
FPC’s congregation is once again singing
in worship, as of June 13, after not having
done so since mid-March 2020.

On recommendation of the Safety &
Security Committee, session in June voted
to amend the current “Guidelines for
Gatherings” to allow congregational sing-
ing during worship. Masks continue to be
encouraged for those attending worship
who are unvaccinated, especially if they
choose to sing.

Knowing that children under 12 are
not eligible for the COVID-19 vaccination
at this time, the committee included op-

July 2021

R o o t e d . R e f o r m e d . R e l e v a n t.

Alleluia! We’re singing again in worship!

FIRSTWORD

2 July Celebrations
Financial Report
July Worship

3 Sermon Series
Flowers in Worship

10 Looking Back
11 FPC Library Staff Pick

Ushers & Greeters
12 Spotlight: Matthews

Donate Unique Bible
16 July Calendar

Christian Education
 4 Stephanie’s Column:

VBS & Summer Elective
Education Updates

Youth Ministry
5 Kelly Ann’s Column

Mission
6 Forman Christian

College
7 Helping Hands/The

Caring Place
Mission Sewing

8 CropWalk

Fellowship
8 Presbyterian Women

Compassionate Care
2 Among Our People
7 Medical & Baby Equip-

ment for Loan
9 New Stephen Ministry

Leader & Ministers
Commissioned Read all about Sam & Helen

Matthews’ donation of a 1560 Geneva
Bible to the Church Library (page 12).

Inside tions in the guidelines for those children
during the 11 a.m. service.

Children ages 5 to 8 who normally go
to Children’s Church after the Children’s
Moment can still do so. If parents pre-
fer  their children not being present while
there is congregational singing, those chil-
dren can attend Children’s Church for the
worship hour.

Children ages 9 to 12 have the option
to go with Youth Director Kelly Ann Sea-
man for the entire hour to the Youth Room,
where she will have the service on YouTube
and will share in discussion of the sermon. 

Session approves
purchase of screens
for Fellowship Hall

s p o t l i g h t

Continuing our pursuit of becoming a
hybrid church, offering both live and vir-
tual worship opportunities, session on
June 22 approved the purchase of two
screens and equipment for Fellowship
Hall to support the worship experience for
both in-person and livestream congre-
gants.

This action came on recommendation
of the Worship Committee, headed by El-
der Nancy Robohn, which has discussed
such a purchase almost monthly since May
2020. These discussions began after the
COVID-19 pandemic closed the church
facility in March 2020 and the congrega-
tion began worshiping via a livestream of
the service on YouTube.

Cost of the audio/visual project, not in-
cluding electrical wiring, is $20,200. Ridge
AV of Cedar Park will install an 80-inch
wall-mounted, retractable screen near
where the temporary screen is now located

in the front of the hall. There will also be a
75-inch wall-mounted screen in the south-
west corner of the hall, visible to those in
the choir loft and the chancel area. Instal-
lation will take place after necessary wir-

(continued on back page)

 FPC’s Library

facsimilie reproduction of
1560 Geneva Bible

receives donation of

— 16 —

JULJULJULJULJULYYYYY

SUNDAY

27
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Sanctuary
9:40am Adult Elective
11:00am WCFH-Livestream Worship

4
Independence Day
Rev. Harry Brown Preaching
8:30am Sanctuary
9:40am Adult Elective
11:00am WCFH-Livestream Worship

11
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Sanctuary
9:40am Adult Elective
11:00am WCFH-Livestream Worship
12:00pm VBS set-up

18
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Sanctuary
9:40am Adult Elective
11:00am WCFH-Livestream Worship

25
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Sanctuary
9:40am Adult Elective
11:00am WCFH-Livestream Worship

MONDAY

28

5
Church Office
Closed:
Independence Day
11:00am PW Board

12
9:00am VBS

19
10:00am Stephen

Leader
Retreat

26

TUESDAY

29
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Planning
2:00pm Monica in FH

6
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH

13
9:00am VBS
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH
7:00pm Worship Comm

20
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH

27
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH

WEDNESDAY

30
Philip Smith on vacation thru 7/6
9:00am Writing Class
7:00pm Choir Chat

7
Youth Playground Clean-up Day
7:00pm Choir Chat

14
9:00am VBS
7:00pm Choir Chat

21
Sue Bell on vacation thru 8/8
Susan Isenhour on vacation thru 8/1
7:00pm Choir Chat

28
7:00pm Choir Chat

THURSDAY

1
9:00am Senior Club

8
Sue Bell on vacation
thru 7/17

15
9:00am VBS

22

29
Youth Local Mission,
thru 8/1

FRIDAY

2
Dr. Bobby Hulme-
Lippert on vacation
thru 7/5

9

16
9:00am VBS

23

30

ing is added to operate the equip-
ment.

Funding of $21,405 to cover the
cost of equipment and electrical wir-
ing will come from: $14,000 remain-
ing from an anonymous gift; $3,000
remaining in a fund used for IT up-
grades in 2020; $1,405 in memorial
gifts honoring the Rev. Justin Jones;
and $3,000 from the Pastor Memo-
rial Gifts fund.

Over the past year Worship Com-
mittee has heard reports from Philip
Smith, Director of Music and Wor-
ship, and Susan Isenhour, Associate
Music Director, on how this equip-
ment will facilitate the blending of
occasional prerecorded music (for
example, by ReSounding Voices vir-
tual choir) and other events seen
during a livestream of worship and
simultaneously by a live congrega-

tion present in Fellowship Hall. Use
of the screens can also allow for
livestream worshipers to lead in wor-
ship through video recordings made
in their home, and for presenting
other media in the worship service.

Action on this recommendation
was delayed by Worship Committee
during 2020 and early 2021 as there

Two screens for
Fellowship Hall

As we enjoy the summer,
we are reminded that the
financial needs of the
church don’t take a sum-
mer break. FPC still pays
staff salaries, provides
ministries, maintains our
facility and supports our
missions. So let’s please
remember the church this
summer as we perhaps
take time to enjoy life and
be away.

(continued from front page)

was no estimate on when we would
return to live worship; and other fi-
nancial needs of the church at the
time outweighed the need for addi-
tional audio/visual equipment in the
hall.

Watch for more information in
the coming weeks and in the church
email each Friday.

It’s summer!
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2 Bill & Joyce Hinds
6 Ken & Susan Poteete
8 Thomas & Susan Isenhour

Pat & Penny Leone
Jerry & Ann Pearson

11 Chris & Kimberly Poe
14 Mike & Adana Gipson

Larry & Phyllis Perkins
19 Jack & Lenice Smithwick
20 J.C. & Linda Johnson
23 Claude & Joanne Folta

Richard & Maria Jenny
26 Ron & Sharon Place
28 David & Cathy Ramsey

Travis & Sandra Walden

1 Ollie Stenborg
Sam Stenborg

2 Chris Johnson
3 Phil Bookert

Hayes Kennedy
4 Rowan Guidici

Emily McEntire
5 Suzanne Stallings
6 Carolyn Pursley

Jim Root, Jr.
Micki Wiesner

9 Christina Bondesen
Landon Leloux
Kinsley Leloux
Sharon Place
Mason Smith
Nancy Spivey

12 Keith Tucker
13 Dennis Boroczk

Mark Lund
Cass Wheeler

14 Austin Roberts
15 Rick Galloway

Jason Wagner
16 Robert Cravens

Alex Mahannah
17 Nicholas Bondesen
18 Kay Cox

Ben Schmalstieg
19 Annabelle Guinn

Angie Harris
Betty Smith
Roger Taylor
Tim Taylor

21 John Decker
Logan Hulme-Lippert
Grayson Kennedy

22 Roger Molenda
23 Janet Byram

Matthew Pilcher
Phil Smith

24 Bill Baechtel
Wanda Wallace

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church

ANNIVERSARIES

Among Our People

BIRTHDAYS

(continued on next page)

J U L Y   W O R S H I P
8:30 a.m. – Sanctuary

11:00 a.m. – WCFH & Livestream

Actual
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and
Expense Report

J U L YJ U L YJ U L YJ U L YJ U L Y

Income
Pledges $437,693 $817,850 54%
Other $56,881 $101,600 56%
TOTAL $494,574 $919,450 54%
    
Expenses
Validated Mission $24,695 $56,029 44%
Local/Other Mission $13,900 $26,241 53%
Ministry of the Word $58,175 $148,468 39%
Program/Support Staff $149,145 $402,975 37%
Christian Education $3,866 $37,950 10%
Music and Worship $10,255 $21,100 49%
Evangelism/Care $845 $13,365 6%
Property $41,783 $100,100 42%
Stewardship/Finance $6,707 $19,000 35%
 Other Oper Expenses $12,900 $79,395 16%
 Debt Retirement $40,647 $97,548 42%
 TOTAL $362,918 $1,002,171 36%

July 4
Rev. Harry Brown Preaching
Communion
Scripture: Galatians 5:1, 13-25

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Matthew 25 Sermon Series:
Seeing Christ in our Midst

July 11 - August 15

July 11
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Exodus 17:1-7; John 8:1-11;

Matthew 25:34-36

July 18
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: 1 Kings 17:17-24; Mark 3:1-6;

Matthew 25:34-36

July 25
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-3; Luke 23:33;

Matthew 25:34-36

In the hospital last month: Nelson
Barrett,  Cherril Lemmink and Bill
Stanley.

Our sympathy to:
 Kathy Kerr Kubatzky on the death of
her mother, Judith Kerr, May 29 in Ama-
rillo. A private committal service was
planned.
 The Hubbard family on the death of
Cathy’s niece, Mary Meissner, June 8. This
is the fourth member of the family that
has passed in the last year. Please keep
Cathy, Natalie and Frank IV in your
prayers.

Congratulations to Tim & Katie Porter on
the birth of their daughter, Stella Rose,
May 25. Proud grandparents are Roger &
Cindee Molenda.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIn-
tosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col.
Mike Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st

Class Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos,
Larry & Helen Burk’s grandson; and
Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy
Hayes.

