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Building suffers water damage February 17
As FPC members, like most Texans,
we were struggling with power out-
ages and water interruptions on Ash
Wednesday, February 17. And that
morning we learned the fire sprin-
kler system had been activated in por-
tions of the main church building,
blowing sprinkler heads out of their
water pipes and dumping up to two
inches of water in rooms and the
hallway behind Fellowship Hall and
the kitchen. Other hallways, Sunday
School rooms and several church
offices, as well as Fellowship Hall,
suffered water damage.

A visit to the church February 22
revealed the constant hum of mul-
tiple moisture-removing, dehumidi-
fying machines that had been placed
in the affected rooms—and a perva-
sive odor.

Mike Carson, Property Commit-
tee chair, learned the devastating
news in a call from the alarm moni-
toring service, which had been
alerted that a water flow alarm was
going off. Elder Robert Cravens
walked to the church and moved
some equipment and instruments
away from the water. He shot a video
that captured standing water in some
places, water flowing from outside
drain pipes, floating debris and
downed ceiling tiles and insulation.

In an email to elders that evening,
Pastor Bobby gave an update on the
situation. “There remains a lot of
unknowns about the damage we in-
curred, its implications and a time-
line for repairs. It’s difficult to see our
beloved property in this state. This
reality makes our challenging year all
the more difficult on a number of
levels. But for now, I cannot help but
hear God’s word in a fresh and ur-
gent way: ‘When you pass through

the waters, I will be with you.’ May
we continue to follow with courage,
compassion and wisdom as we lean
into this promise.”

Bobby added, “We don’t know
how this happened. The Property
Committee shut off the water in the
building the Friday before, as we
were warned about below-freezing
temperatures to come.”

Mike said the reason for the mal-
function is complicated, but the ex-
tremely low temperatures definitely
contributed to setting off the system.
Some sprinkler heads were blown
out of their pipes in the areas of the
building that had the most water. 

In some places there was little
standing water by the time Robert’s
video was taken, Bobby said, for ex-
ample, in parts of Fellowship Hall. It
appears that the newly remodeled
lobby and bathrooms may have es-
caped damage except for possible

(continued on page 12)
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I / We wish to donate  lily/ies @ $12 each, for a total cost of $

MARCHMARCHMARCHMARCHMARCH
SUNDAY

28
2nd Sunday in Lent
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

7
3rd Sunday in Lent
Communion
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

14
4th Sunday in Lent
DST Begins (Spring Forward)
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

21
5th Sunday in Lent
Dr. Ken Peters Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

28
Palm Sunday
One Great Hour of Sharing
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

MONDAY

1
11:00am PW Board
7:00pm FRED

8

15

22

29

TUESDAY

2
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:00pm ODTAP Meeting
6:30pm Elizabeth Circle

9
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:45pm Executive Comm
7:30pm Committee Meetings

16
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Diaconate

23
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session Meeting

30
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY

3
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

10
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

17
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor
10:00am Martha Circle
10:00am Rachel Circle
11:00am Hannah-Esther Circle

24
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

31
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

THURSDAY

4
7:00pm FPC Trivia Night
7:00pm Painting in a

Twist

11

18

25
7:00pm FPC vs. Hope

Pres Trivia Night

1
Maundy Thursday

FRIDAY

5

12

19

26

2
Good Friday—
Church Office
Closed

It’s time to order lilies for Easter

ORDER FORM FOR  EASTER LILIES

 I will pick up my plant(s).

 Please take my plant(s) to a homebound person or someone who is ill.

We will again decorate our worship space for Easter with lilies from Down Home Ranch.
A price increase has raised our cost to $12 per plant. Order and pay online at
www.fpcgeorgetown.org/give/ or use the tear-off form. Make checks payable to First
Presbyterian Church, and send the form and check to: 703 S. Church St., George-
town, TX 78626. Or you can drop it off at the church office on Wednesday from 8:30
a.m. - noon or Friday from 8:30 - 10 a.m. Deadline for orders: March 21.

Name(s)

 In honor of:

 In memory of:

Plants can be picked up after Easter. If you have a door code, please use it. Otherwise,
someone will be in the church office on Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. to noon and
Friday fom 8:30 to 10 a.m.

Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert

Pastor
703 S. Church Street

Georgetown, TX 78626

Phone: 512-863-3381

published monthly by

FIRSTWORD

Email:
churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org

 In celebration of:
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3 Jim & Ann Hindman
7 Tim Smith & Becky Hesson-Smith
9 Ryan & Courtney Queen
14 Charles & Cathy Shirley
19 Sid & Celeste Frost
27 Roger & Barbara Nelson
28 Jim & Elaine Caskey
29 John Dunleavy & Colleen

Forrester
31 Mark & Denise Ferguson

Sam & Helen Matthews

1 Selah Cessac
Dr. David Ramsey
Tim Smith
Laniece Thomas

2 Doug Kienitz
Susan Moreno

3 Inok Downing
4 Hudson Kennedy

Emily Kirkpatrick
Libbie Ragan
Jim Wilhite

6 Addison Kozak
7 Jonathan Leloux

Kelly Miller
Sherralyn St. Clair

8 Jennifer Gunn
Kim Peel
Roscoe Seaman

9 Ruth Henning
Nancy Stramler

10 Rita Snyder
Steve Wilson

12 Pressley Bedford
JoJo Hermann
Roy Tucker

14 Rusty Bristow
15 Sherry Beattie
16 Zachary Kirkpatrick
17 Juliet Lee

Marcia Ness
Sydney Sorenson

18 Robert Gowdy
Tricia Osborne
Sydney Tolbert

20 Joyce Joiner
Travis Walden

22 Jean Allison
Glen Kaiser

23 George Harwell
David Martin
Ethan Poe

24 Cade Basey
Sophie Bedford
Charles Dennis
Judy Hindelang
Kelly Ann Seaman
Jettie Sherrier

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church
ANNIVERSARIES

Among Our People

BIRTHDAYS

Words of Life in the Wilderness:
A Sermon Series on the Ten Commandments

Through March 21

M A R C H  W O R S H I P

(on YouTube at 11 a.m.)

March 7
Communion
3rd Sunday in Lent
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Exodus 20:2, 15; Luke 19:1-10

March 14
4th Sunday in Lent
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Exodus 20:2, 16; 1

Corinthians 13:6-7

March 21
5th Sunday in Lent
Dr. Ken Peters Preaching
Scripture: Exodus 20:2, 17; Mark 7:1-23

March 28
Palm Sunday
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Mark 11:1-11

Actual
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - January 2021

General Operating Fund

In the hospital last month: Ralph Gibson,
G-Ann Martin (surgery), Bob Lutz and
Shirley Galloway (surgery).

Our sympathy to:
 J.C. & Linda Johnson on the death of
Linda’s mother, Ellie Brady, January 26.
 The family of  Chuck (Ret. Lt.Gen. Charles
P.) Graham, who joined the Church Tri-
umphant February 11. He was a member
of FPC from 1999-2018, serving as elder
from 2001-03 and 2007-09. Private services
with full military honors will be held
March 9 at Fort Sam Houston National
Cemetery in San Antonio.
 Dustin & Sarah Hammit on the death
of Sarah's grandmother, Doris Umstattd,
February 13 in Austin. A private service
and interment are planned.
 Dennis & Terri Boroczk on the death of
Dennis’ mother, Ruth Boroczk, February
21 in Fishers, Indiana.

Congratulations to Chessa & Jeremy
Rizzotto on the birth of their son, Parker
Cole Rizzotto, February 16 in George-
town. Proud grandparents are Steve &
Teresa Wilson.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech.Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIn-
tosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col.
Mike Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st

Class Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos,
Larry & Helen Burk’s grandson; and
Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy
Hayes.

Income
 Pledges $95,053 $817,850 12%
 Other $8,921 $101,600  9%
 TOTAL $103,974 $919,450 11%
    
Expenses
 Validated Mission $8,362 $56,029 15%
 Local/Other Mission $0 $26,241  0%
 Ministry of the Word $11,167 $148,468  8%
 Program/Support Staff $34,015 $402,975  8%
 Christian Education $457 $37,950  1%
 Music and Worship $1,446 $21,100  7%
 Evangelism/Care $241 $13,365  2%
 Property $8,053 $100,100  8%
 Stewardship/Finance $1,328 $19,000  7%
  Other Oper Expenses $1,992 $79,395  3%
 Debt Retirement $8,129 $97,548  8%
 TOTAL $75,191 $1,002,171 8%

(continued on next page)
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of many singers and choir leaders. His
system fixed the problem of singers being
out of synch while trying to sing together
over Zoom.

In January, National Public Radio fea-
tured the car choir of a very active Cana-
dian choir ensemble, Lumnious Voices.
“Rehearsing and performing safely dur-
ing the pandemic has meant getting into
their cars, driving to an empty parking
lot and singing with each other’s voices
broadcast through their car radios,” NPR
said. Luminous Voices uses the system to
rehearse and has performed “car con-
certs.” An estimated 200 people attended a
December concert, all in their cars. The
audience gathered in a parking lot and
tuned in to the performance on their ra-
dios. Instead of clapping, they honked
horns.

The Today Show spotlighted Chorus
pro Musica in Boston. “Because singing
in groups can create a potential super-
spreader event amid the coronavirus epi-
demic,” said NBC’s Harry Smith, “choir
practice for the group was moved outside
with members singing in their cars. The
engineer who helped set it up posted how-
to videos so others could hack their way
to harmonic convergence.”

The Worcester
(Massachusetts)
Chorus members
hold a “driveway
choir” performance
in January of
Brahms’ Requiem.

Water damage in the Worship Center-Fellowship Hall from
the winter storm (clockwise from top left):
 A cart in the kitchen stands in a pool of water.
 The stained glass windows in the Fellowship Hall are reflected
in the water pooling in that room.
 The conference room, 101, has become a storage room for items
rescued from rooms with water damage.
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Flowers in Worship/
March

Sign up online
to provide flowers

Check out the virtual flower
calendar online to provide
flowers for worship in 2021!

There are a lot of Sundays
left to choose from, so get
your slot now by visiting
https://www.signup genius.
com/go9040948aba62da4fe3
-2021.

You can also indicate
online if you want your
arrangement to be re-gifted
for the church Flower
Ministry.

Once you are signed up,
contact either The Flower
Box or A Matter of Taste to
order your arrangement.

Be sure to give the florist
the date of Sunday worship.
Both florists have key code
access to our facilities.

Contact Christina Bonde-
sen if you have questions.

M A R C H
“What We Do with What We Have”

7 p.m. Monday, March 1
Speaker: Jessica Martone,

Area Agency on Aging (Capital Area)
Watch for the Zoom link

in the weekly email from church

A P R I L
“When You See Faces of Grief

in the Neighborhood”
7 p.m. Monday, April 5

Speaker: The Rev. Dr. Ann Hagmann,
Retired Minister and Hospice Chaplain

Watch for the Zoom link
in the weekly email from church

Ann’s talk will focus on the faces of grief
as a natural part of life, and she will touch
on loss by aging and death, the stages of
grief and grief wisdom. She will make time
for questions and asks participants to have
five pieces of paper and a pen on hand.

A native of Oklahoma, Ann attended
the University of Arkansas, taught high
school science then
worked in manage-
ment with AT&T be-
fore being called to
ministry at the age of
40. She received Mas-
ter of Divinity and
Doctor of Ministry de-
grees from Perkins
School of Theology.
After pastoring United Methodist
churches in Oklahoma for 10 years, she
moved to Georgetown in 1999 and went
to work as a chaplain with Hospice Aus-
tin. She also pursued her passion for spiri-
tuality through team development of
Wisdom at Work and RiverStone Retreat
Ministries.

Ann retired in 2015 after 16 ½ years as
chaplain but continued to work part time
for Hospice Austin until 2017. She is now

FRED
Talks

Faithfulness: Ready to
Explore and Discover

engaged with her church, First United
Methodist, and serves as local Emmaus
spiritual director and leader in the ecu-
menical Taizé Service of Wholeness. She is
the author of three books, including Abid-
ing Hope—Encouragement in the Shadow of
Death. Ann’s love for nature led her, when
able, to volunteer with All Things Wild
Rehabilitation in central Texas, where one
of her favorite memories is pottying and
feeding baby possums with the late Polly
Nelon of First Pres.

Joey & Amber Cessac joined by reaffir-
mation of faith. They live in Georgetown,
and Joey is an optometrist at Baylor Scott
& White. The couple’s daughters are:
Eden, 10; Noelle, 10; Selah, 8; Lovelyn,
6; and Marielle, 4. If you would like con-
tact information for the Cessacs, email
Christina Bondesen.

Welcome, NEW MEMBERS

26 Cliff Snyder
Ron Weaver

27 Tim Harris
Cathy Tucker

28 Frank Beam
Marilyn Mehaffey

29 Ron Becker
Terri Stubblefield

30 Dennie Decker
Helen Matthews

BIRTHDAYS
(continued from previous page)

Devotionals
Daily Lenten

www.fpcgeorgetown.org/lent-2021

Through April 4

7 Fred Hilgeman
17 Charles & Cathy Shirley
21 Bill & Lois Stanley
28 Ben & Donna Nichols
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while I simultaneously record 32
tracks of microphone audio to my
MacBook. Then I will mix the audio.

Tim Shantz conducts the Canadian choir Luminous Voices’ first car concert last fall.

An FM transmitter allows the
singer’s voice to be broadcast back
to his or her headphones, without
delay.

