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What does FPC
member Adrianne
Brandt have to do
with ERCOT and
the Public Utility
Commission of

Texas?
See page 10.

Together again, in person, in May
After more than a year in the throes
of a COVID-19 pandemic, FPC will
return to worship services in the
church building on Sunday, May 9.
This follows an outdoor Easter ser-
vice and three planned services at
Presbyterian Cemetery in April and
on May 2. Only one indoor service
has been held since March 15, 2020,
when we began livestreaming wor-
ship after stay-at-home quarantines
were imposed in the county to stem
the spread of the virus.

Beginning May 9, there will be an
in-person 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. ser-
vice at church in addition to the
usual service on YouTube at 11. The
livestream service will continue each
Sunday after we return to in-person
worship.

It is anticipated that damage to
Fellowship Hall caused by the Feb-
ruary storm will be repaired and the
hall will be ready for use by May 9.
The adjoining hallways and class-
rooms may take longer to repair and
be accessible.

Session in April approved the
purchase of seven air purifiers (five
for Fellowship Hall and two for the
Sanctuary), recommended by Prop-
erty Committee to improve air qual-
ity in the worship spaces and reduce
the risk of spreading COVID-19.

The Safety and Security Commit-
tee, chaired by Cliff Snyder, will rec-
ommend safety protocols as we
return to in-person gatherings. The
committee assumed responsibility for
this from its ODTAP task force,
which was dissolved in March.
Watch for updates on the safety pro-
tocols and what to expect when we
return to the church facility. 

A survey of the congregation in
March, to which 158 responded, is
helping guide the return to in-
person worship. As of March 29, 61%
said they are fully vaccinated; an-
other 25% have one of two shots; 9%
plan to be vaccinated; and 1% do not
intend to get the vaccine. As of March
29, 53% said they are comfortable re-
turning to in-person, in-building

worship (with safety precautions);
24% have some reservations; and 18%
are not ready.

The Safety and Security Commit-
tee is also looking at when church
ministries, groups and classes can re-
sume use of other spaces, including
the Education Building, as well as
protocols for use of those spaces. By
newsletter deadline, some rooms
were not ready for use as repairs con-
tinued following the water damage.
However, there are some spaces not
affected by repairs, such as upstairs
rooms near the Sanctuary and rooms
in the Education Building.

“We are excited to be in this sea-
son of transition where we can en-

(continued on page 13)
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Pastor Bobby summed up First Presbyterian Church’s

April 4 outdoor Easter service experience: "We got

sun, and rain, and wind, and planes, and birds...and

Jesus!"

MAMAMAMAMAYYYYY

Nancy Stamler (left) and daughter Esther Stamler look through the
bulletin for the service.

SUNDAY

25
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
4th Sunday of Easter
8:30am Worship at Cemetery
11:00am Livestream Worship

2
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
5th Sunday of Easter
Communion
8:30am Worship at Cemetery
11:00am Livestream Worship

9
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
6th Sunday of Easter
8:30am Sanctuary
11:00am WCFH & Livestream Worship

16
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
7th Sunday of Easter
PW Board Installation
8:30am Sanctuary
11:00am WCFH & Livestream Worship

23
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Pentecost Sunday
High School Graduate Recognition
8:30am Sanctuary
11:00am WCFH & Livestream Worship

30
Philip Smith on vacation thru 6/3
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Trinity Sunday
8:30am Sanctuary
11:00am WCFH & Livestream Worship

MONDAY

26
8:30–noon Office Open

3
8:30-noon Office Open
11:00am PW Board
12:30pm Stephen

Leaders
700pm FRED Talk

10
8:30-noon Office Open
10:00am Sarah-Ruth

Circle

17
8:30-noon Office Open

24
8:30-noon Office Open

31
Memorial Day
Office Closed

FRIDAY

30
8:30-noon Office Open

7
8:30-noon Office Open

14
8:30-noon Office Open

21
8:30-noon Office Open

28
Jaime Cowan on
vacation thru 6/5
8:30-noon Office Open

4
8:30-noon Office Open

THURSDAY

29
8:30-noon Office Open

6
8:30-noon Office Open

13
8:30-noon Office Open

20
8:30-noon Office Open
10:00am Virtual

Senior
Seminar

27
8:30-noon Office Open

3
8:30-noon Office Open

WEDNESDAY

28
8:30-noon Office Open
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

5
8:30-noon Office Open
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

12
8:30-noon Office Open
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor
1:00pm Lydia Circle

19
8:30-noon Office Open
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor
10:00am Martha Circle
10:00am Rachel Circle
11:00am Hannah-Esther Circle

26
8:30-noon Office Open
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

2
8:30-noon Office Open
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

TUESDAY

27
8:30-noon Office Open
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session

4
8:30-noon Office Open
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:30pm Elizabeth Circle

11
8:30-noon Office Open
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:30pm Committee Meetings

18
8:30-noon Office Open
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:30pm Newsletter Deadline

25
8:30-noon Office Open
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session Meeting

1
8:30-noon Office Open
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

SATURDAY
15
Christina Bondesen on vacation thru 5/31

Have you been keeping a journal or
occasionally writing down your
thoughts, aspirations, hopes and
dreams, prayers or activities during
this past year while we’ve been in a
life-altering global pandemic? Many
people have: everyday folks, journ-
alers, bloggers, pastors, writers, stu-
dents and even Presbyterians. Here’s
your opportunity if you haven’t
been.

Pastor Bobby announced that he
will lead a weekly, 90-minute class
that begins at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday,

June 2, and runs for five weeks,
through June 30, with the location
to be announced later. “Growing in
Grace: A Writing Class for Writers,
Non-Writers and Everyone In-
Between” is for all interested persons.
It begins as virtual coffee with Bobby
winds down at the end of May.

Bobby invites you to join him in
capturing the memories and mo-
ments of this past year. “That we have
been through a lot this past year is
an understatement! And the farther

Writing class with Pastor Bobby

(continued on page 8)
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5 Walt & Sue Juncker
Roger & Cindee Molenda

6 Joey & Amber Cessac
10 Chris & Sarah Crenshaw
12 Jerry & Mary Ann Fine

Morgan & Ashlin Miller
13 Keith & Cathy Tucker
16 Andrew & Kendall Guinn

Tom Yantis & Mary Mitchem
19 Erick & Aimee Stenborg
21 Tim & Angie Harris
24 Steve & Teresa Wilson
25 Mike & Larian Carson

Lyndy & Haley Watkins
27 Brian Hall & Lynn Azuma

Bobby & Haley Weisbrod
30 Thom & Cindy Bausch
31 Rob & Cathy Fullinwider

Robert & Anne Gowdy
Gene & Carolyn Gregory

2 Florence Gould
Will Koenig
Liz Weaver

3 Tim Kennedy
Olive Ozanus
James Red

4 Larry Buchanan
Delaney Leloux
Tom Yantis

5 Karen Jones
Johnnie Kovar
Penny Leone

6 Lindsey Kozak
Jeffrey Stump

7 Robby Bedford
8 Fran Lovejoy
9 Cassandra Syler

Jennifer Whitehead
10 Susan Isenhour
12 Beverly Dennis
14 Mona Andersen

Luke Hulsey
Mason Rayburn

15 Alaina Guthrie
17 Kitty Bristow
18 Robert Bedford

Rod Burke
Sandie Kienitz

19 Jack Schmalstieg
20 Cherril Lemmink
22 Josef Bookert
23 Vivienne Hammit

Aaron Kozak
Betty Anne Poe

24 Reece Cowan
Richard Jenny
Jacob Wenzel

25 Karen Rayburn
Timothy Roberts

26 Nelson Barrett
Ann Pearson
Sterling Root

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church

ANNIVERSARIES

Among Our People

BIRTHDAYS

(continued on next page)

2021 All-Church Retreat
September 17 - 19

Mo-Ranch (Hunt, Tx)

Retreat Leader: Dr. Cynthia L. Rigby
The W.C. Brown Professor of Theology

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary

 Contact Stephanie Mettler
if you have questions.
Visit www.moranch.com

for information on the conference center.

Actual
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - March 2021

General Operating Fund

Income
 Pledges $322,204 $817,850 39%
 Other $48,355 $101,600 48%
 TOTAL $370,559 $919,450 40%
    
Expenses
 Validated Mission $17,362 $56,029 31%
 Local/Other Mission $9,525 $26,241 36%
 Ministry of the Word $35,842 $148,468 24%
 Program/Support Staff $91,355 $402,975 23%
 Christian Education $3,083 $37,950 8%
 Music and Worship $5,977 $21,100 28%
 Evangelism/Care $346 $13,365 3%
 Property $26,853 $100,100 27%
 Stewardship/Finance $4,038 $19,000 21%
 Other Oper Expenses $7,490 $79,395 9%
 Debt Retirement $24,388 $97,548 25%
 TOTAL $226,259 $1,002,171 23%

In the hospital last month: Glen Kaiser
(surgery 4/12), Dana Hall (surgery 4/13),
G-Ann Martin and David Siekmeier
(surgery 4/12).

Our sympathy to Bob & Jeanine Albers
on the death of Bob’s brother, Don Albers,
March 9 in Wichita, Kansas. Services were
held March 13 in Conroe.

Congratulations to:
 Nic & Sami Leloux on the birth of their
son, Henry Raymond Leloux, March 23
in Delaware. Proud grandparents are
Conley & Cathy Leloux.
 Larry & Helen Burk on the births of
two great-grandchildren: Kyler Jace Bra-
bandt, February 19, and Bellemy Rain
Piskorik, March 29.
 Adrianne Brandt, who was named by
the Public Utility Commission of Texas as
the agency’s new Director of ERCOT, Inc.
Accountability and charged with enhanc-
ing oversight of the grid operator and
market manager.
 Ann Kaiser, who received the Ambassa-
dor of Year Award in March from the
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce. The
award is given to an ambassador who
goes above and beyond for a small busi-
ness in Georgetown for a year.

In memoriam: A memorial service, offici-
ated by Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert, was
held—
 April 26 for Ouida Henderson in the
Sanctuary. Ouida passed away April 21.
She was a member from 1947-52, 1961-86
and 1995 to present.
 April 22 for Howard Dudding at the
Central Texas Veteran’s Cemetery. Howard
passed away in May 2020 and had been a
member since October 1999.
 April 12 for Ralph Gibson at Ramsey Fu-
neral Home. Ralph passed away March 27
and had been a member since April 2008.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-

mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIntosh
and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col. Mike
Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st Class
Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos, Larry &
Helen Burk’s grandson; and Christian
Winckel, grandson of Sandy Hayes.
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Easter 2021
(during COVID)

The Georgetown High
School parking lot
was the scene of an
outdoor FPC Easter
service April 4. Left:
Liturgist Christina
Bondesen and Pastor
Bobby Hulme-Lippert
wait the start of the
service. Below, Philip
Smith, Music and
Worship Director, is
soloist for the service.

The traditional “Flower
Cross” at Easter made its
way to the parking lot that
Sunday to be adorned with
flowers then moved to the
church lawn. Top: Joey
Mikel, and bottom: Tricia,
Ema and Connor Osborne.
Right, Pastor Bobby leads
those present in partici-
pating in communion at
the service.

More photos on back page.

As is our tradition
at Easter, lilies
again adorned

our two worship
spaces, in the

Sanctuary and
in the GHS
parking lot.

Easter photos by Natalie Hubbard

Register at fpcgeorgetown.org/acr

The retreat is back after we
missed being together last year!

New Normal”
“Shaping the

To notify

the church

office if:

 You change your
physical or mailing
address

 You change your email
address or add email

 You change your home
or cell phone number

 You add a new phone
number

Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert

Pastor
703 S. Church Street

Georgetown, TX 78626

Phone: 512-863-3381

published monthly by

FIRSTWORD

Email:
churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org
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Flowers in Worship/
May

Sign up online
to provide flowers

Check out the virtual flower
calendar online to provide
flowers for worship in 2021!

There are still Sundays left
to choose from, so reserve
your slot now. Contact
Christina Bondesen for a
link to the sign-up page.

You can also indicate
online if you want your
arrangement to be re-gifted
for the church Flower
Ministry.

Once you are signed up,
contact either The Flower
Box or A Matter of Taste to
order your arrangement.

Be sure to give the florist
the date of Sunday worship.
Both florists have key code
access to our facilities.

Contact Christina if you
have questions.

BIRTHDAYS
(continued from previous page)

Speaker Irene Lange, RN, was a mission-
ary for 45 years. In what she calls an
“adrenaline-driven world,” Irene will talk
about the biblical meaning of the word
“sabbath” as seen through the scriptures,
God’s view of Sabbath rest and how we
go from 90 to 0 mph.

Irene and her late
husband Rick served
in Mexico, Haiti and
Kenya. After his death,
she worked in England
for two years before her
physical health caused
her to come home.

A Stephen Ministry
leader in Georgetown,
for the past six years Irene also has pro-
vided member care and counseling to Mus-
lims in Houston through a mission
outreach. Locally she is a volunteer driver
for Faith in Action Georgetown.

M A Y   W O R S H I P

Watch for the Zoom link
in the weekly church email

“Sabbath Rest in the

Neighborhood:

Hurry Up and Be Still!”