General Operating Fund

Year to Date -
May 2021

www.fpcgeorgetown.org
First Presbyterian Church
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Thoughts from Michael H. Brown, who wrote an introduction
to a facsimile copy of the Geneva Bible 1599, published in 1988

 King James did not encourage a translation of the Bible in order to enlighten
the common people. His sole intent was to deny them the marginal notes of the
Geneva Bible—which made it so popular with the common people.

 The Reformation prospered in Geneva. Many of those who had fled Bloody
Mary started a congregation there. Their greatest effort and contribution to the
Reformation was the first Geneva Bible. By the end of the 16th century, the
Geneva Bible had about all the marginal notes there was space available to put
them in.

 That James I wasn’t going to have any marginal notes to annoy him and lead
English citizens away from what he wanted them to think is a matter of public
record. In an account corrected with his own hand dated February 10, 1604, he
ordained:

“That a translation be made of the whole Bible, as consonant as can be to
the original Hebrew and Greek; and this to be set out and printed without
any marginal notes, and only to be used in all churches of England in time
of divine service.”

 The Geneva Bible is probably the last sputtering flame of the Reformation.
The works of John Milton, John Calvin, John Knox, George Buchanan, William
Tyndale and the rest can still be found on the shelves in the public libraries.
Such works are checked out by uninterested college students on an average of
about one volume every 10 years; no one in today’s churches reads them.

—From ReformedReader.org

In addition to the
Geneva Bible, the
Matthews are donating
to the church 65 books
from Sam’s religious
library, along with
various course notes
and materials. Some
will find their way to
the library and others
the shelves of the
pastor’s office.
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Flowers in Worship/
July

BIRTHDAYS
(continued from previous page)

If you haven’t signed up for
flowers, check out the virtual
flower calendar! There are
several Sundays in the fall
left , so get your slot now by
visiting https://www.signup
genius.com/go/9040948aba
62da4fe3-2021.

Contact Christina Bondesen
if you need assistance. You can
also indicate online if you want
your arrangement to be re-
gifted for the church Flower
Ministry. The Flower Box and
A Matter of Taste have key
code access to deliver to our
church. Be sure to give the flo-
rist the date of Sunday wor-
ship.

From July 11 to August 15, Pastor
Bobby will preach a sermon series
based on Jesus’s famous parable of
the sheep and goats found in Mat-
thew 25.

Each week he will look at one of the
actions to which Jesus calls the church:
drink for the thirsty, care for the sick, vis-
its to the imprisoned, food for the hungry,
hospitality to the stranger, and clothes for
the naked. Each action is a concrete way
in which we respond in gratitude to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ. Jesus also reminds
us in the parable that each time we do these
things, we encounter Jesus himself in those
we love and serve.

This sermon series will feature unique
responses, testimonies and practical ways
for the entire congregation to embody the
six actions named in Matthew 25. The Mis-
sion Committee has helped in planning the
following:

July 11 - Drink to the Thirsty
Response: You are invited to bring a case
of bottled water by the church office any-
time between July 11-16. Water will be used
for FPC’s Blessing Bags, and any extra will
be donated to the Helping Hands of
Georgetown.

July 18 - Care for the Sick
Response: You are invited to make a visit
to one or more of our homebound mem-
bers. Penny Leone and Jenny Carswell will
assist in ensuring that you have all you
will need for your visit! Details about how
to participate will be provided in the ser-
vice on July 18.

Seeing Christ

in our Midst:
A Six-Week

Sermon Series
on

Matthew 25:31-44

25 Rachel Isenhour
Shawn Levsen
Nadia Mahannah
Elizabeth Miller

26 Joanne Folta
27 Chris Poe
28 Thom Bausch
30 Joyce Davis

Carter Osborne
Avery Rayburn
Magen Smith

31 Cathy Fullinwider

4 Marty Curtis
11 Mike & Adana Gipson
18 Jack & Lenice Smithwick
25 Nelson Barrett

July 25 - Visit the Imprisoned
Response: Plans are being made to respond
to this sermon emphasis and will be an-
nounced.

August 1 - Feed the Hungry
Testimony: We will hear from our youth
who will have just completed their in-town
mission work. They will tell us all that God
did in, through and among them in their
time of service.

August 8 - Hospitality to the Stranger
Testimony: We will hear an update about
the work that Habitat for Humanity is
doing in our area, as well as ways that
interested members can participate.

August 15 - Clothe the Naked
Response: We will collect donations to sup-
port one of our missions. More to come as
plans are confirmed.
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The Geneva Bible was the
first “study bible” with
extensive commentary notes
in the margins. It was
produced by John Calvin,
John Knox, Myles
Coverdale, John Foxe and
other English refugees in
Geneva, Switzerland, where
they had fled the persecution
of Roman Catholic Queen
“Bloody” Mary in En-
gland. Mary would not
tolerate the Protestant
Geneva Bible, which
proclaimed the Pope an
“antichrist” in its commen-
tary notes. Mary is best
remembered for burning
nearly 300 English
Protestants at the stake
for heresy, which earned
her the nickname.

A great irony of history is
that Protestants of all
denominations today
embrace the King James
Version of the Bible, which
reads 90% the same as the
Geneva, even though the
King James Version is not a
Protestant Bible.

The Geneva Bible is
quoted from hundreds of
times by William
Shakespeare in his plays,
and John Bunyan and John
Milton also used it in their
writing. The Geneva Bible
is the only one ever to
outsell and exceed the
popularity of the King
James Version, as it did in
the early 1600s until its
printing ceased in 1644.

—Compiled from
several sources

The Matthews are pleased to have their
edition of the Geneva Bible find a home in
the FPC library. The library is excellent,
Sam said, and he has used its resources
for research on subjects he has taught at
church. “It was a good place to start when
I was asked to teach.”

In other churches where he has been
a member, Sam said he has enjoyed good
relationships with his ministers, includ-
ing one from Ohio who went on to a po-
sition with the General Assembly in
Louisville and gave Sam his many notes.

The idea to teach a class on Jeremiah
at FPC came to him one day while he was
working in the yard. “A voice from the
clouds told me to teach a course on
Jeremiah.” He told Joy about his revela-
tion, and soon Sam was leading such a
class. Joy Bedford, then Education Direc-
tor, asked him to teach it again for one of
the other Sunday School classes. He has
also taught classes on other Old Testament
prophets, Advent from the viewpoint of
different traditions, and Abraham and his
children, who, Sam said, were the
founders of every major religion in the

Geneva Bible
((continued from previous page)

world. He no longer teaches because of
declining health. “The spirit is willing but
the flesh is weak,” he said with a laugh.

Before he retired, Sam was a scientist
who worked for government contractors
in several states. The Matthews moved
here from Baltimore after they retired to
be near family. —Marty Curtis

Some
“firsts”

https://fpcgeorgetown.buzzsprout.com

FPC
Podcast

Listen to sermons,

services, special music

performances and special events

of First Presbyterian Church.



— 4 —

Stephanie Mettler
Education Director C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N

Summer months not so quiet at FPC
Hi, church family,

Summer might seem like quiet months
on the FPC education front, but it’s right
now that some of our biggest events of the
year are under way! 
 VBS is around the corner: 9 a.m. - noon,
July 12 - 16.
 All-Church Retreat is coming in only
two months, September 17 - 19,  at Mo-
Ranch.
 Fall education offerings are taking shape!

Our adult elective class that began June
1 will take us right to the edge of
fall as well! While our other Bible
studies and Sunday School classes
take a break, our adult elective
welcomes you to join the conver-
sation happening now in Chris-
tian churches of every kind: the
conversation surrounding racism
in America.

What might the gospel say to
America? How might the gospel

change race relations in America? As Chris-
tians, these questions should be our filter
for engaging the issues. The elective class
continuing in July attempts to provide a
framework for thinking about and engag-
ing race relations.

In June, we looked at the history of rac-
ism in the American church through Jemar
Tisby’s The Color of Compromise. In July, we
are moving toward a few “how-to’s” when
it comes to fighting racism by looking at a
few chapters of Tisby’s follow-up work,

How to Fight Racism: Courageous
Christianity and the Journey toward
Racial Justice. It is not too late to
join. We have participants online
and in person, so please find a
way to join us in one of those
ways. I’m trusting that God will
confront us and grow us as the
gathered people of Christ while we
faithfully come together, however
we can.  —Stephanie

Jemar Tisby is the New York Times bestselling author of The Color of Compromise and
president of The Witness: A Black Christian Collective, where he writes about race,
religion, politics and culture. He is also cohost of the “Pass the Mic” podcast.

 
Sunday School
An adult elective is
offering a class through
July 25 called The Color of
Compromise, the title
taken from a book of the
same name by Jemar
Tisby. All other Sunday
school classes are ob-
serving the summer
break. We’ll see you in a
month!

Men’s & Women’s
Bible Studies
Our midweek Bible
study groups for men
and women are observ-
ing the summer break.
Please look for fall
meeting updates as the
time gets closer!

Make the Connection
in Adult Elective!

Education
updates
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This bible was also known as the
“Breeches” Bible because of its rendering
of Genesis 3:7, in which Adam and Eve
sewed fig leaves together and made them-
selves breeches rather than aprons to
cover their nakedness.

The heavily annotated Geneva Bible,
with all of its extra commentaries and
thoughts from theologians of the Refor-
mation, was not well received by royalty
at the time, namely King James I of Eng-
land, Sam said. “The Geneva Bible was
known as the ‘Bible of the Protestant Ref-
ormation,’” he pointed out.

And when King James ordered a new
“politically correct” version of the bible
to be translated and published in 1611,
Sam added, the king ordered that all those
notes, commentaries and illustrations be
left out. The new King James Version re-
flected the structure of the Church of En-
gland and its governance.

“A lot of people think that the King
James Version was the original bible,” Sam
explained. “But the bible that came to
America on the Mayflower with the Pil-
grims was the Geneva Bible.” American
colonists arriving in America in Decem-
ber 1620 were fleeing religious oppression
of the Church of England and didn’t want

anything to do with the King James Ver-
sion of the Anglican Church.

When it was published, the Geneva
Bible was the first bible version in English
to include numbered verses. It was the
most widely read and influential English
bible of the 16th and 17th centuries. And it
was the first bible to introduce Roman-
style type, or font, which was much easier
to read than the Gothic Blackletter-style
type that appeared in earlier bibles.

