday via Zoom,
and is continuing its
discussion of the Gospel
of John. Ron Place posts a
Zoom link to the session
each week prior to the
session. Those interested in
participating can contact
Ron to be added to the
participant list.

Ladies’ Lunch study in 2021: Celtic Christians
The new year will take the Ladie’s Lunch Bible Study group on Journeys with Celtic
Christians by Rodney Newman. The early Christians of Ireland developed an expression of the faith characterized by deep devotion and fascinating stories. The book
offers rich insights for modern issues such as promoting a caring society, relating to
the natural world and welcoming strangers. The faith spread and flourished in
Ireland, Scotland, Wales and Northern England between the 5th and 11th centuries
because saints like Patrick, Brigid and Columba traveled extensively, preaching, teaching and founding monasteries.
By connecting historical information with their current lives and concerns, we
will be encouraged to consider the many ways pilgrimage has shaped their personal
faith. We will discover the value and contributions of fellow travelers on the faith
journey and how they assist and shape that journey.
By recalling how Celtic Christians celebrated and
marked significant moments in their lives of faith, we will
discover ways to develop this practice. We also will affirm
the importance of both offering and receiving hospitality
on the faith journey, a discipline that was critical to the
Celts. There will be opportunities to deal with difficult life
journeys such as transitions and opportunities for
forgiveness, and the importance of blessing one another
in a world that values polarization over cooperation and
competition over community.
Join us as we grow together in our spiritual understandings and commitments, starting on January 6 at
noon.

Ladies’ Lunch
Bible Study
Meets at 12 noon Wednesday on Zoom and is studying Incarnation by Adam
Hamilton. Contact Karen
Rayburn for information on
the book and to receive the
Zoom link. Join the group in
this Advent study as we
reclaim the Christ Child
who brings us together,
heals our hearts and calls
us to bring light into darkness.
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director
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Pandemic causes a pivot for CE programming

FPC Kids
Our bitmoji classroom is
updated on the church
website each week, and
each week’s lessons are
available for the week.
Familiar faces present
Bible lessons, music, art
and more in our bitmoji
classroom! There are
regular mystery guest
videos of encouragement
for the children and even
the occasional animal
sighting!
Family Zooms every
other Wednesday from
6.30 - 7 p.m. have been
exciting. From preparing
blessing bags with Mrs.
Dawn...to discussing
scripture with friends....
to making Oreo turkeys
with Ms. Bridget and
Mrs. Theresa...to catching popcorn in our
mouths with Ms. Stephanie timing us—we have
packed a lot into our
short times together!
Supply delivery boxes
continue to go out as
needed every few weeks
to families who have
registered for fall programming. These boxes
have Sunday School
printouts and Family
Zoom supplies and are
helping children to
engage our lessons and
times together.

We recently caught up with Stephanie
Mettler, FPC’s newest staff member and
Education Director, as she had been on the
job about two months.
Is she settling in to her new FPC role?
She smiles and acknowledges what an
unusual time it has been to start a new
job—especially one whose duties include
working with families and children but,
given the COVID-19 pandemic, she is
mostly unable to interact in person with
them. In-person gatherings at the church
have been suspended for months, with one
exception, because of the coronavirus.
Stephanie and volunteers have set out
to continue doing as much as they can to
engage kids and their parents—while supporting the parents who, like parents everywhere, have days of working from
home while monitoring kids doing virtual
school. Their days are filled with Zoom or
other virtual sessions, Stephanie noted, and
they are often tired of screen time.
So FPC Kids programming has taken a
“pivot,” delivering snacks and supplies for
projects to the kids’ doorsteps and having
LOGOS for a half hour every other
Wednesday on Zoom.
A variety of LOGOS programs led by
volunteers have taken place and are being

planned, she said. In November, Dawn
Bookert led a program that included putting together Blessing Bags for Helping
Hands of Georgetown. This was after
Dawn and Stephanie delivered to front
porches all the items needed for the bags—
in a recycled Amazon box with the child’s
(continued on page 8)

A message from Stephanie

grams and your partnership in ministry.
Your continued prayers are welcome.
Please continue to pray for those who are
missing friends and family and want to
experience the presence of brothers and sisters in Christ. The gift and ministry of presence with each other in our journey is rare
these days, but we are bonded by a Holy
Spirit that unifies us with common cause
and common encouragement.
Please pray for encouragement as we
head toward the holidays. As we meet in
our Sunday School classes, Bible studies
and committees, may we be family for each
other and encouraged to journey forward
with Christ into the unknown but ultimately, to God.
—Stephanie