Church audio technician Ron
Weaver has been Philip’s “sounding
board” during the brainstorming,
proposal and prototype process.
Philip spent the first three weeks of
February assembling and configur-
ing the equipment. Ron will assist
with some of the live audio mixing
for the singers headphones from time
to time during the rehearsals.

The first car choir rehearsal was
planned for February 20, which hap-
pened to be Philip’s birthday. As it
was being planned, he said, “I
couldn’t ask for a better birthday
present than to get to conduct our
choirs and make music together
again.”

A crippling winter storm that
brought sleet, snow and ice to cen-
tral Texas in mid-February caused
Philip to postpone that rehearsal for
a week or two. “Since the car win-
dows have to be open slightly, it
would still be too cold,” he added.

The car choir would not replace
FPC’s virtual choir, ReSounding

Voices, he said, because seeing faces
of singers occasionally is important.

“However, that’s a completely dif-
ferent experience for the ensemble—
singing and recording videos alone.
Whereas the car choir approach,
though it involves a whole different
set of equipment, allows the ensemble
to sing and record together.”

After we return to the church
campus and singing in person, “we
will still do ReSounding Voices vid-
eos from time to time,” Philip said.

—Marty Curtis

Stay tuned for more about Car Choir at First Presbyterian, and watch

for Car Choir recordings in our future livestreamed worship services.

At the start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic at this time last year, rehears-
als of a choir in Washington state
were a super-spreader event, caus-
ing 53 of 122 singers to become sick
and two to die. That news brought
music for singers everywhere to a
screeching halt, especially choirs, as
churches cancelled worship and
singing in person.

As hard as that was, stopping
choir and congregational singing,
we saw how our church and others
adapted—going virtual with choir
rehearsals and prerecorded perfor-
mances of our choirs, ensembles and
individual solos shown during
livestreamed worship services.

Now, FPC is joining other
churches and choral groups in the
U.S. and Canada that are bringing
music back while we navigate
through the COVID-19 pandemic.

It’s called “car choir.”
Philip Smith, Director of Music

and Worship, asked the Worship
Committee to consider a proposal to
do “something rather unique”: have
the church choirs sing together
from inside their cars.

“Sounds strange, I know. This
is actually a thing for some choirs
now.  We all miss being together.
And even after we can gather in per-
son, we won’t be singing for a while
unless we do something like a car
choir.”

He proposed spending some
$5,000 to buy the equipment needed
for the choir: microphones, receiv-
ers, transmitters, cables and a mixer.
In January, both Worship and Ses-
sion approved the funding request,
with monies coming from the FPC
Music Ministry investment fund at
the Texas Presbyterian Foundation.

Since FPC doesn’t have a large
enough parking lot, Philip received
permission to use the Wellspring
United Methodist Church lot. Plans
call for choir members to drive there
and sing simultaneously in their cars
with Philip conducting. “Theoreti-
cally, we can meet, rehearse, and
record a video of singers in their cars

FPC singers will be rehearsing for a car choir

More about car choirs
An internet search of
“car choirs” reveals
many instances of car
or “driveway” choirs in

response to COVID-19.
The idea for car choir

originated in Virginia, where bari-
tone David Newman, a college mu-
sic professor, tried it out last spring,
using a few simple tools: micro-
phones, a mixer and an FM trans-
mitter. Word quickly spread from
Virginia to Canada to Boston to Or-
egon, and Newman’s YouTube
videos about the process involved in
car choir has caught the attention
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N

“Ice-pocalypse” and “corona-pocalypse”

FPC Families: During the
remaining Sundays in
Pastor Bobby’s Ten
Commandments sermon
series (through March 14),
you are invited to listen to
the sermon and create
whatever comes to mind: a
drawing, a poem, a Play-
doh sculpture, or really
anything! 

You are also invited to
share your Sermon Art with
the congregation. To share,
simply take a photo of it,
and submit it to Jaime
Cowan. Let her know which
commandment was being
preached on while you
created your sermon art.
Jaime will display your
photos in the pre-worship
slides on the following
Sunday morning.

So submit your photos by
March 14. And submit as
many photos of your
original art as you want,
even one for each sermon
left in the series.

F
P
C

Our FPC kids, their families and their leaders continue to meet
regularly through Zoom, and the online bitmoji Sunday School
classroom. In our Sunday School classroom we are now study-
ing a series called “Desert People,” focusing on people who have

had their lives shaped by God through time spent in the desert.
During our Zoom meetings this month, we’ll dive into the fun of spring

break and preparations for FPC Kids Sunday, which will take place on April 11. 
If your family is not currently participating in our regular FPC Kids gatherings but

would like to be part of our virtual, children-led worship service on April 11, please let
Stephanie know! Contact her if you have any questions about children’s education and
fellowship opportunities.

Hello, church family,
When Bobby chose the metaphor of wil-

derness to describe this season of sojourn-
ing and being unsettled, he couldn’t have
known the coming hardships that would
exacerbate the stress of the pandemic. He
certainly wouldn’t have foreseen the recent
cold snap that put us also in a tundra, meta-
phorically speaking. As temperatures
plummeted and power grids failed, it was
good to know our electricians and techni-
cians, our HEB truck drivers, our neigh-
bors and friends, and sometimes even pure
strangers would carry us through, and
that this would only be for a short time.
Perhaps that is how you have also felt, not
only in the recent “ice-pocalypse” but also
in the coronavirus pandemic generally. 

One thing is sure in my mind. I know
that this trying time will have an end and
that, in the meantime, I can ask God to
provide all I need during it. In the recent
“ice-pocalypse,” it encouraged me to know
that I was cared for by God, and some-
times that came through a text to check in
or an offer to grab some essentials from
the store. As Saturday night came around,
my apartment was still not totally back to
normal functioning when the power went
out again. I became even more determined
to make it to Sunday School the next
morning. Nothing speaks hope like see-
ing the people of God gather, amen? I
needed a good dose of that, so off to Sun-
day School I went. God met me power-
fully through the class and blessed me
through the people. 

If we’re looking at the big picture, we
know that, although it is longer than we

would like, this pandemic season is actu-
ally a pretty small part of the whole. I am
praying that the discomforts and scary mo-
ments of this season cause us to lean into
the goodness God gives, so we can fight
for hope. 

We can look at something like Lent and
think, “Great, now it’s the season of suf-
fering!” We would be right, but we might
miss the full picture if we stop there. Look-
ing at the bigger picture, we remember that
Lent is in spring and even the word "Lent"
means spring, which is a time for new life!
Through the greatest suffering has come
the greatest hope and newest life.  In a simi-
lar way, may we see beyond the shallow
vision that views this season as the
“corona-pocalypse” and lean into the ho-
liness and hope that God weaves through-
out every part of our journey. Perhaps
when we look at the big picture, and lean
in close, we’ll find this season has become
a “coronatide,” a holy marking of God’s
faithfulness and even holy surprises. 

That’s why I say: The Education land-
scape this month looks similar to last
month, but I hope you’ll stay posted on
all of our opportunities, whether familiar
or new. I hope you find some offerings to
plug into, and I hope you discover in those
places this month that God will meet you
in them, perhaps even surprise you
through them, both through the act of
gathering in defiant hope against the
“corona-pocalypses” and “ice-pocalypses,”
and through the relationships, old and
new, that will surprise you like gifts di-
rectly from God. 

We travel on together! —Stephanie

“Riffing on the Lindy Hop”
Sermon Art
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By newsletter print/post deadline—
A report from Philip Smith, Direc-
tor of Music and Worship, on dam-
age to the two musical instruments
and sound/hearing equipment in
Fellowship Hall:

Piano
(The day after the water event, elder Rob-
ert Cravens moved the piano to the lobby.
The next day professional piano movers
moved it to the conference room.)

An old crack in the soundboard
of our 1923 Steinway piano was re-
paired years ago before FPC owned
it and was fine before the water dam-
age, Philip said.

”But the extreme humidity of the
flowing and standing water in the
room for days caused the sound-
board to crack again. It is a thin piece
of delicate wood that spans the en-
tire piano inside and is part of what
gives the piano that ‘Steinway tone.’
Like a crack in a car windshield, the
crack could worsen if not repaired,
and it will eventually cause a buzz
in the sound so the tone won’t be
the same,” Philip added. He was to
ask a Steinway representative to do
an evaluation and give  us a recom-
mendation and quote on repairs.

Philip said, “Water damage to the
legs and body of the piano was
avoided since it was on a ‘spider
dolly’ with large wheels that kept it
above the water. The bench was sit-
ting in water and looks undamaged,
but will be evaluated, too.”

Organ
“The organ was sitting directly in
water for long hours,” Philip said.
On February 19, he disconnected the
organ, and he and Property Com-
mittee elder Ben Nichols lifted the or-
gan console up onto furniture dollies
where a fan could dry it out. It now
sits in a corner of The Gathering
Place. Philip reported that the organ
was inspected and tested on Febru-
ary 23, and no damage was discov-
ered. “That’s a good thing for sure.
I think the wooden wall that Mike
Carson built to go around it likely
diverted water away from it.”

Audio & Video (A/V) Equipment
“The sound booth itself will need to
be repaired,” he pointed out. “The
wood at the bottom of the sound
booth has significant damage.” 

Philip reported that the audio
and video equipment in the booth
apparently survived without dam-
age. ”No water came down from the
ceiling over the sound equipment.
But water flowed into the AV stor-
age closet behind the booth and
pooled a few inches on the floor
where there were two amplifiers.
One is an extra but the other is the
amplifier that goes to the “hearing
loop” system that we had installed
a few years ago.  The damage to that
is yet to be determined, but it is also
being evaluated.”

Hearing Loop
What is the hearing loop?  ”We have
a system that broadcasts a short-
range signal within Fellowship

The extent of damage to instruments and equipment
Hall, and the wires for it are entirely
in the floor,” Philip explained. “They
run all around the room under the
baseboards and the thresholds, and
they cross to make a big figure “8”
down the middle of the room. The
hearing loop system likely sustained
significant damage in the flooding.”

On February 20, Ron Weaver, Jeff
Pratt and Philip removed all equip-
ment from the sound booth to pro-
tect it from potential damage during
the restoration process. That even-
ing, Philip began setting up the
equipment to livestream from the
Sanctuary, finishing the setup the
next day.  ”It’s a blessing that we can
move equipment, reconfigure it and
function in our other worship space.
Not all churches have another wor-
ship space to shift to when faced with
challenges like this.”

—Marty Curtis

Looking out of place:
The organ sits on two

furniture dollies in a corner
of The Gathering Place,

while the Steinway
occupies a corner

of the Conference Room.
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Join this group over Zoom
at noon on Wednesdays in
March and connect deeper
with the Bible and your
faith as we study The
Rock, the Road, and the
Rabbi: Come to the Land
Where It All Began by
Kathie Lee Gifford. She
journeys with Messianic
Rabbi Jason Sobel through
Israel, studying the Bible in
its Hebrew context. Walk
with Kathie on a journey
through the spiritual
foundations of her faith:

 The Rock (Jesus Christ):
Hear directly from Kathie
about her life-changing and
ever-deepening connection
with Jesus, the lover of her
soul.

 The Road (Israel):
Explore dozens of ancient
landmarks and historical
sites from Israel, the
promised land of God’s
covenant.

 The Rabbi (God’s Word):
Go beyond a Sunday School
approach to the Bible by
digging into the original
languages and deeper
meanings of the Holy
Scriptures.

Contact Karen Rayburn
for the Zoom link.

SundaySundaySundaySundaySundaySchoolSchoolSchoolSchoolSchool

Homebuilders
“The God We Can Know”
Thru March 28
Karen Jones
This seven-week video series by Rob
Fuquay takes us to the Holy Land to see
the places where Jesus stood as he made
his “I am” declarations. Journey from the
Judean wilderness to the Galilean hills and
into the heart of Jerusalem.
Week 4, March 7: “I Am the Good Shep-

herd”—Knowing God’s Care
Week 5, March 14: “I Am the True Vine”—

Knowing God’s Power
Week 6, March 21: “I Am the Way, the Truth

and the Life”— Knowing God’s Way
Week 7, March 28: “I Am the Resurrection and

the Life”— Knowing God’s Possibilities
Homebuilders is a discussion-oriented

class for adults that covers topics in Chris-
tian living, scripture and church history.

Adult Elective
“Pilgrimage into the Last Third of Life”
Thru March 7
Rev. Harry Brown & Penny Leone, RN
Harry, retired pastor, and Penny, FPC Par-
ish Nurse, wrap up this class March 7 us-
ing resources such as discussion, scripture,
reflection and the book Pilgrimage into the
Last Third of Life, by Marie Thibault and
Richard L. Morgan.

O N   Z O O M

FPC

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
This Wednesday noon Bible
study continues its study of
the gospel of John. Contact
Ron Place to be added to the
participant list and receive
the Zoom link.

Ladies’ Lunch
Bible Study

Surveyors
 “1st and 2nd Thessalonians”
Thru March 7
Celeste Frost

 “Walk Worthy of Your Calling”
March 14 - April 2
Phil Smith

For the Zoom links to these classes, con-
tact Jaime Cowan or watch for them in
the weekly church email.

In partnership with FPC’s Missions Com-
mittee, I am thrilled to announce that our
Adult Elective from March 14 - May 2 will
be a missions-focused elective class! 

Please join us for a series of classes that
highlights several FPC-supported minis-
tries and gives us opportunity to deepen
our engagement with them. These classes
will include information, reflection and
dialogue. For each mission, we will be pre-
sented with opportunities to deepen our
engagement with that ministry as we hear
the speakers. Each mission will have a rep-
resentative here for at least one Sunday to
speak to us and to answer our questions.

