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FIRSTWORD

A P R I L    W O R S H I P

Holy Week
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert preaching

*Denotes livestream service

March 28: “A Tale of Two Hugs”
Palm Sunday
8:30 a.m., Presbyterian Cemetery
*11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Mark 11:1-11

*April 1:
Maundy Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Communion
Scripture: Psalm 116:6-9, 12-14;

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

*April 2:
Good Friday, 12 noon
Scripture: Isaiah 52:13–53:12; John 18:1-12

April 4: “The Full Crescendo”
Easter Sunday
Communion
*8:30 a.m.
11 a.m., GHS parking lot in front of the PAC
Scripture: Isaiah 25:6-9;

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

*April 11: FPC Kids Sunday
11 a.m.
Scripture: Romans 8:35, 37-39; John 20:19-29

*April 18: “The Most Important Piece of
Furniture”
11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 4; Luke 24:36b-48

*April 25: “1546 Miles…Deep”
11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 23; John 10:11-18

EasterGood
Friday

By a vote of session at a called meeting
March 9, FPC can now have outdoor wor-
ship services, activities and other gather-
ings while Williamson County is in
Orange Phase or better, following safety
guidelines approved by the ODTAP task
force. Those guidelines include, among
other things, the wearing of masks, social
distancing, the use of hand sanitizer and
no in-person choral singing as part of
worship.

Session has opened the door to sched-
uling an in-person, outdoor service at 8:30
a.m. on Palm Sunday at the Presbyterian
Cemetery and an 11 a.m. Easter Sunday
drive-in service in a Georgetown High
School parking lot. These are in addition
to live-tream services each Sunday.

At the time of the session vote, the
county was in Red Phase, or highest alert,
but dropped back into Orange on March
19. Even if that move hadn’t happened, out-
door gatherings are now approved by ses-
sion, but following ODTAP safety guidelines.

(continued on page 3)

— 16 —

APRILAPRILAPRILAPRILAPRIL
Jean Biggs, 2000-12
Elaine Eddings, 2012-17
The late Jean Biggs, retired college
and school librarian, served for 13
years and remained a consultant
when she passed the torch to Elaine
Eddings, who worked part time at
the Salado Public Library and was
retired from the Financial Aid Office
at the University of Texas at San
Antonio.

Elaine took a TV tray from a
church office and arranged her first
book display outside the library, in
a high-traffic hallway. The rotating
displays spotlighted books, seasonal
and holiday themes and church
events. The TV tray was replaced by
a small book cabinet.

When former Pastor Mike Rob-
erts asked Jean to take charge of the
library in 2000, she was faced with
seemingly insurmountable tasks.
She had to unpack cartons of library
books that had been stored while the
library and that part of the church
were being renovated. The library

books had been packed without re-
gard to classification, which ham-
pered reorganizing the collection.
Jean asked Mike for a computer and
library automation software. Over
the next three years, most of the
books were cataloged using the new
software. Jean said in a May 2013
FirstWord article that the number of
cataloged books had about doubled.

Also in that FirstWord feature,
Pastor Mike praised the efforts of Jean
as librarian: “In our renovation in
1998, we gave the library a central
place in our facility with windows

and a french door to welcome read-
ers and researchers. We purchased
new bookcases, a computer and hun-
dreds of dollars of new books. But
the library itself needed significant
work for it to be of use for our con-
gregation. Jean took on the momen-
tous role of church librarian. She
recatalogued every existing book,
processed all the new books, and ar-
ranged them on the shelves.”

Elaine wrote a weekly FirstWord
column and scheduled children’s
Sunday School classes to come to the
library for an introduction. She had
patrons help with a quilt. And there
were also a wildlife photography
contest, book reviews, and Nana’s
Time Out on Wednesday afternoon.

In her March 2017 FirstWord li-
brary column, Elaine announced
that she was resigning and moving
to Colorado. “As a result, there are
good changes coming in the library,
beginning with the new librarian,
Monica Koenig, who has graciously
and happily accepted this mission.”

Former librarians

The late Jean Biggs (left) and Elaine
Eddings. (from May 2013 FirstWord)

THURSDAY

1
7:30pm Maundy

Thursday
Worship

8

15
10:30am Virtual

 Senior
 Seminar

22

29

FRIDAY

2
Church Office Closed
12:00pm Good Friday

Worship

9
PW Mission Presby-
tery Spring Gathering
(also meets Saturday
morning, the 10th)

16

23

30

SUNDAY

28
Palm Sunday
One Great Hour of Sharing
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am  Worship at Cemetery
11:00am Livestream Worship

4
Easter Sunday
Communion
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Livestream Worship
11:00am Drive-in Service

11
FPC Kids Sunday
11:00am Livestream Worship

18
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

25
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

WEDNESDAY

31
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

7
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/ Pastor

14
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

21
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor
10:00am Martha Circle
10:00am Rachel Circle
11:00am Hannah-Esther Circle

28
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

TUESDAY

30
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

6
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:00pm ODTAP Meeting
6:30pm Elizabeth Circle

13
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:30pm Committees

20
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Diaconate

27
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session

MONDAY

29

5
Church Office
Closed
7:00pm FRED Talk

12

19

26
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1 Jeremy & Alicia Gambell
2 Bob & Joan Lutz

Roger & Suzy Taylor
3 Lee & Amanda McIntosh
7 Ken & Marilyn Peters
12 Shawn Levsen & Adrianne

Brandt
19 Chris & Tricia Osborne
21 Bill & Faith Baechtel
23 Bill & Margaret Shirley
24 David & Carol Siekmeier

1 Charles Brainard
2 Seth Basey
3 Johnny Decker
4 Joan Dudding

Juliette Stenborg
5 Eric Seaman
6 Lea Ann Hutton
7 Vivian Leloux

Elizabeth McFarling
9 Cynthia Guidici

Melissa Pilcher
10 Shirley Galloway
11 Terri Boroczk

Joyce Porch
Kasyn Walden

12 Cindee Molenda
13 Kaye Bishop

Carol Holmes
Steve Schellenberg

15 Joey Mikel
16 Dennis Hilgeman

Megan Perkins
17 Jeremy Gambell

Meghan Molenda
Joan Shrader

19 Bill Hinds
Cathy Hubbard
Peggy Taylor

20 Patricia Alexander
21 Rebekah Pilcher
22 Cindy Bausch

Bruce Sorenson
Nelson Stubblefield

23 Roger Nelson
Cathy Shirley
Dean Taylor
Rachel Taylor

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church

ANNIVERSARIES

Among Our People

BIRTHDAYS

(continued on next page)

In the hospital last month: Lou Brown,
Shirley Galloway and G-Ann Martin.

Thank you: I would like to personally thank
all who have been led to contribute time and
talents beyond your regular tithes after reading
my recent letter to the congregation. I had felt
for a number of days prior that God was call-
ing me to speak as the weight of being apart for
an entire year loomed on the horizon, and I am
truly humbled and honored that through me,
the Holy Spirit worked to strengthen our bonds
during this long and wandering journey through
the wilderness. Your generosity and willingness
to say, “Here I am, Lord. Use me,” is a true
testament to God’s hand at work in this broken
world. I am so honored that I get to be a part of
this wonderful family of God. Thank you!

—Christina Bondesen

Our sympathy: To Tim Smith & Becky
Hesson-Smith on the death of Becky’s fa-
ther, Joseph Hesson, March 10. Services
were held March 18 in Georgetown.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s

nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt. Mat-
thew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann Kai-
ser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne Smith’s
son-in-law; Tech.Sgt. Robert McClanahan,
grandson of Minta McIntosh and nephew
of Lee McIntosh; Lt.Col. Mike Pratt, Jeff
Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st Class Paul Ray-
burn; Nicholas Stamos, Larry & Helen
Burk’s grandson; and Christian Winckel,
grandson of Sandy Hayes.

Actual
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - February 2021

General Operating Fund

Income
Pledges $234,473 $817,850 29%
Other $13,144 $101,600 13%
TOTAL $247,617 $919,450 27%
    
Expenses
Validated Mission $11,362 $56,029 20%
Local/Other Mission $1,075 $26,241 4 %
Ministry of the Word $22,333 $148,468 15%
Program/Support Staff $62,758 $402,975 16%
Christian Education $2,500 $37,950 7 %
Music and Worship $5,773 $21,100 27%
Evangelism/Care $246 $13,365 2 %
Property $16,546 $100,100 17%
Stewardship/Finance $2,661 $19,000 14%
Other Oper Expenses $3,073 $79,395 4 %
Debt Retirement $16,259 $97,548 17%
TOTAL $144,586 $1,002,171 14%
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Monica Koenig, Librarian, 2017-21
In addition to being FPC Organist
and Pianist, in 2017 Monica volun-
teered to be FPC’s librarian.

She began creating a digital cata-
log of the library, a project to be con-
tinued by Demeree and Gail (see story
on previous page).

Over hundreds of years, a library
catalog has taken several forms, but
the card catalog is probably the type
most people were familiar with
growing up: there in a library, the
cabinets of drawers with little white
cards filed in alphabetical order by
author, title, subject or call number,

detailing what the library
had on its shelves. We used
that card catalog to locate a
book on the shelf or to see if
the library had a book. FPC’s
Library has a card catalog.

Nowadays, those library
cabinets with small printed
catalog cards are being re-
placed or supplemented by
online catalogs, the newest
type of electronic library cata-
log database and the most
flexible. The online catalog of-
fers the same information as
a print catalog but can be
flipped through with a swipe
or a click on a smartphone or

computer. An online library data-
base can be searched remotely, and
the user can retrieve information in
a variety of ways.

Sometime in the future, FPC’s
Library will be accessible online, and
we have Monica to thank for initi-
ating it! 

The Children’s Library, established by Monica, is located across from the library.

Why they volunteered
“I can’t imagine a whole lot of hap-
pier places to be than in a room full
of books,” Demeree said. “I miss be-
ing at church so this seems like a
win-win for me. I am beyond thank-
ful that our library suffered no wa-
ter damage during the recent weather/
sprinkler system turmoil. I know
that our little library has been a ha-
ven for me many, many times over
the years when I just needed a quiet
place to be.”

Being relatively new to FPC, Gail
said she doesn’t know much about
the library. “I don’t think I’ve ever
used it—my mistake!” She volun-
teered for the role, she said, because
“FPC has done so much for all of us,
and I’d like to give back. I miss our
in-person community, and this is
one way to help us get back to ‘nor-
mal.’” Gail served as a deacon on the
Ushers and Greeters Committee from
2018 to 2020 and is a member of the
Surveyors Sunday School class and
Martha Circle. 

Demeree has been a LOGOS table
parent, cook team member and board
member. She has served as an elder
on the Education and Nurture Com-
mittee and taught Sunday School
from kindergarten-6th grade during
“most of my 30’s.” She was also on
the Pastor Nominating Committee
in 2018-19 and is a member of Eliza-
beth circle.

When Monica submitted her res-
ignation as librarian, the volunteer
position was advertised like this: “If
you’re interested in volunteering
with the FPC Library, we would like
to talk with you! In other words, if
your dream is to be like Belle in the
Beast’s castle library, talk to Steph-
anie Mettler about how to make
your dream come true. Some com-
puter/organizational skills are pre-
ferred.”

Monica created the Children’s
Library space in the hallway across
from the library, under the stair-
way—a space that she herself would
like to see updated, Demeree said.

Gail admits she’s always loved
reading, “mainly fiction, mystery
and British writers.  I’ve just started
into science fiction to better connect
with my granddaughter. We share
books that we find and mail them
back and forth.”

Stay tuned for more information
about Gail’s and Demeree’s goals and
activities for the FPC Library.

—Marty Curtis

"The only thing that you absolutely
have to know is the location of the
library." —Albert Einstein

"Everything you need for a better
future and success has already been
written. And guess what? All you
have to do is go to the library."

 —Henri Frederic Amiel

“The library is the temple of learn-
ing, and learning has liberated more
people than all the wars in history.”

—Carl T. Rowan

See next page for more
about FPC’s former librarians.
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Flowers in Worship/
April

Sign up online
to provide flowers

Check out the virtual flower
calendar online to provide
flowers for worship in 2021!

There are still Sundays left
to choose from, so get your
slot now by visiting https://
www.signup genius. com/
go9040948aba62da4fe3  -
2021.

You can also indicate
online if you want your
arrangement to be re-gifted
for the church Flower
Ministry.

Once you are signed up,
contact either The Flower
Box or A Matter of Taste to
order your arrangement.

Be sure to give the florist
the date of Sunday worship.
Both florists have key code
access to our facilities.

Contact Christina Bonde-
sen if you have questions.