7 p.m. Monday, May 3

For more info and to RSVP, go to
http://eepurl.com/hv1xlX.

Come eat and visit on the Sunday before
we return to in-person worship! The Fel-
lowship Committee asks each individual
or family to bring their own food, drink,
utensils and paper products. Parking is lim-
ited, so carpooling is recommended. You
can arrive and begin eating as early as you
want, but a prayer for lunch will be said
at 12:20 p.m. Sunday’s livestream service
that day will end a few minutes before noon
so you have time to get to the park. Look
for more info in the weekly church email
prior to that Sunday!

ALL-CHURCH PICNIC
Sunday, May 2    12 noon - 2 p.m.

Berry Springs Park (Tonkawa Pavilion)
27 Eden Cessac

Noelle Cessac
Nancy Dudley

28 Kyle Chapman
David Lee Hulsey
Barb Johnston
Chester Kozak
Tim Kubatzky

29 Ann Kaiser
Henry Koenig

30 Edna Malone
Ron Place

31 Maggie Stenborg

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching all month
*Denotes livestream service

May 2: “Why Everybody Wants a
Wedding on the Farm”
Communion
8:30 a.m., Presbyterian Cemetery
*11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 22:25-31; John 15:1-8

May 9: “The Urgent Gift that Quakers
Provide”
Mother’s Day/In-person worship begins
8:30 a.m. and *11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 98; John 15:9-17

May 16:
PW Board Installation
8:30 a.m. and *11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 1; John 17:6-19

May 23: “First Fruits”
High School Graduate Recognition
8:30 a.m. and *11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b;

Romans 8:22-27

May 30: “The Sacred Gift”
8:30 a.m. and *11 a.m.
Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8; Romans 8:12-17

FRED
Talks

2 Bridget Chapman
9 Mark & Ruth DeRuyter
16 George & Linette Harwell
23 Ray & Karen Rayburn
30 Bridget Chapman

An FPC mission project helping
members with routine

home maintenance.
Call the church office

to schedule a visit from one
of the Friends in Deed.

Friends
in Deed
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LOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKING
BACKBACKBACKBACKBACK
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10 years: May 2011

 Youth hold a Parents’ Night Out
fundraiser May 11, entertaining chil-
dren 4 years to 5th grade, with pro-
ceeds going toward the cost of youth
summer trips, including a senior
high trip for a week in San Antonio
serving the homeless and working
with Habitat for Humanity.
 “Saints Alive!  Living Generously”
is announced as the 2012 Steward-
ship Campaign theme.
 Congratulations to high school
seniors graduating May 27: Rachel
Aldrich, Robby Bedford, Rowan
Guidici, Preston McFarlin and
Dalton Thomas. Rowan invites his
church family to a Senior Recital on
Sunday, May 8 (Mother’s Day).
 Registration begins May 15 for
Camp BLAST (Best Little Adventure
of the Summer Time) in August.
 Sam Matthews leads an Adult Elec-
tive Sunday School class on “Rac-
ing with Jeremiah: The Quest for Life
at Its Best.”
 Penny Leone highlights FPC’s
“hidden ministry,” the Care Minis-
try, with much going on “behind the
scenes” and asking for volunteers as
people drive fellow members to ap-
pointments; take meals and food to
the sick, bereaved and stressed; send
care cards; and offer a listening ear.
Members of the 2011 Confirmation
Class taught by Pastor Mike and Joy
Bedford appear in a photo: Cade
Basey, Shelby Brainard, Dean Tay-
lor, Caitlin Knight, Rachel Taylor,
Jacob Wenzel, Elijah Folsom, Robby
Isenhour, Rachel Bondesen, Tori
Schmalstieg and Tanner Walden.
 The Caring Place begins a 7,000-
square-foot expansion, with more
space for client services (doubling the
number served daily), the food pan-
try, food storage warehouse and the
thrift store.
Mission sewing members delivered
pillows to residents at a local nurs-
ing home and afghans for eight
graduating seniors at Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and Services. 

 In LOGOS news, the much antici-
pated Cup Stomp competition re-
sulted in a new champion, Hope
Smith.
 A petting zoo that visited Noah’s
Ark brought baby bunnies, duck-
lings, goats, kittens and chickens to
the large playground.
Morris Fisher announces an ACTs
adventure, a train ride on the Hill
Country Flyer from Cedar Park and
traveling west to Burnet. (ACTs
stands for Adult Christian Trea-
sures.)
 New PW Board officers installed
are Carol Siekmeier, Moderator; Judy
Thomson, Vice Moderator; Becky
Hesson-Smith, Secretary; and Carala
Carver, Treasurer.
 A baccalaureate service and recep-
tion are held Sunday afternoon May
5 in Fellowship Hall for Richarte
High School, a mission project of the
Presbyterian Women Fellowship.

25 years: May 1996

 Mrs. Tom Purl, president of the
Women of the Church, announces a
special meeting of all women follow-
ing the Wednesday Night Supper to
take care of several items of business.
 The Wednesday Night Supper is the
last until the annual ice cream sup-
per the first Wednesday in August.
 July 15-31 is approved for Pastor
Warren Hall’s vacation. Rev. Andrew
Byers will fill in. “In case of need,
the pastor can be reached through
the clerk of session, Frank Faris.”
 W.L. (Duck) Walden and C.A.
(Charles) Forbes are approved to rep-
resent session at the summer John
Knox Presbytery meeting.
 It is announced that the Synod of
Texas meeting will be held at Trinity
University in June, “a joint meeting
with the Presbyterian Church,
UPUSA.”

50 years: May 1971

 The congregation celebrates Pastor
Mike’s achievement—a Doctor of
Ministry degree from Austin Semi-
nary—with a continental breakfast
buffet and reception during the Sun-
day School hour May 26.
 Among Session highlights:

Mission Committee reports the
congregation gave $2,251 to the One
Great Hour of Sharing offering, the
largest gift ever.

Worship Committee reports fur-
ther work toward the goal of hav-
ing a handbell choir by year’s end.
 Cindy Roberts leads an Adult Elec-
tive video series, “1-2-3 Magic: Effec-
tive Discipline for Children 3 - 12.”

 Cathy Ramsey, Pastor Mike, Nancy
Eckert, Linda Seals, Lloyd Laas and
Joy Bedford visited First Pres in
Kingwood to observe the LOGOS
program there, where Cathy and
husband David were once part of
that program’s roots.
 The youth’s Wednesday Night Live
group announced registration for
the summer camp “Fun in the Son”
on South Padre Island.
 Dr. Fred Hilgeman, Southwestern
University chemistry professor,
speaks at the Men’s Christian Fellow-
ship. “His topic is unknown so come
and be surprised. You might hear
baseball umpiring stories.”
 Jonathan Roberts and Lacey Unger
were among LOGOS choir members
receiving perfect attendance awards.
 The music of George Biggs was pre-
sented in concert at Southwestern
University featuring the FPC choir
and other soloists.
 The church ministries of Lenice
Smithwich and Cathy Ramsey are
recognized by the congregation at
the annual church barbecue in San
Gabriel Park.
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N

Dates and updates for FPC Education

F
P
C

Hello, church family,
April has been a rich month. We have

taken steps toward worshiping in person
regularly. Our children have truly led us
in worship during FPC Kids Sunday. We
have celebrated the story and triumph of
Jesus’s life during Holy Week. We have
gathered in a parking lot with Porta Pot-
ties to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus,
because there ain’t no mountain high
enough to keep us from that important
work of celebrating. We are Easter people—
alleluia!

This past month in education has fea-
tured content to engage in every class, but
since I have been hosting the Adult Elec-
tive each Sunday, let me tell you what I
know. I know that the conversations in
“Engaging Our Missions” have been noth-
ing short of vital. I say vital, and I mean it
in the sense of bringing vitality. We have
had an important opportunity this spring
to engage with several of our mission part-
ners in deep, intentional dialogues. These
kinds of conversations will enable us as a
church to partner in significant ways with
our mission partners and stay up to date
with core needs and updates. I trust that
these classes will continue to do Kingdom
work in us and in our partnerships in the
days and years to come. I am so grateful to
our Mission Committee and Mission Ad-
vocates for their leadership in this elective
series. Feel free to join us for our final ses-
sion on May 2 when we will hear from
Erin Kiltz, founder and Executive Direc-
tor of Brookwood in Georgetown (BiG),
as well as our own Karen Jones and
Annabel McClure.

Important dates and updates
I want to let you know about three im-
portant dates and updates:
 This summer we will host one Adult
Elective class, “The Color of Compro-
mise,” based on the book of the same name
by historian Jemar Tisby. This class will
be co-taught by Cliff Snyder, Karen Jones,
Pastor Bobby and Kathy Kubatzky. It will
meet from June 6 through July 25—all
eight Sundays in June and July. Together

the class will survey two works by Jemar
Tisby that engage the issue of racism in
America and in the American church: The
Color of Compromise: The Truth about the
American Church’s Complicity in Racism, a New
York Times bestseller, and How to Fight Rac-
ism. Feel free to preorder these works so
you can engage in this important discus-
sion, and stay tuned for more details to be
released in the next few weeks!
 VBS 2021 is around the corner, coming
for us! This is definitely something to get
excited about. Please know this year that
our volunteers are going to be even more
essential in determining how many chil-
dren we can serve. With additional restric-
tions and safety markers, we need more of
us to do this important work of growing
children in the Lord and inviting the com-
munity to begin a journey with Christ.
Please prayerfully consider if you might
be led to serve in VBS this year and then
follow the leading, whatever it is!
 Remember, too, that registration is offi-
cially OPEN for All-Church Retreat 2021!
We are excited to get out to Mo-Ranch,
connect with each other, and be engaged
by a message for our time as Rev. Dr. Cindy
Rigby speaks to us about co-laboring with
God and “Shaping the New Normal.”
Mark your calendars for September 17-19
and register to go with us!

There is more that could be said, but in-
stead, I’ll just close with a question: FPC,
aren’t you excited about what God is doing with
us?!

—Stephanie

In recent weeks, FPC
Kids have:
 served as worship
leaders through Kids
Sunday
 learned about spiritual
growth in “desert times”
through our online
Sunday school class-
room.
 focused on the idea of
community in our FPC
Kids Family Zoom
meetings.

Of course, through it
all, we have done our
best to engage each
other as “intergenera-
tional spiritual friends”
and follow the Lord
together.

What’s coming up for
FPC Kids in May?

We will finish our
“Desert People” series
and study a few memo-
rable spiritual lessons
that come only through
eating candy...

We will have our last
FPC Kids Family Zoom
times, with our last
meeting being in person!
We look forward to
seeing each other and
discovering what will be
in our Summer Delivery
Box!

Contact Stephanie if you
have any questions about
children’s education and
fellowship opportunities.
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Prayer for a Pandemic

Last May, in FirstWord we used a particu-
larly relevant prayer found on the internet.
At the time we didn’t know that it was
written on March 9 as the COVID-19 cri-
sis gripped our nation and the world.
Cameron Wiggins Bellm, a Catholic
mother of two in Seattle, wrote and posted
the prayer on Instagram, and it continues
to be widely shared on the internet. The
author released the prayer into the public
domain, welcoming its wide use and dis-
tribution for people of faith. Some churches
have even incorporated a version of it into
their online worship services, as the basis
for a blessing. We run it again, a year later,
because it still strikes a chord.

May we who are merely inconvenienced re-
member those whose lives are at stake.

May we with no risk factors remember those
most vulnerable.

May those with the luxury of working from
home remember those who must choose between
preserving their health or making their rent.

May those with the flexibility to care for our
children when schools close remember those with
no options.

May we who must cancel a trip remember
those with no safe place to go.

May we who are losing our margin money
in the tumult of the economic market remember
those who have no margin at all.

May those who must quarantine at home
remember those with no home.

As fear grips our country, let us choose love
during this time when we cannot physically wrap
our arms around each other; let us find ways to
be the loving embrace to God and our neighbor.
Amen.

Prayer for a Pandemic

Humor

In May 1997 Jenny
Carswell wrote to her
husband Bob, who was in
Scotland at the time with
two of their children while
she was in Lake Jackson,
Texas, with their daughters
Sheena, who was in
kindergarten, and Katie.
Here is what Jenny included
in her letter to him:

Yesterday Sheena came
home from school and said,
“Miss Burleson told us she
will be coming back to
school as Mrs. McDaniel.”

“Oh,” I said. “How nice.
She must be getting
married.”

Sheena looked at me as if
I was crazy and said,
“First she will have to find
a man.”

I said, “I think she must
have found the man already
since she knows what her
married name will be.”

Sheena thought about
that for a moment then
said, “She’ll get a baby,
too, then.”

So I said, “Maybe not
right away.”

Sheena looked at me
again as if I knew nothing
and said, “If she gets close
enough to that man she
will.”

End of story.

joy the gift of one another’s company
more readily and regularly,” Pastor Bobby
said. “But we are mindful that we need to
remain vigilant as COVID variants become
increasingly problematic.”

He said the Safety and Security Com-
mittee will continue to monitor COVID-
19 data and make recommendations to
session “if we need to adjust our plans or
protocols at some point.”

Bobby added, “Although many of our
adults are either vaccinated or will be
shortly, we recognize that our children
and youth are not. This means we must
navigate this transition thoughtfully and
lovingly. We want to care for and include
all who want to participate, whether that
is worship in person or worship through
virtual livestreams.”

