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SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY
2

3

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
11:00am PW Board
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching 7:00pm FREDTalk
11:00am Livestream Worship

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:00pm ODTAP Meeting

9:00am Virtual Coffee w/ Pastor Bobby

7

9

10

31

1

Communion
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

14

8

10:30am
11:00am
6:45pm
7:30pm

THURSDAY
4

R o o t e d . R e f o r m e d . R e l e v a n t.

Committee Goals due to Pastor Bobby
Pastoral Care
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/ Pastor Bobby
Staff Meeting
Executive Committee
Committees

11

FEBRUARY
15

Transfiguration of the Lord
President’s Day
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching Church Office Closed
11:00am Livestream Worship

21
1st Sunday in Lent
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

28

17

16

10:30am
11:00am
4:30pm
7:00pm

Pastoral Care
Staff Meeting
Newsletter Deadline
Diaconate Meeting

Ash Wednesday
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/ Pastor Bobby
10:00am Martha Circle
10:00am Rachel Circle
11:00am Hannah-Ester Circle
6:30pm Ash Wednesday Livestream

22

23

24

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session Meeting

9:00am

1

2

3

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:00pm ODTAP Meeting

9:00am

2nd Sunday in Lent
11:00am PW Board
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching 7:00pm FRED Talk
11:00am Livestream Worship

Virtual Coffee w/ Pastor Bobby

Virtual Coffee w/ Pastor Bobby

18

10:30am Virtual Senior
Seminar

25

4

NO FRIDAY OR SATURDAY EVENTS

Mo-Ranch gets Celtic cross for Chapel on the Hill

We can’t wait to see photos
like this taken of the new
Celtic cross.

FIRSTWORD

Last April, a storm brought high winds
that toppled the iconic cross at the Chapel
on the Hill at Mo-Ranch. The wooden
structure had stood as a marker for decades at the conference center.
The next month Mo-Ranch began a
campaign, #GivingTuesdayNow, to raise
funds for organizations hit hard by
COVID-19. Some of the funds donated

went toward constructing a new and sturdier cross to last for many years. The restoration effort to build and install a celtic
cross was led by Mike Musitano, quality
control manager for a structural steel fabricator company. He is the son-in-law of
David Evans, chairman of the Mo-Ranch
Board of Trustees and a good friend of
FPC’s.
The new Celtic cross of steel was installed at the chapel on November 20 and
will welcome us when we can return to
all-church retreats at Mo-Ranch. The new
cross stands 20 feet tall and five feet wide,
similar in size to the one that fell. It can
withstand 100 mile-per-hour winds.
From Mo-Ranch: “Chapel on the Hill is a
place of peace and restoration. It is a place for
renewal and hope. That is our wish for everyone in this new year! We hope you can come see
us in 2021 to continue the Mo tradition of visiting Chapel on the Hill! Thank you to all the
wonderful donors whose generous gifts made
this possible.”
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What’s inside ...

Words of Life in the Wilderness:
A Sermon Series on the Ten Commandments

Through March 21

The sermon series continues in February
as we navigate the wilderness of 2021. Pastor Bobby looks at the wilderness in scripture as a space of significant and vital formation. It was a place where the Israelites
first received the Ten Commandments:
words of God meant to give definition,
direction and life in a space of great ambiguity and uncertainty.

ASH
WEDNESDAY

Feb.17
SERVICE 6:30
p.m.

As we begin the Season of Lent
in prayer, penitence and reliance
on God’s grace, you are invited
to join us for a special service
of scripture and meditation.
This year's Ash Wednesday service will be
hosted on Zoom, much like the Blue
Christmas service in December. While
there will not be an imposition of ashes, each member will be sent a piece of
square burlap with an ash
cross. This will be incorporated into the service as we
remember that we are dust,
but in Christ's hands dust
lives. (Watch for the Zoom link in the weekly
church email.)

that you’ll want to read about:

14.
Beverly Dennis
hosts a painting
class on Zoom
on Thursays
in February.

12.
FPC Childcare
Coordinator
Meredith Rodgers
organizes, and the
Education
Building shows it.

3.
Talks are scheduled
on the first Monday
in February and
March. And every
first Monday!

FRED

Talks
11.

What podcasts does
Pastor Bobby routinely
listen to and enjoy?
You might be surprised
at his choices!

4.
FPC Kids’ Pizza
Party was held on
Zoom in January
and drew a big
audience!
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Boldface indicates
a member of
First Presbyterian Church

ANNIVERSARIES
2
4
14
18
19
27
29

Keith Brainard & Katie Bradford
Jason & Radona Wagner
Ray & Karen Rayburn
Tim & Peggy Taylor
David & Jaime Cowan
Bill & Nancy Stramler
Dennis & Terri Boroczk

BIRTHDAYS
2
3
4

5
6
8
10
11
12
13
14
15

17
18
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Cindy Shaner
David Siekmeier
Joyce Walden
Leo Hulme-Lippert
Collin Jones
Parker Littleton
Amy Pratt
Tanner Walden
Ramona Kissner
Keith Smith
Judy Thomson
Lou Brown
Elaine Caskey
Kathy Jones
Dana Hall
Anne Hoke
Carole Alsup
Ruth McEntire
Carolyn Stubblefield
Rob Fullinwider
Cheryl Jenkines
Jeanine Albers
Dave Harrison
Jack Smithwick
Vivian Davis
Sarah Hulsey
Joe Porch
Christina Unger
Linda Walke
Margie Copsey
Chris Spruiell
Philip Smith
Marty Brown
Gail Butler
Chessa Rizzotto
Nancy Robohn
Judy Turnbull
Jeremy Bailey
Bridget Chapman
Jerri Jones
Austin Moreno
Ben Pilcher
Lynn Azuma
Nolan Pratt
Courtney Root
Bob Duncan
Jim Root, Sr.
Patrick Tolbert

Currie named Interim Executive Director
of The Foundation for Reformed Theology

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - December 2020
General Operating Fund

Among Our People

Actual

Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income

In the hospital last month: Lloyd Davis,
Jean Fisher and Joan Lutz.

Pledges

$792,854

$841,881

94%

Other

$152,077

$105,180

145%

Our sympathy to:
 Tom & Peggy Currie on the death of
Tom’s brother-in-law, Stephen Plunkett,
January 18.
 The Hubbard Family on the death of
Cathy’s brother-in-law, Edward Meissner,
December 29 in Pennsylvania, and nephew, Bruce Meissner, January 11 in California, both having been in home hospice
care.
 Philip & Magen Smith on the death of
Magen’s grandmother, Dorothy Carlyle,
January 2.

TOTAL

$944,931

$947,061

100%

Validated Mission

$57,793

$57,593

100%

Local/Other Mission

$25,970

$29,802

87%

Ministry of the Word

$148,967

$150,133

99%

Program/Support Staff

$461,178

$468,710

98%

Christian Education

$26,047

$39,350

66%

Music and Worship

$21,534

$21,756

99%

$5,976

$11,115

54%

Property

$93,752

$90,500

104%

Stewardship/Finance

$18,781

$19,700

95%

Other Oper Expenses

$31,497

$43,970

72%

Debt Retirement

$97,554

$97,548

100%

In memoriam:
 Willie Gibson joined the Church Triumphant January 7. Willie had been a
member since April 2008, serving as a deacon from 2012-14. Services were held in
January.
 Lloyd Davis joined the Church Triumphant January 19. Lloyd had been a member since October 2008. Services are yet to
be determined.
Congratulations to Joel & Joan Lawrence
on the birth of their grandson, Charlie
Booth Lawrence, born January 13 in Los
Angeles.
Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Hammond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandsonin-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIntosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col.
Mike Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt.1 st
Class Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos,
Larry & Helen Burk’s grandson; and
Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy
Hayes.

Expenses

Evangelism/Care

TOTAL

$989,049 $1,030,177

96%

2021 FirstWord
Deadlines
February 16 for March issue
March 16 for April issue
April 20 for May issue
May 18 for June issue
June 15 for July issue
July 20 for August issue
August 17 for September issue
September 21 for October issue
October 19 for November issue
November 16 for December issue
December 14 for January 2022 issue

Dr. Thomas Currie (“Tom” to us at
FPC), retired PCUSA minister, has
been named Interim Executive Director of The Foundation for Reformed
Theology, a Charlotte, North Carolina-based organization well known
to pastors since 1982. Its purpose is
to strengthen pastors in their ministry of Reformed theology through
annual seminars that promote “Better Preaching, Better Teaching, Better Pastoral Care.”
Tom’s association with the foundation dates to the 1990s when he
was an active minister and attended
seminars of the organization. He has
been on the board for five years and
chairs the Program Committee,
which admits applicants to membership by invitation and determines
reading lists.
“We are a small operation but we
think we provide a vital service to
pastors, and also now to elders for
their work in proclaiming the gospel. We gather a seminar for elders
in Princeton in October if anyone is
interested,” he said.
Dr. John H. Leith, Presbyterian
minister, Calvin scholar, theologian
and professor at Union Seminary, established the foundation to provide
for the ongoing education of Presbyterian pastors in Reformed theology and carrying on the Reformed
tradition.
The foundation’s main program
for strengthening pastors consists of
the week-long study seminars each
year covering more than 30 topics—
from the Bible, the living God, Jesus
Christ, the Holy Spirit, election,
providence and revelation to the
creeds, preaching, prayer, worship,
Christian life and the hope for eternal life. The foundation provides
scholarships, room, board and travel
for these seminars.
“I taught my first seminar last
March, right before Covid hit,” Tom
said. “In fact, our seminar was the
last to meet in person—at Austin
Seminary, with pastors enrolled
from Georgia, North Carolina, Ari-

zona and Florida. The seminar concentrated on reading and discussing
several books by Dr. Leith. His bestknown book is Introduction to the Reformed Tradition. We also read his
books The Reformed Imperative, From
Generation to Generation and Basic Christian Doctrine as well as essays and sermons from Pilgrimage of a Presbyterian.
After the coronavirus pandemic
hit, Tom said five seminars met via
Zoom and two are slated to be held
in February over Zoom. He hopes
seminars in person can begin later
this year when they will include
reading from works of Karl Barth.
Dr. James C. Goodloe IV, at the
time pastor of Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Virginia, was named the foundation’s
first Executive Director in 2007. He

retired last fall and Tom agreed to
serve as interim for not more than a
year while a search for a new director is conducted.
Pastor Bobby was called to serve
the Richmond church in 2013. He
attended a seminar in 2015 led by Dr.
Goodloe at Union Presbyterian Seminary, discussing excerpts from
Calvin, Augustine and Barth.
In 2021 Tom will represent the
foundation to congregations and
pastors, support the seminars, raise
funds and reach out to other denominational agencies and seminaries to interpret the organization’s
work and invite their participation.
For more information about the
foundation, contact Tom to be added
to his email list. He also would be
willing to meet with anyone who
would like to talk about the foundation’s purpose and work.
—Marty Curtis