A P R I L
“When You See Faces of Grief

in the Neighborhood”
7 p.m. Monday, April 5

Speaker: The Rev. Dr. Ann Hagmann,
Retired Minister and Hospice Chaplain

Watch for the Zoom link
in the weekly church email

Ann’s talk will focus on the faces of grief
as a natural part of life, and she will touch
on loss by aging and death, the stages of
grief and grief wisdom. She will make time
for questions, and she asks participants to
have five pieces of paper and a pen on hand
during her Zoom presentation. Ann is a
retired Methodist minister and retired Hos-
pice Austin chaplain.

MA Y
“Sabbath Rest in the Neighborhood:

Hurry Up and Be Still!”
7 p.m. Monday, May 3

Speaker: Irene Lange, RN
Watch for the Zoom link

in the weekly church email

FRED
Talks

Faithfulness: Ready to
Explore and Discover

BIRTHDAYS
(continued from previous page)

Irene, a missionary for 45 years, is the FRED
Talk speaker for Monday, May 3. Her topic
will be “Sabbath Rest in the Neighbor-
hood: Hurry Up and Be Still!”

In what she calls an “adrenaline-driven
world,” Irene will talk about the biblical
meaning of the word “sabbath” as seen
through the scriptures, God’s view of Sab-
bath rest and how we go from 90 to 0 mph.

Irene and her late
husband Rick became
missionaries in 1976
and worked in Mexico,
Haiti and Kenya in
East Africa until they
returned to the U.S. in
2005 to care for his
mother who was ill
with Alzheimer’s. After
her husband’s death in

2010, Irene worked in England for two
years before her physical health caused her
to come home.

Irene is a Stephen’s Ministry leader in
Georgetown. For the past six years she has
provided member care and counseling to
Muslims in Houston through a mission
outreach. Locally she is a volunteer driver
for Faith in Action Georgetown. She also
works through Pure Desire Ministries to
counsel women whose husbands struggle
with sexual addiction.

25 Sarah Hammit
Ann Hindman

26 Ouida Henderson
Gayle Taylor

27 Bill Stanley
28 Zayden Gibson
30 Larry Burk

Sarah Ferguson
Phil Sharpnack

4 Easter Lilies
11 Marcia Sloma
18 Ron & Patsy Becker
25 Bill & Faith Baechtel

In-person worship
(continued from front page)

Also approved by session was a mo-
tion that the outdoor drive-in Easter ser-
vice would proceed regardless of the
COVID-19 phase we are in since members
can remain in their cars while participat-
ing in the service.

The ODTAP task force continues to
monitor the county’s COVID-19 metrics—
the test positivity rate and daily incidence
of COVID-19 cases. It has previously rec-
ommended that the church not return to
in-person worship until there are fewer
than 4 new COVID-19 cases per 100,000
population a day and less than a 3% test
positivity rate. However, recognizing the
desire of some to return to communal
gatherings, the task force recommended
that session vote on whether to allow
outdoor gatherings.

If a one-day spike in metrics prevents
the county from moving to Orange Phase,
it was also approved that a 14-day aver-
age of the metrics would be used to see if
the average metrics are within the Orange
(or better) Phase.

ODTAP (Open the Doors and There’s
All the People)—formed last May as a task
force of the Safety and Security Commit-
tee in response to the pandemic—makes
recommendations to session on how the
metrics it monitors affect our return to in-
person worship.

Recognizing that there is still a way to
go in this “wilderness season,” Pastor
Bobby said, “We are hopeful and excited
about the improving metrics in our
county and what that would mean for
fresh opportunities to enjoy the gift of in-
person, outdoor gatherings together.”

— 14 —

s p o t l i g h t

New FPC
Librarians
Gail Butler

and
Demeree
Jackson

Gail Butler (left) and Demeree Jackson

They volunteered as new librarians
While the FPC Library hasn’t been fre-
quented much while the church office has
had limited hours, that doesn’t mean
things aren’t happening in the little room
with wall-to-wall shelves of books.

On March 1, Librarian Monica Koenig
(who is also staff Organist and Pianist)
stepped down as librarian after holding
the position since early 2017. Two church
members volunteered in March to share
the job: Demeree Jackson, who joined the
church with her family in 1987, and Gail
Butler, who has been here five years. The
two women look forward to getting bet-
ter acquainted, working together and
separately in the library, and celebrating
all of the past volunteer librarians. They
want to keep the library as inviting and
user-friendly as possible.

One of their goals will be continuing—
and hopefully completing sometime in the
future—a major project undertaken by
Monica during her tenure: creating an
online catalog, or “an electronic biblio-
graphic database” that describes the
books and periodicals in our library—a

database that could be accessed by the con-
gregation online. When the project is
completed, our congregation members
could look for a book in our library much
the same way they would go online to
see if the Georgetown Public Library has
a book or video. Many churches have al-
ready gone this route, doing away with
or supplementing multiple drawers of
printed card catalogs.

"Stephanie Mettler, Christian Education
Director, started helping Monica last fall
create individual online catalog entries for
each book in the library." It’s a time-in-
tensive project since it means searching
the internet (such as the Library of Con-
gress and other libraries) and download-
ing complete catalog records for each book
on the church library shelves. If a record
can’t be located, the information about a
book is entered manually into the data-
base. Once the digital catalog is created,
users can search much as they would in a
card catalog drawer: by author, title, sub-
ject heading or other “tag” words.

I am incredibly grate-
ful that Monica has

been so thoughtful and
forward-looking with

our library. She really
has a heart for seeing

that it is used and used
often by our member-
ship. She has always

been mindful of
finding books that

interest and connect
with readers of all

ages. Her leadership
in getting the library
started on a catalog

online has been a
major undertaking—

and one that will
benefit congregants of

every age when
it is completed.

—Pastor Bobby

‘‘

‘‘
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N

Opportunities to engage during April

F
P
C

Meredith Rodgers, FPC Childcare Coordinator,
and her husband, Kyle, load diapers from the
Diaper Drive held for her by the church as she is
expecting a baby girl in May.

 "Thank you so much
for the diapers and wipes.

This is a real blessing
for our family.

We are so grateful.
Thank you!"

—Meredith Rodgers

Our FPC kids, their
families and their leaders
continue to meet regu-
larly through Zoom,
and it has been a time to
build intergenerational
relationships and enjoy
each other’s virtual
company. We are also
continuing to learn
together through our
online bitmoji Sunday
School classroom. In
that classroom, we are
continuing our “Desert
People” series, which
focuses on people who
have had their lives
shaped by God through
time spent in the desert. 

We are very much
looking forward to FPC
Kids Sunday on April
11, during which our
children will lead us in
worship and reflection
during the 11 a.m.
worship livestream
service. 

Contact Stephanie if
you have questions
about children’s educa-
tion and fellowship
opportunities.

Hello, church family,
I have been so grateful to travel on this
journey with you in the last month.

First of all, I have cared for babies, but
what I didn’t know was that, according
to Google and WebMD, everything hav-
ing to do with newborns is apparently life-
threatening. It is good to know that I am
not alone as I navigate life with a new-
born!

More seriously, though, this month I
got to see our church family give gener-
ously, share vaccine information widely,
and renew the commitment to return faith-
fully to a life of worship together.

During April, we will continue to
deepen our engagement with the scrip-
tures, with each other and with our local
ministries. Please consider stopping in for
a Wednesday or two to have fellowship
with the men studying John’s Gospel or
the women in their Bible study who are
considering Jewish holy feasts. Dive deeply

with a Sunday School class—to discuss
faith and headlines with Crossroads, to
consider how to walk worthy of God’s call
on our lives with Surveyors, to take a fresh
look at the Heidelberg Catechism with
Homebuilders, and to engage more deeply
with our mission partners through the
Adult Elective class offering. There is no
better way to stretch our faith during a
time of isolation than to mark the seasons
and stories of our faith with each other!

As we look forward to what God will
do this year, please mark your calendars
for two dates:
 April 11—Our children will lead us in
worship this month. Please be present vir-
tually to meet God through this different
experience of being led by the voices and
examples of our youngest members.
 September 17-19—You don’t want to for-
get these dates because these will be our
ALL-CHURCH RETREAT dates if the creek
don’t rise! (Or, more commonly, “If the
Lord wills.”) Despite all of the chaos that
we are now still navigating, we are mov-
ing forward to plan our retreat. More de-
tails will be shared and registration opened
in the next few weeks.

I’m looking forward to another month
of growing as “church” with you all!

—Stephanie
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The congregation accepted the resigna-
tion of Rev. M.C. Hutton after 35 years as
pastor because of his “deteriorating
health.” He was elected Pastor Emeritus,
“without salary, for life, or so long as he
desires to occupy such honorary posi-
tion.” Rev. Hutton served from 1886 until
March 1921, making him our longest
serving pastor,
followed by Dr.
Michael A. Rob-
erts, who served
for 30 years, from
1988 to 2018, and
who was elected
Pastor Emeritus
in 2021.

100 years: 1921

Four Stated Supply pastors served the
southern Presbyterian church in
Georgetown from 1866 until August 1875.
There may have been more, but there’s a
gap in the records from 1867 to 1872.

Session records indicate some church
members had become dissatisfied with the
Southern Presbyterian General Assembly
and withdrew from it, the division believed
to have been caused entirely by “political
prejudices and animosities engendered by
the late war, the leaders in it being all
strong if not violent politicians of the Radi-
cal Republican stripe, and the most of those
who went with them sympathizing heart-
ily with them, though some simply acqui-
esced in order to keep peace at home,”
according to session records.

Starting with just six members, the
southern church managed to become the
long-term survivor of the two churches,
evolving into our present-day church.

150ish years: 1871

Parish Associate Larry Sunkel ponders
the meaning of Easter in his April 1996
newsletter column and smiled at this:

Two young boys wandered into the
office of a church on a Saturday morn-
ing. The pastor was finishing his Easter
sermon, and he was curious about them.

“Do you boys attend Sunday School
or go to a church anywhere?”

The older one spoke up, “Well, me and
my brother have gone to a Sunday School
a few times.”

The pastor went farther, “Did you learn
about the meaning of Christmas?”

Rev. M.C. Hutton

Church staff, January
2004:
Front, left to right: Penny
Unger (Leone), Chrissy
Creech and Jan Crumpton;
middle: Joan Kayser and
Phyllis Henderson; and
back: Jack Ware, Larry
Sunkel, Joy Bedford, Bill
Willis, Kim Pereira and Mike
Roberts.

—Photo from our
church history book

“Oh, sure,” said the older brother.
“That’s when we put up a Christmas tree
and Santa Claus brings us lots of presents.”

“Oh, my,” said the pastor. “Do you
know about Easter?”

“Sure mister,” piped up the younger
boy. “That’s when the Easter Bunny lays
eggs all over the yard for us to find.”

“You don’t know the real meaning of
Easter!” his brother exclaimed. “That’s
when Jesus came out of the tomb, saw his
shadow, went back in and we had six more
weeks of cold weather.”

Pondering the meaning of Easter and Christmas

Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert

Pastor
703 S. Church Street

Georgetown, TX 78626

Phone: 512-863-3381

published monthly by

FIRSTWORD

Email:
churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org

100-year and 150ish-
year items are taken

from
“A History of the
First Presbyterian

Church
Georgetown, Texas
Sesquicentennial

Edition
1854 - 2004”
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Surveyors
“Walk Worthy of Your Calling”
Through May 2
Phil Smith
Join this class for a seven-week interactive
Bible study on the book of Ephesians. The
focus will be on our identity and the rich
blessings that are ours “in Christ” and how
that should influence the way we live out
our faith.

Homebuilders
“Body & Soul: Reclaiming the Heidelberg
Catechism”
April 18 - May 23
Karen Jones
Homebuilders will take a closer look at one
of our confessions with a six-week DVD
series by theologian and pastor M. Craig
Barnes. Through this series, we’ll find how
this 450-year-old confession is a reliable
and inspiring companion in a world where
faith and doubt coexist. Join this class and
discover comfort in belonging, body and
soul, to the triune God. 

Homebuilders is a discussion-oriented
class for adults that covers topics in Chris-
tian living, scripture and church history.
Formed to meet the needs of adults in the
family-building stage of life, Homebuilders
welcomes all.

Join this group over Zoom
at noon on Wednesdays.
Contact Karen Rayburn for
the Zoom link.

Some Christians miss the
importance of the biblical
feasts, seeing them as
merely “Jewish” holidays,
but scripture says these are
the Feasts of the Lord that
God established for all
people for all time.

During this six-session,
DVD-based study and
Participation Guide, “Feasts
of the Bible,” you can
connect the Hebrew roots of
Christianity and the sym-
bolism that points to Jesus
Christ.

SundaySundaySundaySundaySundaySchoolSchoolSchoolSchoolSchool
9 : 3 0  A.  M.  O N   Z O O M

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
This Wednesday noon Bible
study continues its study of
the gospel of John. Contact
Ron Place to be added to the
participant list and receive
the Zoom link.

Ladies’ Lunch
Bible Study

For the Zoom links to these classes, con-
tact Jaime Cowan or watch for them in
the weekly church email.