In-person worship
(continued from front page)

Drive a Senior (Faith in Action) North-
west (Austin) received a $500 donation,
thanks to Hope Presbyterian Church’s
win in a Trivia Contest with FPC in March.

Six teams from each church met vir-
tually in a three-round contest that was
shown on Hope’s YouTube channel. At
the end of the third round, Jim Henry
from Hope was declared winner. Each
church put up $250 to go to the nonprofit
of the winner’s choice.

Thanks to these FPC members for rep-
resenting our church: Theresa and Bill
McKenna, Virginia Reid (from her new
home in Michigan), Robert Cravens and
Linda Thomas, Chris Crenshaw, Adrianne
Brandt and Shawn Levsen, and Terri and
Dennis Boroczk.

Northwest

While this issue of FirstWord was being final-
ized, session was to meet April 27 and consider
a motion from Safety and Security Committee
on revised ODTAP safety protocols and ap-
proval of guidelines for returning to in-person
gatherings, effective May 3. The motion included
rational for returning, updated safety protocols,
a “Stair-step” approach, and community con-
siderations and personal choice of congregants.
Watch for more info in church emails!

There’s always next year!
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Surveyors
“Last Days”
May 9 - 30
Gary Nelon
The class will use Dr.
R.C. Sproul’s book on
the subject and four
videos he taught fo-
cusing on end times.

Homebuilders
“Body & Soul: Reclaiming the Heidelberg
Catechism”
Through May 23
Karen Jones
This class is taking a closer look at one of
our confessions with a six-week DVD se-

ries by theologian and
pastor M. Craig Barnes.
In this series, we’ll find
how this 450-year-old
confession is a reliable
and inspiring compan-
ion in a world where
faith and doubt coexist.
Join this class and dis-
cover comfort in belong-

ing, body and soul, to the triune God. 
Homebuilders is a discussion-oriented

class for adults that covers topics in Chris-
tian living, scripture and church history.
Formed to meet the needs of adults in the
family building stage of life, Homebuilders
welcomes all.

Join this group over Zoom
at noon on Wednesdays.
Contact Karen Rayburn for
the Zoom link.

Some Christians miss the
importance of the biblical
feasts, seeing them as
merely “Jewish” holidays,
but scripture says these are
the Feasts of the Lord that
God established for all
people for all time.

During this six-session,
DVD-based study and
Participation Guide, “Feasts
of the Bible,” you can
connect the Hebrew roots of
Christianity and the sym-
bolism that points to Jesus
Christ. The study concludes
June 5.

SundaySundaySundaySundaySundaySchoolSchoolSchoolSchoolSchool
9 : 3 0  A.  M.  O N   Z O O M

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
This Wednesday noon Bible
study continues its study of
the gospel of John with
Sturdy Wanamaker. 
Contact Ron Place to be
added to the participant list
and receive the Zoom link.

Ladies’ Lunch
Bible Study

For the Zoom links to these classes, con-
tact Jaime Cowan or watch for them in
the weekly church email.

Other
Educational

Opportunities
Crossroads
“Wired Word”
Patrick & Amanda Tolbert 
Crossroads is a class that aims to integrate
faith and life. With our minds and hearts
steeped in scripture, we pray our way
through today’s headlines. In our curricu-
lum, news pieces are interspersed with re-
flection questions and opportunity for dia-
logue and discernment.

Adult Elective
“Engaging Our Missions”
April 25 & May 2: Brookwood in

Georgetown
On May 2 we close out this series of classes
on our supported missions with a final
Sunday focused on the mission and min-
istry of Brookwood in Georgetown (BiG)
then Adult Elective takes a break until our
summer elective (“The Color of Compro-
mise”), save for one Sunday. May 16 will
have a one-time special offering on legacy
giving (below).

“Legacy Giving Workshop”
May 16, 9:30 a.m.
Jake Wilson, Relationship Manager
Texas Presbyterian Foundation (TFP)
Everyone leaves a legacy. What kind will
you leave? A legacy of purpose? A legacy of
love? Whether it’s your church or your
favorite nonprofit, now more than ever it’s
important to focus on what’s most mean-
ingful to you.

FPC has partnered with the Texas Pres-
byterian Foundation (TPF) to help you
create your lasting legacy. Join this virtual
learning event, hosted by Jake Wilson from
TPF, to receive insight into a carefully de-
veloped collective of planned giving solu-
tions that exist to enable and expand
mission. This engaging and insightful con-
versation will enable you to:
 Describe the potential far-reaching impact
of your legacy
 Outline key planned giving options such
as Endowments, Donor Advised Funds,
Charitable Gift Annuities, and Bequests.
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working together more closely. My charge
is to identify areas where communication
can be improved and where ERCOT and
the commission can work together to de-
velop better rules around the market and
system reliability. Once those areas are
identified, my job will be to inflict cultural
changes on both organizations to make
that happen. Going forward, I think this
will lead to a stronger relationship and
better reliability. I am not conducting a
post mortem or investigation. There are
many of those going on right now. I am
focused on improving things going for-
ward.

The governor made ERCOT reform an
emergency item during this legislative
session, and bills related to ERCOT have
been filed and hearings held. And
changes were announced at both PUC
and ERCOT. Any comment on all that?

I personally welcome meaningful leg-
islation to improve the commission,
ERCOT, the electric market and system
reliability. That being said, it is important
to realize that there is nothing that can
be done to guarantee ERCOT never has
to shed load again, and any meaningful
change will cost money. We can, however,
implement changes to lessen the severity
of another event.

Adrianne and the PUC
(continued from previous page)

Damage costs and
economic losses from

the intense winter storm
that hit the country

in mid-February may
rise to as much as $130
billion in Texas alone,

according to
AccuWeather.

Sweeping power
outages, hundreds of

thousands of insurance
claims and millions of

impacted residents
across the nation are

adding up to make the
punishing coast-to-coast

winter weather in
February likely the
costliest month of

weather impacts in the
U.S. in recent history.

Across the U.S.,
AccuWeather’s estimate
of the total damage and
economic loss resulting
from the brutal winter
weather in February is

now about $155 billion.
—Insurance Journal

Cost of the storm

Each month a staff member weighs in on his or
her favorite things in our church library. You
can check out books during church office hours
or contact us for other times to access the li-
brary.

I was so excited to find this book solely
devoted to the 4th Commandment after
Pastor Bobby’s recent sermon series over
the Ten Commandments. In Call the Sab-
bath a Delight, Chantry does a wonderful
job giving a stark reality check to society
as he reflects upon the startling transfor-
mation that has taken place in the way
Christians approach the Lord’s Day. While
he does not flinch from stressing that the
effects of this have been disastrous—mor-
ally and socially, as well as spiritually—
his burden is not morally negative. His
concern is to show why and how the
Lord’s Day is meant to be one of joy and

blessing for God’s
people. He em-
phasizes the posi-
tive, showing that
the Lord’s Day
frees your time so
you can focus on
spiritual things.
He also focuses
on principles of
Sabbath-keeping,
while  avoiding
specific do’s and

don’ts. The book is easy to follow, nei-
ther overly complicated nor overly simple.
Topics he covers are the practical implica-
tions of the doctrine of God’s providence
and the doctrine of election, as well as top-
ics such as repentance and maturity in the
faith. It is written with a deep pastoral
concern. —Jaime Cowan

“Call the Sabbath a Delight”
by Walter Chantry

FPC

https://fpcgeorgetown.buzzsprout.com

FPC
Podcast

Listen to sermons,

services, special music

performances and

special events of

First Presbyterian Church
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Y O U T H   M I N I S T R YKelly Ann Seaman
Youth Director

What to do when God closes a door
A few weeks ago, Eric and I threw the kids
into the car for a full day of Easter drop
offs for our youth. We dropped off candy
and notes. Most importantly, we dropped
off VINYL STICKERS. A few youth have
told me how they got the PERFECT
sticker that spoke to their life right now,
and a few parents have confessed they
stole some stickers for themselves. I stole
one, too, and I put it up outside of the
youth room. It says, “When God closes a
door, praise God in the hallway.” I’ve
heard this before, but when I sorted
through the mega pack I purchased on
Amazon, it stopped me in my tracks.

This past year with COVID has been a
series of closed doors. Some doors have
been politely closed: Someone is shooing
us away and asking us to come back later.
Other doors have been slammed in our
face. We have found ourselves in a hall-
way.

If you’ve ever been stranded in a hall-
way, waiting on the door you need to
open, you know that is not a fun place to
be. Now, picture this as a Seinfield epi-
sode: Not only are you in the hallway,
but our entire church congregation is

there, too. Some are sitting cross-legged
and relaxing, trusting that God is going
to open the door in due time. Others are
searching for something to bust the doors
down with. Many are crying, worried the
doors will never open again. The kids have
already started climbing the walls. I am
probably walking around and checking if
anyone has snacks. This scene is chaotic—
the stuff of Seinfield gold.

Now, can you imagine Philip stopping
all the chaos to call us to join together in a
hymn? Can you hear the squeal of baby
Logan, the laughter of children, the com-
munal shushing, me crinkling snacks back
into my purse? Can you hear that sweet
silence before we join in song? Can you
imagine the tears in our eyes as we collec-
tively remember that we serve a God wor-
thy of hallway praise, of hallway faith?
What a moment that would be.

We’re still in this hallway, but take
heart. Some doors are being opened back
up. In the photo, you see youth return-
ing for in-person fellowship (such a beau-
tiful door). Soon, some will gather for a
distanced picnic, others for our first in-
person service. Many will still be worship-

ing alongside us on livestream
and Zoom. Pray for our youth
program as we navigate this
transition, pray for our youth as
they end their school year strong,
pray for our parents as they con-
tinue to make decisions for their
family, pray for our volunteers as
they support our youth.

As we wait for those remain-
ing doors to be opened, as we wait
for “normal,” may we collectively
breathe deeply and may we praise
God in this hallway together. We
serve a God who is worthy of
hallway praise.  

—Kelly Ann Seaman

Photo by Minta McIntosh

May 23

is

High School

Graduate

Recognition

Sunday
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back, and she retired from the state
in spring 2020.

We asked Adrianne to help us
understand what happened with
our electric power in February and
what her new role will be with the
PUC. Here are her answers:

With your knowledge of ERCOT
since 2002, can you explain what
happened (in layman terms) and
why it happened: why we were left
with cold homes and bursting wa-
ter pipes?

The generation of electrical power
and load (usage) must be equal at
all times or the entire electric grid
collapses. Normally, generation
regulates to meet the load. In other
words, it increases and decreases as
load increases and decreases. Late
Sunday night (February 14), load
increased throughout the night be-
cause it was so cold, but generation
started tripping offline. There will be
a report after a thorough investiga-
tion to determine all of the causes,
but we know most of them already.
Thermal generation (gas, coal,
nuclear, fuel oil) failed due to parts
of the units themselves freezing, and
due to fuel issues. Parts of our natu-

ral gas infrastructure froze. Some
wind turbines froze, and some of the
solar panels were covered in ice and
snow.

When there is no generation to
increase and meet rising load, load
has to decrease. When ERCOT sees
that the load is too high for the
amount of generation available, it
has to order the distribution utili-
ties (e.g., Oncor, Georgetown Utili-
ties, Pedernales) to drop distribution
circuits equal to a certain number of
megawatts (1,000 kilowatts equals
one megawatt). Every distribution
utility knows what its percentage
responsibility is of the total that
ERCOT says it needs to drop. The
distribution utility chooses the cir-
cuits to shut off. ERCOT does not.

ERCOT needed an unprecedented
amount of load or use to drop dur-
ing the weather event. There were
not enough distribution circuits to
rotate, so some people were without
power for days. The distribution
utility is also required to protect cer-
tain circuits in case of catastrophic
system failures, as well as prioritize
certain circuits known to serve hos-
pitals and other essential services.

(continued on next page)

You’ve worked with two utilities in
Texas, monitoring their interests as
ERCOT stakeholders, and serving
with the Public Utility Commission
of Texas and monitoring its ERCOT
stakeholder process. Is that why the
PUC called you back?
After the weather event, I was asked
to come back and help with the fi-
nancial fallout. The PUC then cre-
ated this new role to address the
legislature’s concern with how the
two organizations, PUC and
ERCOT, were working together and
communicating. I expect my involve-
ment to be duration-limited. I will
make recommendations for improve-
ments and re-retire.

The news release says you have
been charged with enhancing the
PUC’s oversight of the ERCOT grid
operator and market manager. What
does this mean?

The PUC’s enabling statute states
that ERCOT is “directly responsible
and accountable to the commission.”
I think that means when things go
wrong the commission can’t say,
“That’s ERCOT’s fault.” And, ERCOT
cannot just look at the commission
and say,”Well they’re in charge.” The
two organizations need to start

From the ERCOT
Facebook page,

February 14:

#ERCOT set a new winter
peak demand record this
evening, reaching 69,150
MW between 6 and 7 p.m.
This is more than 3,200
MW higher than the
previous winter peak set
back in January 2018.
Thanks to everyone who
has been conserving
today. We appreciate it!
#conserve #saveenergy
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M I S S I O N

People in Georgetown were being laid off
and having trouble paying rent and
utility bills. Others were hungry
and unable to afford groceries. Are we
talking about today and the COVID-19
pandemic? 