The Reformation Wall in Geneva, Switzerland, is in the grounds of the University of
Geneva, founded by John Calvin. The wall, 325 feet long and 30 feet high, portrays the
major figures of the Reformation in huge statues and bas-reliefs. At the center are these
four men: William Farel, John Calvin, Théodore de Bèze and John Knox. At their sides
are those who spread the Reformation throughout Europe. Engraved in the wall, the
motto of Geneva, “Post Tenebras Lux” (After Darkness, Light), is a core phrase of
Calvinist philosophy.
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Supplies needed for the class—

FRED

Paints: Oils, watercolors or acrylics.
Medium & Cleaner: She uses linseed
oil and odorless mineral spirits.
Support: What you will paint on, e.g.,
paper, canvas, etc.
Brushes: An inexpensive set of small
brushes (nothing bigger than 1" wide).
Paper Towels: Tons of these!
If someone is looking for a relatively
inexpensive set of oil paints for the
class, Beverly recommends a Gamblin
starter set at Michael’s costing about
$35. The store also has specials on
canvas and paper.

Painting class by Beverly Dennis on Zoom set for February
FPC member, deacon and artist
Beverly Dennis will host a four-week
class, “Painting in a Twist,” for all
ages, during February on Zoom—
purely for fun and noncredit.
Recognizing that 2020 was a
“twisted” version of life in the past,
and that—in Winston Churchill’s
words, “Painting is a companion
with whom one may walk a great
part of life’s journey”—FPC will embrace the twist and painting.
Beverly will instruct the classes
at 7 p.m. each Thursday beginning
February 4. Watch for a link in the
church weekly email to a web page
where you can register. There is no
charge for the class.
Two sessions will have participants paint a still life, and two classes
will focus on painting a landscape.
She will use oils but help participants with watercolor and acrylic.
Each session also will include compositional studies.
Beverly is a former college art educator whose contemporary landscapes are found in collections from
the South to the West Coast. She is
affiliated with a gallery in New
Orleans and the Gallery off the
Square in Georgetown.
That gallery is a co-op of artists
in Central Texas and is located less

than two blocks from our church,
in the Framers Gallery shop at 610
Main Street, next door to Laurie’s
café. Beverly recently joined the coop, which features oil paintings,
sculpture, photography, pottery and
watercolors.
Last June Beverly was the featured artist of The Creative Arts
Society, an Austin-based nonprofit
arts organization promoting development of the “Artist in Everyone.”
Beverly earned a bachelor’s degree
at Southern Methodist University, a
Master of Fine Arts degree in paint-

ing at Ole Miss, and a Master of Art
Education degree from the University of Southern Mississippi. She
taught at Ole Miss and at a community college in Mississippi.
Beverly’s landscapes are in both
oil and acrylic. She talks about influences on her work: “I am fascinated by space—by color, by line
and shape. I am delighted by evidence
of all of these. A painting is the perfect meeting point. The vastness of
space that encloses us or invites us
into intimacy. The color that changes
and reveals. Light that focuses or
obscures. The painting is that device that transforms ‘reverie into
reality and vice versa.’ The painting tells me more about you than
you know.”
She said her experience of
Texas landscape is still forming.
“It’s grand and wide open. The
media I chose has been oil, but
even that is changing as I work
through some acrylic compositions. That being said, I should
probably add the ‘sense of place’
is quickly becoming Texas.”
Beverly and her husband,
Charles, recently elected firstyear Stewardship & Finance
elder in 2021, joined the church
in October 2016. —Marty Curtis

Words of Life in the Wilderness:
A Sermon Series on the Ten Commandments

FEBRUARY WORSHIP
(on YouTube at 11 a.m.)
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
February 7: “Giving Sabbath”
Scripture: Deuteronomy 5:2, 12-15; Luke 13:10-17
February 14: “Riffing on the Lindy Hop”
Communion
Scripture: Exodus 20:2,12; Philippians 3:17
February 17: “Is It All an Act?”
Ash Wednesday
Scripture: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
February 21: “The Skeleton at the Feast”
Scripture: Exodus 20:2, 13; Matthew 5:21-26
February 28: “Freedom”
Scripture: Exodus 20:2, 14; John 8:1-11

Dear FPC Family,
We want to express our deep gratitude and appreciation for all of your
contributions toward the 2020 staff
bonuses. We are humbled by your
kindness and generosity. Know that
we are ever-grateful for the privilege to serve as your staff.
—In Christ, The FPC Staff

Talks

Faithfulness: Ready to
Explore and Discover

Flowers in Worship/
February
7 This could be you!
January 14
10 -Ray
March
21
& Karen
Rayburn
21 Harry & Laurell Brown
28 This could be you!

FEBRUARY
“The Parkinson’s Neighborhood of Hope”
7 p.m. Monday, February 1
Watch for the Zoom link
in the weekly email from church
Speaker Mary Jane Berry, retired RN, will
discuss her experiences as a caregiver when
her husband, Dave, was diagnosed with
Parkinson’s disease 18 years ago. Since then
she has become an educator and advocate
for others who have Parkinson’s disease
and for their caregivers.

MARCH
“What We Do with What We Have”
7 p.m. Monday, March 1
Watch for the Zoom link
in the weekly email from church
“It’s not so much what we have in life that
matters. It’s what we do with what we have.”
—Fred Rogers
What if “what you
have” is a chronic condition? How would it
be possible to live a
healthy life with a
chronic condition? Jessica Martone, Health,
Prevention and Wellness Program Coordinator of the Area Agency on Aging
(Capital Area), will present information on
learning to become your own best advocate to understand
your condition and
the treatments that
work best for you to
improve your quality
of life. More information in late February
with the Zoom link to
attend.
Fred Rogers

Sign up online
to provide flowers
Check out the virtual flower
calendar online to provide
flowers for worship in 2021!
There are a lot of Sundays
left to choose from, so get
your slot now by visiting
https://www.signup genius.
com/go9040948aba62da4fe3
-2021.
You can also indicate
online if you want your
arrangement to be re-gifted
for the church Flower
Ministry.
Once you are signed up,
contact either The Flower
Box or A Matter of Taste to
order your arrangement.
Be sure to give the florist
the date of Sunday worship.
Both florists have key code
access to our facilities.
Contact Christina Bondesen if you have questions.
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director

— 13 —

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

FPC Kids, families meet on Zoom for a Pizza Party

F
P
C

The boxes delivered to FPC Kids’ families
before January 13 had a special surprise: a
frozen pizza. They were to bake them right
before the Wednesday Pizza Party on
Zoom.
Stephanie Mettler, Education Director,
said the 30-minute party was fun and drew
the largest participation yet: a total of 26
kids and adults, including a couple who
had not participated before.

Stephanie said the night was a way for
families and church staff and volunteers to
share their lives together much as they had
in person at church before the coronavirus
pandemic. “Having a meal together at every Wednesday night program was part
and parcel of the program,” Stephanie said,
“and we don’t get to do that now since we
can’t meet in person. It was fun to see the
kids and parents eating pizza together and
visiting on screen!” Pastor Bobby was a
guest and talked about his family’s
Christmas celebration, while others talked about theirs.
Stephanie and Education and
Nurture Committee members try
to incorporate tangible experiences
into each FPC Kids meeting,
whether it involves a snack, food,
a project or activity.
The final program in January
focused on talking about a churchsupported mission, CUPS, which
serves communities in Mexico and
the Rio Grande Valley. After the program, the kids and their families
were to gather items to donate to
CUPS for schools in Mexico that
the organization supplies with
books and supplies. —Marty Curtis

trains, supervises and evaluates caregivers for the church’s childcare program.
“Meredith serves quietly and independently,” Stephanie says. “She’s worked
here for seven years, but most people in
the congregation don’t know her since
she works with kids. I have only experienced pandemic conditions since coming
here in September, so I haven’t seen
Meredith in her regular role. She ‘normally’ leads the hiring and scheduling of
childcare workers, but during the pandemic she is organizing projects around
FPC. She’s organized the Sunday School
resource room in the Ed Building, the
Sunday School rooms, some youth spaces
and some cages in the building basement.
She also has done some deliveries to families as we send boxes and materials out
to kids for ‘Kids Connect.’”
As she organized rooms in the building, Meredith cleaned out dozens (if not
more) toys and other items no longer
needed. In the resource room, the cabinets full of seasonal and holiday activities, projects and materials needed to be
decluttered and organized. She helped
David Lee Hulsey clean out the closet in
the upstairs youth room and has organized a cage in the building’s basement
that contains many of the props and costumes for children’s plays and musicals.
She has also started on another cage.
Meredith laughs when she talks about
all the organizing she has done. “Organization is a skill I didn’t know I had until
the coronavirus. I certainly am not organized at home!” She has had some help

Studying Philippians in bitmoji Sunday School classes
Our FPC kids, their families and their leaders continue to meet virtually. In our online
Sunday School bitmoji classroom, we are
studying the book of Philippians and will
finish the book in February. Our goal is
for each child to read through the book of
Philippians a second time, as they read
through the book once in January, so the
words and teachings can be remembered
more readily, and to memorize February’s
memory verse: “I know how to live on almost
nothing or with everything. I have learned the
secret of living in every situation, whether it is
with a full stomach or empty, with plenty or
little. For I can do everything through Christ,
who gives me strength.” -Phil 4.12-13 (NLT).

Our Family Zoom meetings every other
Wednesday evening kicked off the new
year’s programming on January 13 with a
pizza party and continued January 27 with
a focus on the ministry of CUPS, an FPCsupported mission. We are excited for our
spring semester to continue with two
meetings this month: bedtime stories on
February 10 and worship arts on February 24!
—Stephanie
Contact Stephanie if you have any questions, and know that it is never too late to
sign up for delivery boxes with Zoom and
Sunday School supplies!