Hello, church family, and happy December!
This is a special time of year, and this
year we are finding that we need to celebrate the season in increasingly special
ways! Thank you for staying in touch, for
participating in our fellowship and encouraging each other, and especially for staying flexible. A worldwide pandemic requires
that everyone be light on their feet; our
willingness to meet, teach and reach out
to our neighbors creatively is what it takes
for us to follow the Lord bravely through
the pandemic.
Thank you for your support of our
church family’s Christian Education pro-

Stephanie’s office is full of boxes.

FRED
Talks

Introducing FRED Talks in 2021!

Faithfulness: Ready to Explore and Discover

In a nod to popular TED Talks and to the great communicator Fred Rogers, who talked
to many audiences about many topics, “FRED Talks” is a series of monthly talks at
FPC in 2021. FRED Talks will bring us informative topics to help: bolster our faithfulness; get us ready for whatever faces us; explore our mission and ministry in
the world; and discover new skills to face the future, strengthening our faith.

“All of us, at some time or other, need help. Whether we’re giving or receiving help, each one of us
has something valuable to bring to this world. That’s one of the things that connects us as neighbors—
in our own way, each one of us is a giver and a receiver.” —Fred Rogers

“When You Need to Travel to a New Home”
It’s difficult to make the decision, when
the time comes, to change from independent living to an alternative lifestyle.
Whether we’re making that
choice for ourselves or for a parent or spouse, it’s a huge step
to change one’s lifestyle.
A FRED Talks panel of speakers on Monday, January 4, will
share personal stories about their experiences with a loved one who has gone to
an assisted living, memory care or nursing care facility. The talk is set for 7 p.m.
over Zoom. Watch for the Zoom link in
the weekly church email. This kicks off a
2021 season of FRED Talks at the church
to be held on the first Monday of each
month.
We’re fortunate to live in a time when
so many options are available for differ-

ent levels of care, such as: continuing care
communities that provide independent living, assisted living, memory care, and rehab and nursing care centers on
the same campus. Nursing care
centers provide short- and longterm care for rehab and chronic
medical conditions. In community care communities it’s easier
to transfer from independent living to
assisted living because a person has priority in that system.
The FRED Talk panel will identify 12
signs to be aware of when we or a loved
one may need to move—for safety and
well-being—to assisted living, memory
care or nursing care. Speakers will also
talk about how to select the right care
facility for ourselves or a loved one.

Congratulations!

ANNIVERSARY

...to Pastor Bobby on his one-year anniversary at FPC. His first Sunday in the
pulpit was November 17, 2019. He arived
just four months before we found ourselves in the beginning of the coronavirus
pandemic and a strange year for our
church. Who would have thought his
first year as pastor would be filled with
our worshiping together over Zoom, sitting in front of a computer screen, and
services held in the cemetery! We thank
you for helping us adapt to a new normal in 2020!

Humor
A man sent his friend a
cryptic Christmas card. It
said: A B C D E F G H I J
KMNOPQRSTUV
W X Y Z.
The recipient puzzled over
it for weeks, finally gave up
and wrote asking for an
explanation. In July he
received the explanation on
a postcard: “No L.”

As a little girl climbed onto
Santa’s lap, Santa asked
the usual, “And what would
you like for Christmas?”
The child stared at him
open-mouthed and horrified
for a minute, then gasped:
“Didn’t you get my email?”
A 10-year-old, under the
tutelage of her grandmother,
was becoming quite knowledgeable about the Bible.
Then one day she floored
her grandmother by asking,
“Which virgin was the
mother of Jesus? The virgin
Mary or the King James
Virgin?”
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Order a poinsettia for Christmas at FPC
Humor
The nativity play was going
as planned and Joseph and
Mary were going from
house to house knocking on
the doors and asking if there
was any room for them.
As they continued to get
“no room” answers, a little
voice called from the back,
“YOU SHOULD HAVE
BOOKED!”
One day during the children’s sermon, a pastor was
telling the kids about how
the angel came to Mary to
tell her about how she
would help bring Jesus into
the world.
One little girl seemed
puzzled about this whole
scene. Then another child
asked what the pastor
thought was the first thing
Mary would have asked for
after the angel left her.
Instantly, a little girl
chimed in with, “I’ll bet she
asked for a little help from
Joseph!”