No. The year was 1985, when families
went from church to church and to the
county seeking financial help, clothing
and food. Today, people from
all over Georgetown and
northern Williamson County
can go to one place, The
Caring Place, where their
basic human needs are met in
a welcoming, respectful and
caring way.

Many people have helped make The
Caring Place a reality, but it all started
with two women, who in 1985 asked the
Georgetown Ministerial Alliance to create
a single place where people who needed
emergency assistance could go for help.

Doris Krohmer, a former FPC member,
was an early volunteer and original TCP
Board member. The Volunteer of the Year
Award is named for her. She recalled: ”My
pastor at First Presbyterian (Rev. David
Duncan) invited me to that first
organizational meeting. Many people had
lost their jobs, especially people in
construction, and they were really
suffering. There was no coordinated effort
to help. Welfare was weeks behind. The
ministers were desperate because there
were no resources available. They realized
that if they pulled together they would
be able to do far more than they could
individually.”

Rev. Duncan was one of two
Georgetown pastors who took the lead
in organizing the churches to open The
Caring Place on June 8, 1985. A thrift store
was then opened and it is now known as
The Shops at The Caring Place. The
current building at 2000 Railroad was
built in 2004, enlarged the next year and
expanded in 2011. A building across the
street was acquired and renovated in 2013
to host educational programs. A second

thrift store, Second Helping, 3700 Williams
Drive, opened in 2017.

Sales in the two thrift stores now
subsidize all operating expenses of the
organization. All monetary and food
donations to TCP directly benefit
neighbors needing assistance.  The Caring
Place helps with food, utilities, rent,
transportation and help with medical costs.

In 2020, a year in which
the COVID-19 pandemic
reduced store hours and
converted some services to
drive-through, TCP served
7,470 neighbors in our com-
munity, and the value of all
the resources provided was

$3.1 million.
For more info, go to www.caringplace

tx.org/ or talk to FPC Advocate Jenny
Carswell. Here’s a quick look at services,
programs and hours of The Caring Place:
 Thrift stores: The Shops at The Caring
Place, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Saturday;
Second Helping: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday.
 Drive-through food pantry: Tuesday and
Thursday 8:30-10:30 a.m.
 Fresh Food for Families: 1st, 3rd and 5th
Monday 9-10 a.m.
 Donations: Accepted every Monday 11
a.m.-2 p.m. at 2000 Railroad.
 Programs and Services: By phone only,
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. Financial
assistance available. Leave a message 
at 512-943-0709.
 Furniture donation pick up: Schedule it
at thecaringplacetx.org/donatemystuff.

Helping neighbors since June of 1985

Did you notice in The
Williamson County Sun
on April 4, Easter
Sunday, the headline:
“Helping Hands Receives
Inaugural Chamber
Award.”

We support this mis-
sion in our church. And
I was delighted to see it.
The annual award spot-
lights “mission-focused”
organizations that go
above and beyond to
help the community.

There is a picture of
Bob Weimer, founder,
and his daughter,
Rebecca Huggins, now
the executive director.
She said, “We saw
people hurting and
thought, ‘we need to get
more food out there
now’.” They serve some
500 families weekly,
distributing canned and
boxed goods to provide
meals for families unable
to buy groceries.

We still support The
Caring Place, but for
now it is not accepting
food donations. So if
you want to help, please
place your canned and
boxed foods in the boxes
provided for The Caring
Place. One is outside the
church office and the
other is opposite of the
library.

As always, thank you
for all you do.

—Jenny Carswell

"In 2020, The Caring Place experienced a renewed sense
of care in our community. You have shown us your heart
over and over with your generous contributions and en-
couragement. Your commitment to your neighbors in need
throughout this trying year allowed us to provide services
and assistance through extraordinary circumstances. This
report shares what you have done in numbers, but what
you have done in heart is indescribable. Thank you!"

—Ginna O'Connor, Executive Director
(from The Caring Place 2020 Annual Report)
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s p o t l i g h t

Adrianne
Brandt:

Dealing with

the financial

fallout of

February’s

power failure

“Adrianne is the
exact mixture
of knowledge,

experience and
toughness this role
requires. She knows

the intricacies of
power markets and
will bring her forth-

right nature and
expertise to bear in

a way that will
help our agency

more ably fulfill our
oversight role.”

—Arthur D’Andrea, Chairman
Public Utility Commission of Texas

(March 11 News Release)

‘‘

‘‘
Named to enhance oversight of ERCOT
As residents of central Texas, our church
members no doubt were affected by mid-
February’s massive winter storm that
dropped ice, snow and freezing tempera-
tures over our state, causing major power
grid problems and leaving us in the dark
for days.

Since then, there have been allegations
that ERCOT (Electric Reliability Council
of Texas) failed to do its job and that our
power infrastructure was not prepared for
days of freezing temperature. ERCOT,
which supplies electricity to some 24 mil-
lion Texans (90% of Texas), was report-
edly minutes from collapse at one point
as usage surged.

The financial fallout from the energy
system collapse has caused at least one
electric provider to file for bankruptcy,
unable to pay the more than $2 billion
owed to ERCOT. Other providers may
follow as they saw their wholesale power
prices rise from roughly $50 per megawatt
hour to $9,000 during the February freeze.

The City of Georgetown owed an es-
timated $45 million for energy purchased
February 16-19 and is issuing a revenue
bond of $47.8 million over 10 years to pay.

In the aftermath of the storm and the
focus on ERCOT’s failures, the Public Util-

ity Commission of Texas (PUC) in March
asked one of its recent retirees, church
member and former Education & Nurture
elder Adrianne Brandt, to fill a new, criti-
cal position: Director of ERCOT Account-
ability.  A news release from PUC said she
has been hired to enhance PUC’s oversight
of the ERCOT grid operator and market
manager.

“Adrianne is the exact mixture of
knowledge, experience and toughness this
role requires,” said PUC Chairman Arthur
D’Andrea. “She knows the intricacies of
power markets and will bring her forth-
right nature and expertise to bear in a way
that will help our agency more ably fulfill
our oversight role.”

Adrianne began her career in utilities
with the PUC in 2002, monitoring the
ERCOT stakeholder process, among other
responsibilities. She moved to Austin En-
ergy in 2008 and retired from its Regula-
tory and Government Affairs Office in
2016. She didn’t stay retired long and went
back to work for almost two years as Di-
rector of Energy Market Policy for CPS
Energy in Austin and San Antonio until
late 2017. (Both Austin Energy and CPS
Energy are not-for-profit, municipally
owned utilities.) Then the PUC called her
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F E L L O W S H I P

Some circles will meet in person in MayElizabeth Circle
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 4
Theresa McKenna
512-635-5152

Sarah-Ruth Circle
10 a.m. Monday, May 10
Susan Poteete
512-863-6303

Lydia Circle
1 p.m. Wesnesday, May 12
Alison Harrison
512-388-1812

Martha Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, May 19
Carol Siekmeier
512-863-8601

Rachel Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, May 19
Sandie Kienitz
512-868-2519

Hannah-Esther Circle
11 a.m. Wednesday, May 19
Marty Curtis
501-517-3503

May
Circle Meetings

Su Casa de Esperanza, an
FPC-supported mission, is
one of two missions chosen
to receive the offering at the
virtual Spring Gathering in
April of the PW of Mission
Presbytery. The other recip-
ient is The Young Christian
Latina Leaders.

If you missed the gather-
ing but want to contribute to
the offering, send a check
(made out to PWMP) to
Kitty Bristow (perhaps
along with your FPC
Birthday Offering check),
and Kitty will send one
check to PW of Mission
Presbytery.

Spring Gathering
Offering Recipients

"Where flowers bloom, so does hope."
—Lady Bird Johnson

We're enjoying the wonderful season
when bluebonnets adorn the roadsides
and red poppies decorate Georgetown
yards. It's especially hopeful to see these
signs of life after February's freeze dam-
age. We have hope that life goes on,
beauty endures and normalcy returns.

It is a pleasure to announce that our
Presbyterian Women Board will be in-
stalled in person on May 16 during the
worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
There will also be a virtual component.
New officers being installed are Laurell
Brown, Co-Moderator, and Linette
Harwell, Secretary. The PW board also
includes Peggy Currie, Co-Moderator, and
Kitty Bristow, Treasurer, as well as these
circle leaders: Theresa McKenna (Eliza-
beth), Marty Curtis and Lenice Smithwick
(Hannah-Esther), Kitty Bristow and
Alison Harrison (Lydia), Carol Siekmeier
(Martha), Sandie Kienitz (Rachel) and
Susan Poteete (Sarah-Ruth). PW is blessed
to have so much continuity on our board.

Some circle meetings in May will hap-
pen in person or in a blended virtual and
live format. Others will continue to meet
on Zoom. Please check with your circle
leader to see how your circle is choosing
to meet. It is absolutely wonderful to have
options.

Two things are needed from our circle
members at this time. One is to tell your
circle leader that you want to order next
year's Horizons study book, "What My
Grandmothers Taught Me." The study fo-
cuses on the women in Jesus's genealogy.
Prices are the same as 2020-21: $10 for a
book, $15 for a large-print version and $20
for the author's resource DVD.

The second thing is to consider mak-
ing a Birthday Offering donation, which
should be sent directly to Treasurer Kitty
Bristow. This year's recipients are the
Nkhoma Mission Hospital in Malawi, Me-
morial Drive Ministries in Georgia and
Garden Gate Ranch in Iowa.

We have the opportunity to share the
hope we are experiencing with others
around our community, country and
world. Wishing you a heart full of hope.

—Beverly Jones
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FPC Parish Nurse Penny’s Points

C O M P A S S I O N A T E   C A R E

Penny Leone
Parish Nurse

Senior Seminar is
Thursday, May 20

Mental health problems are more common than we
think throughout the U.S. and even in church. Part
of loving each other as Christians is to recognize that
1 in 5 adults in the U.S. (43.8 million) experience men-
tal illness in a given year. Here are some truths people
with mental illness need their church to know:

Mental illness doesn’t show a lack of faith! Some very
famous “faithful” people like Saint Theresa of Calcutta,
C.S. Lewis and Martin Luther experienced depression.
God used these people and He is using you! So let’s
not judge or push other church members  away. In-
stead, be kind, respectful and loving.

 Christians with mental illness love God just like other
Christians. They love to worship, sing, pray, teach
and serve. Just like you and me, they cling to their
faith. Mental illness is not a character defect or a spiri-
tual disorder. Mental illness is not laziness or a weak-
ness. Mental illness can result from biological factors
like brain chemistry imbalance, genetics, physical ill-
ness (e.g., lung cancer) or injury. Mental illness can
be influenced by trauma, life experiences, abuse and a
family history. Let’s embrace and encourage each other
to strive for physical, spiritual and emotional health!

 Prayer is powerful AND many people with mental
illness will need expert-guided medications, therapy
and treatments as well as support. Let’s not shame or
trivialize the suffering of those who are experiencing
mental health issues. Instead, love them and value
them with your compassion. Support them in their
treatments, care and need for professional care.

We are all broken and scarred people in some way.
Surgeries, medications, physical therapy, counseling,
hospital stays, prayers—all are needed for us to “heal
and stabilize” physically and mentally. May I suggest
that as a church we are as warm and caring with those
who are seeking to heal from mental illness as well as
physical illness and injuries. This is Mental Health
Awareness Month and I am able to refer you to orga-
nizations like NAMI, PCUSA resources, counselors,
physicians and facilities that specialize in providing
health and healing.

Does
Being a

Christian
Prevent
Mental
Health
Issues?

NAMI, the National Alliance on
Mental Illness, is the nation's larg-
est grassroots mental health organi-
zation dedicated to building better lives
for the millions of Americans affected
by mental illness.

“Understanding the Cost of
Senior Living” is the topic
for Thursday, May 20, 10 -
11:30 a.m. via your com-
puter, smart phone or tablet:
in other words, virtually!
Even if you are planning to
stay in your home forever,
this will be helpful informa-
tion. To register for this free
seminar, call 512-862-7339
or go to www.SeniorsLiving
Smarter.com/seminar.

we get from some of the hardest and most joyful moments, the more likely they will
fade.”

Class participants will gather to write and share what they write with the class. The
simple format may be familiar to some who recall one of Pastor Bobby’s sermons about
a writing class he took a few years back.

To start the class, he will give an open-ended prompt, and participants will write for
10 minutes. Then each person will share what he or she wrote.

As for the sharing part, Bobby said, “We don’t expect polished, great and inspiring
writing. Rather, this is about opening ourselves to the practice of writing and the memo-
ries the Holy Spirit has us capture on paper that day. More can happen in that simple
discipline than we acknowledge. And there is a reason this class is called Growing in
Grace: It’s not about perfection but offering ourselves just as we are before one another,
and discovering the gift therein. ”

During the class, plans are for participants to write for 10 minutes three times and
read aloud three times. Bobby will conclude the class with a brief reading or reflection.

Watch for more details about this class in the weeks ahead!