While organizing the hallway and classrooms,
Meredith made a comfortable spot in the hallway for kids when they return, complete with
a shelf of books and puzzles, a rug and
pillows.

from her husband, Kyle, and sons Kaden,
12, and Liam, 8, in doing some of the work
at the church, especially when it involved
heavy lifting. Not being able to go to
Wehas
Support:
church
been hard not only on her but
also on her sons since they come with her
and help on Sunday mornings.
She described what it was like in normal times, and what she misses, doing lesson plans for Sunday School and
Children’s Church, and providing childcare, as she and four workers covered three
shifts on a Sunday morning in the Education Building—starting with the 8:30 a.m.
worship, continuing through the Sunday
School hour with the help of classroom
teachers, and during 11:00 a.m. worship.
Taking care of children has been
Meredith’s focus and part-time job for
about 20 years, dated to when she baby
sat while in high school. The Georgetown
native graduated from Georgetown High
School in 2004 and worked at the former
Rabbit Hill School, well known to many
Georgetown residents for its day care and
summer programs. The school closed in
2014. Meredith was also a childcare worker
at her church, New Church of Georgetown.
While her full-time job at Annie Purl
keeps her busy, and her part-time job at
FPC continues to require flexibility,
Meredith continues to keep a positive attitude and looks forward to when the children and their parents can return to the
silent hallway and rooms in the Education Building on Sunday morning and
Wednesday evening.
Says Stephanie, “Every church needs
a Meredith—or two!”
—Marty Curtis

Organizing toys in a
classroom.

Meredith, unmasked

Her full-time day job
is paraprofessional
instructional aide in
special education at
Annie Purl Elementary in Georgetown.
The mother of two
sons, she is also pursuing a college degree
online in education,
hoping to begin her
student teaching this
fall, hopefully at
Annie Purl. And to
add to the stress of the
pandemic? She is
expecting her third
child in May—a girl.
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spotlight

Meredith
Rodgers,
FPC’s
Childcare
Coordinator
What do you do
when your job
is to care for
children but the
children can’t
come to church?

Signs from the hallway in the
Education Building.

What she is doing while we worship from home

O

n this winter Sunday
morning the FPC Education Building hallway
and classrooms are dark,
eerily silent and cold. The entry
doors are locked.
The pre-pandemic welcoming
noise and bustle of children and
parents is absent. The seven
classrooms, including the nursery, and resource room are neat
and tidy, undisturbed by little
ones or teachers.
Toys that once littered the
floors are put away, stored in
bins, on shelves or in cabinets.
No children are there to see
the posters and sayings that
adorn the hallway walls and
rooms.
No teachers are there to greet
the children or lead them in Sunday School lessons or Children’s
Church. The same is true for
Lights were turned on for this photo.
Wednesday night, when no SonThe Education Building hallway is
shine kids are there to be cared
otherwise dark.
for and taught.
For Meredith Rodgers, Childcare Coordinator at FPC, the coronavirus
Building, in particular the first floor of
pandemic has been especially hard since
classrooms. Now that Stephanie Mettler
her part-time church job revolves around
has replaced Joy, she, too, is continuing
planning lessons and caring for the
to give Meredith jobs that keep her busy
church’s youngest members, kids from
in her eight-hours-a-week position.
infants to 2nd grade, on Sunday mornAnd Meredith continues to help with
ings and Wednesday evenings during
Kids Connect by recording Bible lessons
LOGOS and choir rehearsal.
for children that are posted on the church
After just 13 months into Meredith’s
web page. “I definitely miss being at
supervisory position at FPC, the church
church on Sunday and Wednesday, and I
suspended in-person worship and gathmiss the kids,” she said.
erings as the country went under stay-atHer job description details Meredith’s
home orders to avoid the spread of
responsibility for planning and conductCOVID-19. She has actually worked at the
ing the church’s childcare program, inchurch since 2014, beginning as a childcare
cluding “Children’s Church, Sunday
worker hired by Suzanne Gumpl, then
morning nursery and toddlers, Sonshine
Childcare Coordinator. In February 2019
Kids, All-Church Retreat, congregational
she assumed her current job title.
meetings, family night suppers, Chancel
So what do you do when your job is
Choir rehearsal, special worship services
to care for children but the children can’t
and other church functions as needed.”
come to church?
She is required, in normal times, to be on
Meredith said Joy Bedford, then Edusite Sundays from 8:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
cation Director and her supervisor, asked
and on Wednesdays from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.
her to pivot, become flexible and take on
“to provide curriculum and teaching reother helpful tasks. The main one was orsources for Children’s Church (toddlers
ganizing. Meredith has focused on orgato 2 nd graders) and Sonshine Kids.
nizing and decluttering the Education
Meredith also recruits, interviews, hires,
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Education Department Updates
Hi, Church Family,
We are several weeks into the new year, and while much is the same for all of us,
there is somehow newness and hope all around. We have stepped into a scary new
normal, and it has been surprisingly fresh. While we cling to God’s unchanging
goodness in this current wilderness, we also see the new
things God is doing. Now is our invitation to join in on
the newness, and our Education Department offerings this
month aim to show us the path of continued faithfulness
amid every twist and turn.
This spring, we are keeping a lot of things the same.
Together we have found some habits that keep us in
touch. We have reached out tangibly to share faith and
make faith formation available. We have established the
rhythm of faithfully meeting with our Sunday School
classes and Bible studies. There are also things this spring that will keep pivoting
on the turn we’ve started and turn a little further, not only for Education but also
as a church and as individuals.
These past few weeks have seen my own little family step into the reality of
becoming a family of three, and we have experienced firsthand how stepping into
the scary places with God brings joy and fruitfulness. By walking with God into
the very places that seemed to promise only more desert, we can discover both a
different reality waiting for us and a new way to be faithful.
I am excited for what is yet to be revealed to us at FPC. In the meantime, the idea
of pilgrimage fits well in our current situation. How can we travel well into what
is next? Our February classes have something to say to that question.
Whether you are learning about Celtic spirituality with our ladies, praying
through the headlines with our Crossroads class, or joining Penny and Harry for
Pilgrimage into the Last Third of Life, you are on this journey into God’s future. I pray
that through our Education offerings this month, you will be met where you are
and guided into a fearless future as we discover the next steps on our journey
together.
—Stephanie

It’s a
new
!
year

Friends
in Deed
An FPC mission
project helping
members with routine home
maintenance.
Call the church office
to schedule
a visit from one of
the Friends in Deed

FPC

Communion
Dates in 2021
February 7
March 7

Humor:

Church Humor

Great Truths about Growing Old
Growing old is mandatory; growing up is
optional.
Forget the health food. I need all the preservatives I can get.
When you fall down, you wonder what else
you can do while you're down there.
You're getting old when you get the same
sensation from a rocking chair that you once
got from a roller coaster.
It's frustrating when you know all the
answers but nobody bothers to ask you the
questions.
Time may be a great healer, but it's a lousy
beautician.

“Our senior pastor was a reservist in the U.S.
Marines, and he was called up last year to
serve as a chaplain in Iraq. He left the church
in the hands of his eldest son, who was the
youth pastor and a very capable young man.
Nevertheless, it gave our pastor some concern
when he received this note from a member of
the congregation:
‘Dear Pastor, we are praying for you and
your unit. The church misses you. Your son is
carrying on with the choir. It is really
something’.”
—from “Laugh and the Whole Church
Laughs with You,” 2009

April 1 (Maundy
Thursday)
April 4
May 2
June 6
July 4
August 1
September 5
September 19
(MoRanch ACR)
October 3
November 7
December 5
December 24
(10:30 p.m.)
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ON ZOOM

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
This Wednesday noon
Bible study continues its
study of the gospel of
John. You will find the
Zoom link to this group
in the weekly church
email.

Ladies’ Lunch
Bible Study
The Ladies’ Bible Study
will continue discussing
Journeys with Celtic Christians by Rodney
Newman through
February 10 on Zoom.
Starting the 17th, we will
begin The Rock, the Road,
and the Rabbi: Come to the
Land Where It All Began
by Kathie Lee Gifford.
We will join her as she
visits sites in Israel that
have impacted her life.
As she shares her story,
Rabbi Jason Sobel, a
messianic Jewish rabbi
who was trained in the
ancient rabbinical way,
provides fascinating
background details into
the language, culture
and heritage that make
the story of the New
Testament come alive.
Contact Karen Rayburn
for information on the
book. You will find the
Zoom link to this group
in the weekly church
email.

Look for the link to these classes in the
weekly church email.
Surveyors
“1st and 2nd Thessalonians”
February 7 - March 7
Celeste Frost
These letters are full of Paul’s prayerful
thanksgiving for the people, his pastoral
concerns for them, and some time on their
hope for the expected return of Jesus.
“Faith, Hope and Love are not human attributes but gifts that spring from God alone.”
Homebuilders
“The God We Can Know”
February 14 - March 28
After “Healthy Christian Conflict” ends,
the class will have its between-studies fellowship during the February 7 class. The
next Sunday begins a seven-week video series, “The God We Can Know” by Rob
Fuquay. Travel to the Holy Land and see
the places where Jesus stood as he made
his “I am” declarations. Journey from the
Judean wilderness to the Galilean hills and
into the heart of Jerusalem.
Week 1: Introduction: Knowing the Great
“I Am”
Week 2: “I Am the Bread of Life”—Knowing
God’s Satisfaction
Week 3: “I Am the Light of the World”—
Knowing God’s Guidance
Week 4: “I Am the Good Shepherd”—Knowing God’s Care
Week 5: “I Am the True Vine”—Knowing
God’s Power
Week 6: “I Am the Way, the Truth and the
Life”— Knowing God’s Way
Week 7: “I Am the Resurrection and the Life”—
Knowing God’s Possibilities
Crossroads
Patrick & Amanda Tolbert
Crossroads is a class that aims to integrate
faith and life. With our minds and hearts
steeped in scripture, we pray our way
through today’s headlines. In our curriculum, news pieces are interspersed with reflection questions and opportunity for dialogue and discernment.

Adult Elective
“Pilgrimage into the Last Third of Life”
February 7 - March 7
Rev. Harry Brown & Penny Leone, RN
Harry, retired pastor, and Penny, FPC Parish Nurse, hope you will come to this fiveweek class whether you are in the first
third of life (birth to
35ish), the second third
of life (35ish to 60ish),
or the last third of life
(60ish to 90+). Through
resources such as discussion, scripture, reflection and the book
Pilgrimage into the Last
Third of Life, by Marie
Thibault and Richard
L. Morgan, we hope to find spiritual
growth, insight, inspiration, wisdom and
hope for our pilgrimage called “life.”