This year we will again decorate our worship space for Christmas with poinsettias from
Down Home Ranch, our supported mission. The cost is $10 per plant. You may order
and pay online at fpcgeorge town.org or use the tear-off form below. Make your check
payable to First Presbyterian Church and send the form and check to the church office:
703 S. Church St., Georgetown, TX 78626. Or you can drop it off at the church office on
Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. - noon or Friday from 8:30 - 10 a.m. f you would like to take
your poinsettia home after Christmas, you may do so at a time when the church office
is open or when the plants can be put outside for pickup. Deadline for orders: Dec. 13.

ORDER FORM FOR POINSETTIAS
Name(s)
I / We wish to donate

poinsettia plant(s) @ $10 each.

 In honor of:
 In memory of:
 In celebration of:
Plants can be picked up from the church after the December 27 service. If you have
a door code, please feel free to use it. Otherwise, someone will be in the church office
on December 30th from 8:30 a.m. - noon to let you in.

 I will pick up my plant(s) no later than December 30.
 Please take my plant(s) to a homebound or person who is ill.

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - October 2020
General Operating Fund
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Pledges

$691,332

$841,881

82%

Other

$133,371

$105,180

127%

TOTAL

$824,703

$947,061

87%

Expenses
Validated Mission

$50,524

$57,593

88%

Local/Other Mission

$18,075

$29,802

61%

Ministry of the Word

$123,474

$150,133

82%

Program/Support Staff

$385,000

$468,710

82%

Christian Education

$22,556

$39,350

57%

Music and Worship

$18,790

$21,756

86%

$5,062

$11,115

46%

Evangelism/Care
Property

$83,224

$90,500

92%

Stewardship/Finance

$17,227

$19,700

87%

Other Oper Expenses

$26,162

$43,970

59%

Debt Retirement

$81,295

$97,548

83%

$831,389 $1,030,177

81%

TOTAL

Again this year we will thank Pastor
Bobby and staff with appreciation gifts at
Christmas for their dedication and hard
work during a tumultuous year.
We usually give to this in two
gift boxes at church, one for the
pastor and one for other staff.
Since we are not meeting at
church, you can give either online at fpc
georgetown.org or by checks mailed to the
church office by December 20. Designate
“Pastor Gift” and “Staff Gift,” as appropriate, in the memo line of the checks.
—The Administrative Committee

30 Jim Andersen
Rachel Bondesen
Babs Cape
Marty Curtis
Maddie Levsen
Piper Smith
Suzy Taylor
Tucker Weisbrod
Bill Wilder
31 Joel Lawrence
Marlene Watts
Judy Wilhite
Judy Willett

(continued from front page)

Income

A boy wanted to be Joseph
in the Sunday School
pageant. But he was cast as
the landlord at the inn and
objected loudly, but to no
avail. When the pageant
was presented, Mary and
Joseph knocked on the door
and asked him if he had a
room for them. The boy
smiled and said, “Yes, sure.
Lots of room. Come on in!”

BIRTHDAYS

In-person gatherings
th

Actual

Appreciation gifts will be
given to pastor and staff

Volunteers are
needed in the
greenhouses
in December
Down Home Ranch could use some help
from individuals (young or old) or groups
during December in the greenhouses,
which grow a variety of plants. The greenhouses create job opportunities for the
ranchers and generate revenue for the
ranch. Email stefaniel@downhomeranch.
org if you or your group can help during
the times and dates below.
Packing poinsettias
8 a.m. - noon:
Tuesday, December 1
Thursday, December 3
Friday, December 4
Wednesday, December 9
Thursday, December 17
Volunteers are also needed
for spring planting
Monday - Saturday
December 14 - 19
8 a.m. - 12 noon