“Growing in Grace” writing class in June
(continued from front page)
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F E L L O W S H I P

Some circles will meet in person in MayElizabeth Circle
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 4
Theresa McKenna
512-635-5152

Sarah-Ruth Circle
10 a.m. Monday, May 10
Susan Poteete
512-863-6303

Lydia Circle
1 p.m. Wesnesday, May 12
Alison Harrison
512-388-1812

Martha Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, May 19
Carol Siekmeier
512-863-8601

Rachel Circle
10 a.m. Wednesday, May 19
Sandie Kienitz
512-868-2519

Hannah-Esther Circle
11 a.m. Wednesday, May 19
Marty Curtis
501-517-3503

May
Circle Meetings

Su Casa de Esperanza, an
FPC-supported mission, is
one of two missions chosen
to receive the offering at the
virtual Spring Gathering in
April of the PW of Mission
Presbytery. The other recip-
ient is The Young Christian
Latina Leaders.

If you missed the gather-
ing but want to contribute to
the offering, send a check
(made out to PWMP) to
Kitty Bristow (perhaps
along with your FPC
Birthday Offering check),
and Kitty will send one
check to PW of Mission
Presbytery.

Spring Gathering
Offering Recipients

"Where flowers bloom, so does hope."
—Lady Bird Johnson

We're enjoying the wonderful season
when bluebonnets adorn the roadsides
and red poppies decorate Georgetown
yards. It's especially hopeful to see these
signs of life after February's freeze dam-
age. We have hope that life goes on,
beauty endures and normalcy returns.

It is a pleasure to announce that our
Presbyterian Women Board will be in-
stalled in person on May 16 during the
worship services at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m.
There will also be a virtual component.
New officers being installed are Laurell
Brown, Co-Moderator, and Linette
Harwell, Secretary. The PW board also
includes Peggy Currie, Co-Moderator, and
Kitty Bristow, Treasurer, as well as these
circle leaders: Theresa McKenna (Eliza-
beth), Marty Curtis and Lenice Smithwick
(Hannah-Esther), Kitty Bristow and
Alison Harrison (Lydia), Carol Siekmeier
(Martha), Sandie Kienitz (Rachel) and
Susan Poteete (Sarah-Ruth). PW is blessed
to have so much continuity on our board.

Some circle meetings in May will hap-
pen in person or in a blended virtual and
live format. Others will continue to meet
on Zoom. Please check with your circle
leader to see how your circle is choosing
to meet. It is absolutely wonderful to have
options.

Two things are needed from our circle
members at this time. One is to tell your
circle leader that you want to order next
year's Horizons study book, "What My
Grandmothers Taught Me." The study fo-
cuses on the women in Jesus's genealogy.
Prices are the same as 2020-21: $10 for a
book, $15 for a large-print version and $20
for the author's resource DVD.

The second thing is to consider mak-
ing a Birthday Offering donation, which
should be sent directly to Treasurer Kitty
Bristow. This year's recipients are the
Nkhoma Mission Hospital in Malawi, Me-
morial Drive Ministries in Georgia and
Garden Gate Ranch in Iowa.

We have the opportunity to share the
hope we are experiencing with others
around our community, country and
world. Wishing you a heart full of hope.

—Beverly Jones

— 9 —

FPC Parish Nurse Penny’s Points

C O M P A S S I O N A T E   C A R E

Penny Leone
Parish Nurse

Senior Seminar is
Thursday, May 20

Mental health problems are more common than we
think throughout the U.S. and even in church. Part
of loving each other as Christians is to recognize that
1 in 5 adults in the U.S. (43.8 million) experience men-
tal illness in a given year. Here are some truths people
with mental illness need their church to know:

Mental illness doesn’t show a lack of faith! Some very
famous “faithful” people like Saint Theresa of Calcutta,
C.S. Lewis and Martin Luther experienced depression.
God used these people and He is using you! So let’s
not judge or push other church members  away. In-
stead, be kind, respectful and loving.

 Christians with mental illness love God just like other
Christians. They love to worship, sing, pray, teach
and serve. Just like you and me, they cling to their
faith. Mental illness is not a character defect or a spiri-
tual disorder. Mental illness is not laziness or a weak-
ness. Mental illness can result from biological factors
like brain chemistry imbalance, genetics, physical ill-
ness (e.g., lung cancer) or injury. Mental illness can
be influenced by trauma, life experiences, abuse and a
family history. Let’s embrace and encourage each other
to strive for physical, spiritual and emotional health!

 Prayer is powerful AND many people with mental
illness will need expert-guided medications, therapy
and treatments as well as support. Let’s not shame or
trivialize the suffering of those who are experiencing
mental health issues. Instead, love them and value
them with your compassion. Support them in their
treatments, care and need for professional care.

We are all broken and scarred people in some way.
Surgeries, medications, physical therapy, counseling,
hospital stays, prayers—all are needed for us to “heal
and stabilize” physically and mentally. May I suggest
that as a church we are as warm and caring with those
who are seeking to heal from mental illness as well as
physical illness and injuries. This is Mental Health
Awareness Month and I am able to refer you to orga-
nizations like NAMI, PCUSA resources, counselors,
physicians and facilities that specialize in providing
health and healing.

Does
Being a

Christian
Prevent
Mental
Health
Issues?

NAMI, the National Alliance on
Mental Illness, is the nation's larg-
est grassroots mental health organi-
zation dedicated to building better lives
for the millions of Americans affected
by mental illness.

“Understanding the Cost of
Senior Living” is the topic
for Thursday, May 20, 10 -
11:30 a.m. via your com-
puter, smart phone or tablet:
in other words, virtually!
Even if you are planning to
stay in your home forever,
this will be helpful informa-
tion. To register for this free
seminar, call 512-862-7339
or go to www.SeniorsLiving
Smarter.com/seminar.

we get from some of the hardest and most joyful moments, the more likely they will
fade.”

Class participants will gather to write and share what they write with the class. The
simple format may be familiar to some who recall one of Pastor Bobby’s sermons about
a writing class he took a few years back.

To start the class, he will give an open-ended prompt, and participants will write for
10 minutes. Then each person will share what he or she wrote.

As for the sharing part, Bobby said, “We don’t expect polished, great and inspiring
writing. Rather, this is about opening ourselves to the practice of writing and the memo-
ries the Holy Spirit has us capture on paper that day. More can happen in that simple
discipline than we acknowledge. And there is a reason this class is called Growing in
Grace: It’s not about perfection but offering ourselves just as we are before one another,
and discovering the gift therein. ”

During the class, plans are for participants to write for 10 minutes three times and
read aloud three times. Bobby will conclude the class with a brief reading or reflection.

Watch for more details about this class in the weeks ahead!

“Growing in Grace” writing class in June
(continued from front page)
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M I S S I O N

People in Georgetown were being laid off
and having trouble paying rent and
utility bills. Others were hungry
and unable to afford groceries. Are we
talking about today and the COVID-19
pandemic? 

No. The year was 1985, when families
went from church to church and to the
county seeking financial help, clothing
and food. Today, people from
all over Georgetown and
northern Williamson County
can go to one place, The
Caring Place, where their
basic human needs are met in
a welcoming, respectful and
caring way.

Many people have helped make The
Caring Place a reality, but it all started
with two women, who in 1985 asked the
Georgetown Ministerial Alliance to create
a single place where people who needed
emergency assistance could go for help.

Doris Krohmer, a former FPC member,
was an early volunteer and original TCP
Board member. The Volunteer of the Year
Award is named for her. She recalled: ”My
pastor at First Presbyterian (Rev. David
Duncan) invited me to that first
organizational meeting. Many people had
lost their jobs, especially people in
construction, and they were really
suffering. There was no coordinated effort
to help. Welfare was weeks behind. The
ministers were desperate because there
were no resources available. They realized
that if they pulled together they would
be able to do far more than they could
individually.”

Rev. Duncan was one of two
Georgetown pastors who took the lead
in organizing the churches to open The
Caring Place on June 8, 1985. A thrift store
was then opened and it is now known as
The Shops at The Caring Place. The
current building at 2000 Railroad was
built in 2004, enlarged the next year and
expanded in 2011. A building across the
street was acquired and renovated in 2013
to host educational programs. A second

thrift store, Second Helping, 3700 Williams
Drive, opened in 2017.

Sales in the two thrift stores now
subsidize all operating expenses of the
organization. All monetary and food
donations to TCP directly benefit
neighbors needing assistance.  The Caring
Place helps with food, utilities, rent,
transportation and help with medical costs.

In 2020, a year in which
the COVID-19 pandemic
reduced store hours and
converted some services to
drive-through, TCP served
7,470 neighbors in our com-
munity, and the value of all
the resources provided was

$3.1 million.
For more info, go to www.caringplace

tx.org/ or talk to FPC Advocate Jenny
Carswell. Here’s a quick look at services,
programs and hours of The Caring Place:
 Thrift stores: The Shops at The Caring
Place, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Saturday;
Second Helping: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday-
Saturday.
 Drive-through food pantry: Tuesday and
Thursday 8:30-10:30 a.m.
 Fresh Food for Families: 1st, 3rd and 5th
Monday 9-10 a.m.
 Donations: Accepted every Monday 11
a.m.-2 p.m. at 2000 Railroad.
 Programs and Services: By phone only,
9 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday-Friday. Financial
assistance available. Leave a message 
at 512-943-0709.
 Furniture donation pick up: Schedule it
at thecaringplacetx.org/donatemystuff.

Helping neighbors since June of 1985

Did you notice in The
Williamson County Sun
on April 4, Easter
Sunday, the headline:
“Helping Hands Receives
Inaugural Chamber
Award.”

We support this mis-
sion in our church. And
I was delighted to see it.
The annual award spot-
lights “mission-focused”
organizations that go
above and beyond to
help the community.

There is a picture of
Bob Weimer, founder,
and his daughter,
Rebecca Huggins, now
the executive director.
She said, “We saw
people hurting and
thought, ‘we need to get
more food out there
now’.” They serve some
500 families weekly,
distributing canned and
boxed goods to provide
meals for families unable
to buy groceries.

We still support The
Caring Place, but for
now it is not accepting
food donations. So if
you want to help, please
place your canned and
boxed foods in the boxes
provided for The Caring
Place. One is outside the
church office and the
other is opposite of the
library.

As always, thank you
for all you do.

—Jenny Carswell

"In 2020, The Caring Place experienced a renewed sense
of care in our community. You have shown us your heart
over and over with your generous contributions and en-
couragement. Your commitment to your neighbors in need
throughout this trying year allowed us to provide services
and assistance through extraordinary circumstances. This
report shares what you have done in numbers, but what
you have done in heart is indescribable. Thank you!"

—Ginna O'Connor, Executive Director
(from The Caring Place 2020 Annual Report)
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s p o t l i g h t

Adrianne
Brandt:

Dealing with

the financial

fallout of

February’s

power failure

“Adrianne is the
exact mixture
of knowledge,

experience and
toughness this role
requires. She knows

the intricacies of
power markets and
will bring her forth-

right nature and
expertise to bear in

a way that will
help our agency

more ably fulfill our
oversight role.”

—Arthur D’Andrea, Chairman
Public Utility Commission of Texas

(March 11 News Release)

‘‘

‘‘
Named to enhance oversight of ERCOT
As residents of central Texas, our church
members no doubt were affected by mid-
February’s massive winter storm that
dropped ice, snow and freezing tempera-
tures over our state, causing major power
grid problems and leaving us in the dark
for days.

Since then, there have been allegations
that ERCOT (Electric Reliability Council
of Texas) failed to do its job and that our
power infrastructure was not prepared for
days of freezing temperature. ERCOT,
which supplies electricity to some 24 mil-
lion Texans (90% of Texas), was report-
edly minutes from collapse at one point
as usage surged.

The financial fallout from the energy
system collapse has caused at least one
electric provider to file for bankruptcy,
unable to pay the more than $2 billion
owed to ERCOT. Other providers may
follow as they saw their wholesale power
prices rise from roughly $50 per megawatt
hour to $9,000 during the February freeze.

The City of Georgetown owed an es-
timated $45 million for energy purchased
February 16-19 and is issuing a revenue
bond of $47.8 million over 10 years to pay.

In the aftermath of the storm and the
focus on ERCOT’s failures, the Public Util-

ity Commission of Texas (PUC) in March
asked one of its recent retirees, church
member and former Education & Nurture
elder Adrianne Brandt, to fill a new, criti-
cal position: Director of ERCOT Account-
ability.  A news release from PUC said she
has been hired to enhance PUC’s oversight
of the ERCOT grid operator and market
manager.

“Adrianne is the exact mixture of
knowledge, experience and toughness this
role requires,” said PUC Chairman Arthur
D’Andrea. “She knows the intricacies of
power markets and will bring her forth-
right nature and expertise to bear in a way
that will help our agency more ably fulfill
our oversight role.”

Adrianne began her career in utilities
with the PUC in 2002, monitoring the
ERCOT stakeholder process, among other
responsibilities. She moved to Austin En-
ergy in 2008 and retired from its Regula-
tory and Government Affairs Office in
2016. She didn’t stay retired long and went
back to work for almost two years as Di-
rector of Energy Market Policy for CPS
Energy in Austin and San Antonio until
late 2017. (Both Austin Energy and CPS
Energy are not-for-profit, municipally
owned utilities.) Then the PUC called her
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Y O U T H   M I N I S T R YKelly Ann Seaman
Youth Director

What to do when God closes a door
A few weeks ago, Eric and I threw the kids
into the car for a full day of Easter drop
offs for our youth. We dropped off candy
and notes. Most importantly, we dropped
off VINYL STICKERS. A few youth have
told me how they got the PERFECT
sticker that spoke to their life right now,
and a few parents have confessed they
stole some stickers for themselves. I stole
one, too, and I put it up outside of the
youth room. It says, “When God closes a
door, praise God in the hallway.” I’ve
heard this before, but when I sorted
through the mega pack I purchased on
Amazon, it stopped me in my tracks.