Other
Educational

Opportunities

Crossroads
“Wired Word”
Patrick & Amanda Tolbert 
Crossroads is a class that aims to integrate
faith and life. With our minds and hearts
steeped in scripture, we pray our way
through today’s headlines. In our curricu-
lum, news pieces are interspersed with re-
flection questions and opportunity for dia-
logue and discernment.

Adult Elective
“Engaging Our Missions”
March 28: Meals on Wheels
April 11 & 18: Presbyterian Pan

American School
April 25 & May 2: Brookwood in

Georgetown (BiG)
We continue “Engaging Our Missions”
through May 2, in partnership with the
Mission Committee. We pray that it will
prove fruitful to host these conversations
between ourselves and our mission part-
ners who seek to give fuller expression to
our call to mission.

Join us for this series that highlights
several FPC-supported ministries and
gives us opportunity to deepen our engage-
ment with them. The classes will include
information, reflection and dialogue. Each
Sunday, we will be presented with oppor-
tunities to deepen our engagement with
these missions as we are led. Each minis-
try will have a representative here for at
least one Sunday to speak and answer our
questions.

Feel free to attend some or all of these
dates. If you are looking to deepen your
relationship with local ministries but don’t
feel a draw to a particular one, you might
choose to attend every Sunday. If you
think you might have a call to personally
engage with the mission of any of these
organizations or just want to learn more
about one of them, feel free to come for just
those weeks.

If you have questions, don’t hesitate to
reach out to either Stephanie Mettler or
Dawn Bookert. 
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10 years: April 2011

The Youth Sunday School Class,
taught by Fred Hilgeman, Courtney
Root and Lael Winkstern, begins a
Lenten study, Take Up Your Cross and
Follow Me. Class members also get a
homework assignment: Each stu-
dent is given a tiny bag of money
and told to “Go Be the Light!”—to
help someone, a stranger or friend
in need, and share his or her mis-
sion story on Easter Sunday.
Congratulations are extended to
Corey and Liz Bailey on the birth of
their son, Jeremy Seth, and to Gray-
son and Maegan Kennedy on the
birth of their son, Hudson Timothy.
 Kathleen Wenzel, LOGOS Director,
announces a new class for 4th - 6th

grade boys on Wednesday evenings,
“Battles in the Bible,” taught by Phil
Bookert. The LOGOS Choir presents
its annual musical, “Old Testament
Fast Forward.”
 Youth enter an inner-church dodge-
ball tournament and have a junior
high lock-in on a Friday.
 A new audio/video enclosure in the
Fellowship Hall/Worship Center is
completed, the final phase in a series
of enhancements to the Fellowship
Hall. The Worship Committee ac-
knowledges the efforts of Robert
Bedford, Initial Design; Ron Weaver
and Timothy Roberts, Final Techni-
cal Design; and Sam Matthews,
Project Manager.
 On Easter Sunday, the congrega-
tion enjoys a breakfast at church:
“something new and a great time to
fellowship and enjoy this glorious
Easter day!”
 Pat Cobb, with the Williamson
County’s Emergency Communica-
tions Center, speaks at the Men’s
Christian Fellowship Dinner.
 Cindy Smith, with the Texas Na-
tional Guard Family Support Foun-
dation, is the Presbyterian Women’s
Spring Gathering speaker.
 Doug Bond leads the Cornerstone
Sunday School class on The Jesus I
Never Knew by Phillip Yancey.

25 years: April 1996

 The church’s annual brunch at
Southwestern University is held in
the Commons.
 The annual CROP Walk takes place
at Sun City, and Joe Porch asks for
volunteers to obtain pledges and
walkers for the 3K, 5K and 10K to
raise funds to feed the hungry.
 An Associate Pastor/Director of
Christian Education Nominating
Committee is named: Fred Hilgeman,
John McColly, Gary Nelon, Linda
Seals, Nadine Tanner and ef-officio
members Jerry Hammerlun and Pas-
tor Mike.
Women who baked bread for The
Caring Place Benefit Supper are
Eleanor Bond, Shirley Goneman,
Cathy Leloux, Joy Mansfield, Char-
lotte Newhouser, Frances Pearson
and Connie Wassink.
Marion Shell announces that Beth
McGee will review the book Mutant
Message Down Under by Marlow
Morgan at the Thursday Noon
Book Review.
 Appreciation is expressed to Ray,
Karen and Paul Rayburn for install-
ing a computer system in the Finan-
cial Secretary’s Office. The church
now has three networked comput-
ers.
 LOGOS/Youth News: Scott Bren-
nan wins the annual “spoon hang-
ing” contest. Director Cathy Ramsey
thanks Polly Nelon for “creation of
at least a million Boo-Boo Bunnies”
that the kids will sell to finance a trip
to Schlitterbaun. High school youth
hold a lock-in at the church and
make plans to participate in the
CROP Walk.

 Pastor Mike reports he has made
minor revisions to his two-year doc-
toral project at Austin Seminary and
once he turns it in, he is done and
will receive his degree!

50 years: April 1971

 From a financial report—Check
Book Balance as of 4/17/1971: $948.62,
with all benevolences paid thru Feb-
ruary and all other bills paid. Manse
debt balance: $13,320.82. Building
fund balance: $1,320.82.
 A congregational meeting is called
for Sunday, April 18, to authorize the
refinancing of the manse debt.
 The church welcomes new mem-
bers Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Stanfield
on transfer of their membership.
 Session and diaconate hold a joint
meeting following the Wednesday
Family Night Dinner.
 The Georgetown Community Eas-
ter Worship service takes place at 6:30
a.m. in the Community Building at
San Gabriel Park. The Easter offer-
ing is used by the Georgetown Min-
isterial Alliance in its work with
needy transients.
 The women of the church meet in
two circles, one on the first Tuesday
of the month at 9:30 a.m. and the
other on the second Wednesday at
7:30 p.m.
 Kitchen hostesses for April are Mrs.
E.L. (Virginia) Williams and Mrs.
D.R. (Joyce) Walden.
 An information sheet about the
church is attached to an April news-
letter giving basic information.
“Those who have been here some
time will like to refresh their memo-
ries. Others will probably be glad to
know a little more about what has
brought the church to this day and
time.”

From that sheet: “We have been
encouraged by the addition of quite
a number of mighty fine people and
families in recent years. This is part
of the reason for this sheet about our
church.”
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Y O U T H   M I N I S T R YKelly Ann Seaman
Youth Director

Hiking toward a promised waterfall

vs. Hope Pres:

March 25

As this issue of FirstWord
was going to press, we
hoped our FPC Trivia
Team was practicing
their trivial facts in
preparation for a Zoom
showdown on the 25th

with Hope Presbyterian,
Austin. Our team
members are: Virginia
Reid (from her new
home in Michigan),
Bill & Theresa McKenna,
Chris Crenshaw, Dennis
& Terri Borsoczk, Judy
& Jeff Willett and Robert
& Linda Cravens.

At stake besides
bragging rights? A $500
contribution to the
mission named by the
winning church. FPC
and Hope are putting in
$250 each for the prize
money.

Watch this space for
results. Or, better yet,
join the contest on
Zoom. Look for the link
in the weekly church
email.

Psalms 96:11-13—
11”Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad;
let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 12Let the
fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let
all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 13Let all
creation rejoice before the LORD.”

As I am writing this, I am in the full splen-
dor of spring break. This morning, I woke
early, played vinyl records of old musicals
and drank delicious pour-over coffee.
Light was pouring in from the windows,
and  the kids came in one at a time to lay
on top of me, sleepy and thrilled with the
joy of no school. While Eric settled in for
work, the kids and I got dressed and took
off to the Crockett Falls trail, an almost
eight-mile hike around Lake Georgetown.

The terrain was rocky, and, in places,
confusing. We walked down a few paths
that turned out to go nowhere. We had
to double back, reminding ourselves not
to make the same mistake on our return.
We stopped along the way, mesmerized by

the gorgeous overlooks and the tiniest
flowers. The fields we crossed? Jubilant.
The forest was sighing. There were sections
where the kids complained, but we had our
dream in mind. We cheered each other on,
laughing as we tripped over stones and
exposed roots, the promise of a gorgeous
waterfall just around the corner.

In this new role at FPC, I feel myself
tripping over rocks, doubling back after
going down a path I was sure was right. I
keep hiking toward a promised waterfall
just around the corner, but God is at work
right now. His faithfulness pops up in the
beautiful insights from these youth, bol-
sters me with encouragement and wisdom
from our volunteers, humbles me with the
kindness and support of our parents.

Without a doubt, this was the longest
trail I’ve ever navigated with my kids. They
did an amazing job, and when we got to
the falls, they kicked off their shoes and
soaked themselves immediately. I didn’t
even have time to tell them not to. We ate

our snacks in the mud,
watched as birds flew
overhead. Dried out our
wet clothes in the hot
sun. God, as Anne La-
mott says, was showing
off. All of creation rejoiced
around us; we did, too.

This season has been
described as a wilderness
by so many. I have felt that
ache of David’s, “How
long, oh Lord?” But I am
moved to ask a harder
question, what Bobby
has been leading us to
wonder, “What gifts are
there in this wilderness?”
As we dream of the prom-
ise of a gorgeous water-
fall just ahead, may we
look around and appreci-

ate the roar of creation rejoicing all around
us right now. May we rejoice as well. Hal-
lelujah and hike on.

—Kelly Ann Seaman

Hikers Roscoe, Henry, Maggie & Kelly Ann
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Are you sitting at home with nothing to
do? Have you cleaned all the cupboards
and washed all the clothes? Organized
your closets multiple times and painted
that extra room you’ve been wanting to
tackle for the last five years?

Yeah, me neither! Though this past
year has given all of us time we never had
before, I for one am much happier curl-
ing up in my bed reading a good book
and escaping the mountain of work
around me. Sometimes, you just need to
get away from it all. That’s what a really
good book can do: make everything
around you disappear, if just for a little
while.

The book I’d like to tell you about is
one of the best. The Chronicles of Narnia by
C.S. Lewis. You can find it in the
children’s section of our church library.
What is so wonderful about this book is
it is actually seven books about the magi-
cal world of Narnia, the most famous of
which is The Lion, the Witch and the Ward-
robe. But did you know that isn’t where
the story of Narnia begins? The land of
Narnia was created well before Peter, Su-
san, Edmund and Lucy ever came to be,
and it all started with The Magician’s
Nephew.

As you read the books in chronologi-
cal order instead of popularity, you begin
to understand the whole of Narnia and
the great lion, Aslan. Your mind is filled
with the warmth of his breath and the
might of his paw. Just as Eden was cre-
ated from nothing, so Narnia is created
from nothing. All is perfect until evil is
introduced and you’re suddenly whisked
into a much bigger story. C.S. Lewis
works his magic in helping us understand
our creation story, our fall of man, and
our redemption story through the
thoughts, actions and consequences of
characters in each book.

One of my favorite quotes from Aslan
is, “Child, I am telling you your story, not
hers. No one is told any story but their
own.” There is so much to learn that we
have no time to be concerned with the sto-
ries of everyone else. What is important is
to stay on our path and realize that ev-
eryone is on their own faith journey.
While those paths may cross and inter-
sect with ours, it is our path that we must
focus on.

As the chronicles close in The Last Battle,
faith in Aslan is rewarded and book char-
acters are allowed to return to the place
they have so longed to stay in forever but
were never allowed to before. There is
mourning at the end of Narnia but great
rejoicing at the new land that is forever.
These chronicles are not just for children,
though these are books for children. We
are all children of God and all of us can
easily be swept along, finding sorrow in
our losses, joy in our triumphs and long-
ing for that place which our souls once
knew and yearn to know again. So, put
down that feather duster and grab this
book. The land of Narnia awaits!

FPC

S T A F F    B O O K
R E V I E W

Each month a staff member
weighs in on his or her
favorite things in our church
library. You can check out
books during church office
hours or contact us for other
times to access the library.

The Chronicles of Narnia, by C.S. Lewis
Reviewed by Christina Bondesen

To notify the
church office if:

Friends

An FPC mission
project helping
members with
routine home
maintenance.

Call the church
office to schedule

a visit from
one of the Friends

in Deed.

 You change your physical or mailing
address

 You change your email address or add
email

 You change your home or cell phone
number

 You add a new phone number

in Deed
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M I S S I O N A little history:
“Presbyterian Children’s
Homes” was founded in
1903 when a young
mother dying of tuber-
culosis met with the
pastor of First Presbyte-
rian Church, Dallas,
and arranged for the
care of her four children
on her death.

In response, the
women of the church
rented a home and
created an orphanage.
In 1905 the ministry
moved to Itasca, Texas,
where the campus still
operates today as the
Itasca Foster Care
Village of Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and
Services.