Feel free to attend some or all of the
classes on the dates below. If you are look-
ing to learn more about local missions but
don’t feel drawn to a particular ministry,
you may choose to attend every Sunday.
If you think you might have a call to en-
gage personally with the mission of any
of these ministries, or just want to learn
more about one of them, feel free to come
for just those weeks. The schedule is as
follows:

NEW ELECTIVE CLASS ON MISSIONS

If you have questions or would like more
information, don’t hesitate to reach out to
either Dawn Bookert or me. —Stephanie

Crossroads
“Wired Word”
Patrick & Amanda Tolbert 
This class integrates faith and life. With
our minds and hearts steeped in scripture,
we pray our way through today’s head-
lines. In our curriculum, news pieces are
interspersed with reflection questions and
opportunity for dialogue and discernment.

“Walk Worthy of Your Calling”is a seven-
week interactive Bible study on the book of
Ephesians. Our focus will be on our identity,
the rich blessings that are ours “in Christ,”
and how that should influence the way we
live out our faith.

Other
Educational

Opportunities

March 14 & 21:
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and
Services (PCHAS)

April 11 & 18: Presbyterian Pan Ameri-
can School

March 28: Meals on Wheels

April 25 & May 2: Brookwood in
Georgetown (BiG)
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,

moisture in the walls and water under the
new floors.

Other Property Committe elders, Ben
Nichols and Glen Kaiser, are involved in
working to get the church ready for re-
pairs. Ben called several water damage res-
toration companies and was able to get a
Cedar Park company to be on site that
Saturday to begin drying out the build-
ing to prepare for repairs (mold removal
and other) to the floors and walls. Fans
and dehumidifiers have been humming
throughout the building. Water damage
restoration companies are very busy af-
ter the winter storm, and the one work-
ing at our church reportedly had 77 new
calls for help on the day it took our call.
“It makes us mindful that our whole state
needs continual prayer as the recovery
process is so significant,” Bobby said.

Also by that weekend, Keith Brainard,
Stewardship and Finance elder, worked
with Financial Secretary Sue Bell and Mike
Carson to start a claim with our insur-
ance company, Church Mutual, which
was received on February 22. Sue’s and
Kelly Ann Seaman’s offices were especially

Christina Bondesen,
Church Office Manager,
will be the lead coordi-

nator and contact
for the clean-up effort,

coordinating with staff,
volunteers, Mike Carson

and the Property
Committee to make sure
that everyone remains

on the same page,

Water damage
(continued from front page)

hard hit. Bobby also planned to contact
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to apply
for a $5,000 grant that would help toward
our insurance deductible.

The weekend following the event, some
staff members and volunteers converged
on the building and moved supplies and
other items out of the affected classrooms,
offices, the custodian’s office, storage room
and Fellowship Hall, Bobby said. Philp
Smith, Jeff Pratt and Ron Weaver moved
equipment from the sound booth in Fel-
lowship Hall to the Sanctuary, from where
we can livestream services. (See article on
next page.)

An adjustor from the insurance com-
pany was to be scheduled to come and sur-
vey the extent of the damage and give us
a dollar figure on what is covered, Mike
said. One of the biggest concerns is the
possibility that the floor and baseboards
in Fellowship Hall will have to be removed
and replaced. —Marty Curtis

—Pastor Bobby

‘‘

‘‘
Homebuilders’ classroom,Homebuilders’ classroom,Homebuilders’ classroom,Homebuilders’ classroom,Homebuilders’ classroom,
with items from thewith items from thewith items from thewith items from thewith items from the
Mission Sewing closet inMission Sewing closet inMission Sewing closet inMission Sewing closet inMission Sewing closet in
the middle of the room.the middle of the room.the middle of the room.the middle of the room.the middle of the room.

Above, a worker hauls
debris to a rented dumpster.

Right: Workers clean up
and remove baseboards

in the hallway off
The Gathering Place.

Baseboards removed
in The Gathering Place

Sue Bell’s office

See more photos on page 15.
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host, so I spent a few days brainstorming
and then bounced ideas off Chris
Crenshaw.”

The result of Eric’s and Chris’s brain-
storing for the January trivia night was
15 trivia questions spanning subjects from
physics to music to geography. Partici-
pants ranked the questions from 1-15
points depending on their confidence in
the answers. The person with the highest
total would win. The winner? On this
night: Theresa and Bill McKenna, shar-
ing a Zoom screen.

Y O U T H   M I N I S T R YKelly Ann Seaman
Youth Director

A very different Lent and Ash Wednesday in 2021

Do you know what significant event hap-
pened November 9, 1989? Or who the
most decorated Olympian is? Or which
of the seven wonders of the ancient world
is still standing? Or could you name the
Panama Canal as the most expensive con-
struction project ever that started in 1881
and was completed in 1914?

If you knew those answers and oth-
ers, you would have done well at the first
FPC Trivia Night on Zoom in January
hosted by Eric Seaman. The idea for the
night was conceived by Jaime Cowan and
Pastor Bobby, he said. “They asked me to

Trivia Night:
A challenge
from Hope
Pres, Austin

"Remember you are dust and to dust you
shall return." These words from Genesis
have echoed in my head these past few
days as this season of Lent weighs so
heavily on my heart. I remember our last
Ash Wednesday service together so fondly.
LOGOS kiddos were all squished together
in the front few rows, all of us together to
honor such a beautiful tradition. I vividly
remember corralling Roscoe, my middle
son, as he squirmed and giggled through
the beginning of the service. I recall ner-
vously shushing him, attempting to im-
press the weight of such an important and
sacred night on an eight year old with no
framework for what it means to "return
to dust."

The ashes for Ash Wednesday are made
from the palms we used the previous year
for Palm Sunday, arguably the most kid-
friendly service of our calendar year. In-
stead of shushing, we urge children to
wave palms and shout "HOSANNA!"
There is something so beautiful in this
origin for our Ash Wednesday ashes: such
boisterous joy mixed with solemnity.
Praise with Grief. Shouting with Silence.

Ash Wednesday this year was spent in
our home, and, of course, it was so very
different. We were battling anxiety and
frustration as we navigated rolling power
outages and cold. I confess, I couldn't even

find it within me to corral my family to-
gether to honor the day.

Maybe that's because this past year
has felt like a long season of Lent to me. I
have often felt exactly like Roscoe, squirmy
and impatient, unable to sit still for this
sacred waiting God has us doing. I don't
want to endure another "unprecedented"
event, Lord! I just want to get to our "Ho-
sanna" moment! Is that too much to ask?
Can't we just fast forward?

Last year, after all the squirming and
shushing, Roscoe did walk quietly up to
get his ashes. When we got back to our
seats, he smeared them across his forehead,
"Mom, can you see my dust?" He begged
to go up again, make sure Bobby really
laid the ashes on thick. He wanted to have
the most visible ashes in the church. At 8,
the reminder of his finitude was lost on
him, but the power of that Palm Sunday
"dust" was not.

"Remember you are dust and to dust
you shall return." My prayer is that God
lays this season on thick. My commitment
is to quietly sit still in my seat, my dis-
comfort, my fear, my complete lack of con-
trol, and let the weight of this season rest
on my forehead. Because I know deeply,
as Jan Richardson reminds, "What the
Holy One can do with dust." Trust beside
me: Hosanna is coming.

—Kelly Ann Seaman

Hope Presbyterian in
Austin saw social media
posts about our trivia
night in January and
has challenged us to a
friendly competition.

Another night of FPC
trivia at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 4, will be
two rounds: one for fun
and a second in which
the top six scorers will
advance to form FPC’s
team. That team will
compete against Hope
Pres’s team at 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 25, in
three rounds.

Competitors will be
together on Zoom, and
spectators can watch/
stream from YouTube.
Watch for more details.

Word is that the loser
will have to donate a
sum of money to a
mission designated by
the winning church.

First Trivia Night poses 15 questions for Zoom-ers

(contnued on page 8)

FPC: March 4

vs. Hope Pres:

March 25
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 Session talked about plans for a
renewed emphasis on fellowship
during and after family night
suppers, held on the first Wednesday
of the month (except July).
 St. Johns United Methodist invited
members to a concert of sacred music
by the Texas Wesleyan College choir.
 The newsletter resumed after a lull
(the previous one was January 14)
and it was decided that a goal would
be to produce a newsletter each
month, or more often when there
was cause.
 Deacons asked those who were in
a position to do so to contribute
toward reducing the principal for the
note on the manse.
 Flowers in worship for the month
were by Mrs. W.R. Stump, Miss Iva
Thomas, Mrs. Carl Liese and Mrs.
D.R. Walden. (As a sign of the times,
you will note that married women were
identified by their husband’s first name
instead of their own!)

From Pastor Bobby:
38 Virtual staff meetings
29 Virtual Coffees with Bobby
46 Virtual services of worship
62 Podcast episodes published

(about 21 hours of content)

Compassionate Care, from Penny
& Jenny:
1,560 Calls or visits to…
816 Individuals
750 Cards sent (estimated)
48 Staff meetings attended (11
in person)
32 Stephen Ministry meetings 

(including those of Leaders)
58 Rides given to doctor

appointments
248 Bouquets delivered for FPC

flower re-gifting ministry
(including poinsettias &
lilies)

Membership Numbers:
560 Active members
19 Gains (new members,

professions/reaffirmations)
17 Losses (3 transfers, 14 deaths)
6 Baptisms

Christian Education/Sunday School:
17 Birth - Kinder
27 Grades 1 - 5
12 Grades 6 - 8
18 Grades 9 - 12
11 Young Adults
142 Over  25
35 Teachers/Officers
262 Total

FPC Kids (Fall 2020) from
Stephanie

FPC YouTube Channel Subscribers—
87 As of March 22, 2020
271 As of February 2, 2021

Webpage Numbers—
(from the launch date of the new page:
August 7, 2020 - January 31, 2021)
25,412 Webpage views
7,187 Individual webpage views

at fpcgeorgetown.org/live
(worship service page)

5,482 Home page views

Number of times these pull-down
menus were accessed/ viewed—
842 “Staff & Leadership”
669 "About Us"
589 “Newsletter” (FirstWord)
481 “Online Giving”
369 “Sermons”
351 “Missions”

Podcasts:
3,477 Total downloads

From Jaime Cowan & Patrick
Tolbert:

5 Rounds of delivering boxes to...
11 Families with...
21 Kids
7 Virtual family Zooms
14 Bitmoji Sunday School lessons

for Meredith Rodgers
FPC Childcare Coordinator

Statistics from 2020—since we have been apart due to COVID-19:

Do you enjoy books—
perhaps even thousands of them?
If you’re interested in volunteer-
ing with the FPC Library, we
would like to talk with you! In
other words, if your dream is to
be like Belle in the Beast's castle
library, talk to Stephanie Mettler
about how to make your dream
come true. Some computer/or-
ganizational skills are preferred.

Mrs. Meredith and her family are
expecting a new addition in May!

To support the Rodgers family as
they welcome their precious baby
girl, we will accept donations of
baby wipes and diapers of various
sizes (Pampers Swadders are her
favorite.)

Get a temporary door access code by
contacting Jaime, Stephanie or Chris-
tina if you do not already have a per-
sonal code. Donations should be left
in Room 207 at the top of the stairs
behind the Sanctuary. Let us know if
you have any questions.

Bring donations of diapers
to church from 8:30 a.m. - noon

March 1 - 13

By the  N U M B E R S
Pastor Emeritus Mike Roberts liked to throw out
some “by the numbers” occasionally. We weren’t
suprised when Pastor Bobby gave a few numbers

during the annual congregational meeting.
Here are his numbers and some from other staff.
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One Great Hour of Sharing offering: March 28

M I S S I O N

Donate and “amplify” your giving by March 5

Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively
engage in the world around us, to com-
passionately serve the least among us
who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned
or poor. For more than 70 years, One
Great Hour of Sharing has provided Pres-
byterians a way to share God’s love with
our neighbors in need around the world.

The three programs supported by One
Great Hour of Sharing—Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian
Hunger Program. and Self-Development
of People—all work in different ways to
serve individuals and communities in
need. From initial disaster response to on-
going community development, their
work fits together to provide people with
safety, sustenance and hope.

FPC members gave $2,826.21 in 2020,
and we are challenged to increase our giv-
ing this year to meet the unique need re-
sulting from the COVID 19 pandemic
around the world and at our doorstep.

In this season of Lent, please prayer-
fully consider sharing your abundant
gifts with those who have the least among
us during our special offering on Palm
Sunday, March 28. —Dawn Bookert

Mission Committee

This month there is only one thing I want
to tell you about. It is all about a pro-
gram called Amplify. It
is designed to raise
money for various non-
profit organizations in
Central Texas. If you
make a donation of $5
or more, St. David’s
Foundation will match it. This is such an
easy way to make a real difference. What
you need to do is go to The Caring Place

Counting down to Central
Texas’ biggest community-
wide day of giving!

Make an early gift
NOW, before that day,
to count towards 2021
Amplify Austin Day!