FPC
STAFF PICKS
Each month a staff member weighs in on his or
her favorite things in our church library. You
can come check out books during church office
hours or contact us for other times to access the
library.
February Spotlight:

Tempered Resilience: How Leaders
are Formed in the Crucible of Change
by Tod Bolsinger
In Tempered Resilience, the author does a
great job pulling from scripture, stories
and current leadership trends to provide
this very timely leadership resource! The
book proves thoughtful, insightful and
practical throughout. Also, our elders, deacons, trustees and staff used a couple of
chapters from the book at our annual
Leaders’ Retreat in January to help us consider what it means to be resilient, selfreflective and courageous leaders in this
time. In other words, if you pick up this
book, there are a good number of folks in
the church who are now familiar with it,
and it may lead to some good discussions!
—Pastor Bobby

Podcasts Pastor Bobby listens to and enjoys
The Ministry Collaborative—”This podcast explores relevant and pressing ministry topics, often interviewing pastors
and Christian leaders
to see how they are
navigating certain
challenges and opportunities.”
A project of the Macedonian Ministry Foundation, it is committed to
developing a national network of pastors and
congregations committed to faithful, creative and
collaborative engagement in their communities.
(mministry.org)
Write Now—”This one always gets me
re-motivated to write! The episodes cover
everything and anything to do with the
writing process.”
Host Sarah Rhea Werner is happy to talk about
most things writing, creativity and podcastrelated (www.sarahwerner.com/episodes/).
Conversing—”Fuller Theological Seminary podcast in which President Mark
Labberton interviews Christian
leaders from all
walks of life and
vocations. Guests
and questions alike
are always fascinating and relevant.”
The Conversing icon is inspired by a painting
by Labberton that hangs in his office and is
meant to evoke both the power of conversation
and the turbulence of our times. Labberton takes
the occasion of his travels to speak with a broad
spectrum of leaders on issues at the intersection
of theology and culture. (https://fullerstudio.
fuller.edu/conversing-home/)

Humor

SundaySchool
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Why couldn’t Jonah trust the ocean?
He just knew there was something
fishy about it.
What do we have that Adam never
had? Ancestors.
Did you know they had cars in Jesus’
time?

Texas Standard—”I don’t usually listen
to the full podcast each day, but this one
helps me stay in-the-know with what’s
going on around the state.”
National Public Radio’s KUT 90.5 delivers upto-the-moment coverage of politics, lifestyle, the
environment, technology, innovation and money
from a uniquely Texas perspective. (npr.org),
Stuff You Should Know—”The co-hosts
explore the background and back story
to almost anything and everything you
could imagine. It’s a fun way to learn
about all kinds of things I know nothing
about.”
From Stuff Media, it educates listeners on a
wide variety of topics, often using popular culture as a reference, giving the podcast comedic
value. Consistently ranked in the Top 10
on iTunes, it is one of the most popular podcasts
in the world. (stuffyoushouldknow.com)
Story Pirates—”Leo loves listening to this
one in the car! Children submit an
original story to the podcast, and the
podcast hosts then tell that story in creative, funny and often musical ways.“
From Gimlet Media, this podcast for and by
kids won the iHeart Radio award in 2020 for
Best Kids and Family
Podcast. It features
songs and sketches based
on stories by kids. Special guests range from
Julie Andrews to John
Oliver to Lin-Manuel
Miranda.
(storypirates.com).
Finally—”I like to bounce around to
podcasts of different churches of all denominations to hear sermons.”

The Bible says the disciples were all
of one Accord.
What excuse did Adam give his
children about why he no longer
lived in Eden?
“Your mother ate us out of house
and home!”

How to listen
to podcasts
 On a website.
The simplest way to listen
to podcasts is on a web
browser like Chrome, Safari
or Microsoft Edge.
 On your iPhone or
iPad. If you have an
iPhone you can use the
Apple podcasts app to listen
to podcasts.
 On your Android
phone.
If you have an Android
phone you can use the
Google podcasts app.

FIRSTWORD
published monthly by
First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert
Pastor
703 S. Church Street
Georgetown, TX 78626
Phone: 512-863-3381
Email:
churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org
Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org
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COMPASSIONATE CARE

Penny Leone
Parish Nurse

Virtual Senior
Seminar
“Senior Living: What’s
It All About?” is the
topic for the seminar
from 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Thursday, February 18.
Learn the facts about
many types of retirement communities
available in the area and
the questions you
should be asking when
considering your
options.
Call Virginia Lazenby
at 512-818-0988 to
register for this free
virtual webinar.
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Highlighting FPC’s card ministry

Already feeling the spirit leading and directing

It’s hard to believe that in nearly 24 years as your Parish
Nurse, I’ve never written a newsletter column on FPC’s
card ministry!
Have you ever received a card signed something like,
“Service Committee of FPC” or “Compassionate Care Team
of FPC” or “Your Church Family”? I’d like to tell you a
little background and about those cards.

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I
do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”
—John 14:27

“Compassionate Care Committee” or “Service
Committee?”
For decades a committee of the Diaconate (deacons), who
primarily organized funeral meals, was known as “Service Committee.” “Service Committee” was a confusing title
because some people thought it was about organizing
Sunday services. This past year, the name of the committee was changed to “Compassionate Care.”

In this time of worry, discomfort and disillusionment, I am leaning on this truth.
Jesus left us with his peace, a peace that
surpasses all understanding, a peace not
of this world. Our fears and our troubles
are safe with him.
In this new position, I have so many
doubts and anxieties. Doubts for abilities

All committees at FPC have a focus and certain responsibilities. The CCC focus is to provide a ministry of sympathy and service to the people in the congregation. The responsibilities are to:
 Organize and serve bereavement receptions.
 Maintain a card ministry by sending cards to members
with special needs.
 Maintain a flower re-gifting ministry using flowers donated for the Sunday worship.
 Support the congregation with compassionate activities
such as providing food for congregation members going
through a time of hardship.

and circumstances. But, I have no doubt
in our God. Already I know the Spirit is
leading, directing our family, blessing us
through the ideas and faith of these beautiful young people, gracing us with the
faithful commitment of volunteers.
We are so blessed already by God’s
faithfulness and peace. Please continue to
keep these wonderful youth and their
families in your prayers as we navigate this
crazy time alongside one another. We cannot wait to see the new things God will
do and the peace the Spirit will give.
—Kelly Ann Seaman

TACKLING HUNGER

What does the Compassionate Care Committee
(CCC) do?

Thru Feb. 7 th

Watch for details in the weekly
church email about how you
outh Ministr y
can help FPC’s YYouth
collect money and nonperishable food items through
February 7 to benefit The
Caring Place and Helping
Hands of Georgetown.

You, like I, may have been a recipient of FPC’s care provided by this committee. I’ll never forget this committee
worked with a similar committee at Christ Lutheran to
provide a reception after my daughter’s and her fiancé’s
death. I received cards and flowers after a surgery. I received food during a difficult period.
The CCC thanks Carolyn Gregory for being faithful,
creative and loving as she works to gather information
on who needs to receive a card, choose the card, sign and
mail the card. The card you receive is from YOUR church
family! (If you have extra greeting cards you’d like to donate to the ministry, please drop them at the church office.)
—Penny Leone

First Presbyterian
Church
NEW web page:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

WEAR RED on Friday, February 5th! Cardiovascular Disease (heart attacks, strokes) is
the leading cause of death for men, women and people of most racial and ethnic groups
in the U.S. Wearing red that Friday is a way to unite with millions of people for the
common goal to eradicate heart attacks and strokes and to memorialize those who have
died by cardiovascular disease.

Kelly Ann Seaman
Youth Director

A spruced-up look for the front of the Sanctuary—Thanks to the efforts of Mike Carson
and George Harwell, the plant beds on the sides of the Sanctuary steps have been cleared of old
shrubs, and new cast iron plants have been added. Now that the oak trees along Church Street
have been trimmed, additional sunlight could allow for more plants to be added in the future.

To notify the
church office if:
 You change your
physical or mailing
address
 You change your
email address or add
email
 You change your home
or cell phone number
 You add a new phone
number
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MISSION

Mission Sewing
Last month as we began the
New Year 2021, we focused
on our mission of providing
warmth and comfort to
others through the giving of
handcrafted items made
with yarn and fabric.
Our members delivered
more than 18 stuffed
animals, blankets and
books to the Williamson
County Children's Advocacy
Center.
Thank you to Alison
Harrison, Lenice Smithwick,
Barbara Caudle, Linette
Harwell and Judy Willett.
And thanks to the individual
who donated the large
quantity of fashion yarn.
Your generosity is greatly
appreciated.
—Kathy Jones

Humor
On a Saturday night, when
a church family went out
for dinner, they explained to
their curious little son why
gratuities are given and how
they are figured.
The next morning at
church when the offering
plate was passed, the boy
whispered loudly to his dad,
“How much are you going
to tip the pastor?’

FELLOWSHIP

Mission spotlight: PDA responds to disasters

Save the date for Spring Gathering over Zoom

When natural or human-caused disasters impact communities, Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA) is poised to respond and work closely with congregations and local
mission partners to bring Christ’s love and healing. (pda.pcusa.org)
PDA is the emergency and refugee program of the PCUSA. Its budget, including
staff and administrative costs, is funded through the One Great Hour of Sharing, and
through designated gifts. Here are two recent examples of PDA helping with disasters:
 In parts of Central America devastated by
 The agency approved a church damage
back-to-back hurricanes Eta and Iota in Nogrant for the Martin Luther King Jr. Comvember, PDA has assisted through a medical
munity Presbyterian Church of Springfield,
brigade and food distribution mission to San
Massachusetts. The predominantly Black
José del Oriente de Ilama, Santa Barbara, in
church sustained some $100,000 in damages
Honduras.
in a suspicious December 28 blaze that is
There is a long road to recovery for the
under investigation as arson.
village and many other communities imBecause of the pandemic, the congregapacted by the hurricanes. Even as immedition had been meeting online since March,
ate needs for food, water, shelter and medical
so services haven’t been interrupted by the
care are being met, church leaders along with
fire. Two members of the church also are
others are looking at the long-term needs of
members of PDA’s National Response Team,
the region, including how to help restore liveand PDA is virtually deploying a team to
lihoods such as farming and other busisupport the congregation and its leadership.
nesses. Crop loss is a huge concern, whether
The grant “is intended to support the
they are cash crops or family food crops. In
continuation of ministry,” said the Rev. Jim
some cases, crops were simply wiped out by
Kirk, PDA’s Associate for Disaster Response
flooding, and in other cases farmers are cut
in the U.S., on January 6. “We hope that the
off from their crops and won’t be able to harfunds will be sent at the end of this week or
vest in time.
possibility next week.”