Sam scoffs at being called a Bible
scholar, but over the past 11 years that he
and Helen have been members, he has
taught a number of adult Sunday School
classes and electives. One of them, a class
on the prophet Jeremiah, he has taught
twice, for two different church classes.
And he has carte blanche, “a standing
invitation,” to audit courses at Austin
Theological Seminary, also developing
friendships over the years with faculty
members there. His particular interest is
Old Testament courses.

Sam said he misses conversations with
his friend, the late Lloyd Davis, who at-
tended FPC Sunday School classes and
who, like Sam, viewed the Old Testament
as “the key to the bible.”

The Pilgrims arrive at Plymouth, Massachusetts on board the Mayflower, November 1620. 
Harold M. Lambert/Kean Collection/Archive Photos/Getty Images.
Sam guesses that the man in the pulpit is preaching from the Geneva Bible.

(continued on next page)

This is a beautiful
and incredibly
unique addition to
our library, and I
very much look
forward to having
it be part of our
service of Reforma-
tion Sunday.

The size of the
Geneva Bible, as
well as the extensive
footnotes and com-
mentaries through-
out, make clear just
how centrally im-
portant God's Word
is for us."

—Pastor Bobby

‘‘

‘‘
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Y O U T H   M I N I S T R Y Kelly Ann Seaman
Youth Director

I cannot tell you how wonderful it felt to
straighten my desk and open my laptop
on my first day at the church office.

For those of you who don’t know, I be-
gan my position as Youth Director in Janu-
ary while I finished my year teaching 7th

grade Language Arts at Wagner Middle
School. I learned so much this semester,
but I am very thankful to finally have one
wonderful job. The buzz in the church of-
fices is life-giving. Some of my favorite hu-
mans are coming and going (please come
see me)! Everyone is excited to be back to-
gether again, thrilled for what is ahead.
These verses keep speaking to me in this
time of transition:

Isaiah 43:18-19: 18“But forget all that—it is
nothing compared to what I am going to do. 19For
I am about to do something new. See, I have
already begun! Do you not see it? I will make a
pathway through the wilderness. I will create riv-
ers in the dry wasteland.”

God is doing something new, and I am
so excited to see what is ahead.

I wanted to share a few of the exciting
things youth have planned for this sum-
mer.

 July 7: We will clean the church play-
grounds as we prepare for VBS and to get
them nice for Children’s Church.

 July 12-16: We will have a blast volun-
teering for VBS.

July activities will keep youth busy

Humor
Kids were asked questions
about the Old and New
Testaments. These are their
responses, which haven’t
been retouched or corrected.

Samson slayed the Philis-
tines with the axe of the
apostles.

The first commandment
was when Eve told Adam to
eat the apple.

Solomon, one of David’s
sons, had 300 wives and
700 porcupines.

When Mary heard she was
the mother of Jesus, she
sang the magna carta.

When the three wise guys
from the east side arrived
they found Jesus in the
manager.

Jesus was born because
Mary had an immaculate
contraption.

St. John the blacksmith
dumped water on his head.

One of the oppossums was St.
Matthew who was also a
taximan.

St. Paul cavorted to Christi-
anity, he preached holy acri-
mony, which is another name
for marraige.

Christians have only one
spouse. This is called monot-
ony.

 July 29-August 1:
We will participate in
a local mission trip—
at church and at local
nonprofits to support
some wonderful work
being done in our own
community!

Please pray for us,
and please reach out to
me if you would like to
join or support us!

—Kelly Ann Seaman

Join us July 7th

from 9 am - 1 pm
for power washing,

weeding and cleaning
our playground space!

Lunch provided.

Serve one another humbly in love. For
the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this
one command: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.”  —Galations 5:13-14

JULY 29 - AUGUST 1 Serving in Love
Growing in Faith

(more info to come)
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s p o t l i g h t

Sam &
Helen

Matthews
donate

1560
Geneva
Bible to
Church
Library

Known as the Protestant Reformation Bible
Over the years, FPC member Sam Mat-
thews has built up an extensive personal
library of books: various bible versions as
well as books about the bible, religion,
theology and related topics.

Now Sam and his wife, Helen, are shar-
ing with our Church Library a unique
bible from his personal library. They have
donated a first edition, first printing, fac-
simile reproduction of the 1560 Geneva
Bible, a gift to him from Helen at Christ-
mas a few years ago. It will remain in the
library, on display, and can be viewed there
but will not be available for lending. More
information about how it can be viewed
and eventually used will be announced as
plans are confirmed.

Pastor Bobby plans to use the donated
Geneva Bible in worship on Reformation

Sunday, October 31. Reformation Sunday
commemorates theologian Martin
Luther’s nailing of his “Ninety-five The-
ses” on the doors of a church in Germany
in 1517, the start of the Reformation.

The Geneva Bible now in our library
is almost 4 inches thick, weighs 15 pounds
and has an impressive burgundy colored
leather binding with gold stamped letter-
ing.

Before he received the Geneva Bible,
Sam said he was aware that it “was sepa-
rate and distinct” from the younger King
James version of 1611. “Every page of the
Geneva Bible is chock full of the original
footnotes and commentaries of John
Calvin, John Knox and other early Refor-
mation leaders. There are also illustrations
or drawings.”  

The 1560 Geneva Bible:
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M I S S I O N

Spotlight: Forman Christian College
You may wonder how First Presbyterian
Church ended up supporting a college in
Pakistan.

I will try to give the short answer. In
the world of Christianity, I like to think
each denomination has a particular
strength: something it does particularly
well. The Presbyterian Church excels at
establishing small colleges in sometimes
quite out-of-the-way places. In old-time
Texas, these were places like Kerrville
(Schreiner University), Sherman (Austin
College) and Kingsville (Presbyterian Pan
American School).

At about the same time they were be-
ing established on the Texas frontier, a
Presbyterian missionary to India, Charles
W. Forman, in 1864 founded what became
Forman Christian College, A Chartered
University (FCCU), in Lahore, Pakistan
(at that time a part of British India).
Lahore is now the “Paris” of Pakistan, a
big city, and FCCU has educated a non-
trivial fraction of the leadership of Paki-
stan.

Many of you remember George and
Jean Biggs, FPC members who spent a life-
time working in these schools and who—
I think mostly as an effort to improve our
understanding of the Muslim world—
took on FCCU as a particular ministry,
Bonnie and I worked for the church in

 The graduate programs with the high-
est enrollments are chemistry, biotechnol-
ogy, environmental sciences and physics. 
 Dr. Jonathan Addleton, a U.S. citizen and
son of Baptist missionary parents, was
installed as rector last October. He was
born in Pakistan.
 Construction on a campus center con-
tinues, with completion stretched to mid-
2022 as building in Pakistan was affected
by COVID-19.

Pakistan back in the 1990s, so George and
Jean (now both deceased) handed us the
baton because we had actually seen the
place. In addition to advocacy, we also
support some students there directly. Be-
low is news from Lahore provided by our
contact, Susan Mann with Friends of
Forman Christian College, the U.S. orga-
nization we work through.

—Bill Stump, Mission Advocate

 The pandemic caused the university to
move about 900 courses online in March
2020 after the first government shutdown.
Only students participating in active re-
search remained on campus. In-person
classes recently reopened. Friends raised
almost $40,000 to fight COVID-19 on cam-
pus, for hand sanitizer, masks, plexiglass
and coronavirus tests.

One of the lessons that
Forman Christian College
administrators learned from
the 2020 shutdown caused
by the pandemic was that
students who had been able
in the past to pay their fees
suddenly needed assistance.
It’s estimated that almost
one-fourth of students will
require scholarships in
2021-22.

Enrollment at FCCU
was up in fall 2020 to
8,492 and has risen
steadily every fall since
denationalization in 2003.
Christians comprise 12% of
the student body. Women
are 41% of the baccalaure-
ate level students, 64% of
the pharmacy students and
67% of all graduate
students.

A CharteredA CharteredA CharteredA CharteredA Chartered
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of the General Assembly is included with
the newsletter and summarizes the his-
tory of attacks on Black and interracial
churches for the past six years: “We urge
you to pray without ceasing for an end
to these unspeakable attacks on the heart
and soul of the African American commu-
nity.”

Our congregation raises $2,444 through
the CROP Walk. VBS children gave $112,
for 224 children to attend VBS in India.

A new linen for the communion table is
provided by Women of the church. “This
is something which is done only in sev-
eral generations, so those who do some-
thing like this for the church are especially
thankful for the opportunity.” The new
linen was slated to be used for commun-
ion next on October 3.

“During vacation the pastor can be
reached through the Clerk of the Session,
but, “You might try the manse phone first,
since Mr. and Mrs. Hall plan to be in and
out of Georetown on a ‘See Texas Vaca-
tion.’”

“Of interest to many in the congregation,
Sarah Murray, the wife of former pastor
Jan A. Murray, is a resident of Presbyte-
rian Village in Dallas. She is recovering
from a recent serious illness. Mr. Murray
was pastor from 1949 to 1959.”

An August date is set for the ice cream
supper. Women of the Church are provid-
ing ice cream and cake. “Unless you have
been contacted by the Women of the
Church, just bring yourself.”

Greeters in July include Fred & Pat Hil-
geman, and among those providing flow-
ers were Mary Forbes & Margrette Faris.

Bank balance as of July 1 $ 880.33
Income for 1st half of 1971 $7,845.26
Expenses for 1st half of 1971 $7,571.63

50 years: June 1971

Individuals, couples or
families are needed to say
hello and hand out bulletins
beginning half an hour
before the 8:30 and 11 a.m.
worship services.

Whether or not you have
served before, if you are
willing to volunteer, go to
www.fpcgeorgetown.org/
ushers-greeters-interest-form/
to sign up. You will be
contacted about specific
Sundays to serve.

Ushers
and

greeters
needed

FPC

Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC
by Frederick Buechner

If you’ve watched The Princess Bride,
you’ll likely remember this quote, one

of Inigo Montoya’s
many quotable quotes:
“You keep using that
word. I do not think it
means what you think it
means.”