The need to continue
giving to the nonprofit
community is even more
critical now during this
uncertain time.

web page (caringplacetx.org) and there
you will find step-by-step directions on

how to do it. It makes
a huge difference in
helping to fund the
work of The Caring
Place. The only catch is
that you have to do it
no later than March 5th

at 6 p.m. Why not give it a try? You can
do it right now. As always, thank you for
all you do. —Jenny Carswell

Mission Sewing
Thanks to:
Marlene Watts for several
crocheted hats & flannel
blankets
 Barbara Caudle for nu-
merous crocheted afghans
 Alison Harrison and
Lenice Smithwick for
stuffed animals with
blankets & books
 The anonymous donor of
a large & colorful stuffed
animal, plus a fabric rabbit
toy.

We are grateful for all
the volunteers who helped
"weather" the broken water
pipe crisis at church in
February.  Fortunately,
items on the floor in the
Mission Sewing closet had
been safely stored in plastic
tubs and were not dam-
aged. We hope for quick
repairs and recovery, for
both our church and our
community.

—Kathy Jones

Amplify AustinAmplify AustinAmplify AustinAmplify AustinAmplify Austin
March 4 - 5March 4 - 5March 4 - 5March 4 - 5March 4 - 5

Friends in Deed An FPC mission project helping
members with routine

home maintenance.
Call the church office

to schedule a visit from
one of the Friends in Deed.
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 Carala Carver urged women to at-
tend the Presbyterian Women’s
Spring Coffee, with speakers from the
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and
Services. Sue Poteete talked about her
visit to the newest home in Austin.
 Penny Leone educated the congre-
gation about shingles.
 Pastor Jeanie Stanley reported that
the San Gabriel Church Develop-
ment had received the final closing
documents for land on Williams
Drive, and donations helped with
the down-payment of $42,000.
 Phyllis Henderson reported that
the Handbell Choir attended the
Bells on the Prairie 2001 Festival in
Abilene.

LOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKING
BACKBACKBACKBACKBACK

throughthroughthroughthroughthrough     FirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWord

tives of church members serving in
Afghanistan or Iraq.
 Among new members welcomed
are Rusty and Kitty Bristow, who
joined by letter of transfer from
Andrews Presbyterian Church.
 Dr. Stephen Benold spoke on “New
Developments in CPR”at the Men’s
Christian Fellowship Dinner.

20 y20 y20 y20 y20 yearearearearears: Mars: Mars: Mars: Mars: March 200ch 200ch 200ch 200ch 20011111

 The Jubilee Campaign to raise
money for the building fund was
launched, with the focus to eliminate
debt on a construction loan and on
the Lyons propety.
Members were encouraged to wear
tartan plaid for a Scottish Night
Family Supper. The menu? Cocka-
leckie soup and Scottish bread.
 John & Phyllis McColly were con-
gratulated on the birth of their
granddaughter, Abigail Whitney
Byrd, in North Carolina.
 It was reported that members gave
$2,776 to the Christmas Joy Offering.
 Pastor Mike was to review the
book, Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis
at the Noon Book Review.
 Long-time church secretary Jan
Crumpton was given a two-month
extended leave so she and husband
Larry could visit family in Massa-
chusetts and see the sights along the
way.
 Joy Bedford reported on the 1st an-
nual Education Volunteers Banquet.
Marion Shell and Bill Stump Sr. led
the Bible Discovery Class in Sunday
School.
 The San Gabriel Fellowship was
invited to join LOGOS for a March
Wednesday night program.

30 y30 y30 y30 y30 yearearearearears: Mars: Mars: Mars: Mars: March 1ch 1ch 1ch 1ch 1999999999911111
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 A reception is held to welcome
members of the 2011 Confirmation
Class into membership: Cade Basey,
Rachel Bondesen, Shelby Brainard,
Robby Isenhour, Caitlin Knight, Tori
Schmalstieg, Dean Taylor, Rachel
Taylor, Tanner Walden and Jacob
Wenzel.
 Noah’s Ark Kids Day Out holds its
annual spaghetti dinner and silent
auction.
 Jerri Jones, on recommendation of
the search committee, is hired as Fi-
nancial Secretary.
 The Worship Committee reviews
the construction plan for a sound
booth in the back of the Worship
Center-Fellowship Hall.
 In Cross-Training Sunday School,
7th - 12th graders “shepherd” the
younger children to class after a
short lesson, singing and dancing.
 Tim Kubatzky facilitates an Adult
Elective Sunday School class on
“Spiritual Formation—Following
the Movements of the Spirit.”
 Stephen Ministers host Alisa De
Luna, Executive Director of CASA,
for a continuing education program.
 Children in LOGOS choirs rehearse
for the annual musical under Tricia
Osborne, “The Old Testament Fast
Forward.”
 The Caring Place’s Annual Soup
Supper is held at Saint Helen Catho-
lic Church.
 Penny Leone thanks Mike Carson
and Bob Jones for changing her of-
fice of 14 years into a welcoming and
comforting place after it had formerly
been used as a Sunday School room.
 Minta McIntosh is asked by the
Mission Committee to share her ex-
periences working for the past five
years with Cook Native American
Ministries in Tempe, Arizona, a
PC(USA) Racial Ethnic School.
  David Lee and Sarah thank every-
one for making the youth’s OneNow
Weekend a huge success after our
church is host for the event. 
 “Cookies for Soldiers” packages are
to be sent by Rachel Circle to rela-

 The Ministerial Alliance, South-
western and some service clubs
sponsored a CropWalk in downtown
Georgetown with the goal of rais-
ing $3,500.
 Robert Fortney filled in for Pastor
Mike as our pastor had surgery, in-
terrupting his Lenten Sermon Series.
 The Property Committee was ap-
proved to modify the entrance to the
north side of the church into the
Sunday School complex, to make it
handicap-accessible.
 Marilyn Mahaffey reported that
Meals on Wheels was delivering
meals to 29 homes, with eight
churches helping.
 Clerk of Session Marty Brown re-
ported that Johnnie & Lloyd Laas
visited session and were accepted
into active membership.
 A Building Committee was formed
to establish a building plan to meet
the needs of the church, with Stan
Kedzierski as chair.
 The Men’s Christian Fellowship
heard a speaker from the Shriners.
The men also were hosts for an Eas-
ter brunch.

 Nadine Tanner reported that Mis-
sion Sewing members could pick up
sample squares for Friendship Af-
ghans and pre-cut hospital gowns
in the Calvin Room.
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The difficulty ranged from fairly easy
to very hard. Many can remember that the
Berlin Wall fell on that date in 1989 and
that Michael Phelps has 23 gold, three sil-
ver and two bronze medals, making him
the most decorated of Olympians. The
Egyptian pyramid (of Giza) is the only one
of the seven wonders still standing.

Perhaps the hardest questions involved
astronomy and identifying the farthest
object visited by human spacecraft. The an-
swer: Arrokoth, nicknamed Ultima Thule.
It was discovered during a flyby in the
Kuiper Belt conducted by the NASA New
Horizons spacecraft. Its name is a Native
American term meaning “sky” in the
Powhatan/Algonquian language. The
object is four billion miles from earth.

Another not-so-easy question per-
tained to physics. Some may remember
what happened on September 10, 2008,
when the largest machine ever made, the
Large Hadron Collider (CERN) atom
smasher, was fired up on the Franco-Swiss
border. They may not remember that it
was an event spawning conspiracy theo-
ries alleging that the universe was funda-
mentally changed that day, noting the
appearance of black holes, tears at the fab-
ric of space, and the earth shrinking.

F E L L O W S H I P

PW circles contribute generously in 2020

Elizabeth Circle
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 2
Theresa McKenna
512-635-5152

Martha Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, March 17
Carol Siekmeier
512-863-8601

Rachel Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, March 17
Sandie Kienitz
512-868-2519

Hannah-Esther Circle
11 a.m. Wednesday, March 17
Marty Curtis
501-517-3503

March Circle
Meetings on Zoom

Zoom links to the four
meetings will be made
available through circle
leaders and will be in
the Friday church email
prior to the meeting.

Recordings of some of
the lessons are available
by request within a few
hours of the meetings.
Contact Beverly Jones if
you would like a record-
ing. 

Sarah-Ruth Circle
& Lydia Circle

Members are invited to attend
any of the four Zoom meetings

Happy Birthday!
Our Presbyterian Women’s Zoom Life

is turning ONE this month. We can be
glad for this way to fellowship, study and
do mission during the pandemic. Four
circles meet by Zoom, as well as some
small group gatherings, when safe, and
plenty of phone ministry.

Your generosity toward mission
causes has been glowing. PW at FPC has
given $3,015 in the last year to these lo-
cal, regional, national and international
recipients: the historic PW Birthday and
Thank Offerings, Su Casa de Esperanza,
Hope Alliance, Williamson County
Children's Advocacy Center and the FPC
Emergency Fund. Thank you!

Looking forward, the 2021-22 Horizons
Bible Study has been announced: “What
My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning
from the Women in Matthew’s Geneal-
ogy” (working title). It explores Matthew
Chapter 1. Matthew names Tamar, Rahab,
Ruth, Bathsheba and Mary for a reason.
How might Jesus have heard the stories
of his grandmothers? How do we? We can
learn more about this Bible study at an
upcoming event. Read on!

The PW of Mission Presbytery’s Spring
Gathering is April 9-11. By Zoom, of

course. PW of the Rio Grande Valley
churches have banded together as the "Val-
ley Chicas" to bring us multiple work-
shops, keynote speaker Sheri Dittman, a
fun time to let down our hair, plus two
awesome mission projects. If we were do-
ing this live at Mo-Ranch, each participant
would be paying a registration fee of $65
(in addition to housing, meals and travel).

The Valley Chicas are encouraging us
to donate to Su Casa de Esperanza and
Young Christian Latina Leaders. It is at
your own discretion to donate. Registra-
tion information will be available soon and
it will be shared generously!

Next Year at Mo-Ranch!
—Beverly Jones

First Trivia Night
(continued from page 6)
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March: National Nutrition Month

C O M P A S S I O N A T E   C A R E

Penny Leone
Parish Nurse

“Yeah, Penny, stop already!  I KNOW about
nutrition!”

My response? Of course, you do! But:
Do you know the newest info? Do you
know how to read a nutrition label? You
have read lots about nutrition, but what
about a nice succinct “to-do” list?

March is National Nutrition Month,
and week-by-week succinct points about
food and nutrition can be found on the
web page of the Academy of Nutrition and
Dietetics: https:/www.eat bright.org/food/
resources/national-nutrition-month.

Here are a few thought-provoking
questions (and answers):
 Are added sugars and natural sugars the
same? Sources of naturally occurring sug-
ars, such as fruit and milk, provide impor-
tant nutrients, like vitamins and miner-
als. Sugars that are added to foods and bev-
erages often contribute calories but lack
nutrients that are needed for good health.
 Should I stay away from carbohydrates?
There are three macronutrients that every
human body needs to function: protein,
fats and carbohydrates. So, no, do not
avoid carbohydrates because they are the
body’s main source of energy. Many nu-
tritious foods are sources of carbohydrates,
including fruits, vegetables and whole
grains. These foods provide vitamins, min-
erals and dietary fiber that can positively
affect our health. Some carbs—like candy,
cakes, sweetened drinks and alcohol—are

not nutritious as they only add calories.
Those are the ones you want to limit.
What about processed foods? There are
different types of processed foods—some
are only minimally processed, such as baby
carrots or bagged spinach. Others are
highly processed, like pre-made meals, fro-
zen side dishes and other convenience-type
foods. Compare labels to find healthier
options when purchasing these types of
foods.

And that leads me to next month’s First
Word topic:  Understanding labels and
what to look for.

National Nutrition Month® is an
annual campaign created by the

Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics.
During the month of March,

everyone is invited to learn about
making informed food choices and

developing healthful eating and
physical activity habits.

Food safety after
a natural disaster
(or winter storm)
—from eatright.org

Good emergency prepared-
ness includes having a plan.
This may mean stocking up
fresh water, shelf-stable
foods, batteries, flashlights,
phone charger packs and
other supplies, but it also
means keeping health
documentation, current
medications and other
necessities handy in the event
of an evacuation.

After a disaster, people
need to assess all food and
food preparation areas and
equipment to decide what to
keep or throw away. Power
outages may be among the
most common results of a
natural event, whether it be
a hurricane, flood, earth-
quake, winter storm, wildfire
or other disaster. Other
events, especially if accom-
panied by flooding, can
contaminate the public water
supply, making water in the
affected area unsafe to
drink. Local announcements
should provide updated
information on the water
supply.

For information on what
to do about food you have
had in your fridge after a
power outage, go to
eatright.org/homefoodsafety.

Virtual senior webinar: Tips on selling your home

“Getting the Most out of Selling Your Home” is the topic of the
Seniors Living Smarter webinar on Thursday, March 18, from
10 to 11:30 a.m. Many have attended these free seminars monthly
about living smart as a senior. This month you will get tips on
receiving top dollar on the sale of your home.  Call Virginia
Lazenby at 512-818-0988 to register for this free virtual webinar.
Virginia formed the Seniors Living Smarter team to help senior
adult home owners transition to their new day—whether a se-

nior is moving to a 55+ active adult community with home ownership or selling a home
to move to independent or assisted living, the team wants to reduce the stress and
remove the hassle.
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The difficulty ranged from fairly easy
to very hard. Many can remember that the
Berlin Wall fell on that date in 1989 and
that Michael Phelps has 23 gold, three sil-
ver and two bronze medals, making him
the most decorated of Olympians. The
Egyptian pyramid (of Giza) is the only one
of the seven wonders still standing.

Perhaps the hardest questions involved
astronomy and identifying the farthest
object visited by human spacecraft. The an-
swer: Arrokoth, nicknamed Ultima Thule.
It was discovered during a flyby in the
Kuiper Belt conducted by the NASA New
Horizons spacecraft. Its name is a Native
American term meaning “sky” in the
Powhatan/Algonquian language. The
object is four billion miles from earth.