What’s new? It could be YOU! Start off the
new year in 2021 by joining a circle with
great Zoom fellowship until we can be in
person. Four circles meet by Zoom, one on
the first Tuesday of the month in the
evening, and three on the third Wednesday in the late morning. Zoom links are
provided through the church e-mail each
Friday. For more information about finding a circle, call Beverly Jones at 512-6882210 or Peggy Currie at 704- 281-6981.
“PW NewsBytes” is now available! This
online newsletter, formerly the PW Quarterly Mailing, brims with “news you can
use” from Presbyterian Women Churchwide. The inaugural Winter 2020 edition
includes a Thank Offering highlight, details about a change to the Horizons publishing schedule, an update on PW giving,
information about recently published or
coming-soon resources and more! (https:/
/www.presbyterianwomen. org/.../pwnewsbytes.../)
Lastly, save the date for the PW of Mission Presbytery Spring Gathering. We cannot gather at Mo-Ranch this year, but we
can meet on Zoom for fellowship, learning and worship. Mark April 9-11 on your
calendar. Our hosts are the “Valley Chicas”
from the Rio Grande Valley churches. They

For more information, contact FPC Mission Advocate for PDA: Bill McKenna.

are busy planning and will share more
details by next month.
Blessings to you all.
—Beverly Jones

February Circle
Meetings on Zoom
Elizabeth Circle
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, February 2

Theresa McKenna
512-635-5152

Martha Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, February 17

Carol Siekmeier
512-863-8601

Rachel Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, February 17

Sandie Kienitz
512-868-2519

Hannah-Esther Circle
11 a.m. Wednesday, February 17

Lenice Smithwick
254-793-8039

Sarah-Ruth Circle
Members are invited to attend
any of the four Zoom meetings.

Still providing food while service hours shortened
Welcome to 2021! Let’s hope it’s a better
year than 2020 was! By the time you get
this we will have a new
President. Let us pray for him
and his team.
There is not a lot to report
this month from The Caring
Place. Staff has been cut back,
and the service hours are
shorter. But they are still providing food
to meet the needs of the people in
Georgetown and surrounding area.
The Caring Place is still accepting
donations but only on Mondays, except
holidays, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Railroad Avenue location. Please bring
donations in a box or bag. Staff will
unload your car. Please stay in your car

or maintain social distancing. Check out
the types of donations they are now
accepting at https://www.
caringplacetx.org/how-tohelp/give/donate-items.html
To schedule furniture pickup call 512-943-0711. Items
may be picked up on Wednesday or Friday between 8:30
a.m. and noon. Go to that same web page
to see the furniture items they are not
accepting.
Last, but not least, I want to thank the
congregation for your very generous
donation to our staff at Christmas time.
Your kindness was much appreciated.
—Jenny Carswell

It’s BiG’s

8th Annual Art
Auction!
Saturday, March 6
7 - 10:30 p.m.
Sheraton Hotel and Conference
Center, Georgetown
This year’s event will be held in
person (limited tickets available),
as well as livestreamed.

Choose from several ticket options
at brookwoodingeorgetown.org
and click on “Art Auction 2021.”

Zoom links to the four
meetings will be made
available through circle
leaders and will be in
the Friday church email
prior to the meeting.
Recordings of some of
the lessons are available
by request within a few
hours of the meetings.
Contact Beverly Jones if
you would like a recording.
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All committees at FPC have a focus and certain responsibilities. The CCC focus is to provide a ministry of sympathy and service to the people in the congregation. The responsibilities are to:
 Organize and serve bereavement receptions.
 Maintain a card ministry by sending cards to members
with special needs.
 Maintain a flower re-gifting ministry using flowers donated for the Sunday worship.
 Support the congregation with compassionate activities
such as providing food for congregation members going
through a time of hardship.

and circumstances. But, I have no doubt
in our God. Already I know the Spirit is
leading, directing our family, blessing us
through the ideas and faith of these beautiful young people, gracing us with the
faithful commitment of volunteers.
We are so blessed already by God’s
faithfulness and peace. Please continue to
keep these wonderful youth and their
families in your prayers as we navigate this
crazy time alongside one another. We cannot wait to see the new things God will
do and the peace the Spirit will give.
—Kelly Ann Seaman

TACKLING HUNGER

What does the Compassionate Care Committee
(CCC) do?

Thru Feb. 7 th

Watch for details in the weekly
church email about how you
outh Ministr y
can help FPC’s YYouth
collect money and nonperishable food items through
February 7 to benefit The
Caring Place and Helping
Hands of Georgetown.

You, like I, may have been a recipient of FPC’s care provided by this committee. I’ll never forget this committee
worked with a similar committee at Christ Lutheran to
provide a reception after my daughter’s and her fiancé’s
death. I received cards and flowers after a surgery. I received food during a difficult period.
The CCC thanks Carolyn Gregory for being faithful,
creative and loving as she works to gather information
on who needs to receive a card, choose the card, sign and
mail the card. The card you receive is from YOUR church
family! (If you have extra greeting cards you’d like to donate to the ministry, please drop them at the church office.)
—Penny Leone

First Presbyterian
Church
NEW web page:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

WEAR RED on Friday, February 5th! Cardiovascular Disease (heart attacks, strokes) is
the leading cause of death for men, women and people of most racial and ethnic groups
in the U.S. Wearing red that Friday is a way to unite with millions of people for the
common goal to eradicate heart attacks and strokes and to memorialize those who have
died by cardiovascular disease.

Kelly Ann Seaman
Youth Director

A spruced-up look for the front of the Sanctuary—Thanks to the efforts of Mike Carson
and George Harwell, the plant beds on the sides of the Sanctuary steps have been cleared of old
shrubs, and new cast iron plants have been added. Now that the oak trees along Church Street
have been trimmed, additional sunlight could allow for more plants to be added in the future.

To notify the
church office if:
 You change your
physical or mailing
address
 You change your
email address or add
email
 You change your home
or cell phone number
 You add a new phone
number
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ON ZOOM

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
This Wednesday noon
Bible study continues its
study of the gospel of
John. Contact Ron Place
to be added to the
participant list and
receive the Zoom link.

Ladies’ Lunch
Bible Study
The Ladies’ Bible Study
will continue discussing
Journeys with Celtic Christians by Rodney
Newman through
February 10 on Zoom.
Starting the 17th, we will
begin The Rock, the Road,
and the Rabbi: Come to the
Land Where It All Began
by Kathie Lee Gifford.
We will join her as she
visits sites in Israel that
have impacted her life.
As she shares her story,
Rabbi Jason Sobel, a
messianic Jewish rabbi
who was trained in the
ancient rabbinical way,
provides fascinating
background details into
the language, culture
and heritage that make
the story of the New
Testament come alive.
Contact Karen Rayburn
for information on the
book and to receive the
Zoom link.

Surveyors
“1st and 2nd Thessalonians”
February 7 - March 7
Celeste Frost
These letters are full of Paul’s prayerful
thanksgiving for the people, his pastoral
concerns for them, and some time on their
hope for the expected return of Jesus.
“Faith, Hope and Love are not human attributes but gifts that spring from God alone.”
Contact Bill Stanley for the Zoom link.
Homebuilders
“The God We Can Know”
February 14 - March 28
After “Healthy Christian Conflict” ends,
the class will have its between-studies fellowship during the February 7 class. The
next Sunday begins a seven-week video series, “The God We Can Know” by Rob
Fuquay. Travel to the Holy Land and see
the places where Jesus stood as he made
his “I am” declarations. Journey from the
Judean wilderness to the Galilean hills and
into the heart of Jerusalem.
Week 1: Introduction: Knowing the Great
“I Am”
Week 2: “I Am the Bread of Life”—Knowing
God’s Satisfaction
Week 3: “I Am the Light of the World”—
Knowing God’s Guidance
Week 4: “I Am the Good Shepherd”—Knowing God’s Care
Week 5: “I Am the True Vine”—Knowing
God’s Power
Week 6: “I Am the Way, the Truth and the
Life”— Knowing God’s Way
Week 7: “I Am the Resurrection and the Life”—
Knowing God’s Possibilities
Contact Karen Jones for the Zoom link.
Crossroads
Patrick & Amanda Tolbert
Crossroads is a class that aims to integrate
faith and life. With our minds and hearts
steeped in scripture, we pray our way
through today’s headlines. In our curriculum, news pieces are interspersed with reflection questions and opportunity for dialogue and discernment. Contact Patrick to
receive the Zoom link.

Adult Elective
“Pilgrimage into the Last Third of Life”
February 7 - March 7
Rev. Harry Brown & Penny Leone, RN
Harry, retired pastor, and Penny, FPC Parish Nurse, hope you will come to this fiveweek class whether you are in the first
third of life (birth to
35ish), the second third
of life (35ish to 60ish),
or the last third of life
(60ish to 90+). Through
resources such as discussion, scripture, reflection and the book
Pilgrimage into the Last
Third of Life, by Marie
Thibault and Richard
L. Morgan, we hope to find spiritual
growth, insight, inspiration, wisdom and
hope for our pilgrimage called “life.”