If you read Fred-
erick Buechner’s book
Wishful Thinking, you
will likely have many

opportunities to utter the above quote to
yourself!

This book is a dictionary of sorts, yet it
is a short read. Buechner takes a list of
common faith words and muses on them
so the reader can see and hear the words
afresh. It may seem intimidating to pick
up a book of theological words, but
Buechner provides a balance of holiness
and humor. 

One of my favorite entries in the book
is filed under the word “Buechner” (page
12!), and it discusses the idea of what it
means to have a name and to use another’s
name. Buechner writes, “When I tell some-
body my name, I have given him a hold
over me that he didn’t have before…In
the Book of Exodus, God tells Moses that
his name is Yahweh, and God hasn’t had
a peaceful moment since.”

This book is particularly refreshing for
people who feel a bit stuck in faith or even
a bit bored. Perhaps there is some word
we can re-learn as we read this book. Per-
haps the word does not mean what we
think it means, or perhaps it means all
that we think and more. We just need to
be awake enough to hear the word again.
Wishful Thinking is a stirring awakening.

Reviewed by Stephanie Mettler

Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert

Pastor
703 S. Church Street

Georgetown, TX 78626

Phone: 512-863-3381
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churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org
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July Spotlight:

Each month a staff member weighs in on his or
her favorite things in our Church Library.
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Mission Sewing

Have you been in the hospital and need medical equipment as you go
home and recover? Or do you have a grandbaby visiting this sum-
mer and need a high chair for a week or two?

You may not be aware that FPC maintains both a medical or fam-
ily care equipment “closet” and “Grandma’s closet” of baby-related
items to borrow. If you wish to borrow any of the items listed below,
or have questions about them, contact the church office or Penny
Leone. Some items are stored in the Education Building basement.

The church office in June took an inventory of all items on hand
for both medical/family care and baby-related needs. That list is be-
coming a digital spreadsheet to help the office keep track of items
being checked out and returned. Plans are to update the “Care” page
of the church website with more details, so watch for that!

If you have items you would like to donate to these two lending
closets, contact Penny.

Medical items: Canes of varying styles and tips, crutches, walkers
(folding/traditional style), rolling walkers (Rolaters), wheelchairs, IV
pole, bath chairs of varying sizes, knee scooters, bedside/over-potty
commodes, basket and bags for walkers, adult briefs (occasionally

available), ice therapy equipment (ice cooler with
tubes and knee/shoulder wrap), over-bed table
and other items.

Baby items: Crib, Pack ‘n Play, high chairs, car
seats, booster seat, baby carriages, potty chair
and other items.

Borrow it instead of buying it!

Thank you:
 Lenice Smithwick, for
making 15 blankets for
stuffed animals and
delivering them to the
Williamson County
Children's Advocacy
Center in Round Rock.
 Betty Smith for donat-
ing a stuffed animal and
for the needles, seam
binding and other
assorted sewing notions.
 Joan Dudding for
donating stuffed bears
that she and Howard
collected over the years.
 Beverly Jones and her
son, Collin, for donating
several bags of cherished
stuffed animals.
 The gentleman who
donated several adorable
stuffed animals. Your
generosity is appreci-
ated. —Kathy Jones

The Caring Place is a community-based
and community-supported organization
that opened in 1985. It has served our com-
munity well for all of that
time. For now, though,
The Caring Place is not ac-
cepting food donations
because of the possibility
of spreading COVID-19.
So we cannot help by do-
nating food to them.

But Helping Hands of
Georgetown continues to
accept food donations. I
suggest that, if you are interested in help-
ing people in need, you put food dona-
tions in the container outside the office at
church. Helping Hands is a very worth-
while organization and gives much help
to those in need. I spoke to the president

and she would be deeply grateful for any
food donations you might choose to give.
The items she suggested are most in need

are:
 Cereals, any kind
 Rice
 Hamburger Helper
 Chef Boyardee
 Cookies and crackers
 Shelf-stable liquid milk

Please consider this re-
quest prayerfully and help
as you can.

You can support The
Caring Place by continuing to shop at the
thrift stores.

As always, thank you for all you do
for our neighbors in need. 

—Jenny Carswell

Donated food goes to  Helping Hands
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Kathleen Wenzel and Joy Bedford
remind children to take pictures
while on summer vacation to send
back for an “On the Road” bulletin
board.

Youth activities include a breakfast-
for-dinner with the Hulseys; a trip
for high schoolers to South Padre
for the Fun in the Son conference; a
youth trip to work at a Young Life
camp in Colorado; a youth trip to
San Antonio to serve in a number
of places; and, after serving in VBS,
a junior high mission stay-cation in
Georgetown, spending nights at
FPC.
 
An endowment fund is established
for Presbyterian Women at FPC to
help defray the cost of church
women attending out-of-town con-
ferences. Lois Stanley makes the first
contribution to this fund in honor
of her mother, Valburga Streigle.

Pastor Mike Roberts’ lengthy column
reports on the 208th General Assem-
bly of the PCUSA which he attended
in Albuquerque. “Committee meet-
ings filled Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday. They were  like commit-
tee meetings at home but the stakes
seemed so high….I spent about eight
hours with the Ordination and Hu-
man Sexuality Committee, which
considered the most controversial
issue of the Assembly, namely the
ordination of “self-affirming, practic-
ing homosexual persons to the of-
fice of deacon, elder or minister of the
Word and Sacrament in the Presby-
terian Church (U.S.A.). That issue
certainly dominated the week.”

LOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKING
BACKBACKBACKBACKBACK

throughthroughthroughthroughthrough     FirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWord

10 years: July 2011

25 years: June 1996

In an effort to save money, the Edu-
cation Building will be closed for the
month of July. Children’s Church
moves to Room 111 and toddler care
to Room 114 during worship.

The Wehmeyers, mission coworkers
in Mexico, are visiting July 31, when
Dr. Don preaches. He and his wife,
Dr. Martha (a medical doctor), be-
gin their home assignment, living at
Austin Presbyterian Seminary for a
year.

During VBS, some 110 children and
workers collected 165 jars of peanut
butter and 143 jars of jelly for Meals
on Wheels, and kid-friendly break-
fast/lunch items for The Caring Place.

Congratulations to Erick & Aimee
Stenborg on the birth of their
daughter, Margaret Louise, and to
David & Roxanne Syler on the birth
of their son, Chase Mathew.

A handout is available from Pastor
Mike’s  June 12 class on the new or-
dination standards for our denomi-
nation. The handout also has the
pastor’s viewpoints and is available
in the narthex. CDs of the class can
be checked out in the church office.

Session reports: Baptisms performed
include Jeremy Seth Bailey, son of
Corey & Elizabeth Bailey, and
Hudson Timothy Kennedy, son of
Grayson & Maegan Kennedy.

Noah’s Ark Kids’ Day Out offers $25
off the registration fee for friends of
FPC.

Mrs. Graham & Mrs. Sorenson re-
port on the “great last-day-of-the-
Sunday-School-year” in 1st and 2nd

grade class. “Bridget Chapman sup-
plied delicious breakfast treats, and
when we counted the stars on the
attendance chart, Kyle Chapman
was the winner! Kyle missed only
one class all year!”

He reports that the assembly ap-
proves, by a vote of 313 to 236, an
amendment to the Book of Order that
excludes those not living “either in
fidelity within the covenant of mar-
riage of a man and a woman, or chas-
tity in singleness” from holding a
church office.

The Wednesday Night Live youth
group announces a July trip for
high schoolers to Fiesta Texas in San
Antonio.

Logos announces it plans to have
four cooking teams that will each
cook once a month, and it hopes to
have more diverse recreation oppor-
tunities in the fall. For Logos crafts,
Terri Counts asks congregants to
save their Cool Whip and frozen
juice lids, baby food jars, yogurt con-
tainers and the comics section of the
Sunday newspaper.

Among those providing flowers in
worship during July: Becky & Tim
Kennedy, Nelson & Dorothy Barrett
and Art Huck & Carolyn Pursley.
Greeters: Bob & Miriam Cockroft,
John & Phyllis McColly and Conley
& Cathy Leloux. Margaret Sunkel
serves as head deacon.

Two new Presbyterian Women’s
circle are to start in the fall: Helen
Wehmeyer and Pat Miller will lead a
Sun City area circle, while Kathy
Frankum will lead Deborah Circle.

Session approves the appointment of
a task force on land planning and
acquisition to develop a strategy to
evaluate the church‘s long-term land
needs; investigate the status of adja-
cent property ownership; and  de-
velop a strategy for the church to
control property needed for long-
term development. A “Building  &
Land Retreat” for elders and deacons
is scheduled for October 5.

Session votes to send $500 to the
Mathews-Murkland Presbyterian
Church in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, a Black congregation whose
historic sanctuary burned as a result
of arson. A pastoral letter from the
Executive Director and Stated Clerk
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F E L L O W S H I P

Churchwide Gathering of PW set for August 5

An FPC mission
project helping

members with routine
home maintenance.

Call the church office
to schedule a visit
from one of FPC’s
Friends in Deed.

There is a song in the air. FPC returned
to in-person worship three weeks ago but
not until June 13 were we allowed to sing.
We also had beautiful music from the
handbell choir on that date. Praise the
Lord.

The PW Board met in person in June,
and circles will begin meeting in person
in September. All circles will use the Hori-
zons Bible study book, "What My Grand-
mothers Taught Me: Learning from the
Women in Matthew's Genealogy of Jesus."
The author, Merryl Blair, is an Australian
with a fascinating Christian Journey.
Please consider joining a circle if you are
not already a member. Call me, Laurell
Brown or Christina Bondesen for your
welcome inquiry. In the August FirstWord
there will be a lot more information about
when and where, and what time the circles
meet, as well as who  the circle leaders are.

In the meantime, save this date: August
5. On that Thursday there will be an online
PW Churchwide Gathering Event, “Rejoice
in Hope.” This event happens only every
three years, and to have online access is a
big opportunity. Inspiring speakers and
preachers will lead a time of rejoicing and
renewal. Rev. Diane Moffett, President and
Executive Director of the Presbyterian Mis-
sion Agency (USA), will offer a message of
hope. Rev. Irene Pak Lee from Stone
Church, Willow Glen, California, will of-
fer the keynote address.