Another not-so-easy question per-
tained to physics. Some may remember
what happened on September 10, 2008,
when the largest machine ever made, the
Large Hadron Collider (CERN) atom
smasher, was fired up on the Franco-Swiss
border. They may not remember that it
was an event spawning conspiracy theo-
ries alleging that the universe was funda-
mentally changed that day, noting the
appearance of black holes, tears at the fab-
ric of space, and the earth shrinking.

F E L L O W S H I P

PW circles contribute generously in 2020

Elizabeth Circle
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, March 2
Theresa McKenna
512-635-5152

Martha Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, March 17
Carol Siekmeier
512-863-8601

Rachel Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, March 17
Sandie Kienitz
512-868-2519

Hannah-Esther Circle
11 a.m. Wednesday, March 17
Marty Curtis
501-517-3503

March Circle
Meetings on Zoom

Zoom links to the four
meetings will be made
available through circle
leaders and will be in
the Friday church email
prior to the meeting.

Recordings of some of
the lessons are available
by request within a few
hours of the meetings.
Contact Beverly Jones if
you would like a record-
ing. 

Sarah-Ruth Circle
& Lydia Circle

Members are invited to attend
any of the four Zoom meetings

Happy Birthday!
Our Presbyterian Women’s Zoom Life

is turning ONE this month. We can be
glad for this way to fellowship, study and
do mission during the pandemic. Four
circles meet by Zoom, as well as some
small group gatherings, when safe, and
plenty of phone ministry.

Your generosity toward mission
causes has been glowing. PW at FPC has
given $3,015 in the last year to these lo-
cal, regional, national and international
recipients: the historic PW Birthday and
Thank Offerings, Su Casa de Esperanza,
Hope Alliance, Williamson County
Children's Advocacy Center and the FPC
Emergency Fund. Thank you!

Looking forward, the 2021-22 Horizons
Bible Study has been announced: “What
My Grandmothers Taught Me: Learning
from the Women in Matthew’s Geneal-
ogy” (working title). It explores Matthew
Chapter 1. Matthew names Tamar, Rahab,
Ruth, Bathsheba and Mary for a reason.
How might Jesus have heard the stories
of his grandmothers? How do we? We can
learn more about this Bible study at an
upcoming event. Read on!

The PW of Mission Presbytery’s Spring
Gathering is April 9-11. By Zoom, of

course. PW of the Rio Grande Valley
churches have banded together as the "Val-
ley Chicas" to bring us multiple work-
shops, keynote speaker Sheri Dittman, a
fun time to let down our hair, plus two
awesome mission projects. If we were do-
ing this live at Mo-Ranch, each participant
would be paying a registration fee of $65
(in addition to housing, meals and travel).

The Valley Chicas are encouraging us
to donate to Su Casa de Esperanza and
Young Christian Latina Leaders. It is at
your own discretion to donate. Registra-
tion information will be available soon and
it will be shared generously!

Next Year at Mo-Ranch!
—Beverly Jones

First Trivia Night
(continued from page 6)
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March: National Nutrition Month

C O M P A S S I O N A T E   C A R E

Penny Leone
Parish Nurse

“Yeah, Penny, stop already!  I KNOW about
nutrition!”

My response? Of course, you do! But:
Do you know the newest info? Do you
know how to read a nutrition label? You
have read lots about nutrition, but what
about a nice succinct “to-do” list?

March is National Nutrition Month,
and week-by-week succinct points about
food and nutrition can be found on the
web page of the Academy of Nutrition and
Dietetics: https:/www.eat bright.org/food/
resources/national-nutrition-month.

Here are a few thought-provoking
questions (and answers):
 Are added sugars and natural sugars the
same? Sources of naturally occurring sug-
ars, such as fruit and milk, provide impor-
tant nutrients, like vitamins and miner-
als. Sugars that are added to foods and bev-
erages often contribute calories but lack
nutrients that are needed for good health.
 Should I stay away from carbohydrates?
There are three macronutrients that every
human body needs to function: protein,
fats and carbohydrates. So, no, do not
avoid carbohydrates because they are the
body’s main source of energy. Many nu-
tritious foods are sources of carbohydrates,
including fruits, vegetables and whole
grains. These foods provide vitamins, min-
erals and dietary fiber that can positively
affect our health. Some carbs—like candy,
cakes, sweetened drinks and alcohol—are

not nutritious as they only add calories.
Those are the ones you want to limit.
What about processed foods? There are
different types of processed foods—some
are only minimally processed, such as baby
carrots or bagged spinach. Others are
highly processed, like pre-made meals, fro-
zen side dishes and other convenience-type
foods. Compare labels to find healthier
options when purchasing these types of
foods.

And that leads me to next month’s First
Word topic:  Understanding labels and
what to look for.

National Nutrition Month® is an
annual campaign created by the

Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics.
During the month of March,

everyone is invited to learn about
making informed food choices and

developing healthful eating and
physical activity habits.

Food safety after
a natural disaster
(or winter storm)
—from eatright.org

Good emergency prepared-
ness includes having a plan.
This may mean stocking up
fresh water, shelf-stable
foods, batteries, flashlights,
phone charger packs and
other supplies, but it also
means keeping health
documentation, current
medications and other
necessities handy in the event
of an evacuation.

After a disaster, people
need to assess all food and
food preparation areas and
equipment to decide what to
keep or throw away. Power
outages may be among the
most common results of a
natural event, whether it be
a hurricane, flood, earth-
quake, winter storm, wildfire
or other disaster. Other
events, especially if accom-
panied by flooding, can
contaminate the public water
supply, making water in the
affected area unsafe to
drink. Local announcements
should provide updated
information on the water
supply.

For information on what
to do about food you have
had in your fridge after a
power outage, go to
eatright.org/homefoodsafety.

Virtual senior webinar: Tips on selling your home

“Getting the Most out of Selling Your Home” is the topic of the
Seniors Living Smarter webinar on Thursday, March 18, from
10 to 11:30 a.m. Many have attended these free seminars monthly
about living smart as a senior. This month you will get tips on
receiving top dollar on the sale of your home.  Call Virginia
Lazenby at 512-818-0988 to register for this free virtual webinar.
Virginia formed the Seniors Living Smarter team to help senior
adult home owners transition to their new day—whether a se-

nior is moving to a 55+ active adult community with home ownership or selling a home
to move to independent or assisted living, the team wants to reduce the stress and
remove the hassle.
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One Great Hour of Sharing offering: March 28

M I S S I O N

Donate and “amplify” your giving by March 5

Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively
engage in the world around us, to com-
passionately serve the least among us
who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned
or poor. For more than 70 years, One
Great Hour of Sharing has provided Pres-
byterians a way to share God’s love with
our neighbors in need around the world.

The three programs supported by One
Great Hour of Sharing—Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian
Hunger Program. and Self-Development
of People—all work in different ways to
serve individuals and communities in
need. From initial disaster response to on-
going community development, their
work fits together to provide people with
safety, sustenance and hope.

FPC members gave $2,826.21 in 2020,
and we are challenged to increase our giv-
ing this year to meet the unique need re-
sulting from the COVID 19 pandemic
around the world and at our doorstep.

In this season of Lent, please prayer-
fully consider sharing your abundant
gifts with those who have the least among
us during our special offering on Palm
Sunday, March 28. —Dawn Bookert

Mission Committee

This month there is only one thing I want
to tell you about. It is all about a pro-
gram called Amplify. It
is designed to raise
money for various non-
profit organizations in
Central Texas. If you
make a donation of $5
or more, St. David’s
Foundation will match it. This is such an
easy way to make a real difference. What
you need to do is go to The Caring Place

Counting down to Central
Texas’ biggest community-
wide day of giving!

Make an early gift
NOW, before that day,
to count towards 2021
Amplify Austin Day!

The need to continue
giving to the nonprofit
community is even more
critical now during this
uncertain time.

web page (caringplacetx.org) and there
you will find step-by-step directions on

how to do it. It makes
a huge difference in
helping to fund the
work of The Caring
Place. The only catch is
that you have to do it
no later than March 5th

at 6 p.m. Why not give it a try? You can
do it right now. As always, thank you for
all you do. —Jenny Carswell

Mission Sewing
Thanks to:
Marlene Watts for several
crocheted hats & flannel
blankets
 Barbara Caudle for nu-
merous crocheted afghans
 Alison Harrison and
Lenice Smithwick for
stuffed animals with
blankets & books
 The anonymous donor of
a large & colorful stuffed
animal, plus a fabric rabbit
toy.

We are grateful for all
the volunteers who helped
"weather" the broken water
pipe crisis at church in
February.  Fortunately,
items on the floor in the
Mission Sewing closet had
been safely stored in plastic
tubs and were not dam-
aged. We hope for quick
repairs and recovery, for
both our church and our
community.

—Kathy Jones

Amplify AustinAmplify AustinAmplify AustinAmplify AustinAmplify Austin
March 4 - 5March 4 - 5March 4 - 5March 4 - 5March 4 - 5

Friends in Deed An FPC mission project helping
members with routine

home maintenance.
Call the church office

to schedule a visit from
one of the Friends in Deed.
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 Carala Carver urged women to at-
tend the Presbyterian Women’s
Spring Coffee, with speakers from the
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and
Services. Sue Poteete talked about her
visit to the newest home in Austin.
 Penny Leone educated the congre-
gation about shingles.
 Pastor Jeanie Stanley reported that
the San Gabriel Church Develop-
ment had received the final closing
documents for land on Williams
Drive, and donations helped with
the down-payment of $42,000.
 Phyllis Henderson reported that
the Handbell Choir attended the
Bells on the Prairie 2001 Festival in
Abilene.

LOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKING
BACKBACKBACKBACKBACK

throughthroughthroughthroughthrough     FirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWord

tives of church members serving in
Afghanistan or Iraq.
 Among new members welcomed
are Rusty and Kitty Bristow, who
joined by letter of transfer from
Andrews Presbyterian Church.
 Dr. Stephen Benold spoke on “New
Developments in CPR”at the Men’s
Christian Fellowship Dinner.

20 y20 y20 y20 y20 yearearearearears: Mars: Mars: Mars: Mars: March 200ch 200ch 200ch 200ch 20011111

 The Jubilee Campaign to raise
money for the building fund was
launched, with the focus to eliminate
debt on a construction loan and on
the Lyons propety.
Members were encouraged to wear
tartan plaid for a Scottish Night
Family Supper. The menu? Cocka-
leckie soup and Scottish bread.
 John & Phyllis McColly were con-
gratulated on the birth of their
granddaughter, Abigail Whitney
Byrd, in North Carolina.
 It was reported that members gave
$2,776 to the Christmas Joy Offering.
 Pastor Mike was to review the
book, Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis
at the Noon Book Review.
 Long-time church secretary Jan
Crumpton was given a two-month
extended leave so she and husband
Larry could visit family in Massa-
chusetts and see the sights along the
way.
 Joy Bedford reported on the 1st an-
nual Education Volunteers Banquet.
Marion Shell and Bill Stump Sr. led
the Bible Discovery Class in Sunday
School.
 The San Gabriel Fellowship was
invited to join LOGOS for a March
Wednesday night program.

30 y30 y30 y30 y30 yearearearearears: Mars: Mars: Mars: Mars: March 1ch 1ch 1ch 1ch 1999999999911111

111110 y0 y0 y0 y0 yearearearearears: Mars: Mars: Mars: Mars: March 20ch 20ch 20ch 20ch 201111111111

 A reception is held to welcome
members of the 2011 Confirmation
Class into membership: Cade Basey,
Rachel Bondesen, Shelby Brainard,
Robby Isenhour, Caitlin Knight, Tori
Schmalstieg, Dean Taylor, Rachel
Taylor, Tanner Walden and Jacob
Wenzel.
 Noah’s Ark Kids Day Out holds its
annual spaghetti dinner and silent
auction.
 Jerri Jones, on recommendation of
the search committee, is hired as Fi-
nancial Secretary.
 The Worship Committee reviews
the construction plan for a sound
booth in the back of the Worship
Center-Fellowship Hall.
 In Cross-Training Sunday School,
7th - 12th graders “shepherd” the
younger children to class after a
short lesson, singing and dancing.
 Tim Kubatzky facilitates an Adult
Elective Sunday School class on
“Spiritual Formation—Following
the Movements of the Spirit.”
 Stephen Ministers host Alisa De
Luna, Executive Director of CASA,
for a continuing education program.
 Children in LOGOS choirs rehearse
for the annual musical under Tricia
Osborne, “The Old Testament Fast
Forward.”
 The Caring Place’s Annual Soup
Supper is held at Saint Helen Catho-
lic Church.
 Penny Leone thanks Mike Carson
and Bob Jones for changing her of-
fice of 14 years into a welcoming and
comforting place after it had formerly
been used as a Sunday School room.
 Minta McIntosh is asked by the
Mission Committee to share her ex-
periences working for the past five
years with Cook Native American
Ministries in Tempe, Arizona, a
PC(USA) Racial Ethnic School.
  David Lee and Sarah thank every-
one for making the youth’s OneNow
Weekend a huge success after our
church is host for the event. 
 “Cookies for Soldiers” packages are
to be sent by Rachel Circle to rela-

 The Ministerial Alliance, South-
western and some service clubs
sponsored a CropWalk in downtown
Georgetown with the goal of rais-
ing $3,500.
 Robert Fortney filled in for Pastor
Mike as our pastor had surgery, in-
terrupting his Lenten Sermon Series.
 The Property Committee was ap-
proved to modify the entrance to the
north side of the church into the
Sunday School complex, to make it
handicap-accessible.
 Marilyn Mahaffey reported that
Meals on Wheels was delivering
meals to 29 homes, with eight
churches helping.
 Clerk of Session Marty Brown re-
ported that Johnnie & Lloyd Laas
visited session and were accepted
into active membership.
 A Building Committee was formed
to establish a building plan to meet
the needs of the church, with Stan
Kedzierski as chair.
 The Men’s Christian Fellowship
heard a speaker from the Shriners.
The men also were hosts for an Eas-
ter brunch.