FPC
STAFF PICKS
Each month a staff member weighs in on his or
her favorite things in our church library. You
can come check out books during church office
hours or contact us for other times to access the
library.
February Spotlight:

Tempered Resilience: How Leaders
are Formed in the Crucible of Change
by Tod Bolsinger
In Tempered Resilience, the author does a
great job pulling from scripture, stories
and current leadership trends to provide
this very timely leadership resource! The
book proves thoughtful, insightful and
practical throughout. Also, our elders, deacons, trustees and staff used a couple of
chapters from the book at our annual
Leaders’ Retreat in January to help us consider what it means to be resilient, selfreflective and courageous leaders in this
time. In other words, if you pick up this
book, there are a good number of folks in
the church who are now familiar with it,
and it may lead to some good discussions!
—Pastor Bobby

Podcasts Pastor Bobby listens to and enjoys
The Ministry Collaborative—”This podcast explores relevant and pressing ministry topics, often interviewing pastors
and Christian leaders
to see how they are
navigating certain
challenges and opportunities.”
A project of the Macedonian Ministry Foundation, it is committed to
developing a national network of pastors and
congregations committed to faithful, creative and
collaborative engagement in their communities.
(mministry.org)
Write Now—”This one always gets me
re-motivated to write! The episodes cover
everything and anything to do with the
writing process.”
Host Sarah Rhea Werner is happy to talk about
most things writing, creativity and podcastrelated (www.sarahwerner.com/episodes/).
Conversing—”Fuller Theological Seminary podcast in which President Mark
Labberton interviews Christian
leaders from all
walks of life and
vocations. Guests
and questions alike
are always fascinating and relevant.”
The Conversing icon is inspired by a painting
by Labberton that hangs in his office and is
meant to evoke both the power of conversation
and the turbulence of our times. Labberton takes
the occasion of his travels to speak with a broad
spectrum of leaders on issues at the intersection
of theology and culture. (https://fullerstudio.
fuller.edu/conversing-home/)

Humor

SundaySchool
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Why couldn’t Jonah trust the ocean?
He just knew there was something
fishy about it.
What do we have that Adam never
had? Ancestors.
Did you know they had cars in Jesus’
time?

Texas Standard—”I don’t usually listen
to the full podcast each day, but this one
helps me stay in-the-know with what’s
going on around the state.”
National Public Radio’s KUT 90.5 delivers upto-the-moment coverage of politics, lifestyle, the
environment, technology, innovation and money
from a uniquely Texas perspective. (npr.org),
Stuff You Should Know—”The co-hosts
explore the background and back story
to almost anything and everything you
could imagine. It’s a fun way to learn
about all kinds of things I know nothing
about.”
From Stuff Media, it educates listeners on a
wide variety of topics, often using popular culture as a reference, giving the podcast comedic
value. Consistently ranked in the Top 10
on iTunes, it is one of the most popular podcasts
in the world. (stuffyoushouldknow.com)
Story Pirates—”Leo loves listening to this
one in the car! Children submit an
original story to the podcast, and the
podcast hosts then tell that story in creative, funny and often musical ways.“
From Gimlet Media, this podcast for and by
kids won the iHeart Radio award in 2020 for
Best Kids and Family
Podcast. It features
songs and sketches based
on stories by kids. Special guests range from
Julie Andrews to John
Oliver to Lin-Manuel
Miranda.
(storypirates.com).
Finally—”I like to bounce around to
podcasts of different churches of all denominations to hear sermons.”

The Bible says the disciples were all
of one Accord.
What excuse did Adam give his
children about why he no longer
lived in Eden?
“Your mother ate us out of house
and home!”

How to listen
to podcasts
 On a website.
The simplest way to listen
to podcasts is on a web
browser like Chrome, Safari
or Microsoft Edge.
 On your iPhone or
iPad. If you have an
iPhone you can use the
Apple podcasts app to listen
to podcasts.
 On your Android
phone.
If you have an Android
phone you can use the
Google podcasts app.

FIRSTWORD
published monthly by
First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert
Pastor
703 S. Church Street
Georgetown, TX 78626
Phone: 512-863-3381
Email:
churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org
Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org
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spotlight

Meredith
Rodgers,
FPC’s
Childcare
Coordinator
What do you do
when your job
is to care for
children but the
children can’t
come to church?

Signs from the hallway in the
Education Building.

What she is doing while we worship from home

O

n this winter Sunday
morning the FPC Education Building hallway
and classrooms are dark,
eerily silent and cold. The entry
doors are locked.
The pre-pandemic welcoming
noise and bustle of children and
parents is absent. The seven
classrooms, including the nursery, and resource room are neat
and tidy, undisturbed by little
ones or teachers.
Toys that once littered the
floors are put away, stored in
bins, on shelves or in cabinets.
No children are there to see
the posters and sayings that
adorn the hallway walls and
rooms.
No teachers are there to greet
the children or lead them in Sunday School lessons or Children’s
Church. The same is true for
Lights were turned on for this photo.
Wednesday night, when no SonThe Education Building hallway is
shine kids are there to be cared
otherwise dark.
for and taught.
For Meredith Rodgers, Childcare Coordinator at FPC, the coronavirus
Building, in particular the first floor of
pandemic has been especially hard since
classrooms. Now that Stephanie Mettler
her part-time church job revolves around
has replaced Joy, she, too, is continuing
planning lessons and caring for the
to give Meredith jobs that keep her busy
church’s youngest members, kids from
in her eight-hours-a-week position.
infants to 2nd grade, on Sunday mornAnd Meredith continues to help with
ings and Wednesday evenings during
Kids Connect by recording Bible lessons
LOGOS and choir rehearsal.
for children that are posted on the church
After just 13 months into Meredith’s
web page. “I definitely miss being at
supervisory position at FPC, the church
church on Sunday and Wednesday, and I
suspended in-person worship and gathmiss the kids,” she said.
erings as the country went under stay-atHer job description details Meredith’s
home orders to avoid the spread of
responsibility for planning and conductCOVID-19. She has actually worked at the
ing the church’s childcare program, inchurch since 2014, beginning as a childcare
cluding “Children’s Church, Sunday
worker hired by Suzanne Gumpl, then
morning nursery and toddlers, Sonshine
Childcare Coordinator. In February 2019
Kids, All-Church Retreat, congregational
she assumed her current job title.
meetings, family night suppers, Chancel
So what do you do when your job is
Choir rehearsal, special worship services
to care for children but the children can’t
and other church functions as needed.”
come to church?
She is required, in normal times, to be on
Meredith said Joy Bedford, then Edusite Sundays from 8:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
cation Director and her supervisor, asked
and on Wednesdays from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m.
her to pivot, become flexible and take on
“to provide curriculum and teaching reother helpful tasks. The main one was orsources for Children’s Church (toddlers
ganizing. Meredith has focused on orgato 2 nd graders) and Sonshine Kids.
nizing and decluttering the Education
Meredith also recruits, interviews, hires,
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Education Department Updates
Hi, Church Family,
We are several weeks into the new year, and while much is the same for all of us,
there is somehow newness and hope all around. We have stepped into a scary new
normal, and it has been surprisingly fresh. While we cling to God’s unchanging
goodness in this current wilderness, we also see the new
things God is doing. Now is our invitation to join in on
the newness, and our Education Department offerings this
month aim to show us the path of continued faithfulness
amid every twist and turn.
This spring, we are keeping a lot of things the same.
Together we have found some habits that keep us in
touch. We have reached out tangibly to share faith and
make faith formation available. We have established the
rhythm of faithfully meeting with our Sunday School
classes and Bible studies. There are also things this spring that will keep pivoting
on the turn we’ve started and turn a little further, not only for Education but also
as a church and as individuals.
These past few weeks have seen my own little family step into the reality of
becoming a family of three, and we have experienced firsthand how stepping into
the scary places with God brings joy and fruitfulness. By walking with God into
the very places that seemed to promise only more desert, we can discover both a
different reality waiting for us and a new way to be faithful.
I am excited for what is yet to be revealed to us at FPC. In the meantime, the idea
of pilgrimage fits well in our current situation. How can we travel well into what
is next? Our February classes have something to say to that question.
Whether you are learning about Celtic spirituality with our ladies, praying
through the headlines with our Crossroads class, or joining Penny and Harry for
Pilgrimage into the Last Third of Life, you are on this journey into God’s future. I pray
that through our Education offerings this month, you will be met where you are
and guided into a fearless future as we discover the next steps on our journey
together.
—Stephanie

It’s a
new
!
year

Friends
in Deed
An FPC mission
project helping
members with routine home
maintenance.
Call the church office
to schedule
a visit from one of
the Friends in Deed

FPC

Communion
Dates in 2021
February 7
March 7

Humor:

Church Humor

Great Truths about Growing Old
Growing old is mandatory; growing up is
optional.
Forget the health food. I need all the preservatives I can get.
When you fall down, you wonder what else
you can do while you're down there.
You're getting old when you get the same
sensation from a rocking chair that you once
got from a roller coaster.
It's frustrating when you know all the
answers but nobody bothers to ask you the
questions.
Time may be a great healer, but it's a lousy
beautician.

“Our senior pastor was a reservist in the U.S.
Marines, and he was called up last year to
serve as a chaplain in Iraq. He left the church
in the hands of his eldest son, who was the
youth pastor and a very capable young man.
Nevertheless, it gave our pastor some concern
when he received this note from a member of
the congregation:
‘Dear Pastor, we are praying for you and
your unit. The church misses you. Your son is
carrying on with the choir. It is really
something’.”
—from “Laugh and the Whole Church
Laughs with You,” 2009

April 1 (Maundy
Thursday)
April 4
May 2
June 6
July 4
August 1
September 5
September 19
(MoRanch ACR)
October 3
November 7
December 5
December 24
(10:30 p.m.)
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director
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FPC Kids, families meet on Zoom for a Pizza Party

F
P
C

The boxes delivered to FPC Kids’ families
before January 13 had a special surprise: a
frozen pizza. They were to bake them right
before the Wednesday Pizza Party on
Zoom.
Stephanie Mettler, Education Director,
said the 30-minute party was fun and drew
the largest participation yet: a total of 26
kids and adults, including a couple who
had not participated before.