This past year with COVID has been a
series of closed doors. Some doors have
been politely closed: Someone is shooing
us away and asking us to come back later.
Other doors have been slammed in our
face. We have found ourselves in a hall-
way.

If you’ve ever been stranded in a hall-
way, waiting on the door you need to
open, you know that is not a fun place to
be. Now, picture this as a Seinfield epi-
sode: Not only are you in the hallway,
but our entire church congregation is

there, too. Some are sitting cross-legged
and relaxing, trusting that God is going
to open the door in due time. Others are
searching for something to bust the doors
down with. Many are crying, worried the
doors will never open again. The kids have
already started climbing the walls. I am
probably walking around and checking if
anyone has snacks. This scene is chaotic—
the stuff of Seinfield gold.

Now, can you imagine Philip stopping
all the chaos to call us to join together in a
hymn? Can you hear the squeal of baby
Logan, the laughter of children, the com-
munal shushing, me crinkling snacks back
into my purse? Can you hear that sweet
silence before we join in song? Can you
imagine the tears in our eyes as we collec-
tively remember that we serve a God wor-
thy of hallway praise, of hallway faith?
What a moment that would be.

We’re still in this hallway, but take
heart. Some doors are being opened back
up. In the photo, you see youth return-
ing for in-person fellowship (such a beau-
tiful door). Soon, some will gather for a
distanced picnic, others for our first in-
person service. Many will still be worship-

ing alongside us on livestream
and Zoom. Pray for our youth
program as we navigate this
transition, pray for our youth as
they end their school year strong,
pray for our parents as they con-
tinue to make decisions for their
family, pray for our volunteers as
they support our youth.

As we wait for those remain-
ing doors to be opened, as we wait
for “normal,” may we collectively
breathe deeply and may we praise
God in this hallway together. We
serve a God who is worthy of
hallway praise.  

—Kelly Ann Seaman

Photo by Minta McIntosh

May 23

is

High School

Graduate

Recognition

Sunday
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back, and she retired from the state
in spring 2020.

We asked Adrianne to help us
understand what happened with
our electric power in February and
what her new role will be with the
PUC. Here are her answers:

With your knowledge of ERCOT
since 2002, can you explain what
happened (in layman terms) and
why it happened: why we were left
with cold homes and bursting wa-
ter pipes?

The generation of electrical power
and load (usage) must be equal at
all times or the entire electric grid
collapses. Normally, generation
regulates to meet the load. In other
words, it increases and decreases as
load increases and decreases. Late
Sunday night (February 14), load
increased throughout the night be-
cause it was so cold, but generation
started tripping offline. There will be
a report after a thorough investiga-
tion to determine all of the causes,
but we know most of them already.
Thermal generation (gas, coal,
nuclear, fuel oil) failed due to parts
of the units themselves freezing, and
due to fuel issues. Parts of our natu-

ral gas infrastructure froze. Some
wind turbines froze, and some of the
solar panels were covered in ice and
snow.

When there is no generation to
increase and meet rising load, load
has to decrease. When ERCOT sees
that the load is too high for the
amount of generation available, it
has to order the distribution utili-
ties (e.g., Oncor, Georgetown Utili-
ties, Pedernales) to drop distribution
circuits equal to a certain number of
megawatts (1,000 kilowatts equals
one megawatt). Every distribution
utility knows what its percentage
responsibility is of the total that
ERCOT says it needs to drop. The
distribution utility chooses the cir-
cuits to shut off. ERCOT does not.

ERCOT needed an unprecedented
amount of load or use to drop dur-
ing the weather event. There were
not enough distribution circuits to
rotate, so some people were without
power for days. The distribution
utility is also required to protect cer-
tain circuits in case of catastrophic
system failures, as well as prioritize
certain circuits known to serve hos-
pitals and other essential services.

(continued on next page)

You’ve worked with two utilities in
Texas, monitoring their interests as
ERCOT stakeholders, and serving
with the Public Utility Commission
of Texas and monitoring its ERCOT
stakeholder process. Is that why the
PUC called you back?
After the weather event, I was asked
to come back and help with the fi-
nancial fallout. The PUC then cre-
ated this new role to address the
legislature’s concern with how the
two organizations, PUC and
ERCOT, were working together and
communicating. I expect my involve-
ment to be duration-limited. I will
make recommendations for improve-
ments and re-retire.

The news release says you have
been charged with enhancing the
PUC’s oversight of the ERCOT grid
operator and market manager. What
does this mean?

The PUC’s enabling statute states
that ERCOT is “directly responsible
and accountable to the commission.”
I think that means when things go
wrong the commission can’t say,
“That’s ERCOT’s fault.” And, ERCOT
cannot just look at the commission
and say,”Well they’re in charge.” The
two organizations need to start

From the ERCOT
Facebook page,

February 14:

#ERCOT set a new winter
peak demand record this
evening, reaching 69,150
MW between 6 and 7 p.m.
This is more than 3,200
MW higher than the
previous winter peak set
back in January 2018.
Thanks to everyone who
has been conserving
today. We appreciate it!
#conserve #saveenergy
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Surveyors
“Last Days”
May 9 - 30
Gary Nelon
The class will use Dr.
R.C. Sproul’s book on
the subject and four
videos he taught fo-
cusing on end times.

Homebuilders
“Body & Soul: Reclaiming the Heidelberg
Catechism”
Through May 23
Karen Jones
This class is taking a closer look at one of
our confessions with a six-week DVD se-

ries by theologian and
pastor M. Craig Barnes.
In this series, we’ll find
how this 450-year-old
confession is a reliable
and inspiring compan-
ion in a world where
faith and doubt coexist.
Join this class and dis-
cover comfort in belong-

ing, body and soul, to the triune God. 
Homebuilders is a discussion-oriented

class for adults that covers topics in Chris-
tian living, scripture and church history.
Formed to meet the needs of adults in the
family building stage of life, Homebuilders
welcomes all.

Join this group over Zoom
at noon on Wednesdays.
Contact Karen Rayburn for
the Zoom link.

Some Christians miss the
importance of the biblical
feasts, seeing them as
merely “Jewish” holidays,
but scripture says these are
the Feasts of the Lord that
God established for all
people for all time.

During this six-session,
DVD-based study and
Participation Guide, “Feasts
of the Bible,” you can
connect the Hebrew roots of
Christianity and the sym-
bolism that points to Jesus
Christ. The study concludes
June 5.

SundaySundaySundaySundaySundaySchoolSchoolSchoolSchoolSchool
9 : 3 0  A.  M.  O N   Z O O M

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
This Wednesday noon Bible
study continues its study of
the gospel of John with
Sturdy Wanamaker. 
Contact Ron Place to be
added to the participant list
and receive the Zoom link.

Ladies’ Lunch
Bible Study

For the Zoom links to these classes, con-
tact Jaime Cowan or watch for them in
the weekly church email.

Other
Educational

Opportunities
Crossroads
“Wired Word”
Patrick & Amanda Tolbert 
Crossroads is a class that aims to integrate
faith and life. With our minds and hearts
steeped in scripture, we pray our way
through today’s headlines. In our curricu-
lum, news pieces are interspersed with re-
flection questions and opportunity for dia-
logue and discernment.

Adult Elective
“Engaging Our Missions”
April 25 & May 2: Brookwood in

Georgetown
On May 2 we close out this series of classes
on our supported missions with a final
Sunday focused on the mission and min-
istry of Brookwood in Georgetown (BiG)
then Adult Elective takes a break until our
summer elective (“The Color of Compro-
mise”), save for one Sunday. May 16 will
have a one-time special offering on legacy
giving (below).

“Legacy Giving Workshop”
May 16, 9:30 a.m.
Jake Wilson, Relationship Manager
Texas Presbyterian Foundation (TFP)
Everyone leaves a legacy. What kind will
you leave? A legacy of purpose? A legacy of
love? Whether it’s your church or your
favorite nonprofit, now more than ever it’s
important to focus on what’s most mean-
ingful to you.

FPC has partnered with the Texas Pres-
byterian Foundation (TPF) to help you
create your lasting legacy. Join this virtual
learning event, hosted by Jake Wilson from
TPF, to receive insight into a carefully de-
veloped collective of planned giving solu-
tions that exist to enable and expand
mission. This engaging and insightful con-
versation will enable you to:
 Describe the potential far-reaching impact
of your legacy
 Outline key planned giving options such
as Endowments, Donor Advised Funds,
Charitable Gift Annuities, and Bequests.
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working together more closely. My charge
is to identify areas where communication
can be improved and where ERCOT and
the commission can work together to de-
velop better rules around the market and
system reliability. Once those areas are
identified, my job will be to inflict cultural
changes on both organizations to make
that happen. Going forward, I think this
will lead to a stronger relationship and
better reliability. I am not conducting a
post mortem or investigation. There are
many of those going on right now. I am
focused on improving things going for-
ward.

The governor made ERCOT reform an
emergency item during this legislative
session, and bills related to ERCOT have
been filed and hearings held. And
changes were announced at both PUC
and ERCOT. Any comment on all that?

I personally welcome meaningful leg-
islation to improve the commission,
ERCOT, the electric market and system
reliability. That being said, it is important
to realize that there is nothing that can
be done to guarantee ERCOT never has
to shed load again, and any meaningful
change will cost money. We can, however,
implement changes to lessen the severity
of another event.

Adrianne and the PUC
(continued from previous page)

Damage costs and
economic losses from

the intense winter storm
that hit the country

in mid-February may
rise to as much as $130
billion in Texas alone,

according to
AccuWeather.

Sweeping power
outages, hundreds of

thousands of insurance
claims and millions of

impacted residents
across the nation are

adding up to make the
punishing coast-to-coast

winter weather in
February likely the
costliest month of

weather impacts in the
U.S. in recent history.

Across the U.S.,
AccuWeather’s estimate
of the total damage and
economic loss resulting
from the brutal winter
weather in February is

now about $155 billion.
—Insurance Journal

Cost of the storm

Each month a staff member weighs in on his or
her favorite things in our church library. You
can check out books during church office hours
or contact us for other times to access the li-
brary.

I was so excited to find this book solely
devoted to the 4th Commandment after
Pastor Bobby’s recent sermon series over
the Ten Commandments. In Call the Sab-
bath a Delight, Chantry does a wonderful
job giving a stark reality check to society
as he reflects upon the startling transfor-
mation that has taken place in the way
Christians approach the Lord’s Day. While
he does not flinch from stressing that the
effects of this have been disastrous—mor-
ally and socially, as well as spiritually—
his burden is not morally negative. His
concern is to show why and how the
Lord’s Day is meant to be one of joy and

blessing for God’s
people. He em-
phasizes the posi-
tive, showing that
the Lord’s Day
frees your time so
you can focus on
spiritual things.
He also focuses
on principles of
Sabbath-keeping,
while  avoiding
specific do’s and

don’ts. The book is easy to follow, nei-
ther overly complicated nor overly simple.
Topics he covers are the practical implica-
tions of the doctrine of God’s providence
and the doctrine of election, as well as top-
ics such as repentance and maturity in the
faith. It is written with a deep pastoral
concern. —Jaime Cowan

“Call the Sabbath a Delight”
by Walter Chantry

FPC

https://fpcgeorgetown.buzzsprout.com

FPC
Podcast

Listen to sermons,

services, special music

performances and

special events of

First Presbyterian Church
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N

Dates and updates for FPC Education

F
P
C

Hello, church family,
April has been a rich month. We have

taken steps toward worshiping in person
regularly. Our children have truly led us
in worship during FPC Kids Sunday. We
have celebrated the story and triumph of
Jesus’s life during Holy Week. We have
gathered in a parking lot with Porta Pot-
ties to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus,
because there ain’t no mountain high
enough to keep us from that important
work of celebrating. We are Easter people—
alleluia!

This past month in education has fea-
tured content to engage in every class, but
since I have been hosting the Adult Elec-
tive each Sunday, let me tell you what I
know. I know that the conversations in
“Engaging Our Missions” have been noth-
ing short of vital. I say vital, and I mean it
in the sense of bringing vitality. We have
had an important opportunity this spring
to engage with several of our mission part-
ners in deep, intentional dialogues. These
kinds of conversations will enable us as a
church to partner in significant ways with
our mission partners and stay up to date
with core needs and updates. I trust that
these classes will continue to do Kingdom
work in us and in our partnerships in the
days and years to come. I am so grateful to
our Mission Committee and Mission Ad-
vocates for their leadership in this elective
series. Feel free to join us for our final ses-
sion on May 2 when we will hear from
Erin Kiltz, founder and Executive Direc-
tor of Brookwood in Georgetown (BiG),
as well as our own Karen Jones and
Annabel McClure.