 Nadine Tanner reported that Mis-
sion Sewing members could pick up
sample squares for Friendship Af-
ghans and pre-cut hospital gowns
in the Calvin Room.
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host, so I spent a few days brainstorming
and then bounced ideas off Chris
Crenshaw.”

The result of Eric’s and Chris’s brain-
storing for the January trivia night was
15 trivia questions spanning subjects from
physics to music to geography. Partici-
pants ranked the questions from 1-15
points depending on their confidence in
the answers. The person with the highest
total would win. The winner? On this
night: Theresa and Bill McKenna, shar-
ing a Zoom screen.

Y O U T H   M I N I S T R YKelly Ann Seaman
Youth Director

A very different Lent and Ash Wednesday in 2021

Do you know what significant event hap-
pened November 9, 1989? Or who the
most decorated Olympian is? Or which
of the seven wonders of the ancient world
is still standing? Or could you name the
Panama Canal as the most expensive con-
struction project ever that started in 1881
and was completed in 1914?

If you knew those answers and oth-
ers, you would have done well at the first
FPC Trivia Night on Zoom in January
hosted by Eric Seaman. The idea for the
night was conceived by Jaime Cowan and
Pastor Bobby, he said. “They asked me to

Trivia Night:
A challenge
from Hope
Pres, Austin

"Remember you are dust and to dust you
shall return." These words from Genesis
have echoed in my head these past few
days as this season of Lent weighs so
heavily on my heart. I remember our last
Ash Wednesday service together so fondly.
LOGOS kiddos were all squished together
in the front few rows, all of us together to
honor such a beautiful tradition. I vividly
remember corralling Roscoe, my middle
son, as he squirmed and giggled through
the beginning of the service. I recall ner-
vously shushing him, attempting to im-
press the weight of such an important and
sacred night on an eight year old with no
framework for what it means to "return
to dust."

The ashes for Ash Wednesday are made
from the palms we used the previous year
for Palm Sunday, arguably the most kid-
friendly service of our calendar year. In-
stead of shushing, we urge children to
wave palms and shout "HOSANNA!"
There is something so beautiful in this
origin for our Ash Wednesday ashes: such
boisterous joy mixed with solemnity.
Praise with Grief. Shouting with Silence.

Ash Wednesday this year was spent in
our home, and, of course, it was so very
different. We were battling anxiety and
frustration as we navigated rolling power
outages and cold. I confess, I couldn't even

find it within me to corral my family to-
gether to honor the day.

Maybe that's because this past year
has felt like a long season of Lent to me. I
have often felt exactly like Roscoe, squirmy
and impatient, unable to sit still for this
sacred waiting God has us doing. I don't
want to endure another "unprecedented"
event, Lord! I just want to get to our "Ho-
sanna" moment! Is that too much to ask?
Can't we just fast forward?

Last year, after all the squirming and
shushing, Roscoe did walk quietly up to
get his ashes. When we got back to our
seats, he smeared them across his forehead,
"Mom, can you see my dust?" He begged
to go up again, make sure Bobby really
laid the ashes on thick. He wanted to have
the most visible ashes in the church. At 8,
the reminder of his finitude was lost on
him, but the power of that Palm Sunday
"dust" was not.

"Remember you are dust and to dust
you shall return." My prayer is that God
lays this season on thick. My commitment
is to quietly sit still in my seat, my dis-
comfort, my fear, my complete lack of con-
trol, and let the weight of this season rest
on my forehead. Because I know deeply,
as Jan Richardson reminds, "What the
Holy One can do with dust." Trust beside
me: Hosanna is coming.

—Kelly Ann Seaman

Hope Presbyterian in
Austin saw social media
posts about our trivia
night in January and
has challenged us to a
friendly competition.

Another night of FPC
trivia at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, March 4, will be
two rounds: one for fun
and a second in which
the top six scorers will
advance to form FPC’s
team. That team will
compete against Hope
Pres’s team at 7 p.m.
Thursday, March 25, in
three rounds.

Competitors will be
together on Zoom, and
spectators can watch/
stream from YouTube.
Watch for more details.

Word is that the loser
will have to donate a
sum of money to a
mission designated by
the winning church.

First Trivia Night poses 15 questions for Zoom-ers

(contnued on page 8)

FPC: March 4

vs. Hope Pres:

March 25
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 Session talked about plans for a
renewed emphasis on fellowship
during and after family night
suppers, held on the first Wednesday
of the month (except July).
 St. Johns United Methodist invited
members to a concert of sacred music
by the Texas Wesleyan College choir.
 The newsletter resumed after a lull
(the previous one was January 14)
and it was decided that a goal would
be to produce a newsletter each
month, or more often when there
was cause.
 Deacons asked those who were in
a position to do so to contribute
toward reducing the principal for the
note on the manse.
 Flowers in worship for the month
were by Mrs. W.R. Stump, Miss Iva
Thomas, Mrs. Carl Liese and Mrs.
D.R. Walden. (As a sign of the times,
you will note that married women were
identified by their husband’s first name
instead of their own!)

From Pastor Bobby:
38 Virtual staff meetings
29 Virtual Coffees with Bobby
46 Virtual services of worship
62 Podcast episodes published

(about 21 hours of content)

Compassionate Care, from Penny
& Jenny:
1,560 Calls or visits to…
816 Individuals
750 Cards sent (estimated)
48 Staff meetings attended (11
in person)
32 Stephen Ministry meetings 

(including those of Leaders)
58 Rides given to doctor

appointments
248 Bouquets delivered for FPC

flower re-gifting ministry
(including poinsettias &
lilies)

Membership Numbers:
560 Active members
19 Gains (new members,

professions/reaffirmations)
17 Losses (3 transfers, 14 deaths)
6 Baptisms

Christian Education/Sunday School:
17 Birth - Kinder
27 Grades 1 - 5
12 Grades 6 - 8
18 Grades 9 - 12
11 Young Adults
142 Over  25
35 Teachers/Officers
262 Total

FPC Kids (Fall 2020) from
Stephanie

FPC YouTube Channel Subscribers—
87 As of March 22, 2020
271 As of February 2, 2021

Webpage Numbers—
(from the launch date of the new page:
August 7, 2020 - January 31, 2021)
25,412 Webpage views
7,187 Individual webpage views

at fpcgeorgetown.org/live
(worship service page)

5,482 Home page views

Number of times these pull-down
menus were accessed/ viewed—
842 “Staff & Leadership”
669 "About Us"
589 “Newsletter” (FirstWord)
481 “Online Giving”
369 “Sermons”
351 “Missions”

Podcasts:
3,477 Total downloads

From Jaime Cowan & Patrick
Tolbert:

5 Rounds of delivering boxes to...
11 Families with...
21 Kids
7 Virtual family Zooms
14 Bitmoji Sunday School lessons

for Meredith Rodgers
FPC Childcare Coordinator

Statistics from 2020—since we have been apart due to COVID-19:

Do you enjoy books—
perhaps even thousands of them?
If you’re interested in volunteer-
ing with the FPC Library, we
would like to talk with you! In
other words, if your dream is to
be like Belle in the Beast's castle
library, talk to Stephanie Mettler
about how to make your dream
come true. Some computer/or-
ganizational skills are preferred.

Mrs. Meredith and her family are
expecting a new addition in May!

To support the Rodgers family as
they welcome their precious baby
girl, we will accept donations of
baby wipes and diapers of various
sizes (Pampers Swadders are her
favorite.)

Get a temporary door access code by
contacting Jaime, Stephanie or Chris-
tina if you do not already have a per-
sonal code. Donations should be left
in Room 207 at the top of the stairs
behind the Sanctuary. Let us know if
you have any questions.

Bring donations of diapers
to church from 8:30 a.m. - noon

March 1 - 13

By the  N U M B E R S
Pastor Emeritus Mike Roberts liked to throw out
some “by the numbers” occasionally. We weren’t
suprised when Pastor Bobby gave a few numbers

during the annual congregational meeting.
Here are his numbers and some from other staff.
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Join this group over Zoom
at noon on Wednesdays in
March and connect deeper
with the Bible and your
faith as we study The
Rock, the Road, and the
Rabbi: Come to the Land
Where It All Began by
Kathie Lee Gifford. She
journeys with Messianic
Rabbi Jason Sobel through
Israel, studying the Bible in
its Hebrew context. Walk
with Kathie on a journey
through the spiritual
foundations of her faith:

 The Rock (Jesus Christ):
Hear directly from Kathie
about her life-changing and
ever-deepening connection
with Jesus, the lover of her
soul.

 The Road (Israel):
Explore dozens of ancient
landmarks and historical
sites from Israel, the
promised land of God’s
covenant.

 The Rabbi (God’s Word):
Go beyond a Sunday School
approach to the Bible by
digging into the original
languages and deeper
meanings of the Holy
Scriptures.

Contact Karen Rayburn
for the Zoom link.

SundaySundaySundaySundaySundaySchoolSchoolSchoolSchoolSchool

Homebuilders
“The God We Can Know”
Thru March 28
Karen Jones
This seven-week video series by Rob
Fuquay takes us to the Holy Land to see
the places where Jesus stood as he made
his “I am” declarations. Journey from the
Judean wilderness to the Galilean hills and
into the heart of Jerusalem.
Week 4, March 7: “I Am the Good Shep-

herd”—Knowing God’s Care
Week 5, March 14: “I Am the True Vine”—

Knowing God’s Power
Week 6, March 21: “I Am the Way, the Truth

and the Life”— Knowing God’s Way
Week 7, March 28: “I Am the Resurrection and

the Life”— Knowing God’s Possibilities
Homebuilders is a discussion-oriented

class for adults that covers topics in Chris-
tian living, scripture and church history.

Adult Elective
“Pilgrimage into the Last Third of Life”
Thru March 7
Rev. Harry Brown & Penny Leone, RN
Harry, retired pastor, and Penny, FPC Par-
ish Nurse, wrap up this class March 7 us-
ing resources such as discussion, scripture,
reflection and the book Pilgrimage into the
Last Third of Life, by Marie Thibault and
Richard L. Morgan.

O N   Z O O M

FPC

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
This Wednesday noon Bible
study continues its study of
the gospel of John. Contact
Ron Place to be added to the
participant list and receive
the Zoom link.

Ladies’ Lunch
Bible Study

Surveyors
 “1st and 2nd Thessalonians”
Thru March 7
Celeste Frost

 “Walk Worthy of Your Calling”
March 14 - April 2
Phil Smith

For the Zoom links to these classes, con-
tact Jaime Cowan or watch for them in
the weekly church email.

In partnership with FPC’s Missions Com-
mittee, I am thrilled to announce that our
Adult Elective from March 14 - May 2 will
be a missions-focused elective class! 

Please join us for a series of classes that
highlights several FPC-supported minis-
tries and gives us opportunity to deepen
our engagement with them. These classes
will include information, reflection and
dialogue. For each mission, we will be pre-
sented with opportunities to deepen our
engagement with that ministry as we hear
the speakers. Each mission will have a rep-
resentative here for at least one Sunday to
speak to us and to answer our questions.

Feel free to attend some or all of the
classes on the dates below. If you are look-
ing to learn more about local missions but
don’t feel drawn to a particular ministry,
you may choose to attend every Sunday.
If you think you might have a call to en-
gage personally with the mission of any
of these ministries, or just want to learn
more about one of them, feel free to come
for just those weeks. The schedule is as
follows:

NEW ELECTIVE CLASS ON MISSIONS

If you have questions or would like more
information, don’t hesitate to reach out to
either Dawn Bookert or me. —Stephanie

Crossroads
“Wired Word”
Patrick & Amanda Tolbert 
This class integrates faith and life. With
our minds and hearts steeped in scripture,
we pray our way through today’s head-
lines. In our curriculum, news pieces are
interspersed with reflection questions and
opportunity for dialogue and discernment.

“Walk Worthy of Your Calling”is a seven-
week interactive Bible study on the book of
Ephesians. Our focus will be on our identity,
the rich blessings that are ours “in Christ,”
and how that should influence the way we
live out our faith.

Other
Educational

Opportunities

March 14 & 21:
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and
Services (PCHAS)

April 11 & 18: Presbyterian Pan Ameri-
can School

March 28: Meals on Wheels

April 25 & May 2: Brookwood in
Georgetown (BiG)
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,

moisture in the walls and water under the
new floors.

Other Property Committe elders, Ben
Nichols and Glen Kaiser, are involved in
working to get the church ready for re-
pairs. Ben called several water damage res-
toration companies and was able to get a
Cedar Park company to be on site that
Saturday to begin drying out the build-
ing to prepare for repairs (mold removal
and other) to the floors and walls. Fans
and dehumidifiers have been humming
throughout the building. Water damage
restoration companies are very busy af-
ter the winter storm, and the one work-
ing at our church reportedly had 77 new
calls for help on the day it took our call.
“It makes us mindful that our whole state
needs continual prayer as the recovery
process is so significant,” Bobby said.