als in the county. Since the church has
many high-risk members, ODTAP adopted
a conservative goal for these metrics: fewer
than 4 new COVID-19 cases per 100,000
population a day and less than a 3% test
positivity rate.
Other ODTAP members are Dr. Lynn
Azuma, Nancy Robohn, Christina Bondesen, Jaime Cowan and Kelly Ann Seaman.
According to Williamson County and
Cities Health District, the rolling 7-day average for the rate of new reported infections, or incidence rate, increased from 6.88
to 9.22 per 100,000 residents in the seven
days preceding November 11. Some 600
confirmed and 800 probable cases between
July and October were unintentionally
excluded in the county’s reporting.
ODTAP members have been steadfast
in their goal to keep our congregation safe
during the pandemic. The committee’s
statement reads:
“We have adjusted with science, because science changes, and worked to develop strong protocols that our session
can use to make informed decisions about
risk mitigation of certain group activities.
As members of this congregation, ODTAP
does not take lightly how difficult this
separation is for all of us. The committee
continues to seek God’s guidance in what
is best not only for the physical but also
the mental and spiritual well-being of our
members. As long as we are needed, the
committee will faithfully continue to assess
the COVID situation with the support of
our staff and officers.”

(continued from previous page)

Message from Pastor
Bobby: “This is hard”
In a video message to FPC in mid-November, Pastor Bobby said the church was suspending all in-person gatherings.
He said since mid-March, “Every decision we’ve made has been in light of what
is most loving and wise, in how we relate
to one another as a church family and for
our neighbor. In light of the county’s move
to Orange Phase, we are suspending all
in-person gatherings of any sort until we
return to the Yellow Phase or moderate
risk of COVID-19 spread in the county.”
(Note: A week later, on November 19, the county
moved to its highest phase, Red, indicating uncontrolled spread of the virus.)
He said he recognizes how hard this
will be for the congregation. “It’s been
such a long time. What this means is: We
are very much still in the wilderness.”
Bobby said he believes there are
“Spaces in the wilderness in which the
Holy Spirit shapes and molds us in ways
we never could have known without going through the wilderness. I believe the
Holy Spirit is shaping the church at large
and First Presbyterian very specifically in
ways we really won’t be able to appreciate
until we are through this pandemic. I also
believe the wilderness is a space where the
Holy Spirit opens our eyes to new things
that we would never have seen had we
not been brought into the wilderness.”
He challenged the congregation to
“lean into opportunitiesJesus is helping us
see that we’ve never seen before until we
went through this.”

Flowers in Worship/
December
6
13
20
27

Donna & Ben Nichols
Karen & Ray Rayburn
Poinsettias
Amanda & Patrick Tolbert

Most people donate their arrangement after the service to be used
in our Flower Ministry, which
divides the arrangement into bud
bases and re-gifts them to our
shut-ins and members in the hospital. If you intend to take your
arrangement home, please contact either Kathy Jones, 512-8633012, or Betty Smith 512-8696925.

Sign up virtually
to provide flowers
for worship in 2021
The Flower Chart has gone
virtual! You can now use
SignUp Genius to volunteer
to provide flowers in worship
in 2021. Look for information in the weekly FPC
email, click on the link,
choose a date and sign up.
An email reminder will
automatically be sent to you
a week prior to your date.
Contact Christina Bondesen
with any questions.

—2—

Among Our People
Boldface indicates
a member of
First Presbyterian Church

ANNIVERSARIES
9
14
16
17
20
23
27

Bren & Chuck Helmka
Elizabeth & Vincent Estrada
Nell & Roy Tucker
Cassie & Warren MacClean
Cindy & Dan Shaner
Vivian & Lloyd Davis
Barbara & Bill Caudle
Linda & Stephen Schellenberg
29 Barb & Steve Johnston
Fran & Bernie Lovejoy
Ann & Keith Smith
30 Amanda & Patrick Tolbert

BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
9
11
13
14
15

16
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Michael Roberts
Margaret Shirley
Bobby Bondesen
Sandy Hulshizer
G-Ann Martin
David Holmes
Freda Ditzler
Eric Hoke
Steve Johnston
Jenny Carswell
David Cowan
Sid Frost
Courtney Queen
Nicolaas Leloux
Linda Gambell
Cathy Ramsey
David Stump
Alison Harrison
Joel Miller
Bobby Hulme-Lippert
Ray Rayburn
Jim Bishop
Betty Bradford
Ruth DeRuyter
Marilyn Peters
Bill Stramler
Tracy Jackson
Bob Lutz
Quinicy Sorenson
Preston Perkins
Rebecca Beam
Keith Brainard
Evelyn Syler
Brody Weisbrod
Dordi Duncan
Chris Crenshaw
Morris Fisher
Lauren Red
Rachel Dodge
Aimee Stenborg
Bren Helmka
(continued on next page)

In the hospital last month: Lloyd Davis,
Jean Fisher, Carol Siekmeier and Joe
Porch.
In memoriam: Joining the Church Triumphant were—
Ardith Lane on October 29. She had been
a member since October 2008. Services
officiated by Pastor Bobby were held in
November.
Don Mehaffey on November 14. He had
been a member since April 1980. A private
graveside service was held November 24.
Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Hammond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandsonin-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIntosh
and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col. Mike
Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st Class
Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos, Larry &
Helen Burk’s grandson; and Christian
Winckel, grandson of Sandy Hayes.