In 1916 the Presbytery
of Abilene started a
separate home for
orphans that became
known as Presbyterian
Children’s Services. This
ministry moved to
Dallas in 1923 and then
Waxahachie in 1960. The
Waxahachie campus is
still in operation serving
foster families, families
experiencing trauma,
struggling single par-
ents, and youth who
have aged out of foster
care.

In 2002, these two
agencies merged to
create Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and
Services ( PCHAS of
Texas and Louisiana),
which in 2018 merged
with PCHAS (of Mis-
souri). The organization
is now known simply as
Presbyterian Children’s
Homes and Services, or
PCHAS.

PCHAS: Serving children and families
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Ser-
vices (PCHAS), a faith-based Christian or-
ganization that strives to serve like Jesus,
provides Christ-centered care and support
to children and families in need. It meets
the clients where they are and treats them
with respect, focuses on their strengths
rather than their problems, and encour-
ages them to focus on their future rather
than the past. When this is done well,
PCHAS helps children and families find
hope and know the love of God.

The agency serves nearly 4,500 chil-
dren and families every year across three
states, offering a variety of residential and
community-based programs along with
initiatives to empower churches to sup-
port foster care families. In each of the
programs, PCHAS is walking alongside
children and families, breaking cycles of
abuse and neglect, and working together
to build sustainable, loving homes.

Community based programs in Texas
include:
 Foster Care & Adoption: Staff screen,
train and support caring families that give
children in foster care a stable and loving
home. Some families permanently adopt
the foster children.
Maternity Services & Adoption: Special-
ists support women with unplanned preg-
nancies considering an adoption plan for
their children, and couples seeking to
adopt.
 Child & Family: This in-home family
preservation program stabilizes families
during a crisis such as poverty, abuse,
neglect or homelessness.
 Growing Together: Specialists promote
child welfare and early childhood educa-
tion in families with children 5 years old
or younger. Families learn to build closer
relationships, reduce stress and prepare
children for success in school.
 Therapeutic Mentoring: Mentors meet
with children at home, school or in the
community to implement custom thera-
peutic plans for overcoming crises or
long-term struggles.

Residential Care Programs in Texas and
what they provide include:
 Itasca Foster Care Village:  Christ-centered
care for children within six caring, loving
foster homes.
 Single Parent Family: Struggling single
parents and their children receive hous-
ing, financial and emotional support,
therapy and services that promote self-
sufficiency.
 Transitional Living: Structure and nur-
ture assist young adults (often who grew
up in the foster care system) as they grow
into independent adults with sustainable
plans for the future.

PCHAS offers a variety of programs
because the needs of each child and each
family are different. But the philosophy of
care in each program is family-centered,
strength-focused and goal-driven.

It is one of the ministries featured in
the current Sunday School Adult Elective
series: Engaging Our Missions. PCHAS was
also recently a topic of Virtual Coffee with
Pastor Bobby. If you missed these oppor-
tunities to be (re)introduced to PCHAS,
but are interested in joining with others
to make a real difference in the life of a
child or a family, contact Bridget Chapman,
FPC Mission Advocate for PCHAS.

For more information about PCHAS,
or to learn how you can support the min-
istry, contact Reagan Stone, Senior Devel-
opment Officer, 210-860-3188, reagan.stone
@pchas.org. To make a one-time financial
gift visit giving.pchas.org.
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Georgetown Ecumenical
Service of Wholeness

During the COVID-19 pandemic, and until
it is safe to meet again in person, partici-
pants in this service meet on Zoom.
Services are open to all but you must
register on the webpage, wholeness-
service.org, to receive a link. Previous
services are available on YouTube.

This service started in the late 1990s at
FPC as a ministry of healing prayer for
those in need. As it grew, it attracted other
churches and soon formed an ecumenical
circle of leadership.

After a few years, the service adopted
a second worship method: Taizé Common
Prayers. Songs from the Christian Com-
munity of Taizé, France, now intersect
with the original service of healing and
wholeness. The service is now large
enough to need the sanctuary of First
United Methodist Church when worship-
ers meet in person.

The service includes prayers, and each
person is given the chance to light a candle
representing his or her prayers.

Follow the service on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/taizegeorge town.

6:30 p.m. Sunday
April 25 (Zoom)

Workmen repair damaged fascia around the roof of the church before roofers were
set to begin re-roofing in March. The entire church roof suffered damage last May
when hail the size of baseballs fell on Georgetown.

FPC’s new Car Choir made its debut March 14, during the livestream of worship, with a recording of “Like a River in My Soul.” It
was recorded in the parking lot of Wellspring United Methodist Church with Philip Smith (far left) conducting. The FPC Car Choir
is a temporary solution and a way to have choir for now. Singers are able to sing together safely in their cars but still be part of an
ensemble. Each choir member has a microphone and FM receiver to attach to his or her headphones. Voices are combined digitally and
transmitted back to the singers’ headphones, allowing every choir member to hear each other.

Humor
A  religious cowboy lost his favorite Bible while he was mending fences out on the
range. Three weeks later a cow walked up to him carrying the Bible in its mouth.
The cowboy couldn’t believe his eyes. He took the precious book out of the cow’s
mouth, raised his eyes heavenward and exclaimed, “It’s a miracle!” “Not really,”
said the cow. “Your name is written inside the cover.”

Church bulletin bloopers:

“Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new
members and to the deterioration of some older ones.”

“This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come forward and lay an
egg on the altar.”

Thanks to:
 Lenice Smithwick and Alison Harrison
for delivering stuffed animals, blankets and
books to the Williamson County Chil-
dren's Advocacy Center. It has moved to a
temporary location in Round Rock while
construction takes place on its building in
Georgetown.
 Jeanine Albers for her donations of fleece
fabric, yarn, crochet thread and supplies.
We appreciate your kindness. —Kathy Jones

Mission Sewing
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You still have time to register for the vir-
tual Spring Gathering of Presbyterian
Women of Mission Presbytery. It takes
place on the evening of Friday, April 9,
and the morning of Saturday, April 10.
Contact me for a link to the registration
form or send an email to pwmpct@gmail.
com to get the link.

Before the gathering, if you create a
lovely hat or Texas-style mum and sub-
mit your picture wearing it, you will be
entered in a drawing for a fun handbag
from the Guatemala Store. April 1 is the
deadline for photo submissions, which
should be emailed to Spring Gathering
2021@yahoo.com.

There will be festivities that weekend
(including a virtual style show of hat and
mum photos) and workshops (including
one led by our own Nancy Robohn) to
be enjoyed at the Zoom gathering. Con-
tact me if you want more information

F E L L O W S H I P

Register for PW Spring Gathering in April

Elizabeth Circle
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 6
Theresa McKenna
512-635-5152

Martha Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, April 21
Carol Siekmeier
512-863-8601

Rachel Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, April 21
Sandie Kienitz
512-868-2519

Hannah-Esther Circle
11 a.m. Wednesday, April 21
Marty Curtis
501-517-3503

April Circle
Meetings on Zoom

Zoom links to the four
meetings will be made
available through circle
leaders and will be in
the Friday church email
prior to the meetings.

Recordings of some of
the lessons are available
by request within a few
hours of the meetings.
Contact Beverly Jones if
you would like a record-
ing. 

Sarah-Ruth Circle
& Lydia Circle

Members are invited to attend
any of the four Zoom meetings

about the schedule, workshop leaders or
keynote speaker.

Here at FPC, circles will meet April 6
(evening) and April 21 (morning). Zoom
links will continue to be published in the
Friday church e-mails. We are looking for-
ward to participating in the annual Birth-
day Offering in May.  This year's recipients
of that offering are Garden Gate Ranch,
Inc. (Des Moines, Iowa), Memorial Drive
Ministries, Inc. (Stone Mountain, Georgia)
and Nkhoma Mission Hospital (Nkhoma,
Malawi).

New officers Laurell Brown, Co-Mod-
erator, and Linette Harwell, Secretary, will
join the PW Board and be installed in May.
And pre-orders will be taken in May for
the 2021-22 Horizons Bible study books
("What My Grandmothers Taught Me").

Peace be with you. 
—Beverly Jones

The Caring Place (TCP) continues to of-
fer services on a reduced schedule. The
hours of service are shorter but are still
there. The following services are available:
 The Drive Thru Food Pantry hours are
8:30-10:30 a.m. Tuesday and Thursday.
 Fresh Food for Families is still available
from 8-10 a.m. the 1st, 3rd and 5th Monday
of each month.
 Hours for the Thrift Store are from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Satur-
day, while the Second Helping on Will-
iams Drive is open by appointment from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday through Sat-
urday.
 Programs and services are available by
phone only (512-943-0700).
 Donations are accepted from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. Monday on Railroad Avenue.

You can help easily by adding a little
to your utilities bill when you pay as the
extra money will go to TCP to help with
services and food.

Check out these TCP services and hours
Another way to help: If you have an

Amazon account, make sure you shop at
its smile.amazon.com website. Designate
TCP as your nonprofit of choice and Ama-
zon will donate 0.5% of your purchase price
to TCP. You shop as you normally would
at Amazon.com but you don't need a sepa-
rate account.

If you shop at Randall's, link your card
there to TCP’s account number and it will
donate 1% of your purchase price to TCP.

This may not seem like much, but ev-
ery little bit helps. One more point: We
don’t need egg boxes for now. I’m sure I
will be asking again later, but Helping
Hands doesn’t need them now.

Again, thank you for all you do.
—Jenny Carswell
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Parish Nurse Penny’s Points: A year ago

C O M P A S S I O N A T E   C A R E

Penny Leone
Parish Nurse

A year ago this month the Parish Nurse’s
Points column was titled, “Viruses.” I bet
you know which virus was the reason for
the article! The effect of the COVID 19 vi-
rus on our daily lives is slowly coming to
an end as more and more people obtain
the vaccine or have contracted it and now
have some immunity. I’d like to tell you, as
your parish nurse, the one take-away I
hope the entire USA and world will carry
forward. It is a message the medical com-
munity has “preached” for years:
 Stay home if you are sick.
Whether you are sick or well, wash your

hands often.
 Cover your coughs.
Those three precautions will protect you
from a host of viruses, bacteria and other
disease-causing agents!

National Prescription Drug Take
Back Day: Saturday, April 24

Do you know a study showed that a ma-
jority of abused prescription drugs are
obtained from family and friends—usually
from their home medicine cabinets? Un-
used or expired prescription medications
are a public safety issue, leading to poten-
tial accidental poisoning, misuse and over-
dose. Proper disposal of unused drugs
saves lives and protects the environment.
The result of the October 2020 Take Back
Day brought in 985,392 pounds (492.7
tons) of medication.

Here are places where you can drop off un-
used or expired prescription drugs:
 CVS—4426 Williams Drive. The drop box
is in front of the pharmacy desk inside (no
drive-thru acceptance). Open Sunday -
Thursday, 7 a.m. - 9 p.m., and Friday &
Saturday, 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 Georgetown Public Safety Operations
& Training Center—3500 D.B. Wood
Road. Open Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5
p.m. Holidays are observed, so check the
city holiday schedule. Call 512-930-0420
before visiting to ensure the box is not full.
 Williamson County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment—Hosts a collection kiosk at 508 S.
Rock Street.  Open Monday - Friday, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

This national day is sponsored by the
Drug Enforcement Administration of the
U.S. Department of Justice.

Senior Seminar
“Learning Your Way
Around Texas Property
Taxes” is the topic for
the virtual Senior Semi-
nar on Thursday, April
15, 10 - 11:30 a.m. Join
virtually via your
computer, smart phone
or tablet! To register for
the free webinar, call 512-
862-7339 or go to www.
SeniorsLivingSmarter.com/
seminar.

April 24April 24April 24April 24April 24

A boy had just passed his driving test and asked his
dad when he could use the car. His dad answered,
“You bring your grades up, study your Bible and get
your hair cut, and we’ll talk about the car.” A few
weeks later the dad told his son, “You’ve brought
your grades up and you’ve been studying your Bible,
but you haven’t cut your hair.”

The boy told him, ‘’In the Bible, Samson had
long hair, John the Baptist had long hair, Moses had
long hair, and even Jesus had long hair.”

His dad said, ‘’Did you also notice they all
walked everywhere they went?’’

Humor Grandpa was telling his young grand-
son what life was like when he was a
young boy.

“In the winter we’d ice skate on the
pond. In the summer we could swim in
the pond and pick berries in the woods.
We’d swing on an old tire my dad hung
from a tree on a rope. And we had a
pony that we rode all over the farm.”

The little boy was amazed and sat
silently for a minute. Finally he said,
“Granddad, I wish I’d gotten to know
you a lot sooner!”

Church bulletin bloopers:

“Ladies, don’t forget the rummage
sale. It’s a chance to get rid of
those things not worth keeping
around the house. Don’t forget
your husbands.”