Important dates and updates
I want to let you know about three im-
portant dates and updates:
 This summer we will host one Adult
Elective class, “The Color of Compro-
mise,” based on the book of the same name
by historian Jemar Tisby. This class will
be co-taught by Cliff Snyder, Karen Jones,
Pastor Bobby and Kathy Kubatzky. It will
meet from June 6 through July 25—all
eight Sundays in June and July. Together

the class will survey two works by Jemar
Tisby that engage the issue of racism in
America and in the American church: The
Color of Compromise: The Truth about the
American Church’s Complicity in Racism, a New
York Times bestseller, and How to Fight Rac-
ism. Feel free to preorder these works so
you can engage in this important discus-
sion, and stay tuned for more details to be
released in the next few weeks!
 VBS 2021 is around the corner, coming
for us! This is definitely something to get
excited about. Please know this year that
our volunteers are going to be even more
essential in determining how many chil-
dren we can serve. With additional restric-
tions and safety markers, we need more of
us to do this important work of growing
children in the Lord and inviting the com-
munity to begin a journey with Christ.
Please prayerfully consider if you might
be led to serve in VBS this year and then
follow the leading, whatever it is!
 Remember, too, that registration is offi-
cially OPEN for All-Church Retreat 2021!
We are excited to get out to Mo-Ranch,
connect with each other, and be engaged
by a message for our time as Rev. Dr. Cindy
Rigby speaks to us about co-laboring with
God and “Shaping the New Normal.”
Mark your calendars for September 17-19
and register to go with us!

There is more that could be said, but in-
stead, I’ll just close with a question: FPC,
aren’t you excited about what God is doing with
us?!

—Stephanie

In recent weeks, FPC
Kids have:
 served as worship
leaders through Kids
Sunday
 learned about spiritual
growth in “desert times”
through our online
Sunday school class-
room.
 focused on the idea of
community in our FPC
Kids Family Zoom
meetings.

Of course, through it
all, we have done our
best to engage each
other as “intergenera-
tional spiritual friends”
and follow the Lord
together.

What’s coming up for
FPC Kids in May?

We will finish our
“Desert People” series
and study a few memo-
rable spiritual lessons
that come only through
eating candy...

We will have our last
FPC Kids Family Zoom
times, with our last
meeting being in person!
We look forward to
seeing each other and
discovering what will be
in our Summer Delivery
Box!

Contact Stephanie if you
have any questions about
children’s education and
fellowship opportunities.
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Prayer for a Pandemic

Last May, in FirstWord we used a particu-
larly relevant prayer found on the internet.
At the time we didn’t know that it was
written on March 9 as the COVID-19 cri-
sis gripped our nation and the world.
Cameron Wiggins Bellm, a Catholic
mother of two in Seattle, wrote and posted
the prayer on Instagram, and it continues
to be widely shared on the internet. The
author released the prayer into the public
domain, welcoming its wide use and dis-
tribution for people of faith. Some churches
have even incorporated a version of it into
their online worship services, as the basis
for a blessing. We run it again, a year later,
because it still strikes a chord.

May we who are merely inconvenienced re-
member those whose lives are at stake.

May we with no risk factors remember those
most vulnerable.

May those with the luxury of working from
home remember those who must choose between
preserving their health or making their rent.

May those with the flexibility to care for our
children when schools close remember those with
no options.

May we who must cancel a trip remember
those with no safe place to go.

May we who are losing our margin money
in the tumult of the economic market remember
those who have no margin at all.

May those who must quarantine at home
remember those with no home.

As fear grips our country, let us choose love
during this time when we cannot physically wrap
our arms around each other; let us find ways to
be the loving embrace to God and our neighbor.
Amen.

Prayer for a Pandemic

Humor

In May 1997 Jenny
Carswell wrote to her
husband Bob, who was in
Scotland at the time with
two of their children while
she was in Lake Jackson,
Texas, with their daughters
Sheena, who was in
kindergarten, and Katie.
Here is what Jenny included
in her letter to him:

Yesterday Sheena came
home from school and said,
“Miss Burleson told us she
will be coming back to
school as Mrs. McDaniel.”

“Oh,” I said. “How nice.
She must be getting
married.”

Sheena looked at me as if
I was crazy and said,
“First she will have to find
a man.”

I said, “I think she must
have found the man already
since she knows what her
married name will be.”

Sheena thought about
that for a moment then
said, “She’ll get a baby,
too, then.”

So I said, “Maybe not
right away.”

Sheena looked at me
again as if I knew nothing
and said, “If she gets close
enough to that man she
will.”

End of story.

joy the gift of one another’s company
more readily and regularly,” Pastor Bobby
said. “But we are mindful that we need to
remain vigilant as COVID variants become
increasingly problematic.”

He said the Safety and Security Com-
mittee will continue to monitor COVID-
19 data and make recommendations to
session “if we need to adjust our plans or
protocols at some point.”

Bobby added, “Although many of our
adults are either vaccinated or will be
shortly, we recognize that our children
and youth are not. This means we must
navigate this transition thoughtfully and
lovingly. We want to care for and include
all who want to participate, whether that
is worship in person or worship through
virtual livestreams.”

In-person worship
(continued from front page)

Drive a Senior (Faith in Action) North-
west (Austin) received a $500 donation,
thanks to Hope Presbyterian Church’s
win in a Trivia Contest with FPC in March.

Six teams from each church met vir-
tually in a three-round contest that was
shown on Hope’s YouTube channel. At
the end of the third round, Jim Henry
from Hope was declared winner. Each
church put up $250 to go to the nonprofit
of the winner’s choice.

Thanks to these FPC members for rep-
resenting our church: Theresa and Bill
McKenna, Virginia Reid (from her new
home in Michigan), Robert Cravens and
Linda Thomas, Chris Crenshaw, Adrianne
Brandt and Shawn Levsen, and Terri and
Dennis Boroczk.

Northwest

While this issue of FirstWord was being final-
ized, session was to meet April 27 and consider
a motion from Safety and Security Committee
on revised ODTAP safety protocols and ap-
proval of guidelines for returning to in-person
gatherings, effective May 3. The motion included
rational for returning, updated safety protocols,
a “Stair-step” approach, and community con-
siderations and personal choice of congregants.
Watch for more info in church emails!

There’s always next year!



— 3 —

Flowers in Worship/
May

Sign up online
to provide flowers

Check out the virtual flower
calendar online to provide
flowers for worship in 2021!

There are still Sundays left
to choose from, so reserve
your slot now. Contact
Christina Bondesen for a
link to the sign-up page.

You can also indicate
online if you want your
arrangement to be re-gifted
for the church Flower
Ministry.

Once you are signed up,
contact either The Flower
Box or A Matter of Taste to
order your arrangement.

Be sure to give the florist
the date of Sunday worship.
Both florists have key code
access to our facilities.

Contact Christina if you
have questions.

BIRTHDAYS
(continued from previous page)

Speaker Irene Lange, RN, was a mission-
ary for 45 years. In what she calls an
“adrenaline-driven world,” Irene will talk
about the biblical meaning of the word
“sabbath” as seen through the scriptures,
God’s view of Sabbath rest and how we
go from 90 to 0 mph.

Irene and her late
husband Rick served
in Mexico, Haiti and
Kenya. After his death,
she worked in England
for two years before her
physical health caused
her to come home.

A Stephen Ministry
leader in Georgetown,
for the past six years Irene also has pro-
vided member care and counseling to Mus-
lims in Houston through a mission
outreach. Locally she is a volunteer driver
for Faith in Action Georgetown.

M A Y   W O R S H I P

Watch for the Zoom link
in the weekly church email

“Sabbath Rest in the

Neighborhood:

Hurry Up and Be Still!”

7 p.m. Monday, May 3

For more info and to RSVP, go to
http://eepurl.com/hv1xlX.

Come eat and visit on the Sunday before
we return to in-person worship! The Fel-
lowship Committee asks each individual
or family to bring their own food, drink,
utensils and paper products. Parking is lim-
ited, so carpooling is recommended. You
can arrive and begin eating as early as you
want, but a prayer for lunch will be said
at 12:20 p.m. Sunday’s livestream service
that day will end a few minutes before noon
so you have time to get to the park. Look
for more info in the weekly church email
prior to that Sunday!

ALL-CHURCH PICNIC
Sunday, May 2    12 noon - 2 p.m.

Berry Springs Park (Tonkawa Pavilion)
27 Eden Cessac

Noelle Cessac
Nancy Dudley

28 Kyle Chapman
David Lee Hulsey
Barb Johnston
Chester Kozak
Tim Kubatzky

29 Ann Kaiser
Henry Koenig

30 Edna Malone
Ron Place

31 Maggie Stenborg

Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching all month
*Denotes livestream service

May 2: “Why Everybody Wants a
Wedding on the Farm”
Communion
8:30 a.m., Presbyterian Cemetery
*11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 22:25-31; John 15:1-8

May 9: “The Urgent Gift that Quakers
Provide”
Mother’s Day/In-person worship begins
8:30 a.m. and *11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 98; John 15:9-17

May 16:
PW Board Installation
8:30 a.m. and *11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 1; John 17:6-19

May 23: “First Fruits”
High School Graduate Recognition
8:30 a.m. and *11 a.m.
Scripture: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b;

Romans 8:22-27

May 30: “The Sacred Gift”
8:30 a.m. and *11 a.m.
Scripture: Isaiah 6:1-8; Romans 8:12-17

FRED
Talks

2 Bridget Chapman
9 Mark & Ruth DeRuyter
16 George & Linette Harwell
23 Ray & Karen Rayburn
30 Bridget Chapman

An FPC mission project helping
members with routine

home maintenance.
Call the church office

to schedule a visit from one
of the Friends in Deed.

Friends
in Deed
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LOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKING
BACKBACKBACKBACKBACK
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10 years: May 2011

 Youth hold a Parents’ Night Out
fundraiser May 11, entertaining chil-
dren 4 years to 5th grade, with pro-
ceeds going toward the cost of youth
summer trips, including a senior
high trip for a week in San Antonio
serving the homeless and working
with Habitat for Humanity.
 “Saints Alive!  Living Generously”
is announced as the 2012 Steward-
ship Campaign theme.
 Congratulations to high school
seniors graduating May 27: Rachel
Aldrich, Robby Bedford, Rowan
Guidici, Preston McFarlin and
Dalton Thomas. Rowan invites his
church family to a Senior Recital on
Sunday, May 8 (Mother’s Day).
 Registration begins May 15 for
Camp BLAST (Best Little Adventure
of the Summer Time) in August.
 Sam Matthews leads an Adult Elec-
tive Sunday School class on “Rac-
ing with Jeremiah: The Quest for Life
at Its Best.”
 Penny Leone highlights FPC’s
“hidden ministry,” the Care Minis-
try, with much going on “behind the
scenes” and asking for volunteers as
people drive fellow members to ap-
pointments; take meals and food to
the sick, bereaved and stressed; send
care cards; and offer a listening ear.
Members of the 2011 Confirmation
Class taught by Pastor Mike and Joy
Bedford appear in a photo: Cade
Basey, Shelby Brainard, Dean Tay-
lor, Caitlin Knight, Rachel Taylor,
Jacob Wenzel, Elijah Folsom, Robby
Isenhour, Rachel Bondesen, Tori
Schmalstieg and Tanner Walden.
 The Caring Place begins a 7,000-
square-foot expansion, with more
space for client services (doubling the
number served daily), the food pan-
try, food storage warehouse and the
thrift store.
Mission sewing members delivered
pillows to residents at a local nurs-
ing home and afghans for eight
graduating seniors at Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and Services. 

 In LOGOS news, the much antici-
pated Cup Stomp competition re-
sulted in a new champion, Hope
Smith.
 A petting zoo that visited Noah’s
Ark brought baby bunnies, duck-
lings, goats, kittens and chickens to
the large playground.
Morris Fisher announces an ACTs
adventure, a train ride on the Hill
Country Flyer from Cedar Park and
traveling west to Burnet. (ACTs
stands for Adult Christian Trea-
sures.)
 New PW Board officers installed
are Carol Siekmeier, Moderator; Judy
Thomson, Vice Moderator; Becky
Hesson-Smith, Secretary; and Carala
Carver, Treasurer.
 A baccalaureate service and recep-
tion are held Sunday afternoon May
5 in Fellowship Hall for Richarte
High School, a mission project of the
Presbyterian Women Fellowship.

25 years: May 1996

 Mrs. Tom Purl, president of the
Women of the Church, announces a
special meeting of all women follow-
ing the Wednesday Night Supper to
take care of several items of business.
 The Wednesday Night Supper is the
last until the annual ice cream sup-
per the first Wednesday in August.
 July 15-31 is approved for Pastor
Warren Hall’s vacation. Rev. Andrew
Byers will fill in. “In case of need,
the pastor can be reached through
the clerk of session, Frank Faris.”
 W.L. (Duck) Walden and C.A.
(Charles) Forbes are approved to rep-
resent session at the summer John
Knox Presbytery meeting.
 It is announced that the Synod of
Texas meeting will be held at Trinity
University in June, “a joint meeting
with the Presbyterian Church,
UPUSA.”

50 years: May 1971

 The congregation celebrates Pastor
Mike’s achievement—a Doctor of
Ministry degree from Austin Semi-
nary—with a continental breakfast
buffet and reception during the Sun-
day School hour May 26.
 Among Session highlights:

Mission Committee reports the
congregation gave $2,251 to the One
Great Hour of Sharing offering, the
largest gift ever.