You will also hear from PW Horizons
Bible study authors present and future.
More information will be available in the
August FirstWord. For now, the most cur-
rent information about the event can be
found at www.presbyterianwomen.org/
gathering. Have a wonderful summer.
Stay cool and well.

—Blessings, Peggy Currie

Friends
 in Deed

Rick Galloway reports that the Mission
Committee is planning our church’s
participation in a CROP Hunger Walk
in the near future. The last one in
Georgetown was held in 2018. FPC has
participated for many years, by walk-
ing and raising funds to end hunger
in the U.S. and around the world.

Because of COVID-19, practically all
walks were cancelled in 2020. FPC is
looking into a “hybrid-type” walk: one
where participants could walk in per-
son or virtually.

The committee will have more in-
formation as they coordinate with
Church World Services, which spon-
sors the CROP Walks nationally, and
with other churches in the George-
town area.

Humor—Misheard lyrics

Hymn: “I Am a Child of God”
“Has given me an earthling home, with parents
kind of weird.”
“Has given me an ice cream cone, from parents
kind and dear!”
“Has given me an earthly home, with carrots
kind and dear!”
“I am a child of God and so my knees are
grey.”
Actual lyrics:
“Has given me an earthly home, with parents
kind and dear.”
“I am a child of God, And so my needs are
great.”

Hymn: “While Shepherds Watched
Their Flocks by Night”
“While shepherds washed their socks by
night all seated on the ground, the angel of
the Lord came and passed the soap around.”
Actual Lyrics:
“While shepherds watch’d their flocks by
night, All seated on the ground, The angel of
the Lord came down, And glory shone
around.”
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New Stephen Ministers, Leader commissioned

C O M P A S S I O N A T E   C A R E

 You change your
physical or mailing
address

 You change your
email address or add
email

 You change your home
or cell phone number

 You add a new phone
number

A new Stephen Minstry Leader and four
new Stephen Ministers for FPC were
commissioned by Pastor Bobby during the
June 6 worship service.

Previously, the five joined seven others
from four churches in a May 25 Service of
Thanksgiving and Commitment at The
Worship Place in Sun City. Highlight of
that event was for each to affirm his or
her commitment to answer the call to be a
Stephen Minister.
 Ann Hindman is the new Stephen
Ministry leader. She has been a Stephen
Minister for nearly eight years. During the
pandemic, Ann did her leader’s training
virtually, participating in a series of online
classes. They covered the leader’s role in
nurturing, supervising and encouraging
Stephen Ministers; offering continuing
education programs; and promoting the
Stephen Ministry to the congregation.
Ann has served as deacon and sung in the
choir.

The four new FPC Stephen Ministers
are Elizabeth Bailey, Babs Cape, Fred

Herbst and Cathy Shirley. Their training
consisted of 2½ hours of weekly classes—
52 hours of training over eight months.

Elizabeth, who grew up in FPC, has
been a member since 1992 and has served
on staff and as deacon, Sunday School
teacher and volunteer with children’s
programs.

Babs, member since 1998, has been an
elder multiple times, serving on various
committees, and was instrumental in
several building renovations, including the
7th Street entrance and The Gathering
Place.

Fred, member since 2004, has served
with his wife as children’s Sunday School
teacher for many years.

Cathy, who joined in 2009, has served
as deacon and is actively involved in a
number of church-supported missions.

Stephen Ministers have answered the
call to walk alongside those who may be
in crisis. They serve to listen, support,
encourage and be there for those who need
them. All meetings are confidential.

If you or

someone you

know is in need

of a Stephen

Minister, please

call 512-863-3381.

Pastor Bobby commissions a new Stephen Minister Leader and four new Stephen Ministers during
the June 6 worship service. From left are Ann Hindman, Fred Herbst, Cathy Shirley, Babs Cape and
Elizabeth Bailey.

To notify

the church

office if:

Turn to the last
page for Parish
Nurse Penny’s

column.
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thrift stores.

As always, thank you for all you do
for our neighbors in need. 

—Jenny Carswell

Donated food goes to  Helping Hands
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Kathleen Wenzel and Joy Bedford
remind children to take pictures
while on summer vacation to send
back for an “On the Road” bulletin
board.

Youth activities include a breakfast-
for-dinner with the Hulseys; a trip
for high schoolers to South Padre
for the Fun in the Son conference; a
youth trip to work at a Young Life
camp in Colorado; a youth trip to
San Antonio to serve in a number
of places; and, after serving in VBS,
a junior high mission stay-cation in
Georgetown, spending nights at
FPC.
 
An endowment fund is established
for Presbyterian Women at FPC to
help defray the cost of church
women attending out-of-town con-
ferences. Lois Stanley makes the first
contribution to this fund in honor
of her mother, Valburga Streigle.

Pastor Mike Roberts’ lengthy column
reports on the 208th General Assem-
bly of the PCUSA which he attended
in Albuquerque. “Committee meet-
ings filled Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday. They were  like commit-
tee meetings at home but the stakes
seemed so high….I spent about eight
hours with the Ordination and Hu-
man Sexuality Committee, which
considered the most controversial
issue of the Assembly, namely the
ordination of “self-affirming, practic-
ing homosexual persons to the of-
fice of deacon, elder or minister of the
Word and Sacrament in the Presby-
terian Church (U.S.A.). That issue
certainly dominated the week.”

LOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKING
BACKBACKBACKBACKBACK

throughthroughthroughthroughthrough     FirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWord

10 years: July 2011

25 years: June 1996

In an effort to save money, the Edu-
cation Building will be closed for the
month of July. Children’s Church
moves to Room 111 and toddler care
to Room 114 during worship.

The Wehmeyers, mission coworkers
in Mexico, are visiting July 31, when
Dr. Don preaches. He and his wife,
Dr. Martha (a medical doctor), be-
gin their home assignment, living at
Austin Presbyterian Seminary for a
year.

During VBS, some 110 children and
workers collected 165 jars of peanut
butter and 143 jars of jelly for Meals
on Wheels, and kid-friendly break-
fast/lunch items for The Caring Place.

Congratulations to Erick & Aimee
Stenborg on the birth of their
daughter, Margaret Louise, and to
David & Roxanne Syler on the birth
of their son, Chase Mathew.

A handout is available from Pastor
Mike’s  June 12 class on the new or-
dination standards for our denomi-
nation. The handout also has the
pastor’s viewpoints and is available
in the narthex. CDs of the class can
be checked out in the church office.

Session reports: Baptisms performed
include Jeremy Seth Bailey, son of
Corey & Elizabeth Bailey, and
Hudson Timothy Kennedy, son of
Grayson & Maegan Kennedy.

Noah’s Ark Kids’ Day Out offers $25
off the registration fee for friends of
FPC.

Mrs. Graham & Mrs. Sorenson re-
port on the “great last-day-of-the-
Sunday-School-year” in 1st and 2nd

grade class. “Bridget Chapman sup-
plied delicious breakfast treats, and
when we counted the stars on the
attendance chart, Kyle Chapman
was the winner! Kyle missed only
one class all year!”

He reports that the assembly ap-
proves, by a vote of 313 to 236, an
amendment to the Book of Order that
excludes those not living “either in
fidelity within the covenant of mar-
riage of a man and a woman, or chas-
tity in singleness” from holding a
church office.

The Wednesday Night Live youth
group announces a July trip for
high schoolers to Fiesta Texas in San
Antonio.

Logos announces it plans to have
four cooking teams that will each
cook once a month, and it hopes to
have more diverse recreation oppor-
tunities in the fall. For Logos crafts,
Terri Counts asks congregants to
save their Cool Whip and frozen
juice lids, baby food jars, yogurt con-
tainers and the comics section of the
Sunday newspaper.

Among those providing flowers in
worship during July: Becky & Tim
Kennedy, Nelson & Dorothy Barrett
and Art Huck & Carolyn Pursley.
Greeters: Bob & Miriam Cockroft,
John & Phyllis McColly and Conley
& Cathy Leloux. Margaret Sunkel
serves as head deacon.

Two new Presbyterian Women’s
circle are to start in the fall: Helen
Wehmeyer and Pat Miller will lead a
Sun City area circle, while Kathy
Frankum will lead Deborah Circle.

Session approves the appointment of
a task force on land planning and
acquisition to develop a strategy to
evaluate the church‘s long-term land
needs; investigate the status of adja-
cent property ownership; and  de-
velop a strategy for the church to
control property needed for long-
term development. A “Building  &
Land Retreat” for elders and deacons
is scheduled for October 5.

Session votes to send $500 to the
Mathews-Murkland Presbyterian
Church in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, a Black congregation whose
historic sanctuary burned as a result
of arson. A pastoral letter from the
Executive Director and Stated Clerk
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M I S S I O N

Spotlight: Forman Christian College
You may wonder how First Presbyterian
Church ended up supporting a college in
Pakistan.

I will try to give the short answer. In
the world of Christianity, I like to think
each denomination has a particular
strength: something it does particularly
well. The Presbyterian Church excels at
establishing small colleges in sometimes
quite out-of-the-way places. In old-time
Texas, these were places like Kerrville
(Schreiner University), Sherman (Austin
College) and Kingsville (Presbyterian Pan
American School).

At about the same time they were be-
ing established on the Texas frontier, a
Presbyterian missionary to India, Charles
W. Forman, in 1864 founded what became
Forman Christian College, A Chartered
University (FCCU), in Lahore, Pakistan
(at that time a part of British India).
Lahore is now the “Paris” of Pakistan, a
big city, and FCCU has educated a non-
trivial fraction of the leadership of Paki-
stan.

Many of you remember George and
Jean Biggs, FPC members who spent a life-
time working in these schools and who—
I think mostly as an effort to improve our
understanding of the Muslim world—
took on FCCU as a particular ministry,
Bonnie and I worked for the church in

 The graduate programs with the high-
est enrollments are chemistry, biotechnol-
ogy, environmental sciences and physics. 
 Dr. Jonathan Addleton, a U.S. citizen and
son of Baptist missionary parents, was
installed as rector last October. He was
born in Pakistan.
 Construction on a campus center con-
tinues, with completion stretched to mid-
2022 as building in Pakistan was affected
by COVID-19.