Stephanie said the night was a way for
families and church staff and volunteers to
share their lives together much as they had
in person at church before the coronavirus
pandemic. “Having a meal together at every Wednesday night program was part
and parcel of the program,” Stephanie said,
“and we don’t get to do that now since we
can’t meet in person. It was fun to see the
kids and parents eating pizza together and
visiting on screen!” Pastor Bobby was a
guest and talked about his family’s
Christmas celebration, while others talked about theirs.
Stephanie and Education and
Nurture Committee members try
to incorporate tangible experiences
into each FPC Kids meeting,
whether it involves a snack, food,
a project or activity.
The final program in January
focused on talking about a churchsupported mission, CUPS, which
serves communities in Mexico and
the Rio Grande Valley. After the program, the kids and their families
were to gather items to donate to
CUPS for schools in Mexico that
the organization supplies with
books and supplies. —Marty Curtis

trains, supervises and evaluates caregivers for the church’s childcare program.
“Meredith serves quietly and independently,” Stephanie says. “She’s worked
here for seven years, but most people in
the congregation don’t know her since
she works with kids. I have only experienced pandemic conditions since coming
here in September, so I haven’t seen
Meredith in her regular role. She ‘normally’ leads the hiring and scheduling of
childcare workers, but during the pandemic she is organizing projects around
FPC. She’s organized the Sunday School
resource room in the Ed Building, the
Sunday School rooms, some youth spaces
and some cages in the building basement.
She also has done some deliveries to families as we send boxes and materials out
to kids for ‘Kids Connect.’”
As she organized rooms in the building, Meredith cleaned out dozens (if not
more) toys and other items no longer
needed. In the resource room, the cabinets full of seasonal and holiday activities, projects and materials needed to be
decluttered and organized. She helped
David Lee Hulsey clean out the closet in
the upstairs youth room and has organized a cage in the building’s basement
that contains many of the props and costumes for children’s plays and musicals.
She has also started on another cage.
Meredith laughs when she talks about
all the organizing she has done. “Organization is a skill I didn’t know I had until
the coronavirus. I certainly am not organized at home!” She has had some help

Studying Philippians in bitmoji Sunday School classes
Our FPC kids, their families and their leaders continue to meet virtually. In our online
Sunday School bitmoji classroom, we are
studying the book of Philippians and will
finish the book in February. Our goal is
for each child to read through the book of
Philippians a second time, as they read
through the book once in January, so the
words and teachings can be remembered
more readily, and to memorize February’s
memory verse: “I know how to live on almost
nothing or with everything. I have learned the
secret of living in every situation, whether it is
with a full stomach or empty, with plenty or
little. For I can do everything through Christ,
who gives me strength.” -Phil 4.12-13 (NLT).

Our Family Zoom meetings every other
Wednesday evening kicked off the new
year’s programming on January 13 with a
pizza party and continued January 27 with
a focus on the ministry of CUPS, an FPCsupported mission. We are excited for our
spring semester to continue with two
meetings this month: bedtime stories on
February 10 and worship arts on February 24!
—Stephanie
Contact Stephanie if you have any questions, and know that it is never too late to
sign up for delivery boxes with Zoom and
Sunday School supplies!

While organizing the hallway and classrooms,
Meredith made a comfortable spot in the hallway for kids when they return, complete with
a shelf of books and puzzles, a rug and
pillows.

from her husband, Kyle, and sons Kaden,
12, and Liam, 8, in doing some of the work
at the church, especially when it involved
heavy lifting. Not being able to go to
Wehas
Support:
church
been hard not only on her but
also on her sons since they come with her
and help on Sunday mornings.
She described what it was like in normal times, and what she misses, doing lesson plans for Sunday School and
Children’s Church, and providing childcare, as she and four workers covered three
shifts on a Sunday morning in the Education Building—starting with the 8:30 a.m.
worship, continuing through the Sunday
School hour with the help of classroom
teachers, and during 11:00 a.m. worship.
Taking care of children has been
Meredith’s focus and part-time job for
about 20 years, dated to when she baby
sat while in high school. The Georgetown
native graduated from Georgetown High
School in 2004 and worked at the former
Rabbit Hill School, well known to many
Georgetown residents for its day care and
summer programs. The school closed in
2014. Meredith was also a childcare worker
at her church, New Church of Georgetown.
While her full-time job at Annie Purl
keeps her busy, and her part-time job at
FPC continues to require flexibility,
Meredith continues to keep a positive attitude and looks forward to when the children and their parents can return to the
silent hallway and rooms in the Education Building on Sunday morning and
Wednesday evening.
Says Stephanie, “Every church needs
a Meredith—or two!”
—Marty Curtis

Organizing toys in a
classroom.

Meredith, unmasked

Her full-time day job
is paraprofessional
instructional aide in
special education at
Annie Purl Elementary in Georgetown.
The mother of two
sons, she is also pursuing a college degree
online in education,
hoping to begin her
student teaching this
fall, hopefully at
Annie Purl. And to
add to the stress of the
pandemic? She is
expecting her third
child in May—a girl.
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Supplies needed for the class—

FRED

Paints: Oils, watercolors or acrylics.
Medium & Cleaner: She uses linseed
oil and odorless mineral spirits.
Support: What you will paint on, e.g.,
paper, canvas, etc.
Brushes: An inexpensive set of small
brushes (nothing bigger than 1" wide).
Paper Towels: Tons of these!
If someone is looking for a relatively
inexpensive set of oil paints for the
class, Beverly recommends a Gamblin
starter set at Michael’s costing about
$35. The store also has specials on
canvas and paper.

Painting class by Beverly Dennis on Zoom set for February
FPC member, deacon and artist
Beverly Dennis will host a four-week
class, “Painting in a Twist,” for all
ages, during February on Zoom—
purely for fun and noncredit.
Recognizing that 2020 was a
“twisted” version of life in the past,
and that—in Winston Churchill’s
words, “Painting is a companion
with whom one may walk a great
part of life’s journey”—FPC will embrace the twist and painting.
Beverly will instruct the classes
at 7 p.m. each Thursday beginning
February 4. Watch for a link in the
church weekly email to a web page
where you can register. There is no
charge for the class.
Two sessions will have participants paint a still life, and two classes
will focus on painting a landscape.
She will use oils but help participants with watercolor and acrylic.
Each session also will include compositional studies.
Beverly is a former college art educator whose contemporary landscapes are found in collections from
the South to the West Coast. She is
affiliated with a gallery in New
Orleans and the Gallery off the
Square in Georgetown.
That gallery is a co-op of artists
in Central Texas and is located less

than two blocks from our church,
in the Framers Gallery shop at 610
Main Street, next door to Laurie’s
café. Beverly recently joined the coop, which features oil paintings,
sculpture, photography, pottery and
watercolors.
Last June Beverly was the featured artist of The Creative Arts
Society, an Austin-based nonprofit
arts organization promoting development of the “Artist in Everyone.”
Beverly earned a bachelor’s degree
at Southern Methodist University, a
Master of Fine Arts degree in paint-

ing at Ole Miss, and a Master of Art
Education degree from the University of Southern Mississippi. She
taught at Ole Miss and at a community college in Mississippi.
Beverly’s landscapes are in both
oil and acrylic. She talks about influences on her work: “I am fascinated by space—by color, by line
and shape. I am delighted by evidence
of all of these. A painting is the perfect meeting point. The vastness of
space that encloses us or invites us
into intimacy. The color that changes
and reveals. Light that focuses or
obscures. The painting is that device that transforms ‘reverie into
reality and vice versa.’ The painting tells me more about you than
you know.”
She said her experience of
Texas landscape is still forming.
“It’s grand and wide open. The
media I chose has been oil, but
even that is changing as I work
through some acrylic compositions. That being said, I should
probably add the ‘sense of place’
is quickly becoming Texas.”
Beverly and her husband,
Charles, recently elected firstyear Stewardship & Finance
elder in 2021, joined the church
in October 2016. —Marty Curtis

Words of Life in the Wilderness:
A Sermon Series on the Ten Commandments

FEBRUARY WORSHIP
(on YouTube at 11 a.m.)
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
February 7: “Giving Sabbath”
Scripture: Deuteronomy 5:2, 12-15; Luke 13:10-17
February 14: “Riffing on the Lindy Hop”
Communion
Scripture: Exodus 20:2,12; Philippians 3:17
February 17: Ash Wednesday
Scripture: Isaiah 58:1-12; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
February 21:
Scripture: Exodus 20:2, 13; Matthew 5:21-26
February 28:
Scripture: Exodus 20:2, 14; Matthew 5:27-30

Talks

Faithfulness: Ready to
Explore and Discover

Flowers in Worship/
February
7 This could be you!
January 14
10 -Ray
March
21
& Karen
Rayburn
21 Harry & Laurell Brown
28 This could be you!

FEBRUARY
“The Parkinson’s Neighborhood of Hope”
7 p.m. Monday, February 1
Watch for the Zoom link
in the weekly email from church
Speaker Mary Jane Berry, retired RN, will
discuss her experiences as a caregiver when
her husband, Dave, was diagnosed with
Parkinson’s disease 18 years ago. Since then
she has become an educator and advocate
for others who have Parkinson’s disease
and for their caregivers.

MARCH
“What We Do with What We Have”
7 p.m. Monday, March 1
Watch for the Zoom link
in the weekly email from church
“It’s not so much what we have in life that
matters. It’s what we do with what we have.”
—Fred Rogers

Dear FPC Family,
We want to express our deep gratitude and appreciation for all of your
contributions toward the 2020 staff
bonuses. We are humbled by your
kindness and generosity. Know that
we are ever-grateful for the privilege to serve as your staff.
—In Christ, The FPC Staff

What if “what you
have” is a chronic condition? How would it
be possible to live a
healthy life with a
chronic condition? Jessica Martone, Health,
Prevention and Wellness Program Coordinator of the Area Agency on Aging
(Capital Area), will present information on
learning to become your own best advocate to understand
your condition and
the treatments that
work best for you to
improve your quality
of life. More information in late February
with the Zoom link to
attend.
Fred Rogers

Sign up online
to provide flowers
Check out the virtual flower
calendar online to provide
flowers for worship in 2021!
There are a lot of Sundays
left to choose from, so get
your slot now by visiting
https://www.signup genius.
com/go9040948aba62da4fe3
-2021.
You can also indicate
online if you want your
arrangement to be re-gifted
for the church Flower
Ministry.
Once you are signed up,
contact either The Flower
Box or A Matter of Taste to
order your arrangement.
Be sure to give the florist
the date of Sunday worship.
Both florists have key code
access to our facilities.
Contact Christina Bondesen if you have questions.
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Boldface indicates
a member of
First Presbyterian Church

ANNIVERSARIES
2
4
14
18
19
27
29

Keith Brainard & Katie Bradford
Jason & Radona Wagner
Ray & Karen Rayburn
Tim & Peggy Taylor
David & Jaime Cowan
Bill & Nancy Stramler
Dennis & Terri Boroczk

BIRTHDAYS
2
3
4

5
6
8
10
11
12
13
14
15

17
18
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Cindy Shaner
David Siekmeier
Joyce Walden
Leo Hulme-Lippert
Collin Jones
Parker Littleton
Amy Pratt
Tanner Walden
Ramona Kissner
Keith Smith
Judy Thomson
Lou Brown
Elaine Caskey
Kathy Jones
Dana Hall
Anne Hoke
Carole Alsup
Ruth McEntire
Carolyn Stubblefield
Rob Fullinwider
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Currie named Interim Executive Director
of The Foundation for Reformed Theology

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - December 2020
General Operating Fund

Among Our People

Actual

Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income

In the hospital last month: Lloyd Davis,
Jean Fisher and Joan Lutz.