Also by that weekend, Keith Brainard,
Stewardship and Finance elder, worked
with Financial Secretary Sue Bell and Mike
Carson to start a claim with our insur-
ance company, Church Mutual, which
was received on February 22. Sue’s and
Kelly Ann Seaman’s offices were especially

Christina Bondesen,
Church Office Manager,
will be the lead coordi-

nator and contact
for the clean-up effort,

coordinating with staff,
volunteers, Mike Carson

and the Property
Committee to make sure
that everyone remains

on the same page,

Water damage
(continued from front page)

hard hit. Bobby also planned to contact
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to apply
for a $5,000 grant that would help toward
our insurance deductible.

The weekend following the event, some
staff members and volunteers converged
on the building and moved supplies and
other items out of the affected classrooms,
offices, the custodian’s office, storage room
and Fellowship Hall, Bobby said. Philp
Smith, Jeff Pratt and Ron Weaver moved
equipment from the sound booth in Fel-
lowship Hall to the Sanctuary, from where
we can livestream services. (See article on
next page.)

An adjustor from the insurance com-
pany was to be scheduled to come and sur-
vey the extent of the damage and give us
a dollar figure on what is covered, Mike
said. One of the biggest concerns is the
possibility that the floor and baseboards
in Fellowship Hall will have to be removed
and replaced. —Marty Curtis

—Pastor Bobby

‘‘

‘‘
Homebuilders’ classroom,Homebuilders’ classroom,Homebuilders’ classroom,Homebuilders’ classroom,Homebuilders’ classroom,
with items from thewith items from thewith items from thewith items from thewith items from the
Mission Sewing closet inMission Sewing closet inMission Sewing closet inMission Sewing closet inMission Sewing closet in
the middle of the room.the middle of the room.the middle of the room.the middle of the room.the middle of the room.

Above, a worker hauls
debris to a rented dumpster.

Right: Workers clean up
and remove baseboards

in the hallway off
The Gathering Place.

Baseboards removed
in The Gathering Place

Sue Bell’s office

See more photos on page 15.
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N

“Ice-pocalypse” and “corona-pocalypse”

FPC Families: During the
remaining Sundays in
Pastor Bobby’s Ten
Commandments sermon
series (through March 14),
you are invited to listen to
the sermon and create
whatever comes to mind: a
drawing, a poem, a Play-
doh sculpture, or really
anything! 

You are also invited to
share your Sermon Art with
the congregation. To share,
simply take a photo of it,
and submit it to Jaime
Cowan. Let her know which
commandment was being
preached on while you
created your sermon art.
Jaime will display your
photos in the pre-worship
slides on the following
Sunday morning.

So submit your photos by
March 14. And submit as
many photos of your
original art as you want,
even one for each sermon
left in the series.

F
P
C

Our FPC kids, their families and their leaders continue to meet
regularly through Zoom, and the online bitmoji Sunday School
classroom. In our Sunday School classroom we are now study-
ing a series called “Desert People,” focusing on people who have

had their lives shaped by God through time spent in the desert.
During our Zoom meetings this month, we’ll dive into the fun of spring

break and preparations for FPC Kids Sunday, which will take place on April 11. 
If your family is not currently participating in our regular FPC Kids gatherings but

would like to be part of our virtual, children-led worship service on April 11, please let
Stephanie know! Contact her if you have any questions about children’s education and
fellowship opportunities.

Hello, church family,
When Bobby chose the metaphor of wil-

derness to describe this season of sojourn-
ing and being unsettled, he couldn’t have
known the coming hardships that would
exacerbate the stress of the pandemic. He
certainly wouldn’t have foreseen the recent
cold snap that put us also in a tundra, meta-
phorically speaking. As temperatures
plummeted and power grids failed, it was
good to know our electricians and techni-
cians, our HEB truck drivers, our neigh-
bors and friends, and sometimes even pure
strangers would carry us through, and
that this would only be for a short time.
Perhaps that is how you have also felt, not
only in the recent “ice-pocalypse” but also
in the coronavirus pandemic generally. 

One thing is sure in my mind. I know
that this trying time will have an end and
that, in the meantime, I can ask God to
provide all I need during it. In the recent
“ice-pocalypse,” it encouraged me to know
that I was cared for by God, and some-
times that came through a text to check in
or an offer to grab some essentials from
the store. As Saturday night came around,
my apartment was still not totally back to
normal functioning when the power went
out again. I became even more determined
to make it to Sunday School the next
morning. Nothing speaks hope like see-
ing the people of God gather, amen? I
needed a good dose of that, so off to Sun-
day School I went. God met me power-
fully through the class and blessed me
through the people. 

If we’re looking at the big picture, we
know that, although it is longer than we

would like, this pandemic season is actu-
ally a pretty small part of the whole. I am
praying that the discomforts and scary mo-
ments of this season cause us to lean into
the goodness God gives, so we can fight
for hope. 

We can look at something like Lent and
think, “Great, now it’s the season of suf-
fering!” We would be right, but we might
miss the full picture if we stop there. Look-
ing at the bigger picture, we remember that
Lent is in spring and even the word "Lent"
means spring, which is a time for new life!
Through the greatest suffering has come
the greatest hope and newest life.  In a simi-
lar way, may we see beyond the shallow
vision that views this season as the
“corona-pocalypse” and lean into the ho-
liness and hope that God weaves through-
out every part of our journey. Perhaps
when we look at the big picture, and lean
in close, we’ll find this season has become
a “coronatide,” a holy marking of God’s
faithfulness and even holy surprises. 

That’s why I say: The Education land-
scape this month looks similar to last
month, but I hope you’ll stay posted on
all of our opportunities, whether familiar
or new. I hope you find some offerings to
plug into, and I hope you discover in those
places this month that God will meet you
in them, perhaps even surprise you
through them, both through the act of
gathering in defiant hope against the
“corona-pocalypses” and “ice-pocalypses,”
and through the relationships, old and
new, that will surprise you like gifts di-
rectly from God. 

We travel on together! —Stephanie

“Riffing on the Lindy Hop”
Sermon Art
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By newsletter print/post deadline—
A report from Philip Smith, Direc-
tor of Music and Worship, on dam-
age to the two musical instruments
and sound/hearing equipment in
Fellowship Hall:

Piano
(The day after the water event, elder Rob-
ert Cravens moved the piano to the lobby.
The next day professional piano movers
moved it to the conference room.)

An old crack in the soundboard
of our 1923 Steinway piano was re-
paired years ago before FPC owned
it and was fine before the water dam-
age, Philip said.

”But the extreme humidity of the
flowing and standing water in the
room for days caused the sound-
board to crack again. It is a thin piece
of delicate wood that spans the en-
tire piano inside and is part of what
gives the piano that ‘Steinway tone.’
Like a crack in a car windshield, the
crack could worsen if not repaired,
and it will eventually cause a buzz
in the sound so the tone won’t be
the same,” Philip added. He was to
ask a Steinway representative to do
an evaluation and give  us a recom-
mendation and quote on repairs.

Philip said, “Water damage to the
legs and body of the piano was
avoided since it was on a ‘spider
dolly’ with large wheels that kept it
above the water. The bench was sit-
ting in water and looks undamaged,
but will be evaluated, too.”

Organ
“The organ was sitting directly in
water for long hours,” Philip said.
On February 19, he disconnected the
organ, and he and Property Com-
mittee elder Ben Nichols lifted the or-
gan console up onto furniture dollies
where a fan could dry it out. It now
sits in a corner of The Gathering
Place. Philip reported that the organ
was inspected and tested on Febru-
ary 23, and no damage was discov-
ered. “That’s a good thing for sure.
I think the wooden wall that Mike
Carson built to go around it likely
diverted water away from it.”

Audio & Video (A/V) Equipment
“The sound booth itself will need to
be repaired,” he pointed out. “The
wood at the bottom of the sound
booth has significant damage.” 

Philip reported that the audio
and video equipment in the booth
apparently survived without dam-
age. ”No water came down from the
ceiling over the sound equipment.
But water flowed into the AV stor-
age closet behind the booth and
pooled a few inches on the floor
where there were two amplifiers.
One is an extra but the other is the
amplifier that goes to the “hearing
loop” system that we had installed
a few years ago.  The damage to that
is yet to be determined, but it is also
being evaluated.”

Hearing Loop
What is the hearing loop?  ”We have
a system that broadcasts a short-
range signal within Fellowship

The extent of damage to instruments and equipment
Hall, and the wires for it are entirely
in the floor,” Philip explained. “They
run all around the room under the
baseboards and the thresholds, and
they cross to make a big figure “8”
down the middle of the room. The
hearing loop system likely sustained
significant damage in the flooding.”

On February 20, Ron Weaver, Jeff
Pratt and Philip removed all equip-
ment from the sound booth to pro-
tect it from potential damage during
the restoration process. That even-
ing, Philip began setting up the
equipment to livestream from the
Sanctuary, finishing the setup the
next day.  ”It’s a blessing that we can
move equipment, reconfigure it and
function in our other worship space.
Not all churches have another wor-
ship space to shift to when faced with
challenges like this.”

—Marty Curtis

Looking out of place:
The organ sits on two

furniture dollies in a corner
of The Gathering Place,

while the Steinway
occupies a corner

of the Conference Room.
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Flowers in Worship/
March

Sign up online
to provide flowers

Check out the virtual flower
calendar online to provide
flowers for worship in 2021!

There are a lot of Sundays
left to choose from, so get
your slot now by visiting
https://www.signup genius.
com/go9040948aba62da4fe3
-2021.

You can also indicate
online if you want your
arrangement to be re-gifted
for the church Flower
Ministry.

Once you are signed up,
contact either The Flower
Box or A Matter of Taste to
order your arrangement.

Be sure to give the florist
the date of Sunday worship.
Both florists have key code
access to our facilities.

Contact Christina Bonde-
sen if you have questions.

M A R C H
“What We Do with What We Have”

7 p.m. Monday, March 1
Speaker: Jessica Martone,

Area Agency on Aging (Capital Area)
Watch for the Zoom link

in the weekly email from church

A P R I L
“When You See Faces of Grief

in the Neighborhood”
7 p.m. Monday, April 5

Speaker: The Rev. Dr. Ann Hagmann,
Retired Minister and Hospice Chaplain

Watch for the Zoom link
in the weekly email from church

Ann’s talk will focus on the faces of grief
as a natural part of life, and she will touch
on loss by aging and death, the stages of
grief and grief wisdom. She will make time
for questions and asks participants to have
five pieces of paper and a pen on hand.

A native of Oklahoma, Ann attended
the University of Arkansas, taught high
school science then
worked in manage-
ment with AT&T be-
fore being called to
ministry at the age of
40. She received Mas-
ter of Divinity and
Doctor of Ministry de-
grees from Perkins
School of Theology.
After pastoring United Methodist
churches in Oklahoma for 10 years, she
moved to Georgetown in 1999 and went
to work as a chaplain with Hospice Aus-
tin. She also pursued her passion for spiri-
tuality through team development of
Wisdom at Work and RiverStone Retreat
Ministries.

Ann retired in 2015 after 16 ½ years as
chaplain but continued to work part time
for Hospice Austin until 2017. She is now

FRED
Talks

Faithfulness: Ready to
Explore and Discover

engaged with her church, First United
Methodist, and serves as local Emmaus
spiritual director and leader in the ecu-
menical Taizé Service of Wholeness. She is
the author of three books, including Abid-
ing Hope—Encouragement in the Shadow of
Death. Ann’s love for nature led her, when
able, to volunteer with All Things Wild
Rehabilitation in central Texas, where one
of her favorite memories is pottying and
feeding baby possums with the late Polly
Nelon of First Pres.

Joey & Amber Cessac joined by reaffir-
mation of faith. They live in Georgetown,
and Joey is an optometrist at Baylor Scott
& White. The couple’s daughters are:
Eden, 10; Noelle, 10; Selah, 8; Lovelyn,
6; and Marielle, 4. If you would like con-
tact information for the Cessacs, email
Christina Bondesen.

Welcome, NEW MEMBERS

26 Cliff Snyder
Ron Weaver

27 Tim Harris
Cathy Tucker

28 Frank Beam
Marilyn Mehaffey

29 Ron Becker
Terri Stubblefield

30 Dennie Decker
Helen Matthews

BIRTHDAYS
(continued from previous page)

Devotionals
Daily Lenten

www.fpcgeorgetown.org/lent-2021

Through April 4

7 Fred Hilgeman
17 Charles & Cathy Shirley
21 Bill & Lois Stanley
28 Ben & Donna Nichols
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while I simultaneously record 32
tracks of microphone audio to my
MacBook. Then I will mix the audio.

Tim Shantz conducts the Canadian choir Luminous Voices’ first car concert last fall.

An FM transmitter allows the
singer’s voice to be broadcast back
to his or her headphones, without
delay.

Church audio technician Ron
Weaver has been Philip’s “sounding
board” during the brainstorming,
proposal and prototype process.
Philip spent the first three weeks of
February assembling and configur-
ing the equipment. Ron will assist
with some of the live audio mixing
for the singers headphones from time
to time during the rehearsals.

The first car choir rehearsal was
planned for February 20, which hap-
pened to be Philip’s birthday. As it
was being planned, he said, “I
couldn’t ask for a better birthday
present than to get to conduct our
choirs and make music together
again.”