Pakistan back in the 1990s, so George and
Jean (now both deceased) handed us the
baton because we had actually seen the
place. In addition to advocacy, we also
support some students there directly. Be-
low is news from Lahore provided by our
contact, Susan Mann with Friends of
Forman Christian College, the U.S. orga-
nization we work through.

—Bill Stump, Mission Advocate

 The pandemic caused the university to
move about 900 courses online in March
2020 after the first government shutdown.
Only students participating in active re-
search remained on campus. In-person
classes recently reopened. Friends raised
almost $40,000 to fight COVID-19 on cam-
pus, for hand sanitizer, masks, plexiglass
and coronavirus tests.

One of the lessons that
Forman Christian College
administrators learned from
the 2020 shutdown caused
by the pandemic was that
students who had been able
in the past to pay their fees
suddenly needed assistance.
It’s estimated that almost
one-fourth of students will
require scholarships in
2021-22.

Enrollment at FCCU
was up in fall 2020 to
8,492 and has risen
steadily every fall since
denationalization in 2003.
Christians comprise 12% of
the student body. Women
are 41% of the baccalaure-
ate level students, 64% of
the pharmacy students and
67% of all graduate
students.

A CharteredA CharteredA CharteredA CharteredA Chartered

UniversityUniversityUniversityUniversityUniversity

in Lahore,in Lahore,in Lahore,in Lahore,in Lahore,

PPPPPakistakistakistakistakistananananan
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of the General Assembly is included with
the newsletter and summarizes the his-
tory of attacks on Black and interracial
churches for the past six years: “We urge
you to pray without ceasing for an end
to these unspeakable attacks on the heart
and soul of the African American commu-
nity.”

Our congregation raises $2,444 through
the CROP Walk. VBS children gave $112,
for 224 children to attend VBS in India.

A new linen for the communion table is
provided by Women of the church. “This
is something which is done only in sev-
eral generations, so those who do some-
thing like this for the church are especially
thankful for the opportunity.” The new
linen was slated to be used for commun-
ion next on October 3.

“During vacation the pastor can be
reached through the Clerk of the Session,
but, “You might try the manse phone first,
since Mr. and Mrs. Hall plan to be in and
out of Georetown on a ‘See Texas Vaca-
tion.’”

“Of interest to many in the congregation,
Sarah Murray, the wife of former pastor
Jan A. Murray, is a resident of Presbyte-
rian Village in Dallas. She is recovering
from a recent serious illness. Mr. Murray
was pastor from 1949 to 1959.”

An August date is set for the ice cream
supper. Women of the Church are provid-
ing ice cream and cake. “Unless you have
been contacted by the Women of the
Church, just bring yourself.”

Greeters in July include Fred & Pat Hil-
geman, and among those providing flow-
ers were Mary Forbes & Margrette Faris.

Bank balance as of July 1 $ 880.33
Income for 1st half of 1971 $7,845.26
Expenses for 1st half of 1971 $7,571.63

50 years: June 1971

Individuals, couples or
families are needed to say
hello and hand out bulletins
beginning half an hour
before the 8:30 and 11 a.m.
worship services.

Whether or not you have
served before, if you are
willing to volunteer, go to
www.fpcgeorgetown.org/
ushers-greeters-interest-form/
to sign up. You will be
contacted about specific
Sundays to serve.

Ushers
and

greeters
needed

FPC

Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC
by Frederick Buechner

If you’ve watched The Princess Bride,
you’ll likely remember this quote, one

of Inigo Montoya’s
many quotable quotes:
“You keep using that
word. I do not think it
means what you think it
means.”

If you read Fred-
erick Buechner’s book
Wishful Thinking, you
will likely have many

opportunities to utter the above quote to
yourself!

This book is a dictionary of sorts, yet it
is a short read. Buechner takes a list of
common faith words and muses on them
so the reader can see and hear the words
afresh. It may seem intimidating to pick
up a book of theological words, but
Buechner provides a balance of holiness
and humor. 

One of my favorite entries in the book
is filed under the word “Buechner” (page
12!), and it discusses the idea of what it
means to have a name and to use another’s
name. Buechner writes, “When I tell some-
body my name, I have given him a hold
over me that he didn’t have before…In
the Book of Exodus, God tells Moses that
his name is Yahweh, and God hasn’t had
a peaceful moment since.”

This book is particularly refreshing for
people who feel a bit stuck in faith or even
a bit bored. Perhaps there is some word
we can re-learn as we read this book. Per-
haps the word does not mean what we
think it means, or perhaps it means all
that we think and more. We just need to
be awake enough to hear the word again.
Wishful Thinking is a stirring awakening.

Reviewed by Stephanie Mettler

Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert

Pastor
703 S. Church Street

Georgetown, TX 78626

Phone: 512-863-3381

published monthly by

FIRSTWORD

Email:
churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org
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July Spotlight:

Each month a staff member weighs in on his or
her favorite things in our Church Library.
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Y O U T H   M I N I S T R Y Kelly Ann Seaman
Youth Director

I cannot tell you how wonderful it felt to
straighten my desk and open my laptop
on my first day at the church office.

For those of you who don’t know, I be-
gan my position as Youth Director in Janu-
ary while I finished my year teaching 7th

grade Language Arts at Wagner Middle
School. I learned so much this semester,
but I am very thankful to finally have one
wonderful job. The buzz in the church of-
fices is life-giving. Some of my favorite hu-
mans are coming and going (please come
see me)! Everyone is excited to be back to-
gether again, thrilled for what is ahead.
These verses keep speaking to me in this
time of transition:

Isaiah 43:18-19: 18“But forget all that—it is
nothing compared to what I am going to do. 19For
I am about to do something new. See, I have
already begun! Do you not see it? I will make a
pathway through the wilderness. I will create riv-
ers in the dry wasteland.”

God is doing something new, and I am
so excited to see what is ahead.

I wanted to share a few of the exciting
things youth have planned for this sum-
mer.

 July 7: We will clean the church play-
grounds as we prepare for VBS and to get
them nice for Children’s Church.

 July 12-16: We will have a blast volun-
teering for VBS.

July activities will keep youth busy

Humor
Kids were asked questions
about the Old and New
Testaments. These are their
responses, which haven’t
been retouched or corrected.

Samson slayed the Philis-
tines with the axe of the
apostles.

The first commandment
was when Eve told Adam to
eat the apple.

Solomon, one of David’s
sons, had 300 wives and
700 porcupines.

When Mary heard she was
the mother of Jesus, she
sang the magna carta.

When the three wise guys
from the east side arrived
they found Jesus in the
manager.

Jesus was born because
Mary had an immaculate
contraption.

St. John the blacksmith
dumped water on his head.

One of the oppossums was St.
Matthew who was also a
taximan.

St. Paul cavorted to Christi-
anity, he preached holy acri-
mony, which is another name
for marraige.

Christians have only one
spouse. This is called monot-
ony.

 July 29-August 1:
We will participate in
a local mission trip—
at church and at local
nonprofits to support
some wonderful work
being done in our own
community!

Please pray for us,
and please reach out to
me if you would like to
join or support us!

—Kelly Ann Seaman

Join us July 7th

from 9 am - 1 pm
for power washing,

weeding and cleaning
our playground space!

Lunch provided.

Serve one another humbly in love. For
the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this
one command: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.”  —Galations 5:13-14

JULY 29 - AUGUST 1 Serving in Love
Growing in Faith

(more info to come)
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s p o t l i g h t

Sam &
Helen

Matthews
donate

1560
Geneva
Bible to
Church
Library

Known as the Protestant Reformation Bible
Over the years, FPC member Sam Mat-
thews has built up an extensive personal
library of books: various bible versions as
well as books about the bible, religion,
theology and related topics.

Now Sam and his wife, Helen, are shar-
ing with our Church Library a unique
bible from his personal library. They have
donated a first edition, first printing, fac-
simile reproduction of the 1560 Geneva
Bible, a gift to him from Helen at Christ-
mas a few years ago. It will remain in the
library, on display, and can be viewed there
but will not be available for lending. More
information about how it can be viewed
and eventually used will be announced as
plans are confirmed.

Pastor Bobby plans to use the donated
Geneva Bible in worship on Reformation

Sunday, October 31. Reformation Sunday
commemorates theologian Martin
Luther’s nailing of his “Ninety-five The-
ses” on the doors of a church in Germany
in 1517, the start of the Reformation.

The Geneva Bible now in our library
is almost 4 inches thick, weighs 15 pounds
and has an impressive burgundy colored
leather binding with gold stamped letter-
ing.

Before he received the Geneva Bible,
Sam said he was aware that it “was sepa-
rate and distinct” from the younger King
James version of 1611. “Every page of the
Geneva Bible is chock full of the original
footnotes and commentaries of John
Calvin, John Knox and other early Refor-
mation leaders. There are also illustrations
or drawings.”  

The 1560 Geneva Bible:
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N

Summer months not so quiet at FPC
Hi, church family,

Summer might seem like quiet months
on the FPC education front, but it’s right
now that some of our biggest events of the
year are under way! 
 VBS is around the corner: 9 a.m. - noon,
July 12 - 16.
 All-Church Retreat is coming in only
two months, September 17 - 19,  at Mo-
Ranch.
 Fall education offerings are taking shape!

Our adult elective class that began June
1 will take us right to the edge of
fall as well! While our other Bible
studies and Sunday School classes
take a break, our adult elective
welcomes you to join the conver-
sation happening now in Chris-
tian churches of every kind: the
conversation surrounding racism
in America.

What might the gospel say to
America? How might the gospel

change race relations in America? As Chris-
tians, these questions should be our filter
for engaging the issues. The elective class
continuing in July attempts to provide a
framework for thinking about and engag-
ing race relations.