Pledges

$792,854

$841,881

94%

Other

$152,077

$105,180

145%

Our sympathy to:
 Tom & Peggy Currie on the death of
Tom’s brother-in-law, Stephen Plunkett,
January 18.
 The Hubbard Family on the death of
Cathy’s brother-in-law, Edward Meissner,
December 29 in Pennsylvania, and nephew, Bruce Meissner, January 11 in California, both having been in home hospice
care.
 Philip & Magen Smith on the death of
Magen’s grandmother, Dorothy Carlyle,
January 2.

TOTAL

$944,931

$947,061

100%

Validated Mission

$57,793

$57,593

100%

Local/Other Mission

$25,970

$29,802

87%

Ministry of the Word

$148,967

$150,133

99%

Program/Support Staff

$461,178

$468,710

98%

Christian Education

$26,047

$39,350

66%

Music and Worship

$21,534

$21,756

99%

$5,976

$11,115

54%

Property

$93,752

$90,500

104%

Stewardship/Finance

$18,781

$19,700

95%

Other Oper Expenses

$31,497

$43,970

72%

Debt Retirement

$97,554

$97,548

100%

In memoriam:
 Willie Gibson joined the Church Triumphant January 7. Willie had been a
member since April 2008, serving as a deacon from 2012-14. Services were held in
January.
 Lloyd Davis joined the Church Triumphant January 19. Lloyd had been a member since October 2008. Services are yet to
be determined.
Congratulations to Joel & Joan Lawrence
on the birth of their grandson, Charlie
Booth Lawrence, born January 13 in Los
Angeles.
Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Hammond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandsonin-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIntosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col.
Mike Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt.1 st
Class Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos,
Larry & Helen Burk’s grandson; and
Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy
Hayes.

Expenses

Evangelism/Care

TOTAL

$989,049 $1,030,177

96%

2021 FirstWord
Deadlines
February 16 for March issue
March 16 for April issue
April 20 for May issue
May 18 for June issue
June 15 for July issue
July 20 for August issue
August 17 for September issue
September 21 for October issue
October 19 for November issue
November 16 for December issue
December 14 for January 2022 issue

Dr. Thomas Currie (“Tom” to us at
FPC), retired PCUSA minister, has
been named Interim Executive Director of The Foundation for Reformed
Theology, a Charlotte, North Carolina-based organization well known
to pastors since 1982. Its purpose is
to strengthen pastors in their ministry of Reformed theology through
annual seminars that promote “Better Preaching, Better Teaching, Better Pastoral Care.”
Tom’s association with the foundation dates to the 1990s when he
was an active minister and attended
seminars of the organization. He has
been on the board for five years and
chairs the Program Committee,
which admits applicants to membership by invitation and determines
reading lists.
“We are a small operation but we
think we provide a vital service to
pastors, and also now to elders for
their work in proclaiming the gospel. We gather a seminar for elders
in Princeton in October if anyone is
interested,” he said.
Dr. John H. Leith, Presbyterian
minister, Calvin scholar, theologian
and professor at Union Seminary, established the foundation to provide
for the ongoing education of Presbyterian pastors in Reformed theology and carrying on the Reformed
tradition.
The foundation’s main program
for strengthening pastors consists of
the week-long study seminars each
year covering more than 30 topics—
from the Bible, the living God, Jesus
Christ, the Holy Spirit, election,
providence and revelation to the
creeds, preaching, prayer, worship,
Christian life and the hope for eternal life. The foundation provides
scholarships, room, board and travel
for these seminars.
“I taught my first seminar last
March, right before Covid hit,” Tom
said. “In fact, our seminar was the
last to meet in person—at Austin
Seminary, with pastors enrolled
from Georgia, North Carolina, Ari-

zona and Florida. The seminar concentrated on reading and discussing
several books by Dr. Leith. His bestknown book is Introduction to the Reformed Tradition. We also read his
books The Reformed Imperative, From
Generation to Generation and Basic Christian Doctrine as well as essays and sermons from Pilgrimage of a Presbyterian.
After the coronavirus pandemic
hit, Tom said five seminars met via
Zoom and two are slated to be held
in February over Zoom. He hopes
seminars in person can begin later
this year when they will include
reading from works of Karl Barth.
Dr. James C. Goodloe IV, at the
time pastor of Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Virginia, was named the foundation’s
first Executive Director in 2007. He

retired last fall and Tom agreed to
serve as interim for not more than a
year while a search for a new director is conducted.
Pastor Bobby was called to serve
the Richmond church in 2013. He
attended a seminar in 2015 led by Dr.
Goodloe at Union Presbyterian Seminary, discussing excerpts from
Calvin, Augustine and Barth.
In 2021 Tom will represent the
foundation to congregations and
pastors, support the seminars, raise
funds and reach out to other denominational agencies and seminaries to interpret the organization’s
work and invite their participation.
For more information about the
foundation, contact Tom to be added
to his email list. He also would be
willing to meet with anyone who
would like to talk about the foundation’s purpose and work.
—Marty Curtis

The Reformation Wall in Geneva, Switzerland, is in the grounds of the University of
Geneva, founded by John Calvin. The wall, 325 feet long and 30 feet high, portrays the
major figures of the Reformation in huge statues and bas-reliefs. At the center are these
four men: William Farel, John Calvin, Théodore de Bèze and John Knox. At their sides
are those who spread the Reformation throughout Europe. Engraved in the wall, the
motto of Geneva, “Post Tenebras Lux” (After Darkness, Light), is a core phrase of
Calvinist philosophy.
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SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY
2

3

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time
11:00am PW Board
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching 7:00pm FREDTalk
11:00am Livestream Worship

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:00pm ODTAP Meeting

9:00am Virtual Coffee w/ Pastor Bobby

7

9

10

31

1

Communion
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

14

8

10:30am
11:00am
6:45pm
7:30pm

THURSDAY
4

R o o t e d . R e f o r m e d . R e l e v a n t.

Committee Goals due to Pastor Bobby
Pastoral Care
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/ Pastor Bobby
Staff Meeting
Executive Committee
Committees

11

FEBRUARY
15

Transfiguration of the Lord
President’s Day
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching Church Office Closed
11:00am Livestream Worship

21
1st Sunday in Lent
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

28

17

16

10:30am
11:00am
4:30pm
7:00pm

Pastoral Care
Staff Meeting
Newsletter Deadline
Diaconate Meeting

Ash Wednesday
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/ Pastor Bobby
10:00am Martha Circle
10:00am Rachel Circle
11:00am Hannah-Ester Circle
6:30pm Ash Wednesday Livestream

22

23

24

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session Meeting

9:00am

1

2

3

10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:00pm ODTAP Meeting

9:00am

2nd Sunday in Lent
11:00am PW Board
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching 7:00pm FRED Talk
11:00am Livestream Worship

Virtual Coffee w/ Pastor Bobby

Virtual Coffee w/ Pastor Bobby

18

10:30am Virtual Senior
Seminar

25

4

NO FRIDAY OR SATURDAY EVENTS

Mo-Ranch gets Celtic cross for Chapel on the Hill

We can’t wait to see photos
like this taken of the new
Celtic cross.

FIRSTWORD

Last April, a storm brought high winds
that toppled the iconic cross at the Chapel
on the Hill at Mo-Ranch. The wooden
structure had stood as a marker for decades at the conference center.
The next month Mo-Ranch began a
campaign, #GivingTuesdayNow, to raise
funds for organizations hit hard by
COVID-19. Some of the funds donated

went toward constructing a new and sturdier cross to last for many years. The restoration effort to build and install a celtic
cross was led by Mike Musitano, quality
control manager for a structural steel fabricator company. He is the son-in-law of
David Evans, chairman of the Mo-Ranch
Board of Trustees and a good friend of
FPC’s.
The new Celtic cross of steel was installed at the chapel on November 20 and
will welcome us when we can return to
all-church retreats at Mo-Ranch. The new
cross stands 20 feet tall and five feet wide,
similar in size to the one that fell. It can
withstand 100 mile-per-hour winds.
From Mo-Ranch: “Chapel on the Hill is a
place of peace and restoration. It is a place for
renewal and hope. That is our wish for everyone in this new year! We hope you can come see
us in 2021 to continue the Mo tradition of visiting Chapel on the Hill! Thank you to all the
wonderful donors whose generous gifts made
this possible.”
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What’s inside ...

Words of Life in the Wilderness:
A Sermon Series on the Ten Commandments

Through March 21

The sermon series continues in February
as we navigate the wilderness of 2021. Pastor Bobby looks at the wilderness in scripture as a space of significant and vital formation. It was a place where the Israelites
first received the Ten Commandments:
words of God meant to give definition,
direction and life in a space of great ambiguity and uncertainty.

ASH
WEDNESDAY

Feb.17
SERVICE 6:30
p.m.

As we begin the Season of Lent
in prayer, penitence and reliance
on God’s grace, you are invited
to join us for a special service
of scripture and meditation.
This year's Ash Wednesday service will be
hosted on Zoom, much like the Blue
Christmas service in December. While
there will not be an imposition of ashes, each member will be sent a piece of
square burlap with an ash
cross. This will be incorporated into the service as we
remember that we are dust,
but in Christ's hands dust
lives. (Watch for the Zoom link in the weekly
church email.)

that you’ll want to read about:

14.
Beverly Dennis
hosts a painting
class on Zoom
on Thursays
in February.

12.
FPC Childcare
Coordinator
Meredith Rodgers
organizes, and the
Education
Building shows it.

3.
Talks are scheduled
on the first Monday
in February and
March. And every
first Monday!

FRED

Talks
11.

What podcasts does
Pastor Bobby routinely
listen to and enjoy?
You might be surprised
at his choices!

4.
FPC Kids’ Pizza
Party was held on
Zoom in January
and drew a big
audience!