Welcome,

NEW MEMBER

Joyce Davis joined as an
Affiliate member on
October 27. She is retired
and enjoys gardening,
sewing and quilting.
Please contact the church
office if you would like
her contact information.
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DECEMBER WORSHIP
(on YouTube at 11 a.m.)
December 6
2nd Sunday of Advent
Christmas Joy Offering
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Isaiah 7:1-14; Matthew 1:18-25
December 13
3rd Sunday of Advent
Cantata
December 20
4th Sunday of Advent
David Lee Hulsey Preaching
Scripture: Isaiah 9:2-7; John 1:1-18
December 24
Christmas Eve
7:00 p.m.
December 27: “Praise the Lord”
1st Sunday in Christmas
Rev. Harry Brown Preaching
Scripture: Psalm 148; Luke 2:22-40

Presbyterian “Giving Catalog”:

Give a gift in 2020 to make a difference

Want to make a difference this year in your
Christmas gift-giving? You can unite with
thousands of others who give to Presbyterian ministries through the “Giving
Catalog,” bringing help, hope and relief to
people in need around the world (go to:
presbyteriangifts.pcusa.org/).
The catalog has gifts listed in five categories: aid kits, livestock, agriculture,
water and people. And you can give a gift
for as little as $10 or as much as $15,000.
Farming tools such as shovels and
machetes constitute a $10 gift and will help
farmers grow and harvest a fruitful crop.
A family of chickens is a $25 gift and
will provide eggs for food, feathers for pillows, and fertilizer for crops.
A famine relief food voucher is a $50
gift and is a welcome gift in times of fam-

ine and extreme hunger when emergency
food is a necessity. This voucher can be redeemed with local vendors, helping to
nourish the population and strengthen the
area’s food system.
A kitchen kit is a $25 gift and contains
cooking pots, utensils, bowls, cups and
spoons. Food requires preparation, and
families who have lost everything in a disaster often lack the basic tools needed to
cook a meal.
A sewing machine is a $50 gift and
could help provide a stable source of income for a family in a developing part of
the world.
A Rainwater Catchment System is a
$75 gift and can help communities collect
usable water for irrigation and washing
with a rainwater catchment system.

159 Time & Talent Commitments
153 Pledges
$784,050
26 Anticipated Pledges
$60,200
Pledges from Prior Years
$1,000
Estimated Loose (same as 2020) $58,000
Estimated New Member
$5,000
(same as 2020)
Trustee Income
$12,000
($1000/mo)
Total Income
$920,250
If you have not yet returned your pledge
card or Time and Talent form, you are
asked to do so by December 7 so the final
budget for 2021 can be approved. You can
mail them or drop them by the church
office on Wednesday between 8:30 a.m.
and noon or on Friday between 8:30 and
10:00 a.m. If you have misplaced your
forms, contact Christina Bondesen and
she will send you a new packet.

the church
office if:

STEWARDSHIP
Here’s an update from the Financial Secretary on 2021 commitments, as of November 17:

To notify

New Youth Director
(continued from front page)
love so many of our youth already, and I
am so looking forward to getting to spend
more time with them!”
She knows that the Hulseys have built
a strong youth program. “I’m excited to
meet with the youth and get a sense of
what they need in this weird season and
pivot accordingly.”
How has she seen God’s hand in this
opportunity? “I could write a memoir
about this journey. In big and small ways,
I really do believe God has prepared me
for this call. I’ve worked with teenagers
my entire career. As a public school
teacher, there is a very fine line you have
to walk as you love and invest in your
students. I’m so excited to be able to look
at each young person God puts in our
youth program and tell them how absolutely beloved they are by God.”
The new staff member has been active
as a volunteer for LOGOS and children’s