Worship Committee reports fur-
ther work toward the goal of hav-
ing a handbell choir by year’s end.
 Cindy Roberts leads an Adult Elec-
tive video series, “1-2-3 Magic: Effec-
tive Discipline for Children 3 - 12.”

 Cathy Ramsey, Pastor Mike, Nancy
Eckert, Linda Seals, Lloyd Laas and
Joy Bedford visited First Pres in
Kingwood to observe the LOGOS
program there, where Cathy and
husband David were once part of
that program’s roots.
 The youth’s Wednesday Night Live
group announced registration for
the summer camp “Fun in the Son”
on South Padre Island.
 Dr. Fred Hilgeman, Southwestern
University chemistry professor,
speaks at the Men’s Christian Fellow-
ship. “His topic is unknown so come
and be surprised. You might hear
baseball umpiring stories.”
 Jonathan Roberts and Lacey Unger
were among LOGOS choir members
receiving perfect attendance awards.
 The music of George Biggs was pre-
sented in concert at Southwestern
University featuring the FPC choir
and other soloists.
 The church ministries of Lenice
Smithwich and Cathy Ramsey are
recognized by the congregation at
the annual church barbecue in San
Gabriel Park.
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5 Walt & Sue Juncker
Roger & Cindee Molenda

6 Joey & Amber Cessac
10 Chris & Sarah Crenshaw
12 Jerry & Mary Ann Fine

Morgan & Ashlin Miller
13 Keith & Cathy Tucker
16 Andrew & Kendall Guinn

Tom Yantis & Mary Mitchem
19 Erick & Aimee Stenborg
21 Tim & Angie Harris
24 Steve & Teresa Wilson
25 Mike & Larian Carson

Lyndy & Haley Watkins
27 Brian Hall & Lynn Azuma

Bobby & Haley Weisbrod
30 Thom & Cindy Bausch
31 Rob & Cathy Fullinwider

Robert & Anne Gowdy
Gene & Carolyn Gregory

2 Florence Gould
Will Koenig
Liz Weaver

3 Tim Kennedy
Olive Ozanus
James Red

4 Larry Buchanan
Delaney Leloux
Tom Yantis

5 Karen Jones
Johnnie Kovar
Penny Leone

6 Lindsey Kozak
Jeffrey Stump

7 Robby Bedford
8 Fran Lovejoy
9 Cassandra Syler

Jennifer Whitehead
10 Susan Isenhour
12 Beverly Dennis
14 Mona Andersen

Luke Hulsey
Mason Rayburn

15 Alaina Guthrie
17 Kitty Bristow
18 Robert Bedford

Rod Burke
Sandie Kienitz

19 Jack Schmalstieg
20 Cherril Lemmink
22 Josef Bookert
23 Vivienne Hammit

Aaron Kozak
Betty Anne Poe

24 Reece Cowan
Richard Jenny
Jacob Wenzel

25 Karen Rayburn
Timothy Roberts

26 Nelson Barrett
Ann Pearson
Sterling Root

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church

ANNIVERSARIES

Among Our People

BIRTHDAYS

(continued on next page)

2021 All-Church Retreat
September 17 - 19

Mo-Ranch (Hunt, Tx)

Retreat Leader: Dr. Cynthia L. Rigby
The W.C. Brown Professor of Theology

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary

 Contact Stephanie Mettler
if you have questions.
Visit www.moranch.com

for information on the conference center.

Actual
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - March 2021

General Operating Fund

Income
 Pledges $322,204 $817,850 39%
 Other $48,355 $101,600 48%
 TOTAL $370,559 $919,450 40%
    
Expenses
 Validated Mission $17,362 $56,029 31%
 Local/Other Mission $9,525 $26,241 36%
 Ministry of the Word $35,842 $148,468 24%
 Program/Support Staff $91,355 $402,975 23%
 Christian Education $3,083 $37,950 8%
 Music and Worship $5,977 $21,100 28%
 Evangelism/Care $346 $13,365 3%
 Property $26,853 $100,100 27%
 Stewardship/Finance $4,038 $19,000 21%
 Other Oper Expenses $7,490 $79,395 9%
 Debt Retirement $24,388 $97,548 25%
 TOTAL $226,259 $1,002,171 23%

In the hospital last month: Glen Kaiser
(surgery 4/12), Dana Hall (surgery 4/13),
G-Ann Martin and David Siekmeier
(surgery 4/12).

Our sympathy to Bob & Jeanine Albers
on the death of Bob’s brother, Don Albers,
March 9 in Wichita, Kansas. Services were
held March 13 in Conroe.

Congratulations to:
 Nic & Sami Leloux on the birth of their
son, Henry Raymond Leloux, March 23
in Delaware. Proud grandparents are
Conley & Cathy Leloux.
 Larry & Helen Burk on the births of
two great-grandchildren: Kyler Jace Bra-
bandt, February 19, and Bellemy Rain
Piskorik, March 29.
 Adrianne Brandt, who was named by
the Public Utility Commission of Texas as
the agency’s new Director of ERCOT, Inc.
Accountability and charged with enhanc-
ing oversight of the grid operator and
market manager.
 Ann Kaiser, who received the Ambassa-
dor of Year Award in March from the
Georgetown Chamber of Commerce. The
award is given to an ambassador who
goes above and beyond for a small busi-
ness in Georgetown for a year.

In memoriam: A memorial service, offici-
ated by Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert, was
held—
 April 26 for Ouida Henderson in the
Sanctuary. Ouida passed away April 21.
She was a member from 1947-52, 1961-86
and 1995 to present.
 April 22 for Howard Dudding at the
Central Texas Veteran’s Cemetery. Howard
passed away in May 2020 and had been a
member since October 1999.
 April 12 for Ralph Gibson at Ramsey Fu-
neral Home. Ralph passed away March 27
and had been a member since April 2008.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-

mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIntosh
and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col. Mike
Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st Class
Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos, Larry &
Helen Burk’s grandson; and Christian
Winckel, grandson of Sandy Hayes.
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Easter 2021
(during COVID)

The Georgetown High
School parking lot
was the scene of an
outdoor FPC Easter
service April 4. Left:
Liturgist Christina
Bondesen and Pastor
Bobby Hulme-Lippert
wait the start of the
service. Below, Philip
Smith, Music and
Worship Director, is
soloist for the service.

The traditional “Flower
Cross” at Easter made its
way to the parking lot that
Sunday to be adorned with
flowers then moved to the
church lawn. Top: Joey
Mikel, and bottom: Tricia,
Ema and Connor Osborne.
Right, Pastor Bobby leads
those present in partici-
pating in communion at
the service.

More photos on back page.

As is our tradition
at Easter, lilies
again adorned

our two worship
spaces, in the

Sanctuary and
in the GHS
parking lot.

Easter photos by Natalie Hubbard

Register at fpcgeorgetown.org/acr

The retreat is back after we
missed being together last year!

New Normal”
“Shaping the

To notify

the church

office if:

 You change your
physical or mailing
address

 You change your email
address or add email

 You change your home
or cell phone number

 You add a new phone
number

Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert

Pastor
703 S. Church Street

Georgetown, TX 78626

Phone: 512-863-3381

published monthly by

FIRSTWORD

Email:
churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org
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FIRSTWORD

What does FPC
member Adrianne
Brandt have to do
with ERCOT and
the Public Utility
Commission of

Texas?
See page 10.

Together again, in person, in May
After more than a year in the throes
of a COVID-19 pandemic, FPC will
return to worship services in the
church building on Sunday, May 9.
This follows an outdoor Easter ser-
vice and three planned services at
Presbyterian Cemetery in April and
on May 2. Only one indoor service
has been held since March 15, 2020,
when we began livestreaming wor-
ship after stay-at-home quarantines
were imposed in the county to stem
the spread of the virus.

Beginning May 9, there will be an
in-person 8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. ser-
vice at church in addition to the
usual service on YouTube at 11. The
livestream service will continue each
Sunday after we return to in-person
worship.

It is anticipated that damage to
Fellowship Hall caused by the Feb-
ruary storm will be repaired and the
hall will be ready for use by May 9.
The adjoining hallways and class-
rooms may take longer to repair and
be accessible.

Session in April approved the
purchase of seven air purifiers (five
for Fellowship Hall and two for the
Sanctuary), recommended by Prop-
erty Committee to improve air qual-
ity in the worship spaces and reduce
the risk of spreading COVID-19.

The Safety and Security Commit-
tee, chaired by Cliff Snyder, will rec-
ommend safety protocols as we
return to in-person gatherings. The
committee assumed responsibility for
this from its ODTAP task force,
which was dissolved in March.
Watch for updates on the safety pro-
tocols and what to expect when we
return to the church facility. 

A survey of the congregation in
March, to which 158 responded, is
helping guide the return to in-
person worship. As of March 29, 61%
said they are fully vaccinated; an-
other 25% have one of two shots; 9%
plan to be vaccinated; and 1% do not
intend to get the vaccine. As of March
29, 53% said they are comfortable re-
turning to in-person, in-building

worship (with safety precautions);
24% have some reservations; and 18%
are not ready.

The Safety and Security Commit-
tee is also looking at when church
ministries, groups and classes can re-
sume use of other spaces, including
the Education Building, as well as
protocols for use of those spaces. By
newsletter deadline, some rooms
were not ready for use as repairs con-
tinued following the water damage.
However, there are some spaces not
affected by repairs, such as upstairs
rooms near the Sanctuary and rooms
in the Education Building.

“We are excited to be in this sea-
son of transition where we can en-

(continued on page 13)
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Pastor Bobby summed up First Presbyterian Church’s

April 4 outdoor Easter service experience: "We got

sun, and rain, and wind, and planes, and birds...and

Jesus!"

MAMAMAMAMAYYYYY

Nancy Stamler (left) and daughter Esther Stamler look through the
bulletin for the service.

SUNDAY

25
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
4th Sunday of Easter
8:30am Worship at Cemetery
11:00am Livestream Worship

2
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
5th Sunday of Easter
Communion
8:30am Worship at Cemetery
11:00am Livestream Worship

9
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
6th Sunday of Easter
8:30am Sanctuary
11:00am WCFH & Livestream Worship

16
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
7th Sunday of Easter
PW Board Installation
8:30am Sanctuary
11:00am WCFH & Livestream Worship

23
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Pentecost Sunday
High School Graduate Recognition
8:30am Sanctuary
11:00am WCFH & Livestream Worship

30
Philip Smith on vacation thru 6/3
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Trinity Sunday
8:30am Sanctuary
11:00am WCFH & Livestream Worship

MONDAY

26
8:30–noon Office Open

3
8:30-noon Office Open
11:00am PW Board
12:30pm Stephen

Leaders
700pm FRED Talk

10
8:30-noon Office Open
10:00am Sarah-Ruth

Circle

17
8:30-noon Office Open

24
8:30-noon Office Open

31
Memorial Day
Office Closed

FRIDAY

30
8:30-noon Office Open

7
8:30-noon Office Open

14
8:30-noon Office Open

21
8:30-noon Office Open

28
Jaime Cowan on
vacation thru 6/5
8:30-noon Office Open

4
8:30-noon Office Open

THURSDAY

29
8:30-noon Office Open

6
8:30-noon Office Open

13
8:30-noon Office Open

20
8:30-noon Office Open
10:00am Virtual

Senior
Seminar

27
8:30-noon Office Open

3
8:30-noon Office Open

WEDNESDAY

28
8:30-noon Office Open
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

5
8:30-noon Office Open
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

12
8:30-noon Office Open
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor
1:00pm Lydia Circle

19
8:30-noon Office Open
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor
10:00am Martha Circle
10:00am Rachel Circle
11:00am Hannah-Esther Circle

26
8:30-noon Office Open
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

2
8:30-noon Office Open
9:00am Virtual Coffee w/Pastor

TUESDAY

27
8:30-noon Office Open
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session

4
8:30-noon Office Open
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
6:30pm Elizabeth Circle

11
8:30-noon Office Open
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:30pm Committee Meetings

18
8:30-noon Office Open
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
4:30pm Newsletter Deadline

25
8:30-noon Office Open
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
7:00pm Session Meeting

1
8:30-noon Office Open
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting

SATURDAY
15
Christina Bondesen on vacation thru 5/31

Have you been keeping a journal or
occasionally writing down your
thoughts, aspirations, hopes and
dreams, prayers or activities during
this past year while we’ve been in a
life-altering global pandemic? Many
people have: everyday folks, journ-
alers, bloggers, pastors, writers, stu-
dents and even Presbyterians. Here’s
your opportunity if you haven’t
been.

Pastor Bobby announced that he
will lead a weekly, 90-minute class
that begins at 9:30 a.m. Wednesday,

June 2, and runs for five weeks,
through June 30, with the location
to be announced later. “Growing in
Grace: A Writing Class for Writers,
Non-Writers and Everyone In-
Between” is for all interested persons.
It begins as virtual coffee with Bobby
winds down at the end of May.

Bobby invites you to join him in
capturing the memories and mo-
ments of this past year. “That we have
been through a lot this past year is
an understatement! And the farther

Writing class with Pastor Bobby

(continued on page 8)
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