“Our youth basketball team is
back in action Wednesday at 8
p.m. in the recreation hall. Come
out and watch us kill Christ the
King.”
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You still have time to register for the vir-
tual Spring Gathering of Presbyterian
Women of Mission Presbytery. It takes
place on the evening of Friday, April 9,
and the morning of Saturday, April 10.
Contact me for a link to the registration
form or send an email to pwmpct@gmail.
com to get the link.

Before the gathering, if you create a
lovely hat or Texas-style mum and sub-
mit your picture wearing it, you will be
entered in a drawing for a fun handbag
from the Guatemala Store. April 1 is the
deadline for photo submissions, which
should be emailed to Spring Gathering
2021@yahoo.com.

There will be festivities that weekend
(including a virtual style show of hat and
mum photos) and workshops (including
one led by our own Nancy Robohn) to
be enjoyed at the Zoom gathering. Con-
tact me if you want more information

F E L L O W S H I P

Register for PW Spring Gathering in April

Elizabeth Circle
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 6
Theresa McKenna
512-635-5152

Martha Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, April 21
Carol Siekmeier
512-863-8601

Rachel Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, April 21
Sandie Kienitz
512-868-2519

Hannah-Esther Circle
11 a.m. Wednesday, April 21
Marty Curtis
501-517-3503

April Circle
Meetings on Zoom

Zoom links to the four
meetings will be made
available through circle
leaders and will be in
the Friday church email
prior to the meetings.

Recordings of some of
the lessons are available
by request within a few
hours of the meetings.
Contact Beverly Jones if
you would like a record-
ing. 

Sarah-Ruth Circle
& Lydia Circle

Members are invited to attend
any of the four Zoom meetings

about the schedule, workshop leaders or
keynote speaker.

Here at FPC, circles will meet April 6
(evening) and April 21 (morning). Zoom
links will continue to be published in the
Friday church e-mails. We are looking for-
ward to participating in the annual Birth-
day Offering in May.  This year's recipients
of that offering are Garden Gate Ranch,
Inc. (Des Moines, Iowa), Memorial Drive
Ministries, Inc. (Stone Mountain, Georgia)
and Nkhoma Mission Hospital (Nkhoma,
Malawi).

New officers Laurell Brown, Co-Mod-
erator, and Linette Harwell, Secretary, will
join the PW Board and be installed in May.
And pre-orders will be taken in May for
the 2021-22 Horizons Bible study books
("What My Grandmothers Taught Me").

Peace be with you. 
—Beverly Jones

The Caring Place (TCP) continues to of-
fer services on a reduced schedule. The
hours of service are shorter but are still
there. The following services are available:
 The Drive Thru Food Pantry hours are
8:30-10:30 a.m. Tuesday and Thursday.
 Fresh Food for Families is still available
from 8-10 a.m. the 1st, 3rd and 5th Monday
of each month.
 Hours for the Thrift Store are from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Satur-
day, while the Second Helping on Will-
iams Drive is open by appointment from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday through Sat-
urday.
 Programs and services are available by
phone only (512-943-0700).
 Donations are accepted from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. Monday on Railroad Avenue.

You can help easily by adding a little
to your utilities bill when you pay as the
extra money will go to TCP to help with
services and food.

Check out these TCP services and hours
Another way to help: If you have an

Amazon account, make sure you shop at
its smile.amazon.com website. Designate
TCP as your nonprofit of choice and Ama-
zon will donate 0.5% of your purchase price
to TCP. You shop as you normally would
at Amazon.com but you don't need a sepa-
rate account.

If you shop at Randall's, link your card
there to TCP’s account number and it will
donate 1% of your purchase price to TCP.

This may not seem like much, but ev-
ery little bit helps. One more point: We
don’t need egg boxes for now. I’m sure I
will be asking again later, but Helping
Hands doesn’t need them now.

Again, thank you for all you do.
—Jenny Carswell
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Parish Nurse Penny’s Points: A year ago

C O M P A S S I O N A T E   C A R E

Penny Leone
Parish Nurse

A year ago this month the Parish Nurse’s
Points column was titled, “Viruses.” I bet
you know which virus was the reason for
the article! The effect of the COVID 19 vi-
rus on our daily lives is slowly coming to
an end as more and more people obtain
the vaccine or have contracted it and now
have some immunity. I’d like to tell you, as
your parish nurse, the one take-away I
hope the entire USA and world will carry
forward. It is a message the medical com-
munity has “preached” for years:
 Stay home if you are sick.
Whether you are sick or well, wash your

hands often.
 Cover your coughs.
Those three precautions will protect you
from a host of viruses, bacteria and other
disease-causing agents!

National Prescription Drug Take
Back Day: Saturday, April 24

Do you know a study showed that a ma-
jority of abused prescription drugs are
obtained from family and friends—usually
from their home medicine cabinets? Un-
used or expired prescription medications
are a public safety issue, leading to poten-
tial accidental poisoning, misuse and over-
dose. Proper disposal of unused drugs
saves lives and protects the environment.
The result of the October 2020 Take Back
Day brought in 985,392 pounds (492.7
tons) of medication.

Here are places where you can drop off un-
used or expired prescription drugs:
 CVS—4426 Williams Drive. The drop box
is in front of the pharmacy desk inside (no
drive-thru acceptance). Open Sunday -
Thursday, 7 a.m. - 9 p.m., and Friday &
Saturday, 7 a.m. - 10 p.m.
 Georgetown Public Safety Operations
& Training Center—3500 D.B. Wood
Road. Open Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5
p.m. Holidays are observed, so check the
city holiday schedule. Call 512-930-0420
before visiting to ensure the box is not full.
 Williamson County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment—Hosts a collection kiosk at 508 S.
Rock Street.  Open Monday - Friday, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

This national day is sponsored by the
Drug Enforcement Administration of the
U.S. Department of Justice.

Senior Seminar
“Learning Your Way
Around Texas Property
Taxes” is the topic for
the virtual Senior Semi-
nar on Thursday, April
15, 10 - 11:30 a.m. Join
virtually via your
computer, smart phone
or tablet! To register for
the free webinar, call 512-
862-7339 or go to www.
SeniorsLivingSmarter.com/
seminar.

April 24April 24April 24April 24April 24

A boy had just passed his driving test and asked his
dad when he could use the car. His dad answered,
“You bring your grades up, study your Bible and get
your hair cut, and we’ll talk about the car.” A few
weeks later the dad told his son, “You’ve brought
your grades up and you’ve been studying your Bible,
but you haven’t cut your hair.”

The boy told him, ‘’In the Bible, Samson had
long hair, John the Baptist had long hair, Moses had
long hair, and even Jesus had long hair.”

His dad said, ‘’Did you also notice they all
walked everywhere they went?’’

Humor Grandpa was telling his young grand-
son what life was like when he was a
young boy.

“In the winter we’d ice skate on the
pond. In the summer we could swim in
the pond and pick berries in the woods.
We’d swing on an old tire my dad hung
from a tree on a rope. And we had a
pony that we rode all over the farm.”

The little boy was amazed and sat
silently for a minute. Finally he said,
“Granddad, I wish I’d gotten to know
you a lot sooner!”

Church bulletin bloopers:

“Ladies, don’t forget the rummage
sale. It’s a chance to get rid of
those things not worth keeping
around the house. Don’t forget
your husbands.”

“Our youth basketball team is
back in action Wednesday at 8
p.m. in the recreation hall. Come
out and watch us kill Christ the
King.”
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M I S S I O N A little history:
“Presbyterian Children’s
Homes” was founded in
1903 when a young
mother dying of tuber-
culosis met with the
pastor of First Presbyte-
rian Church, Dallas,
and arranged for the
care of her four children
on her death.

In response, the
women of the church
rented a home and
created an orphanage.
In 1905 the ministry
moved to Itasca, Texas,
where the campus still
operates today as the
Itasca Foster Care
Village of Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and
Services.

In 1916 the Presbytery
of Abilene started a
separate home for
orphans that became
known as Presbyterian
Children’s Services. This
ministry moved to
Dallas in 1923 and then
Waxahachie in 1960. The
Waxahachie campus is
still in operation serving
foster families, families
experiencing trauma,
struggling single par-
ents, and youth who
have aged out of foster
care.

In 2002, these two
agencies merged to
create Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and
Services ( PCHAS of
Texas and Louisiana),
which in 2018 merged
with PCHAS (of Mis-
souri). The organization
is now known simply as
Presbyterian Children’s
Homes and Services, or
PCHAS.

PCHAS: Serving children and families
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Ser-
vices (PCHAS), a faith-based Christian or-
ganization that strives to serve like Jesus,
provides Christ-centered care and support
to children and families in need. It meets
the clients where they are and treats them
with respect, focuses on their strengths
rather than their problems, and encour-
ages them to focus on their future rather
than the past. When this is done well,
PCHAS helps children and families find
hope and know the love of God.

The agency serves nearly 4,500 chil-
dren and families every year across three
states, offering a variety of residential and
community-based programs along with
initiatives to empower churches to sup-
port foster care families. In each of the
programs, PCHAS is walking alongside
children and families, breaking cycles of
abuse and neglect, and working together
to build sustainable, loving homes.

Community based programs in Texas
include:
 Foster Care & Adoption: Staff screen,
train and support caring families that give
children in foster care a stable and loving
home. Some families permanently adopt
the foster children.
Maternity Services & Adoption: Special-
ists support women with unplanned preg-
nancies considering an adoption plan for
their children, and couples seeking to
adopt.
 Child & Family: This in-home family
preservation program stabilizes families
during a crisis such as poverty, abuse,
neglect or homelessness.
 Growing Together: Specialists promote
child welfare and early childhood educa-
tion in families with children 5 years old
or younger. Families learn to build closer
relationships, reduce stress and prepare
children for success in school.
 Therapeutic Mentoring: Mentors meet
with children at home, school or in the
community to implement custom thera-
peutic plans for overcoming crises or
long-term struggles.

Residential Care Programs in Texas and
what they provide include:
 Itasca Foster Care Village:  Christ-centered
care for children within six caring, loving
foster homes.
 Single Parent Family: Struggling single
parents and their children receive hous-
ing, financial and emotional support,
therapy and services that promote self-
sufficiency.
 Transitional Living: Structure and nur-
ture assist young adults (often who grew
up in the foster care system) as they grow
into independent adults with sustainable
plans for the future.

PCHAS offers a variety of programs
because the needs of each child and each
family are different. But the philosophy of
care in each program is family-centered,
strength-focused and goal-driven.

It is one of the ministries featured in
the current Sunday School Adult Elective
series: Engaging Our Missions. PCHAS was
also recently a topic of Virtual Coffee with
Pastor Bobby. If you missed these oppor-
tunities to be (re)introduced to PCHAS,
but are interested in joining with others
to make a real difference in the life of a
child or a family, contact Bridget Chapman,
FPC Mission Advocate for PCHAS.

For more information about PCHAS,
or to learn how you can support the min-
istry, contact Reagan Stone, Senior Devel-
opment Officer, 210-860-3188, reagan.stone
@pchas.org. To make a one-time financial
gift visit giving.pchas.org.
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Georgetown Ecumenical
Service of Wholeness

During the COVID-19 pandemic, and until
it is safe to meet again in person, partici-
pants in this service meet on Zoom.
Services are open to all but you must
register on the webpage, wholeness-
service.org, to receive a link. Previous
services are available on YouTube.

This service started in the late 1990s at
FPC as a ministry of healing prayer for
those in need. As it grew, it attracted other
churches and soon formed an ecumenical
circle of leadership.

After a few years, the service adopted
a second worship method: Taizé Common
Prayers. Songs from the Christian Com-
munity of Taizé, France, now intersect
with the original service of healing and
wholeness. The service is now large
enough to need the sanctuary of First
United Methodist Church when worship-
ers meet in person.

The service includes prayers, and each
person is given the chance to light a candle
representing his or her prayers.

Follow the service on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/taizegeorge town.

6:30 p.m. Sunday
April 25 (Zoom)

Workmen repair damaged fascia around the roof of the church before roofers were
set to begin re-roofing in March. The entire church roof suffered damage last May
when hail the size of baseballs fell on Georgetown.

FPC’s new Car Choir made its debut March 14, during the livestream of worship, with a recording of “Like a River in My Soul.” It
was recorded in the parking lot of Wellspring United Methodist Church with Philip Smith (far left) conducting. The FPC Car Choir
is a temporary solution and a way to have choir for now. Singers are able to sing together safely in their cars but still be part of an
ensemble. Each choir member has a microphone and FM receiver to attach to his or her headphones. Voices are combined digitally and
transmitted back to the singers’ headphones, allowing every choir member to hear each other.

Humor
A  religious cowboy lost his favorite Bible while he was mending fences out on the
range. Three weeks later a cow walked up to him carrying the Bible in its mouth.
The cowboy couldn’t believe his eyes. He took the precious book out of the cow’s
mouth, raised his eyes heavenward and exclaimed, “It’s a miracle!” “Not really,”
said the cow. “Your name is written inside the cover.”