In June, we looked at the history of rac-
ism in the American church through Jemar
Tisby’s The Color of Compromise. In July, we
are moving toward a few “how-to’s” when
it comes to fighting racism by looking at a
few chapters of Tisby’s follow-up work,

How to Fight Racism: Courageous
Christianity and the Journey toward
Racial Justice. It is not too late to
join. We have participants online
and in person, so please find a
way to join us in one of those
ways. I’m trusting that God will
confront us and grow us as the
gathered people of Christ while we
faithfully come together, however
we can.  —Stephanie

Jemar Tisby is the New York Times bestselling author of The Color of Compromise and
president of The Witness: A Black Christian Collective, where he writes about race,
religion, politics and culture. He is also cohost of the “Pass the Mic” podcast.

 
Sunday School
An adult elective is
offering a class through
July 25 called The Color of
Compromise, the title
taken from a book of the
same name by Jemar
Tisby. All other Sunday
school classes are ob-
serving the summer
break. We’ll see you in a
month!

Men’s & Women’s
Bible Studies
Our midweek Bible
study groups for men
and women are observ-
ing the summer break.
Please look for fall
meeting updates as the
time gets closer!

Make the Connection
in Adult Elective!

Education
updates
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This bible was also known as the
“Breeches” Bible because of its rendering
of Genesis 3:7, in which Adam and Eve
sewed fig leaves together and made them-
selves breeches rather than aprons to
cover their nakedness.

The heavily annotated Geneva Bible,
with all of its extra commentaries and
thoughts from theologians of the Refor-
mation, was not well received by royalty
at the time, namely King James I of Eng-
land, Sam said. “The Geneva Bible was
known as the ‘Bible of the Protestant Ref-
ormation,’” he pointed out.

And when King James ordered a new
“politically correct” version of the bible
to be translated and published in 1611,
Sam added, the king ordered that all those
notes, commentaries and illustrations be
left out. The new King James Version re-
flected the structure of the Church of En-
gland and its governance.

“A lot of people think that the King
James Version was the original bible,” Sam
explained. “But the bible that came to
America on the Mayflower with the Pil-
grims was the Geneva Bible.” American
colonists arriving in America in Decem-
ber 1620 were fleeing religious oppression
of the Church of England and didn’t want

anything to do with the King James Ver-
sion of the Anglican Church.

When it was published, the Geneva
Bible was the first bible version in English
to include numbered verses. It was the
most widely read and influential English
bible of the 16th and 17th centuries. And it
was the first bible to introduce Roman-
style type, or font, which was much easier
to read than the Gothic Blackletter-style
type that appeared in earlier bibles.

Sam scoffs at being called a Bible
scholar, but over the past 11 years that he
and Helen have been members, he has
taught a number of adult Sunday School
classes and electives. One of them, a class
on the prophet Jeremiah, he has taught
twice, for two different church classes.
And he has carte blanche, “a standing
invitation,” to audit courses at Austin
Theological Seminary, also developing
friendships over the years with faculty
members there. His particular interest is
Old Testament courses.

Sam said he misses conversations with
his friend, the late Lloyd Davis, who at-
tended FPC Sunday School classes and
who, like Sam, viewed the Old Testament
as “the key to the bible.”

The Pilgrims arrive at Plymouth, Massachusetts on board the Mayflower, November 1620. 
Harold M. Lambert/Kean Collection/Archive Photos/Getty Images.
Sam guesses that the man in the pulpit is preaching from the Geneva Bible.

(continued on next page)

This is a beautiful
and incredibly
unique addition to
our library, and I
very much look
forward to having
it be part of our
service of Reforma-
tion Sunday.

The size of the
Geneva Bible, as
well as the extensive
footnotes and com-
mentaries through-
out, make clear just
how centrally im-
portant God's Word
is for us."

—Pastor Bobby

‘‘

‘‘
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Flowers in Worship/
July

BIRTHDAYS
(continued from previous page)

If you haven’t signed up for
flowers, check out the virtual
flower calendar! There are
several Sundays in the fall
left , so get your slot now by
visiting https://www.signup
genius.com/go/9040948aba
62da4fe3-2021.

Contact Christina Bondesen
if you need assistance. You can
also indicate online if you want
your arrangement to be re-
gifted for the church Flower
Ministry. The Flower Box and
A Matter of Taste have key
code access to deliver to our
church. Be sure to give the flo-
rist the date of Sunday wor-
ship.

From July 11 to August 15, Pastor
Bobby will preach a sermon series
based on Jesus’s famous parable of
the sheep and goats found in Mat-
thew 25.

Each week he will look at one of the
actions to which Jesus calls the church:
drink for the thirsty, care for the sick, vis-
its to the imprisoned, food for the hungry,
hospitality to the stranger, and clothes for
the naked. Each action is a concrete way
in which we respond in gratitude to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ. Jesus also reminds
us in the parable that each time we do these
things, we encounter Jesus himself in those
we love and serve.

This sermon series will feature unique
responses, testimonies and practical ways
for the entire congregation to embody the
six actions named in Matthew 25. The Mis-
sion Committee has helped in planning the
following:

July 11 - Drink to the Thirsty
Response: You are invited to bring a case
of bottled water by the church office any-
time between July 11-16. Water will be used
for FPC’s Blessing Bags, and any extra will
be donated to the Helping Hands of
Georgetown.

July 18 - Care for the Sick
Response: You are invited to make a visit
to one or more of our homebound mem-
bers. Penny Leone and Jenny Carswell will
assist in ensuring that you have all you
will need for your visit! Details about how
to participate will be provided in the ser-
vice on July 18.

Seeing Christ

in our Midst:
A Six-Week

Sermon Series
on

Matthew 25:31-44

25 Rachel Isenhour
Shawn Levsen
Nadia Mahannah
Elizabeth Miller

26 Joanne Folta
27 Chris Poe
28 Thom Bausch
30 Joyce Davis

Carter Osborne
Avery Rayburn
Magen Smith

31 Cathy Fullinwider

4 Marty Curtis
11 Mike & Adana Gipson
18 Jack & Lenice Smithwick
25 Nelson Barrett

July 25 - Visit the Imprisoned
Response: Plans are being made to respond
to this sermon emphasis and will be an-
nounced.

August 1 - Feed the Hungry
Testimony: We will hear from our youth
who will have just completed their in-town
mission work. They will tell us all that God
did in, through and among them in their
time of service.

August 8 - Hospitality to the Stranger
Testimony: We will hear an update about
the work that Habitat for Humanity is
doing in our area, as well as ways that
interested members can participate.

August 15 - Clothe the Naked
Response: We will collect donations to sup-
port one of our missions. More to come as
plans are confirmed.
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The Geneva Bible was the
first “study bible” with
extensive commentary notes
in the margins. It was
produced by John Calvin,
John Knox, Myles
Coverdale, John Foxe and
other English refugees in
Geneva, Switzerland, where
they had fled the persecution
of Roman Catholic Queen
“Bloody” Mary in En-
gland. Mary would not
tolerate the Protestant
Geneva Bible, which
proclaimed the Pope an
“antichrist” in its commen-
tary notes. Mary is best
remembered for burning
nearly 300 English
Protestants at the stake
for heresy, which earned
her the nickname.

A great irony of history is
that Protestants of all
denominations today
embrace the King James
Version of the Bible, which
reads 90% the same as the
Geneva, even though the
King James Version is not a
Protestant Bible.

The Geneva Bible is
quoted from hundreds of
times by William
Shakespeare in his plays,
and John Bunyan and John
Milton also used it in their
writing. The Geneva Bible
is the only one ever to
outsell and exceed the
popularity of the King
James Version, as it did in
the early 1600s until its
printing ceased in 1644.

—Compiled from
several sources

The Matthews are pleased to have their
edition of the Geneva Bible find a home in
the FPC library. The library is excellent,
Sam said, and he has used its resources
for research on subjects he has taught at
church. “It was a good place to start when
I was asked to teach.”

In other churches where he has been
a member, Sam said he has enjoyed good
relationships with his ministers, includ-
ing one from Ohio who went on to a po-
sition with the General Assembly in
Louisville and gave Sam his many notes.

The idea to teach a class on Jeremiah
at FPC came to him one day while he was
working in the yard. “A voice from the
clouds told me to teach a course on
Jeremiah.” He told Joy about his revela-
tion, and soon Sam was leading such a
class. Joy Bedford, then Education Direc-
tor, asked him to teach it again for one of
the other Sunday School classes. He has
also taught classes on other Old Testament
prophets, Advent from the viewpoint of
different traditions, and Abraham and his
children, who, Sam said, were the
founders of every major religion in the

Geneva Bible
((continued from previous page)

world. He no longer teaches because of
declining health. “The spirit is willing but
the flesh is weak,” he said with a laugh.

Before he retired, Sam was a scientist
who worked for government contractors
in several states. The Matthews moved
here from Baltimore after they retired to
be near family. —Marty Curtis

Some
“firsts”

https://fpcgeorgetown.buzzsprout.com

FPC
Podcast

Listen to sermons,

services, special music

performances and special events

of First Presbyterian Church.
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2 Bill & Joyce Hinds
6 Ken & Susan Poteete
8 Thomas & Susan Isenhour

Pat & Penny Leone
Jerry & Ann Pearson

11 Chris & Kimberly Poe
14 Mike & Adana Gipson

Larry & Phyllis Perkins
19 Jack & Lenice Smithwick
20 J.C. & Linda Johnson
23 Claude & Joanne Folta

Richard & Maria Jenny
26 Ron & Sharon Place
28 David & Cathy Ramsey

Travis & Sandra Walden

1 Ollie Stenborg
Sam Stenborg

2 Chris Johnson
3 Phil Bookert

Hayes Kennedy
4 Rowan Guidici

Emily McEntire
5 Suzanne Stallings
6 Carolyn Pursley

Jim Root, Jr.
Micki Wiesner

9 Christina Bondesen
Landon Leloux
Kinsley Leloux
Sharon Place
Mason Smith
Nancy Spivey

12 Keith Tucker
13 Dennis Boroczk

Mark Lund
Cass Wheeler

14 Austin Roberts
15 Rick Galloway

Jason Wagner
16 Robert Cravens

Alex Mahannah
17 Nicholas Bondesen
18 Kay Cox

Ben Schmalstieg
19 Annabelle Guinn

Angie Harris
Betty Smith
Roger Taylor
Tim Taylor

21 John Decker
Logan Hulme-Lippert
Grayson Kennedy

22 Roger Molenda
23 Janet Byram

Matthew Pilcher
Phil Smith

24 Bill Baechtel
Wanda Wallace
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J U L Y   W O R S H I P
8:30 a.m. – Sanctuary