A crippling winter storm that
brought sleet, snow and ice to cen-
tral Texas in mid-February caused
Philip to postpone that rehearsal for
a week or two. “Since the car win-
dows have to be open slightly, it
would still be too cold,” he added.

The car choir would not replace
FPC’s virtual choir, ReSounding

Voices, he said, because seeing faces
of singers occasionally is important.

“However, that’s a completely dif-
ferent experience for the ensemble—
singing and recording videos alone.
Whereas the car choir approach,
though it involves a whole different
set of equipment, allows the ensemble
to sing and record together.”

After we return to the church
campus and singing in person, “we
will still do ReSounding Voices vid-
eos from time to time,” Philip said.

—Marty Curtis

Stay tuned for more about Car Choir at First Presbyterian, and watch

for Car Choir recordings in our future livestreamed worship services.

At the start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic at this time last year, rehears-
als of a choir in Washington state
were a super-spreader event, caus-
ing 53 of 122 singers to become sick
and two to die. That news brought
music for singers everywhere to a
screeching halt, especially choirs, as
churches cancelled worship and
singing in person.

As hard as that was, stopping
choir and congregational singing,
we saw how our church and others
adapted—going virtual with choir
rehearsals and prerecorded perfor-
mances of our choirs, ensembles and
individual solos shown during
livestreamed worship services.

Now, FPC is joining other
churches and choral groups in the
U.S. and Canada that are bringing
music back while we navigate
through the COVID-19 pandemic.

It’s called “car choir.”
Philip Smith, Director of Music

and Worship, asked the Worship
Committee to consider a proposal to
do “something rather unique”: have
the church choirs sing together
from inside their cars.

“Sounds strange, I know. This
is actually a thing for some choirs
now.  We all miss being together.
And even after we can gather in per-
son, we won’t be singing for a while
unless we do something like a car
choir.”

He proposed spending some
$5,000 to buy the equipment needed
for the choir: microphones, receiv-
ers, transmitters, cables and a mixer.
In January, both Worship and Ses-
sion approved the funding request,
with monies coming from the FPC
Music Ministry investment fund at
the Texas Presbyterian Foundation.

Since FPC doesn’t have a large
enough parking lot, Philip received
permission to use the Wellspring
United Methodist Church lot. Plans
call for choir members to drive there
and sing simultaneously in their cars
with Philip conducting. “Theoreti-
cally, we can meet, rehearse, and
record a video of singers in their cars

FPC singers will be rehearsing for a car choir

More about car choirs
An internet search of
“car choirs” reveals
many instances of car
or “driveway” choirs in

response to COVID-19.
The idea for car choir

originated in Virginia, where bari-
tone David Newman, a college mu-
sic professor, tried it out last spring,
using a few simple tools: micro-
phones, a mixer and an FM trans-
mitter. Word quickly spread from
Virginia to Canada to Boston to Or-
egon, and Newman’s YouTube
videos about the process involved in
car choir has caught the attention
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3 Jim & Ann Hindman
7 Tim Smith & Becky Hesson-Smith
9 Ryan & Courtney Queen
14 Charles & Cathy Shirley
19 Sid & Celeste Frost
27 Roger & Barbara Nelson
28 Jim & Elaine Caskey
29 John Dunleavy & Colleen

Forrester
31 Mark & Denise Ferguson

Sam & Helen Matthews

1 Selah Cessac
Dr. David Ramsey
Tim Smith
Laniece Thomas

2 Doug Kienitz
Susan Moreno

3 Inok Downing
4 Hudson Kennedy

Emily Kirkpatrick
Libbie Ragan
Jim Wilhite

6 Addison Kozak
7 Jonathan Leloux

Kelly Miller
Sherralyn St. Clair

8 Jennifer Gunn
Kim Peel
Roscoe Seaman

9 Ruth Henning
Nancy Stramler

10 Rita Snyder
Steve Wilson

12 Pressley Bedford
JoJo Hermann
Roy Tucker

14 Rusty Bristow
15 Sherry Beattie
16 Zachary Kirkpatrick
17 Juliet Lee

Marcia Ness
Sydney Sorenson

18 Robert Gowdy
Tricia Osborne
Sydney Tolbert

20 Joyce Joiner
Travis Walden

22 Jean Allison
Glen Kaiser

23 George Harwell
David Martin
Ethan Poe

24 Cade Basey
Sophie Bedford
Charles Dennis
Judy Hindelang
Kelly Ann Seaman
Jettie Sherrier

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church
ANNIVERSARIES

Among Our People

BIRTHDAYS

Words of Life in the Wilderness:
A Sermon Series on the Ten Commandments

Through March 21

M A R C H  W O R S H I P

(on YouTube at 11 a.m.)

March 7
Communion
3rd Sunday in Lent
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Exodus 20:2, 15; Luke 19:1-10

March 14
4th Sunday in Lent
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Exodus 20:2, 16; 1

Corinthians 13:6-7

March 21
5th Sunday in Lent
Dr. Ken Peters Preaching
Scripture: Exodus 20:2, 17; Mark 7:1-23

March 28
Palm Sunday
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Mark 11:1-11

Actual
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - January 2021

General Operating Fund

In the hospital last month: Ralph Gibson,
G-Ann Martin (surgery), Bob Lutz and
Shirley Galloway (surgery).

Our sympathy to:
 J.C. & Linda Johnson on the death of
Linda’s mother, Ellie Brady, January 26.
 The family of  Chuck (Ret. Lt.Gen. Charles
P.) Graham, who joined the Church Tri-
umphant February 11. He was a member
of FPC from 1999-2018, serving as elder
from 2001-03 and 2007-09. Private services
with full military honors will be held
March 9 at Fort Sam Houston National
Cemetery in San Antonio.
 Dustin & Sarah Hammit on the death
of Sarah's grandmother, Doris Umstattd,
February 13 in Austin. A private service
and interment are planned.
 Dennis & Terri Boroczk on the death of
Dennis’ mother, Ruth Boroczk, February
21 in Fishers, Indiana.

Congratulations to Chessa & Jeremy
Rizzotto on the birth of their son, Parker
Cole Rizzotto, February 16 in George-
town. Proud grandparents are Steve &
Teresa Wilson.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech.Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIn-
tosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col.
Mike Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st

Class Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos,
Larry & Helen Burk’s grandson; and
Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy
Hayes.

Income
 Pledges $95,053 $817,850 12%
 Other $8,921 $101,600  9%
 TOTAL $103,974 $919,450 11%
    
Expenses
 Validated Mission $8,362 $56,029 15%
 Local/Other Mission $0 $26,241  0%
 Ministry of the Word $11,167 $148,468  8%
 Program/Support Staff $34,015 $402,975  8%
 Christian Education $457 $37,950  1%
 Music and Worship $1,446 $21,100  7%
 Evangelism/Care $241 $13,365  2%
 Property $8,053 $100,100  8%
 Stewardship/Finance $1,328 $19,000  7%
  Other Oper Expenses $1,992 $79,395  3%
 Debt Retirement $8,129 $97,548  8%
 TOTAL $75,191 $1,002,171 8%

(continued on next page)
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of many singers and choir leaders. His
system fixed the problem of singers being
out of synch while trying to sing together
over Zoom.

In January, National Public Radio fea-
tured the car choir of a very active Cana-
dian choir ensemble, Lumnious Voices.
“Rehearsing and performing safely dur-
ing the pandemic has meant getting into
their cars, driving to an empty parking
lot and singing with each other’s voices
broadcast through their car radios,” NPR
said. Luminous Voices uses the system to
rehearse and has performed “car con-
certs.” An estimated 200 people attended a
December concert, all in their cars. The
audience gathered in a parking lot and
tuned in to the performance on their ra-
dios. Instead of clapping, they honked
horns.

The Today Show spotlighted Chorus
pro Musica in Boston. “Because singing
in groups can create a potential super-
spreader event amid the coronavirus epi-
demic,” said NBC’s Harry Smith, “choir
practice for the group was moved outside
with members singing in their cars. The
engineer who helped set it up posted how-
to videos so others could hack their way
to harmonic convergence.”

The Worcester
(Massachusetts)
Chorus members
hold a “driveway
choir” performance
in January of
Brahms’ Requiem.

Water damage in the Worship Center-Fellowship Hall from
the winter storm (clockwise from top left):
 A cart in the kitchen stands in a pool of water.
 The stained glass windows in the Fellowship Hall are reflected
in the water pooling in that room.
 The conference room, 101, has become a storage room for items
rescued from rooms with water damage.
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Building suffers water damage February 17
As FPC members, like most Texans,
we were struggling with power out-
ages and water interruptions on Ash
Wednesday, February 17. And that
morning we learned the fire sprin-
kler system had been activated in por-
tions of the main church building,
blowing sprinkler heads out of their
water pipes and dumping up to two
inches of water in rooms and the
hallway behind Fellowship Hall and
the kitchen. Other hallways, Sunday
School rooms and several church
offices, as well as Fellowship Hall,
suffered water damage.

A visit to the church February 22
revealed the constant hum of mul-
tiple moisture-removing, dehumidi-
fying machines that had been placed
in the affected rooms—and a perva-
sive odor.

Mike Carson, Property Commit-
tee chair, learned the devastating
news in a call from the alarm moni-
toring service, which had been
alerted that a water flow alarm was
going off. Elder Robert Cravens
walked to the church and moved
some equipment and instruments
away from the water. He shot a video
that captured standing water in some
places, water flowing from outside
drain pipes, floating debris and
downed ceiling tiles and insulation.

In an email to elders that evening,
Pastor Bobby gave an update on the
situation. “There remains a lot of
unknowns about the damage we in-
curred, its implications and a time-
line for repairs. It’s difficult to see our
beloved property in this state. This
reality makes our challenging year all
the more difficult on a number of
levels. But for now, I cannot help but
hear God’s word in a fresh and ur-
gent way: ‘When you pass through

the waters, I will be with you.’ May
we continue to follow with courage,
compassion and wisdom as we lean
into this promise.”

Bobby added, “We don’t know
how this happened. The Property
Committee shut off the water in the
building the Friday before, as we
were warned about below-freezing
temperatures to come.”

Mike said the reason for the mal-
function is complicated, but the ex-
tremely low temperatures definitely
contributed to setting off the system.
Some sprinkler heads were blown
out of their pipes in the areas of the
building that had the most water. 

In some places there was little
standing water by the time Robert’s
video was taken, Bobby said, for ex-
ample, in parts of Fellowship Hall. It
appears that the newly remodeled
lobby and bathrooms may have es-
caped damage except for possible

(continued on page 12)

TTTTTop: The hallwop: The hallwop: The hallwop: The hallwop: The hallwaaaaay ofy ofy ofy ofy of f The Gatheringf The Gatheringf The Gatheringf The Gatheringf The Gathering
Place. Bottom: Items retrieved fromPlace. Bottom: Items retrieved fromPlace. Bottom: Items retrieved fromPlace. Bottom: Items retrieved fromPlace. Bottom: Items retrieved from
the water in the kitchen are piled upthe water in the kitchen are piled upthe water in the kitchen are piled upthe water in the kitchen are piled upthe water in the kitchen are piled up
in the middle of Fellowship Hall.in the middle of Fellowship Hall.in the middle of Fellowship Hall.in the middle of Fellowship Hall.in the middle of Fellowship Hall.
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I / We wish to donate  lily/ies @ $12 each, for a total cost of $

MARCHMARCHMARCHMARCHMARCH
SUNDAY

28
2nd Sunday in Lent
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

7
3rd Sunday in Lent
Communion
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

14
4th Sunday in Lent
DST Begins (Spring Forward)
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

21
5th Sunday in Lent
Dr. Ken Peters Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

28
Palm Sunday
One Great Hour of Sharing
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

MONDAY

1
11:00am PW Board
7:00pm FRED

8

15

22

29

TUESDAY

2
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:00pm ODTAP Meeting
6:30pm Elizabeth Circle

9
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:45pm Executive Comm
7:30pm Committee Meetings

16
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Diaconate

23
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session Meeting

30
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

WEDNESDAY

3
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

10
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

17
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor
10:00am Martha Circle
10:00am Rachel Circle
11:00am Hannah-Esther Circle

24
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

31
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

THURSDAY

4
7:00pm FPC Trivia Night
7:00pm Painting in a

Twist

11

18

25
7:00pm FPC vs. Hope

Pres Trivia Night

1
Maundy Thursday

FRIDAY

5

12

19

26

2
Good Friday—
Church Office
Closed

It’s time to order lilies for Easter

ORDER FORM FOR  EASTER LILIES

 I will pick up my plant(s).

 Please take my plant(s) to a homebound person or someone who is ill.

We will again decorate our worship space for Easter with lilies from Down Home Ranch.
A price increase has raised our cost to $12 per plant. Order and pay online at
www.fpcgeorgetown.org/give/ or use the tear-off form. Make checks payable to First
Presbyterian Church, and send the form and check to: 703 S. Church St., George-
town, TX 78626. Or you can drop it off at the church office on Wednesday from 8:30
a.m. - noon or Friday from 8:30 - 10 a.m. Deadline for orders: March 21.

Name(s)

 In honor of:

 In memory of:

Plants can be picked up after Easter. If you have a door code, please use it. Otherwise,
someone will be in the church office on Wednesday from 8:30 a.m. to noon and
Friday fom 8:30 to 10 a.m.

Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert

Pastor
703 S. Church Street

Georgetown, TX 78626

Phone: 512-863-3381

published monthly by

FIRSTWORD

Email:
churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org

 In celebration of:
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