Church bulletin bloopers:

“Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new
members and to the deterioration of some older ones.”

“This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come forward and lay an
egg on the altar.”

Thanks to:
 Lenice Smithwick and Alison Harrison
for delivering stuffed animals, blankets and
books to the Williamson County Chil-
dren's Advocacy Center. It has moved to a
temporary location in Round Rock while
construction takes place on its building in
Georgetown.
 Jeanine Albers for her donations of fleece
fabric, yarn, crochet thread and supplies.
We appreciate your kindness. —Kathy Jones

Mission Sewing
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Y O U T H   M I N I S T R YKelly Ann Seaman
Youth Director

Hiking toward a promised waterfall

vs. Hope Pres:

March 25

As this issue of FirstWord
was going to press, we
hoped our FPC Trivia
Team was practicing
their trivial facts in
preparation for a Zoom
showdown on the 25th

with Hope Presbyterian,
Austin. Our team
members are: Virginia
Reid (from her new
home in Michigan),
Bill & Theresa McKenna,
Chris Crenshaw, Dennis
& Terri Borsoczk, Judy
& Jeff Willett and Robert
& Linda Cravens.

At stake besides
bragging rights? A $500
contribution to the
mission named by the
winning church. FPC
and Hope are putting in
$250 each for the prize
money.

Watch this space for
results. Or, better yet,
join the contest on
Zoom. Look for the link
in the weekly church
email.

Psalms 96:11-13—
11”Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad;
let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 12Let the
fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let
all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 13Let all
creation rejoice before the LORD.”

As I am writing this, I am in the full splen-
dor of spring break. This morning, I woke
early, played vinyl records of old musicals
and drank delicious pour-over coffee.
Light was pouring in from the windows,
and  the kids came in one at a time to lay
on top of me, sleepy and thrilled with the
joy of no school. While Eric settled in for
work, the kids and I got dressed and took
off to the Crockett Falls trail, an almost
eight-mile hike around Lake Georgetown.

The terrain was rocky, and, in places,
confusing. We walked down a few paths
that turned out to go nowhere. We had
to double back, reminding ourselves not
to make the same mistake on our return.
We stopped along the way, mesmerized by

the gorgeous overlooks and the tiniest
flowers. The fields we crossed? Jubilant.
The forest was sighing. There were sections
where the kids complained, but we had our
dream in mind. We cheered each other on,
laughing as we tripped over stones and
exposed roots, the promise of a gorgeous
waterfall just around the corner.

In this new role at FPC, I feel myself
tripping over rocks, doubling back after
going down a path I was sure was right. I
keep hiking toward a promised waterfall
just around the corner, but God is at work
right now. His faithfulness pops up in the
beautiful insights from these youth, bol-
sters me with encouragement and wisdom
from our volunteers, humbles me with the
kindness and support of our parents.

Without a doubt, this was the longest
trail I’ve ever navigated with my kids. They
did an amazing job, and when we got to
the falls, they kicked off their shoes and
soaked themselves immediately. I didn’t
even have time to tell them not to. We ate

our snacks in the mud,
watched as birds flew
overhead. Dried out our
wet clothes in the hot
sun. God, as Anne La-
mott says, was showing
off. All of creation rejoiced
around us; we did, too.

This season has been
described as a wilderness
by so many. I have felt that
ache of David’s, “How
long, oh Lord?” But I am
moved to ask a harder
question, what Bobby
has been leading us to
wonder, “What gifts are
there in this wilderness?”
As we dream of the prom-
ise of a gorgeous water-
fall just ahead, may we
look around and appreci-

ate the roar of creation rejoicing all around
us right now. May we rejoice as well. Hal-
lelujah and hike on.

—Kelly Ann Seaman

Hikers Roscoe, Henry, Maggie & Kelly Ann
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Are you sitting at home with nothing to
do? Have you cleaned all the cupboards
and washed all the clothes? Organized
your closets multiple times and painted
that extra room you’ve been wanting to
tackle for the last five years?

Yeah, me neither! Though this past
year has given all of us time we never had
before, I for one am much happier curl-
ing up in my bed reading a good book
and escaping the mountain of work
around me. Sometimes, you just need to
get away from it all. That’s what a really
good book can do: make everything
around you disappear, if just for a little
while.

The book I’d like to tell you about is
one of the best. The Chronicles of Narnia by
C.S. Lewis. You can find it in the
children’s section of our church library.
What is so wonderful about this book is
it is actually seven books about the magi-
cal world of Narnia, the most famous of
which is The Lion, the Witch and the Ward-
robe. But did you know that isn’t where
the story of Narnia begins? The land of
Narnia was created well before Peter, Su-
san, Edmund and Lucy ever came to be,
and it all started with The Magician’s
Nephew.

As you read the books in chronologi-
cal order instead of popularity, you begin
to understand the whole of Narnia and
the great lion, Aslan. Your mind is filled
with the warmth of his breath and the
might of his paw. Just as Eden was cre-
ated from nothing, so Narnia is created
from nothing. All is perfect until evil is
introduced and you’re suddenly whisked
into a much bigger story. C.S. Lewis
works his magic in helping us understand
our creation story, our fall of man, and
our redemption story through the
thoughts, actions and consequences of
characters in each book.

One of my favorite quotes from Aslan
is, “Child, I am telling you your story, not
hers. No one is told any story but their
own.” There is so much to learn that we
have no time to be concerned with the sto-
ries of everyone else. What is important is
to stay on our path and realize that ev-
eryone is on their own faith journey.
While those paths may cross and inter-
sect with ours, it is our path that we must
focus on.

As the chronicles close in The Last Battle,
faith in Aslan is rewarded and book char-
acters are allowed to return to the place
they have so longed to stay in forever but
were never allowed to before. There is
mourning at the end of Narnia but great
rejoicing at the new land that is forever.
These chronicles are not just for children,
though these are books for children. We
are all children of God and all of us can
easily be swept along, finding sorrow in
our losses, joy in our triumphs and long-
ing for that place which our souls once
knew and yearn to know again. So, put
down that feather duster and grab this
book. The land of Narnia awaits!

FPC

S T A F F    B O O K
R E V I E W

Each month a staff member
weighs in on his or her
favorite things in our church
library. You can check out
books during church office
hours or contact us for other
times to access the library.

The Chronicles of Narnia, by C.S. Lewis
Reviewed by Christina Bondesen

To notify the
church office if:

Friends

An FPC mission
project helping
members with
routine home
maintenance.

Call the church
office to schedule

a visit from
one of the Friends

in Deed.

 You change your physical or mailing
address

 You change your email address or add
email

 You change your home or cell phone
number

 You add a new phone number

in Deed
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Surveyors
“Walk Worthy of Your Calling”
Through May 2
Phil Smith
Join this class for a seven-week interactive
Bible study on the book of Ephesians. The
focus will be on our identity and the rich
blessings that are ours “in Christ” and how
that should influence the way we live out
our faith.

Homebuilders
“Body & Soul: Reclaiming the Heidelberg
Catechism”
April 18 - May 23
Karen Jones
Homebuilders will take a closer look at one
of our confessions with a six-week DVD
series by theologian and pastor M. Craig
Barnes. Through this series, we’ll find how
this 450-year-old confession is a reliable
and inspiring companion in a world where
faith and doubt coexist. Join this class and
discover comfort in belonging, body and
soul, to the triune God. 

Homebuilders is a discussion-oriented
class for adults that covers topics in Chris-
tian living, scripture and church history.
Formed to meet the needs of adults in the
family-building stage of life, Homebuilders
welcomes all.

Join this group over Zoom
at noon on Wednesdays.
Contact Karen Rayburn for
the Zoom link.

Some Christians miss the
importance of the biblical
feasts, seeing them as
merely “Jewish” holidays,
but scripture says these are
the Feasts of the Lord that
God established for all
people for all time.

During this six-session,
DVD-based study and
Participation Guide, “Feasts
of the Bible,” you can
connect the Hebrew roots of
Christianity and the sym-
bolism that points to Jesus
Christ.

SundaySundaySundaySundaySundaySchoolSchoolSchoolSchoolSchool
9 : 3 0  A.  M.  O N   Z O O M

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
This Wednesday noon Bible
study continues its study of
the gospel of John. Contact
Ron Place to be added to the
participant list and receive
the Zoom link.

Ladies’ Lunch
Bible Study

For the Zoom links to these classes, con-
tact Jaime Cowan or watch for them in
the weekly church email.

Other
Educational

Opportunities

Crossroads
“Wired Word”
Patrick & Amanda Tolbert 
Crossroads is a class that aims to integrate
faith and life. With our minds and hearts
steeped in scripture, we pray our way
through today’s headlines. In our curricu-
lum, news pieces are interspersed with re-
flection questions and opportunity for dia-
logue and discernment.

Adult Elective
“Engaging Our Missions”
March 28: Meals on Wheels
April 11 & 18: Presbyterian Pan

American School
April 25 & May 2: Brookwood in

Georgetown (BiG)
We continue “Engaging Our Missions”
through May 2, in partnership with the
Mission Committee. We pray that it will
prove fruitful to host these conversations
between ourselves and our mission part-
ners who seek to give fuller expression to
our call to mission.

Join us for this series that highlights
several FPC-supported ministries and
gives us opportunity to deepen our engage-
ment with them. The classes will include
information, reflection and dialogue. Each
Sunday, we will be presented with oppor-
tunities to deepen our engagement with
these missions as we are led. Each minis-
try will have a representative here for at
least one Sunday to speak and answer our
questions.

Feel free to attend some or all of these
dates. If you are looking to deepen your
relationship with local ministries but don’t
feel a draw to a particular one, you might
choose to attend every Sunday. If you
think you might have a call to personally
engage with the mission of any of these
organizations or just want to learn more
about one of them, feel free to come for just
those weeks.

If you have questions, don’t hesitate to
reach out to either Stephanie Mettler or
Dawn Bookert. 
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LOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKING
BACKBACKBACKBACKBACK

throughthroughthroughthroughthrough     FirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWord

10 years: April 2011

The Youth Sunday School Class,
taught by Fred Hilgeman, Courtney
Root and Lael Winkstern, begins a
Lenten study, Take Up Your Cross and
Follow Me. Class members also get a
homework assignment: Each stu-
dent is given a tiny bag of money
and told to “Go Be the Light!”—to
help someone, a stranger or friend
in need, and share his or her mis-
sion story on Easter Sunday.
Congratulations are extended to
Corey and Liz Bailey on the birth of
their son, Jeremy Seth, and to Gray-
son and Maegan Kennedy on the
birth of their son, Hudson Timothy.
 Kathleen Wenzel, LOGOS Director,
announces a new class for 4th - 6th

grade boys on Wednesday evenings,
“Battles in the Bible,” taught by Phil
Bookert. The LOGOS Choir presents
its annual musical, “Old Testament
Fast Forward.”
 Youth enter an inner-church dodge-
ball tournament and have a junior
high lock-in on a Friday.
 A new audio/video enclosure in the
Fellowship Hall/Worship Center is
completed, the final phase in a series
of enhancements to the Fellowship
Hall. The Worship Committee ac-
knowledges the efforts of Robert
Bedford, Initial Design; Ron Weaver
and Timothy Roberts, Final Techni-
cal Design; and Sam Matthews,
Project Manager.
 On Easter Sunday, the congrega-
tion enjoys a breakfast at church:
“something new and a great time to
fellowship and enjoy this glorious
Easter day!”
 Pat Cobb, with the Williamson
County’s Emergency Communica-
tions Center, speaks at the Men’s
Christian Fellowship Dinner.
 Cindy Smith, with the Texas Na-
tional Guard Family Support Foun-
dation, is the Presbyterian Women’s
Spring Gathering speaker.
 Doug Bond leads the Cornerstone
Sunday School class on The Jesus I
Never Knew by Phillip Yancey.

25 years: April 1996

 The church’s annual brunch at
Southwestern University is held in
the Commons.
 The annual CROP Walk takes place
at Sun City, and Joe Porch asks for
volunteers to obtain pledges and
walkers for the 3K, 5K and 10K to
raise funds to feed the hungry.
 An Associate Pastor/Director of
Christian Education Nominating
Committee is named: Fred Hilgeman,
John McColly, Gary Nelon, Linda
Seals, Nadine Tanner and ef-officio
members Jerry Hammerlun and Pas-
tor Mike.
Women who baked bread for The
Caring Place Benefit Supper are
Eleanor Bond, Shirley Goneman,
Cathy Leloux, Joy Mansfield, Char-
lotte Newhouser, Frances Pearson
and Connie Wassink.
Marion Shell announces that Beth
McGee will review the book Mutant
Message Down Under by Marlow
Morgan at the Thursday Noon
Book Review.
 Appreciation is expressed to Ray,
Karen and Paul Rayburn for install-
ing a computer system in the Finan-
cial Secretary’s Office. The church
now has three networked comput-
ers.
 LOGOS/Youth News: Scott Bren-
nan wins the annual “spoon hang-
ing” contest. Director Cathy Ramsey
thanks Polly Nelon for “creation of
at least a million Boo-Boo Bunnies”
that the kids will sell to finance a trip
to Schlitterbaun. High school youth
hold a lock-in at the church and
make plans to participate in the
CROP Walk.