11:00 a.m. – WCFH & Livestream

Actual
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and
Expense Report

J U L YJ U L YJ U L YJ U L YJ U L Y

Income
Pledges $437,693 $817,850 54%
Other $56,881 $101,600 56%
TOTAL $494,574 $919,450 54%
    
Expenses
Validated Mission $24,695 $56,029 44%
Local/Other Mission $13,900 $26,241 53%
Ministry of the Word $58,175 $148,468 39%
Program/Support Staff $149,145 $402,975 37%
Christian Education $3,866 $37,950 10%
Music and Worship $10,255 $21,100 49%
Evangelism/Care $845 $13,365 6%
Property $41,783 $100,100 42%
Stewardship/Finance $6,707 $19,000 35%
 Other Oper Expenses $12,900 $79,395 16%
 Debt Retirement $40,647 $97,548 42%
 TOTAL $362,918 $1,002,171 36%

July 4
Rev. Harry Brown Preaching
Communion
Scripture: Galatians 5:1, 13-25

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Matthew 25 Sermon Series:
Seeing Christ in our Midst

July 11 - August 15

July 11
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Exodus 17:1-7; John 8:1-11;

Matthew 25:34-36

July 18
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: 1 Kings 17:17-24; Mark 3:1-6;

Matthew 25:34-36

July 25
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-3; Luke 23:33;

Matthew 25:34-36

In the hospital last month: Nelson
Barrett,  Cherril Lemmink and Bill
Stanley.

Our sympathy to:
 Kathy Kerr Kubatzky on the death of
her mother, Judith Kerr, May 29 in Ama-
rillo. A private committal service was
planned.
 The Hubbard family on the death of
Cathy’s niece, Mary Meissner, June 8. This
is the fourth member of the family that
has passed in the last year. Please keep
Cathy, Natalie and Frank IV in your
prayers.

Congratulations to Tim & Katie Porter on
the birth of their daughter, Stella Rose,
May 25. Proud grandparents are Roger &
Cindee Molenda.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIn-
tosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col.
Mike Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st

Class Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos,
Larry & Helen Burk’s grandson; and
Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy
Hayes.

General Operating Fund

Year to Date -
May 2021

www.fpcgeorgetown.org
First Presbyterian Church
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Thoughts from Michael H. Brown, who wrote an introduction
to a facsimile copy of the Geneva Bible 1599, published in 1988

 King James did not encourage a translation of the Bible in order to enlighten
the common people. His sole intent was to deny them the marginal notes of the
Geneva Bible—which made it so popular with the common people.

 The Reformation prospered in Geneva. Many of those who had fled Bloody
Mary started a congregation there. Their greatest effort and contribution to the
Reformation was the first Geneva Bible. By the end of the 16th century, the
Geneva Bible had about all the marginal notes there was space available to put
them in.

 That James I wasn’t going to have any marginal notes to annoy him and lead
English citizens away from what he wanted them to think is a matter of public
record. In an account corrected with his own hand dated February 10, 1604, he
ordained:

“That a translation be made of the whole Bible, as consonant as can be to
the original Hebrew and Greek; and this to be set out and printed without
any marginal notes, and only to be used in all churches of England in time
of divine service.”

 The Geneva Bible is probably the last sputtering flame of the Reformation.
The works of John Milton, John Calvin, John Knox, George Buchanan, William
Tyndale and the rest can still be found on the shelves in the public libraries.
Such works are checked out by uninterested college students on an average of
about one volume every 10 years; no one in today’s churches reads them.

—From ReformedReader.org

In addition to the
Geneva Bible, the
Matthews are donating
to the church 65 books
from Sam’s religious
library, along with
various course notes
and materials. Some
will find their way to
the library and others
the shelves of the
pastor’s office.



FPC’s congregation is once again singing
in worship, as of June 13, after not having
done so since mid-March 2020.

On recommendation of the Safety &
Security Committee, session in June voted
to amend the current “Guidelines for
Gatherings” to allow congregational sing-
ing during worship. Masks continue to be
encouraged for those attending worship
who are unvaccinated, especially if they
choose to sing.

Knowing that children under 12 are
not eligible for the COVID-19 vaccination
at this time, the committee included op-

July 2021

R o o t e d . R e f o r m e d . R e l e v a n t.

Alleluia! We’re singing again in worship!

FIRSTWORD

2 July Celebrations
Financial Report
July Worship

3 Sermon Series
Flowers in Worship

10 Looking Back
11 FPC Library Staff Pick

Ushers & Greeters
12 Spotlight: Matthews

Donate Unique Bible
16 July Calendar

Christian Education
 4 Stephanie’s Column:

VBS & Summer Elective
Education Updates

Youth Ministry
5 Kelly Ann’s Column

Mission
6 Forman Christian

College
7 Helping Hands/The

Caring Place
Mission Sewing

8 CropWalk

Fellowship
8 Presbyterian Women

Compassionate Care
2 Among Our People
7 Medical & Baby Equip-

ment for Loan
9 New Stephen Ministry

Leader & Ministers
Commissioned Read all about Sam & Helen

Matthews’ donation of a 1560 Geneva
Bible to the Church Library (page 12).

Inside tions in the guidelines for those children
during the 11 a.m. service.

Children ages 5 to 8 who normally go
to Children’s Church after the Children’s
Moment can still do so. If parents pre-
fer  their children not being present while
there is congregational singing, those chil-
dren can attend Children’s Church for the
worship hour.

Children ages 9 to 12 have the option
to go with Youth Director Kelly Ann Sea-
man for the entire hour to the Youth Room,
where she will have the service on YouTube
and will share in discussion of the sermon. 

Session approves
purchase of screens
for Fellowship Hall

s p o t l i g h t

Continuing our pursuit of becoming a
hybrid church, offering both live and vir-
tual worship opportunities, session on
June 22 approved the purchase of two
screens and equipment for Fellowship
Hall to support the worship experience for
both in-person and livestream congre-
gants.

This action came on recommendation
of the Worship Committee, headed by El-
der Nancy Robohn, which has discussed
such a purchase almost monthly since May
2020. These discussions began after the
COVID-19 pandemic closed the church
facility in March 2020 and the congrega-
tion began worshiping via a livestream of
the service on YouTube.

Cost of the audio/visual project, not in-
cluding electrical wiring, is $20,200. Ridge
AV of Cedar Park will install an 80-inch
wall-mounted, retractable screen near
where the temporary screen is now located

in the front of the hall. There will also be a
75-inch wall-mounted screen in the south-
west corner of the hall, visible to those in
the choir loft and the chancel area. Instal-
lation will take place after necessary wir-

(continued on back page)

 FPC’s Library

facsimilie reproduction of
1560 Geneva Bible

receives donation of
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SUNDAY

27
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Sanctuary
9:40am Adult Elective
11:00am WCFH-Livestream Worship

4
Independence Day
Rev. Harry Brown Preaching
8:30am Sanctuary
9:40am Adult Elective
11:00am WCFH-Livestream Worship

11
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Sanctuary
9:40am Adult Elective
11:00am WCFH-Livestream Worship
12:00pm VBS set-up

18
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Sanctuary
9:40am Adult Elective
11:00am WCFH-Livestream Worship

25
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Sanctuary
9:40am Adult Elective
11:00am WCFH-Livestream Worship

MONDAY

28

5
Church Office
Closed:
Independence Day
11:00am PW Board

12
9:00am VBS

19
10:00am Stephen

Leader
Retreat

26

TUESDAY

29
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Planning
2:00pm Monica in FH

6
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH

13
9:00am VBS
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH
7:00pm Worship Comm

20
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH

27
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH

WEDNESDAY

30
Philip Smith on vacation thru 7/6
9:00am Writing Class
7:00pm Choir Chat

7
Youth Playground Clean-up Day
7:00pm Choir Chat

14
9:00am VBS
7:00pm Choir Chat

21
Sue Bell on vacation thru 8/8
Susan Isenhour on vacation thru 8/1
7:00pm Choir Chat

28
7:00pm Choir Chat

THURSDAY

1
9:00am Senior Club

8
Sue Bell on vacation
thru 7/17

15
9:00am VBS

22

29
Youth Local Mission,
thru 8/1

FRIDAY

2
Dr. Bobby Hulme-
Lippert on vacation
thru 7/5

9

16
9:00am VBS

23

30

ing is added to operate the equip-
ment.

Funding of $21,405 to cover the
cost of equipment and electrical wir-
ing will come from: $14,000 remain-
ing from an anonymous gift; $3,000
remaining in a fund used for IT up-
grades in 2020; $1,405 in memorial
gifts honoring the Rev. Justin Jones;
and $3,000 from the Pastor Memo-
rial Gifts fund.

Over the past year Worship Com-
mittee has heard reports from Philip
Smith, Director of Music and Wor-
ship, and Susan Isenhour, Associate
Music Director, on how this equip-
ment will facilitate the blending of
occasional prerecorded music (for
example, by ReSounding Voices vir-
tual choir) and other events seen
during a livestream of worship and
simultaneously by a live congrega-

tion present in Fellowship Hall. Use
of the screens can also allow for
livestream worshipers to lead in wor-
ship through video recordings made
in their home, and for presenting
other media in the worship service.

Action on this recommendation
was delayed by Worship Committee
during 2020 and early 2021 as there

Two screens for
Fellowship Hall

As we enjoy the summer,
we are reminded that the
financial needs of the
church don’t take a sum-
mer break. FPC still pays
staff salaries, provides
ministries, maintains our
facility and supports our
missions. So let’s please
remember the church this
summer as we perhaps
take time to enjoy life and
be away.

(continued from front page)

was no estimate on when we would
return to live worship; and other fi-
nancial needs of the church at the
time outweighed the need for addi-
tional audio/visual equipment in the
hall.

Watch for more information in
the coming weeks and in the church
email each Friday.

It’s summer!
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