Sunday School since joining the church.
She also was assembly leader for Vacation
Bible School in 2018 and 2019. In addition
to teaching, she has her own photography studio.
She said her husband is excited to join
her as a volunteer for the Youth Ministry.
“He was a high school teacher and college
English professor, and he and I have both
missed working together with youth.”
Before going to Wagner, Kelly Ann
taught and led a team of English teachers
at Hutto High, helping streamline curriculum, create instruction-based assessments
and sponsor a night of fine arts activism.
Kelly Ann graduated from high school
in Peoria, Illinois, and received a bachelor’s
degree in English and secondary education
in 2006 from Monmouth (Illinois) College,
where she helped organize a “Spiritual
Awareness Week.” After college, Kelly Ann
taught for a year before returning to her
alma mater, Woodruff High School in Peoria, to teach English, speech and drama for
three years.
—Marty Curtis

 You change your
physical or mailing
address
 You change your
email address or add
email
 You change your home
or cell phone number
 You add a new phone
number

First Presbyterian
Church
NEW web page:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org
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Book Review
Were your progenitors from the British Isles? If you’ve traced your family tree and found relatives in the
American colonial era, it’s probable
that you are the product of British
cultural migration. Culture has a
profound effect on the individual
even when it is diluted in the American melting-pot.
Cultures have distinctives in
speech, architecture, religion, politics, mannerisms, attitudes and habits; and those distinctives persist
through generations with unseen
infallibility. If you would like to
know where you might fit in these
British folkways, there’s a book in
the church library you should read.
David Hackett Fischer wrote
Albion’s Seed as a study of cultural
origins. He identified four British
cultural groups that he traces geographically from their British origins to their migratory landing in
the colonies. The groups are the
English Puritans from East Anglia

SUNDAY
29

1st Sunday of Advent
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
9:30am Virtual Sunday School
11:00am Livestream Worship

6

to Massachusetts, the distressed
cavaliers and indentured servants
from the south of England to Virginia, the Friends from the north
Midlands to the Delaware, and the
northern Borderlands to the backcountry of the American colonies. A
plethora of maps and tables are included for your perusal.
Fischer goes to great length in dissecting the folkways of these cultural
groups. “Folkways” is the term he
uses to describe the positions that
cultures take on certain societal issues. In no particular order, these are
the folkways described: speech,
building, family, marriage, gender,
sex, naming, child-rearing, age,
death, religion, magic, learning, literacy, food, dress, sport, work time,
wealth, inheritance, rank, association, order, power and freedom.
Don’t be surprised if you begin to
readily identify with your chosen
cultural group. Particularly interesting is the description of the religious
folkways of emigrants from Protestant Ireland and Scottish lowlands.

TUESDAY

MONDAY
30

7

1

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:30pm Elizabeth Circle

8

2

9:00am
12:00pm
12:00pm
6:00pm

9

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching

13

14

15

16

21

22

23

3rd Sunday of Advent
Cantata
9:30am New Officer Training
9:30am Virtual Sunday School
11:00am Livestream Worship

4th Sunday of Advent
David Lee Hulsey Preaching
9:30am Virtual Sunday School
11:00am Livestream Worship
12:00pm Virtual Reception for
Hulsey Family

27

Virtual Coffee w/Pastor
Ladies’ Lunch Bible Study
Men’s Lunch Bible Study
Youth Gathering
Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

1st Sunday in Christmas
Rev. Harry Brown Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:30pm Newsletter
Deadline
6:00pm Examination of
New Officers
7:00pm Session
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

9:00am
10:00am
10:00am
11:00am

Virtual Coffee w/Pastor
Martha Circle
Rachel Circle
Hannah-Esther Circle

3

10

10:30am Admin
Comm
6:30pm Budget
Comm

29

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

4

11

17

18

24

25

Christmas Eve
Church Office Closed

7:00pm Livestream
Worship

28

FRIDAY

THURSDAY

DECEMBER

9:30am New Officer Training
9:30am Virtual Sunday School
11:00am Livestream Worship

20

If you would
like for Mike to
check out this
book for you
from the church
library, call
him at 512966-4234. He
will leave it
(book cover
disinfected) at
the church office. You can pick up the
book between 8:30 a.m. & 12 noon
on Wednesday or Friday. Once
returned, the book cover will be
disinfected and not circulated again
for a five days.