 Pastor Mike reports he has made
minor revisions to his two-year doc-
toral project at Austin Seminary and
once he turns it in, he is done and
will receive his degree!

50 years: April 1971

 From a financial report—Check
Book Balance as of 4/17/1971: $948.62,
with all benevolences paid thru Feb-
ruary and all other bills paid. Manse
debt balance: $13,320.82. Building
fund balance: $1,320.82.
 A congregational meeting is called
for Sunday, April 18, to authorize the
refinancing of the manse debt.
 The church welcomes new mem-
bers Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Stanfield
on transfer of their membership.
 Session and diaconate hold a joint
meeting following the Wednesday
Family Night Dinner.
 The Georgetown Community Eas-
ter Worship service takes place at 6:30
a.m. in the Community Building at
San Gabriel Park. The Easter offer-
ing is used by the Georgetown Min-
isterial Alliance in its work with
needy transients.
 The women of the church meet in
two circles, one on the first Tuesday
of the month at 9:30 a.m. and the
other on the second Wednesday at
7:30 p.m.
 Kitchen hostesses for April are Mrs.
E.L. (Virginia) Williams and Mrs.
D.R. (Joyce) Walden.
 An information sheet about the
church is attached to an April news-
letter giving basic information.
“Those who have been here some
time will like to refresh their memo-
ries. Others will probably be glad to
know a little more about what has
brought the church to this day and
time.”

From that sheet: “We have been
encouraged by the addition of quite
a number of mighty fine people and
families in recent years. This is part
of the reason for this sheet about our
church.”
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N

Opportunities to engage during April

F
P
C

Meredith Rodgers, FPC Childcare Coordinator,
and her husband, Kyle, load diapers from the
Diaper Drive held for her by the church as she is
expecting a baby girl in May.

 "Thank you so much
for the diapers and wipes.

This is a real blessing
for our family.

We are so grateful.
Thank you!"

—Meredith Rodgers

Our FPC kids, their
families and their leaders
continue to meet regu-
larly through Zoom,
and it has been a time to
build intergenerational
relationships and enjoy
each other’s virtual
company. We are also
continuing to learn
together through our
online bitmoji Sunday
School classroom. In
that classroom, we are
continuing our “Desert
People” series, which
focuses on people who
have had their lives
shaped by God through
time spent in the desert. 

We are very much
looking forward to FPC
Kids Sunday on April
11, during which our
children will lead us in
worship and reflection
during the 11 a.m.
worship livestream
service. 

Contact Stephanie if
you have questions
about children’s educa-
tion and fellowship
opportunities.

Hello, church family,
I have been so grateful to travel on this
journey with you in the last month.

First of all, I have cared for babies, but
what I didn’t know was that, according
to Google and WebMD, everything hav-
ing to do with newborns is apparently life-
threatening. It is good to know that I am
not alone as I navigate life with a new-
born!

More seriously, though, this month I
got to see our church family give gener-
ously, share vaccine information widely,
and renew the commitment to return faith-
fully to a life of worship together.

During April, we will continue to
deepen our engagement with the scrip-
tures, with each other and with our local
ministries. Please consider stopping in for
a Wednesday or two to have fellowship
with the men studying John’s Gospel or
the women in their Bible study who are
considering Jewish holy feasts. Dive deeply

with a Sunday School class—to discuss
faith and headlines with Crossroads, to
consider how to walk worthy of God’s call
on our lives with Surveyors, to take a fresh
look at the Heidelberg Catechism with
Homebuilders, and to engage more deeply
with our mission partners through the
Adult Elective class offering. There is no
better way to stretch our faith during a
time of isolation than to mark the seasons
and stories of our faith with each other!

As we look forward to what God will
do this year, please mark your calendars
for two dates:
 April 11—Our children will lead us in
worship this month. Please be present vir-
tually to meet God through this different
experience of being led by the voices and
examples of our youngest members.
 September 17-19—You don’t want to for-
get these dates because these will be our
ALL-CHURCH RETREAT dates if the creek
don’t rise! (Or, more commonly, “If the
Lord wills.”) Despite all of the chaos that
we are now still navigating, we are mov-
ing forward to plan our retreat. More de-
tails will be shared and registration opened
in the next few weeks.

I’m looking forward to another month
of growing as “church” with you all!

—Stephanie
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The congregation accepted the resigna-
tion of Rev. M.C. Hutton after 35 years as
pastor because of his “deteriorating
health.” He was elected Pastor Emeritus,
“without salary, for life, or so long as he
desires to occupy such honorary posi-
tion.” Rev. Hutton served from 1886 until
March 1921, making him our longest
serving pastor,
followed by Dr.
Michael A. Rob-
erts, who served
for 30 years, from
1988 to 2018, and
who was elected
Pastor Emeritus
in 2021.

100 years: 1921

Four Stated Supply pastors served the
southern Presbyterian church in
Georgetown from 1866 until August 1875.
There may have been more, but there’s a
gap in the records from 1867 to 1872.

Session records indicate some church
members had become dissatisfied with the
Southern Presbyterian General Assembly
and withdrew from it, the division believed
to have been caused entirely by “political
prejudices and animosities engendered by
the late war, the leaders in it being all
strong if not violent politicians of the Radi-
cal Republican stripe, and the most of those
who went with them sympathizing heart-
ily with them, though some simply acqui-
esced in order to keep peace at home,”
according to session records.

Starting with just six members, the
southern church managed to become the
long-term survivor of the two churches,
evolving into our present-day church.

150ish years: 1871

Parish Associate Larry Sunkel ponders
the meaning of Easter in his April 1996
newsletter column and smiled at this:

Two young boys wandered into the
office of a church on a Saturday morn-
ing. The pastor was finishing his Easter
sermon, and he was curious about them.

“Do you boys attend Sunday School
or go to a church anywhere?”

The older one spoke up, “Well, me and
my brother have gone to a Sunday School
a few times.”

The pastor went farther, “Did you learn
about the meaning of Christmas?”

Rev. M.C. Hutton

Church staff, January
2004:
Front, left to right: Penny
Unger (Leone), Chrissy
Creech and Jan Crumpton;
middle: Joan Kayser and
Phyllis Henderson; and
back: Jack Ware, Larry
Sunkel, Joy Bedford, Bill
Willis, Kim Pereira and Mike
Roberts.

—Photo from our
church history book

“Oh, sure,” said the older brother.
“That’s when we put up a Christmas tree
and Santa Claus brings us lots of presents.”

“Oh, my,” said the pastor. “Do you
know about Easter?”

“Sure mister,” piped up the younger
boy. “That’s when the Easter Bunny lays
eggs all over the yard for us to find.”

“You don’t know the real meaning of
Easter!” his brother exclaimed. “That’s
when Jesus came out of the tomb, saw his
shadow, went back in and we had six more
weeks of cold weather.”

Pondering the meaning of Easter and Christmas

Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert

Pastor
703 S. Church Street

Georgetown, TX 78626

Phone: 512-863-3381
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Flowers in Worship/
April

Sign up online
to provide flowers

Check out the virtual flower
calendar online to provide
flowers for worship in 2021!

There are still Sundays left
to choose from, so get your
slot now by visiting https://
www.signup genius. com/
go9040948aba62da4fe3  -
2021.

You can also indicate
online if you want your
arrangement to be re-gifted
for the church Flower
Ministry.

Once you are signed up,
contact either The Flower
Box or A Matter of Taste to
order your arrangement.

Be sure to give the florist
the date of Sunday worship.
Both florists have key code
access to our facilities.

Contact Christina Bonde-
sen if you have questions.

A P R I L
“When You See Faces of Grief

in the Neighborhood”
7 p.m. Monday, April 5

Speaker: The Rev. Dr. Ann Hagmann,
Retired Minister and Hospice Chaplain

Watch for the Zoom link
in the weekly church email

Ann’s talk will focus on the faces of grief
as a natural part of life, and she will touch
on loss by aging and death, the stages of
grief and grief wisdom. She will make time
for questions, and she asks participants to
have five pieces of paper and a pen on hand
during her Zoom presentation. Ann is a
retired Methodist minister and retired Hos-
pice Austin chaplain.

MA Y
“Sabbath Rest in the Neighborhood:

Hurry Up and Be Still!”
7 p.m. Monday, May 3

Speaker: Irene Lange, RN
Watch for the Zoom link

in the weekly church email

FRED
Talks

Faithfulness: Ready to
Explore and Discover

BIRTHDAYS
(continued from previous page)

Irene, a missionary for 45 years, is the FRED
Talk speaker for Monday, May 3. Her topic
will be “Sabbath Rest in the Neighbor-
hood: Hurry Up and Be Still!”

In what she calls an “adrenaline-driven
world,” Irene will talk about the biblical
meaning of the word “sabbath” as seen
through the scriptures, God’s view of Sab-
bath rest and how we go from 90 to 0 mph.

Irene and her late
husband Rick became
missionaries in 1976
and worked in Mexico,
Haiti and Kenya in
East Africa until they
returned to the U.S. in
2005 to care for his
mother who was ill
with Alzheimer’s. After
her husband’s death in

2010, Irene worked in England for two
years before her physical health caused her
to come home.

Irene is a Stephen’s Ministry leader in
Georgetown. For the past six years she has
provided member care and counseling to
Muslims in Houston through a mission
outreach. Locally she is a volunteer driver
for Faith in Action Georgetown. She also
works through Pure Desire Ministries to
counsel women whose husbands struggle
with sexual addiction.

25 Sarah Hammit
Ann Hindman

26 Ouida Henderson
Gayle Taylor

27 Bill Stanley
28 Zayden Gibson
30 Larry Burk

Sarah Ferguson
Phil Sharpnack

4 Easter Lilies
11 Marcia Sloma
18 Ron & Patsy Becker
25 Bill & Faith Baechtel

In-person worship
(continued from front page)

Also approved by session was a mo-
tion that the outdoor drive-in Easter ser-
vice would proceed regardless of the
COVID-19 phase we are in since members
can remain in their cars while participat-
ing in the service.

The ODTAP task force continues to
monitor the county’s COVID-19 metrics—
the test positivity rate and daily incidence
of COVID-19 cases. It has previously rec-
ommended that the church not return to
in-person worship until there are fewer
than 4 new COVID-19 cases per 100,000
population a day and less than a 3% test
positivity rate. However, recognizing the
desire of some to return to communal
gatherings, the task force recommended
that session vote on whether to allow
outdoor gatherings.

If a one-day spike in metrics prevents
the county from moving to Orange Phase,
it was also approved that a 14-day aver-
age of the metrics would be used to see if
the average metrics are within the Orange
(or better) Phase.

ODTAP (Open the Doors and There’s
All the People)—formed last May as a task
force of the Safety and Security Commit-
tee in response to the pandemic—makes
recommendations to session on how the
metrics it monitors affect our return to in-
person worship.

Recognizing that there is still a way to
go in this “wilderness season,” Pastor
Bobby said, “We are hopeful and excited
about the improving metrics in our
county and what that would mean for
fresh opportunities to enjoy the gift of in-
person, outdoor gatherings together.”
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s p o t l i g h t

New FPC
Librarians
Gail Butler

and
Demeree
Jackson

Gail Butler (left) and Demeree Jackson

They volunteered as new librarians
While the FPC Library hasn’t been fre-
quented much while the church office has
had limited hours, that doesn’t mean
things aren’t happening in the little room
with wall-to-wall shelves of books.

On March 1, Librarian Monica Koenig
(who is also staff Organist and Pianist)
stepped down as librarian after holding
the position since early 2017. Two church
members volunteered in March to share
the job: Demeree Jackson, who joined the
church with her family in 1987, and Gail
Butler, who has been here five years. The
two women look forward to getting bet-
ter acquainted, working together and
separately in the library, and celebrating
all of the past volunteer librarians. They
want to keep the library as inviting and
user-friendly as possible.

One of their goals will be continuing—
and hopefully completing sometime in the
future—a major project undertaken by
Monica during her tenure: creating an
online catalog, or “an electronic biblio-
graphic database” that describes the
books and periodicals in our library—a

database that could be accessed by the con-
gregation online. When the project is
completed, our congregation members
could look for a book in our library much
the same way they would go online to
see if the Georgetown Public Library has
a book or video. Many churches have al-
ready gone this route, doing away with
or supplementing multiple drawers of
printed card catalogs.

"Stephanie Mettler, Christian Education
Director, started helping Monica last fall
create individual online catalog entries for
each book in the library." It’s a time-in-
tensive project since it means searching
the internet (such as the Library of Con-
gress and other libraries) and download-
ing complete catalog records for each book
on the church library shelves. If a record
can’t be located, the information about a
book is entered manually into the data-
base. Once the digital catalog is created,
users can search much as they would in a
card catalog drawer: by author, title, sub-
ject heading or other “tag” words.

I am incredibly grate-
ful that Monica has

been so thoughtful and
forward-looking with

our library. She really
has a heart for seeing

that it is used and used
often by our member-
ship. She has always

been mindful of
finding books that

interest and connect
with readers of all

ages. Her leadership
in getting the library
started on a catalog

online has been a
major undertaking—

and one that will
benefit congregants of

every age when
it is completed.

—Pastor Bobby

‘‘

‘‘
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1 Jeremy & Alicia Gambell
2 Bob & Joan Lutz

Roger & Suzy Taylor
3 Lee & Amanda McIntosh
7 Ken & Marilyn Peters
12 Shawn Levsen & Adrianne

Brandt
19 Chris & Tricia Osborne
21 Bill & Faith Baechtel
23 Bill & Margaret Shirley
24 David & Carol Siekmeier

1 Charles Brainard
2 Seth Basey
3 Johnny Decker
4 Joan Dudding

Juliette Stenborg
5 Eric Seaman
6 Lea Ann Hutton
7 Vivian Leloux

Elizabeth McFarling
9 Cynthia Guidici

Melissa Pilcher
10 Shirley Galloway
11 Terri Boroczk

Joyce Porch
Kasyn Walden

12 Cindee Molenda
13 Kaye Bishop

Carol Holmes
Steve Schellenberg

15 Joey Mikel
16 Dennis Hilgeman

Megan Perkins
17 Jeremy Gambell

Meghan Molenda
Joan Shrader

19 Bill Hinds
Cathy Hubbard
Peggy Taylor

20 Patricia Alexander
21 Rebekah Pilcher
22 Cindy Bausch

Bruce Sorenson
Nelson Stubblefield

23 Roger Nelson
Cathy Shirley
Dean Taylor
Rachel Taylor

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church

ANNIVERSARIES

Among Our People

BIRTHDAYS

(continued on next page)

In the hospital last month: Lou Brown,
Shirley Galloway and G-Ann Martin.

Thank you: I would like to personally thank
all who have been led to contribute time and
talents beyond your regular tithes after reading
my recent letter to the congregation. I had felt
for a number of days prior that God was call-
ing me to speak as the weight of being apart for
an entire year loomed on the horizon, and I am
truly humbled and honored that through me,
the Holy Spirit worked to strengthen our bonds
during this long and wandering journey through
the wilderness. Your generosity and willingness
to say, “Here I am, Lord. Use me,” is a true
testament to God’s hand at work in this broken
world. I am so honored that I get to be a part of
this wonderful family of God. Thank you!

—Christina Bondesen

Our sympathy: To Tim Smith & Becky
Hesson-Smith on the death of Becky’s fa-
ther, Joseph Hesson, March 10. Services
were held March 18 in Georgetown.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s

nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt. Mat-
thew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann Kai-
ser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne Smith’s
son-in-law; Tech.Sgt. Robert McClanahan,
grandson of Minta McIntosh and nephew
of Lee McIntosh; Lt.Col. Mike Pratt, Jeff
Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st Class Paul Ray-
burn; Nicholas Stamos, Larry & Helen
Burk’s grandson; and Christian Winckel,
grandson of Sandy Hayes.

Actual
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - February 2021

General Operating Fund

Income
Pledges $234,473 $817,850 29%
Other $13,144 $101,600 13%
TOTAL $247,617 $919,450 27%
    
Expenses
Validated Mission $11,362 $56,029 20%
Local/Other Mission $1,075 $26,241 4 %
Ministry of the Word $22,333 $148,468 15%
Program/Support Staff $62,758 $402,975 16%
Christian Education $2,500 $37,950 7 %
Music and Worship $5,773 $21,100 27%
Evangelism/Care $246 $13,365 2 %
Property $16,546 $100,100 17%
Stewardship/Finance $2,661 $19,000 14%
Other Oper Expenses $3,073 $79,395 4 %
Debt Retirement $16,259 $97,548 17%
TOTAL $144,586 $1,002,171 14%
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Monica Koenig, Librarian, 2017-21
In addition to being FPC Organist
and Pianist, in 2017 Monica volun-
teered to be FPC’s librarian.

She began creating a digital cata-
log of the library, a project to be con-
tinued by Demeree and Gail (see story
on previous page).

Over hundreds of years, a library
catalog has taken several forms, but
the card catalog is probably the type
most people were familiar with
growing up: there in a library, the
cabinets of drawers with little white
cards filed in alphabetical order by
author, title, subject or call number,

detailing what the library
had on its shelves. We used
that card catalog to locate a
book on the shelf or to see if
the library had a book. FPC’s
Library has a card catalog.

Nowadays, those library
cabinets with small printed
catalog cards are being re-
placed or supplemented by
online catalogs, the newest
type of electronic library cata-
log database and the most
flexible. The online catalog of-
fers the same information as
a print catalog but can be
flipped through with a swipe
or a click on a smartphone or

computer. An online library data-
base can be searched remotely, and
the user can retrieve information in
a variety of ways.

Sometime in the future, FPC’s
Library will be accessible online, and
we have Monica to thank for initi-
ating it! 

The Children’s Library, established by Monica, is located across from the library.

Why they volunteered
“I can’t imagine a whole lot of hap-
pier places to be than in a room full
of books,” Demeree said. “I miss be-
ing at church so this seems like a
win-win for me. I am beyond thank-
ful that our library suffered no wa-
ter damage during the recent weather/
sprinkler system turmoil. I know
that our little library has been a ha-
ven for me many, many times over
the years when I just needed a quiet
place to be.”

Being relatively new to FPC, Gail
said she doesn’t know much about
the library. “I don’t think I’ve ever
used it—my mistake!” She volun-
teered for the role, she said, because
“FPC has done so much for all of us,
and I’d like to give back. I miss our
in-person community, and this is
one way to help us get back to ‘nor-
mal.’” Gail served as a deacon on the
Ushers and Greeters Committee from
2018 to 2020 and is a member of the
Surveyors Sunday School class and
Martha Circle. 

Demeree has been a LOGOS table
parent, cook team member and board
member. She has served as an elder
on the Education and Nurture Com-
mittee and taught Sunday School
from kindergarten-6th grade during
“most of my 30’s.” She was also on
the Pastor Nominating Committee
in 2018-19 and is a member of Eliza-
beth circle.

When Monica submitted her res-
ignation as librarian, the volunteer
position was advertised like this: “If
you’re interested in volunteering
with the FPC Library, we would like
to talk with you! In other words, if
your dream is to be like Belle in the
Beast’s castle library, talk to Steph-
anie Mettler about how to make
your dream come true. Some com-
puter/organizational skills are pre-
ferred.”

Monica created the Children’s
Library space in the hallway across
from the library, under the stair-
way—a space that she herself would
like to see updated, Demeree said.

Gail admits she’s always loved
reading, “mainly fiction, mystery
and British writers.  I’ve just started
into science fiction to better connect
with my granddaughter. We share
books that we find and mail them
back and forth.”

Stay tuned for more information
about Gail’s and Demeree’s goals and
activities for the FPC Library.

—Marty Curtis

"The only thing that you absolutely
have to know is the location of the
library." —Albert Einstein

"Everything you need for a better
future and success has already been
written. And guess what? All you
have to do is go to the library."

 —Henri Frederic Amiel

“The library is the temple of learn-
ing, and learning has liberated more
people than all the wars in history.”

—Carl T. Rowan

See next page for more
about FPC’s former librarians.
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FIRSTWORD

A P R I L    W O R S H I P

Holy Week
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert preaching

*Denotes livestream service

March 28: “A Tale of Two Hugs”
Palm Sunday
8:30 a.m., Presbyterian Cemetery
*11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29; Mark 11:1-11

*April 1:
Maundy Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Communion
Scripture: Psalm 116:6-9, 12-14;

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

*April 2:
Good Friday, 12 noon
Scripture: Isaiah 52:13–53:12; John 18:1-12

April 4: “The Full Crescendo”
Easter Sunday
Communion
*8:30 a.m.
11 a.m., GHS parking lot in front of the PAC
Scripture: Isaiah 25:6-9;

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

*April 11: FPC Kids Sunday
11 a.m.
Scripture: Romans 8:35, 37-39; John 20:19-29

*April 18: “The Most Important Piece of
Furniture”
11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 4; Luke 24:36b-48

*April 25: “1546 Miles…Deep”
11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 23; John 10:11-18

EasterGood
Friday

By a vote of session at a called meeting
March 9, FPC can now have outdoor wor-
ship services, activities and other gather-
ings while Williamson County is in
Orange Phase or better, following safety
guidelines approved by the ODTAP task
force. Those guidelines include, among
other things, the wearing of masks, social
distancing, the use of hand sanitizer and
no in-person choral singing as part of
worship.

Session has opened the door to sched-
uling an in-person, outdoor service at 8:30
a.m. on Palm Sunday at the Presbyterian
Cemetery and an 11 a.m. Easter Sunday
drive-in service in a Georgetown High
School parking lot. These are in addition
to live-tream services each Sunday.

At the time of the session vote, the
county was in Red Phase, or highest alert,
but dropped back into Orange on March
19. Even if that move hadn’t happened, out-
door gatherings are now approved by ses-
sion, but following ODTAP safety guidelines.

(continued on page 3)
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Jean Biggs, 2000-12
Elaine Eddings, 2012-17
The late Jean Biggs, retired college
and school librarian, served for 13
years and remained a consultant
when she passed the torch to Elaine
Eddings, who worked part time at
the Salado Public Library and was
retired from the Financial Aid Office
at the University of Texas at San
Antonio.

Elaine took a TV tray from a
church office and arranged her first
book display outside the library, in
a high-traffic hallway. The rotating
displays spotlighted books, seasonal
and holiday themes and church
events. The TV tray was replaced by
a small book cabinet.

When former Pastor Mike Rob-
erts asked Jean to take charge of the
library in 2000, she was faced with
seemingly insurmountable tasks.
She had to unpack cartons of library
books that had been stored while the
library and that part of the church
were being renovated. The library

books had been packed without re-
gard to classification, which ham-
pered reorganizing the collection.
Jean asked Mike for a computer and
library automation software. Over
the next three years, most of the
books were cataloged using the new
software. Jean said in a May 2013
FirstWord article that the number of
cataloged books had about doubled.

Also in that FirstWord feature,
Pastor Mike praised the efforts of Jean
as librarian: “In our renovation in
1998, we gave the library a central
place in our facility with windows

and a french door to welcome read-
ers and researchers. We purchased
new bookcases, a computer and hun-
dreds of dollars of new books. But
the library itself needed significant
work for it to be of use for our con-
gregation. Jean took on the momen-
tous role of church librarian. She
recatalogued every existing book,
processed all the new books, and ar-
ranged them on the shelves.”

Elaine wrote a weekly FirstWord
column and scheduled children’s
Sunday School classes to come to the
library for an introduction. She had
patrons help with a quilt. And there
were also a wildlife photography
contest, book reviews, and Nana’s
Time Out on Wednesday afternoon.

In her March 2017 FirstWord li-
brary column, Elaine announced
that she was resigning and moving
to Colorado. “As a result, there are
good changes coming in the library,
beginning with the new librarian,
Monica Koenig, who has graciously
and happily accepted this mission.”

Former librarians

The late Jean Biggs (left) and Elaine
Eddings. (from May 2013 FirstWord)

THURSDAY

1
7:30pm Maundy

Thursday
Worship

8

15
10:30am Virtual

 Senior
 Seminar

22

29

FRIDAY

2
Church Office Closed
12:00pm Good Friday

Worship

9
PW Mission Presby-
tery Spring Gathering
(also meets Saturday
morning, the 10th)

16

23

30

SUNDAY

28
Palm Sunday
One Great Hour of Sharing
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am  Worship at Cemetery
11:00am Livestream Worship

4
Easter Sunday
Communion
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Livestream Worship
11:00am Drive-in Service

11
FPC Kids Sunday
11:00am Livestream Worship

18
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

25
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
11:00am Livestream Worship

WEDNESDAY

31
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

7
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/ Pastor

14
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

21
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor
10:00am Martha Circle
10:00am Rachel Circle
11:00am Hannah-Esther Circle

28
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

TUESDAY

30
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

6
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:00pm ODTAP Meeting
6:30pm Elizabeth Circle

13
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:30pm Committees

20
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Diaconate

27
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session

MONDAY

29

5
Church Office
Closed
7:00pm FRED Talk

12

19

26
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