WEDNESDAY

9:00am
2021 Pledges due 10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am PW Board 11:00am Staff Meeting
6:45pm Executive Comm
7:30pm Comm Meetings

2nd Sunday of Advent
Communion/Home Communion
Christmas Joy Offering

The origin of the word “Albion”
comes from the ancient Romans.
When they first invaded the island
that is now Britain, the Romans encountered the cliffs of Dover and
named the place “albion” or “white
land.” Good luck and good reading.
—Mike Carson

SATURDAY

December 5
2:00pm George Biggs’ Livestream Memorial Service
December 26
Jaime Cowan on vacation thru 1/3

Christmas Day
Church Office
Closed
Pastor Bobby on
vacation through
12/31

1

New Year’s Day
Church Office
Closed

FIRSTWORD

December 2020

R o o t e d . R e f o r m e d . R e l e v a n t.

Kelly Ann Seaman named Youth
Director, to succeed the Hulseys

County goes to Orange
then Red in a week

KELLY ANN SEAMAN, AN AWARD-

winning middle school and high
school teacher for 14 years and elder
on the Education and Nurture Committee, is FPC’s new Youth Director,
effective January 1. She will succeed
David Lee and Sarah Hulsey, who
resigned effective December 31.
Kelly Ann and husband Eric
joined FPC in March 2017 after being visitors for several years. She has
volunteered in Sunday School since
2015. She and Eric have three children: Hendrix, 11, Roscoe, 8, and
Magnolia (Maggie), 6.
She was tapped for the job after
interviewing with the Administrative Committee whose members
noted she has years of experience
developing curriculum and lessons,
organizing events, and fostering
strong relationships with students
and parents.
Kelly Ann will work part time
from January until she finishs out
her 2020-21 contract as English Language Arts teacher and department
head at Wagner Middle School in
Georgetown. “I love my team and
my students, and I couldn’t imagine
leaving them in the middle of perhaps the hardest year of school ever,”
she explained. She starts as a full-time
employee June 1.
Babs Cape of the Admin Committee said, “We were aware of the many
gifts Kelly Ann could bring to working with First Presbyterian youth.
After discussion and an interview
that also included Pastor Bobby and
Youth Ministry volunteer Minta
McIntosh, we felt we had our answer. The transition will be such a
plus. Kelly Ann’s familiarity with the

In-person gatherings
suspended for now

church, people, programs and ministries made this decision so blessed.
We felt that going through a formal
search committee process at this time
would only delay and hinder the
work needed to keep our youth
group strong. We believe God had
His hand in this.”
Last year Kelly Ann was named
Secondary Teacher of the Year for the
Georgetown Independent School District after being named Wagner ’s
Teacher of the Year, an honor she also
was nominated for when she taught
at Hutto High School in 2017-19. At
Wagner she introduced a program
that brought in speakers to address
students about the importance of
change and their capacity for impacting the world. She holds Texas English Certification for grades 7-12.
“I am both very humbled and extremely excited for this new opportunity,” Kelly Ann said. “I know and
(continued on page 15)

Three First Presbyterian Church outdoor worship services planned for
December at the Presbyterian Cemetery will be canceled if Williamson
County remains in COVID-19 Red
Phase. Red signifies uncontr3olled
community spread of COVID-19 and
advises people to “stay home, stay
safe.” The county went from Yellow
Phase, or moderate spread of the virus, to Orange on November 11. One
week later, it moved to Red Phase.
Three worship services at the
cemetery—2nd Sunday or December
13, as well as a Blue Christmas service December 20 and a Christmas
Eve service—may not take place after Pastor Bobby announced the suspension of in-person worship (see
story page 3). He did so in a video and
email sent to members when we entered Orange Phase. Accompanying
the email was a link to a survey for
ODTAP (Open the Doors and There’s
All the People), a Safety and Security subcommittee (see story page 12).
“In light of this, all of FPC’s inperson ministry gatherings are suspended until Williamson County
returns to Yellow. At that time, outdoor ministry activities may resume,”
said Karen Rayburn, ODTAP chair.
The subcommittee was formed
last May to provide guidance and
assist in plans for FPC’s return to inperson worship and gatherings. To
determine when that would happen,
the subcommittee is tracking the test
positivity rate and daily incidence of
COVID-19 cases per 100,000 individu(continued on page 3)

