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Inside IN 2012, A TEAM OF RESEARCHERS FROM
the Fuller Youth Institute at Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary launched a project to
understand why some churches are ex-
emplary when it comes to engaging
young adults 15 to 29 years of age in
their ministries.

What they learned over the
next three years they put into a
2016 book, Growing Young, and
eventually developed into a
training program and as-
sessment for churches to
help them avoid shrinking,
aging and seeing young people
walk away. The assessment helps
a church define where it is before
defining where it wants to be.

The researchers discovered hundreds of
churches with six core commitments in
common that kept teenagers and young
adults coming back: leadership, warmth,
empathy, priority, neighbor and gospel.

A “Growing Young in a Changing

World” cohort” or team from FPC will
spend the next nine months delving into

Fuller’s research and seeing how we are
doing in the six core commitments.

The team consists of Pastor Bobby;
Chris Spruiell, LOGOS Dinner Dean;

Sarah Crenshaw, parent volunteer;
Theresa McKenna, Education

and Nurture elder; Youth
Director Kelly Seaman; and

Ann Kaiser, Compassionate
Care deacon.

The nine-month digital
experience is designed to help

a church’s congregation apply
the six Growing Young core

commitments to today’s realities,
including adapting to a changing

ministry and walking with young people
struggling with anxiety.

Bobby said he and Kelly both came
across this Fuller program separately a few
months ago, without each other knowing

(continued on page 10)

A cohort from FPC will look at the issue:

Prayer Wall is ready
for prayer requests

(continued on page 11)

Retired Presbyterian minister Harry
Brown, who attends FPC with his wife
Laurell, a member, offered to help with re-
pairs when the church suffered extensive
water damage in February. He told Office
Manager Christina Bondesen he enjoyed
woodworking projects.

So when Christina saw a photo of a
Prayer Wall on a Minnesota church’s web
page, she and Communications Director
Jaime Cowan wondered if Harry could
duplicate it for our church. Turns out, he
could. And he did.

The beautiful FPC Prayer Wall is in the
alcove between the two restrooms off of
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The FPC youth went to Community
First! Village in Austin to volunteer
on July 30th. We had a really won-
derful time there. To prepare, I read
founder Alan Graham’s amazing
book, Welcome Homeless: One Man’s
Journey of Discovering the Meaning of
Home.”

This book tells the amazing story
of Alan’s call to serve the homeless in
relevant and revolutionary ways.

His encounters led him to found
Mobile Loaves and Fishes and Com-
munity First!. 

This book details many stories of
people (housed and unhoused) who
inspired and challenged Alan. These
stories are heartbreaking, uplifting
and life changing. The book chal-
lenges a lot of preconceptions I know
I had about the issues surrounding
homelessness, and I cannot tell you
the affect this book (and Community
First!) have had on me.

I am looking forward to partner-
ing our youth with this amazing
ministry much more in the future
(yes, you can come, too). I donated a
copy of the book to our library, and
I bought a few more. So, if it’s
checked out, just come see me. If you
read it, I would love to chat with you
more about it. —Kelly Ann Seaman

Welcome Homeless: One Man’s Journey
of Discovering the Meaning of Home

by Alan Graham

TUESDAY

31
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH

7
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
1:00pm PW Board
2:00pm Monica in FH
6:30pm Elizabeth Circle

14
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH
7:00pm Worship

Committee

21
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH

28
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH
7:00pm Session SATURDAY, September 18

All-Church Retreat/Mo-Ranch

MONDAY

30

6
Church Office Closed-
Labor Day
12:30pm Stephen Leaders
6:30pm Stephen Ministry

Supervision
7:00pm FRED Talk

13
9:00am P.E.O.
10:00am Sarah-

Ruth
Circle

20

27
8:30am Senior
University

WEDNESDAY

1
12:00pm Ladies’ Lunch Bible Study
12:00pm Men’s Lunch Bible Study
5:00pm LOGOS begins
5:30pm Youth Dinner/Bible Study begin
6:15pm Confirmation Class begins

8
12:00pm Ladies’ Lunch Bible Study
12:00pm Men’s Lunch Bible Study
1:00pm Lydia Circle
5:00pm LOGOS
5:30pm Youth Dinner & Bible Study
6:15pm Confirmation Class

15
Budgets Due
9:30am Martha Circle
9:30am Rachel Circle
11:00am Hannah-Esther Circle
12:00pm Ladies’ Lunch Bible Study
12:00pm Men’s Lunch Bible Study
5:00pm LOGOS
5:30pm Youth Dinner & Bible Study
6:15pm Confirmation Class

22
Penny Leone on vacation thru 10/6
12:00pm Ladies’ Lunch Bible Study
12:00pm Men’s Lunch Bible Study
5:00pm LOGOS
5:30pm Youth Dinner & Bible Study
6:15pm Confirmation Class

29
12:00pm Ladies’ Lunch Bible Study
12:00pm Men’s Lunch Bible Study
5:00pm LOGOS
5:30pm Youth Dinner & Bible Study
6:15pm Confirmation Class

THURSDAY

2

9
9:00am P.E.O.
9:00am Admin

Committee

16
10:30am Senior

Seminar
7:00pm Budget

Comm

23

30

FRIDAY

3
Dr. Bobby Hulme-
Lippert on vaca-
tion thru 9/6

10
10:00am Mission

Sewing

17
All-Church Retreat/
Mo-Ranch

24

SUNDAY

29
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Teacher Commissioning
8:30am Worship-Sanctuary
9:40am New Member Class
9:40am Sunday School begins
10:40am Fellowship Time
11:00am Worship-WCFH &

Livestream

5
Communion
Dr. William C. Poe Preaching
8:30am Worship-Sanctuary
9:40am Sunday School
11:00am Worship-WCFH &

Livestream

12
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Worship-Sanctuary
9:40am Sunday School
11:00am Worship-WCFH &

Livestream
12:00pm LOGOS Board

19
Dr. Ken Peters Preaching
All-Church Retreat/Mo-Ranch
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00am Worship-WCFH &

Livestream

26
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Worship-Sanctuary
9:40am Sunday School
11:00am Worship-WCFH &

Livestream
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1 Jeremy & Linda Gambell
3 Frank & Rebecca Beam
4 Jim & Mona Andersen

Joel & Elizabeth Miller
5 Tim & Kathy Kerr Kubatzky
10 Joel & Joan Lawrence
11 Bruce & Shelley Sorenson
16 Rusty & Kitty Bristow

Eric & Kelly Seaman
28 Glen & Ann Kaiser
30 Nelson & Carolyn Stubblefield

1 Haley Weisbrod
2 Billy Lamb

Amanda McIntosh
3 Colleen Forrester

Kayla Isenhour
Sandra Walden

4 Fred Herbst
Pip Hubbard

5 Jean Fisher
Claire Guthrie
Robert Nelon

6 Peggy Berland
7 Debbie Pilcher
8 Liz Keith

Leanna Perkins
Mary Jean Thorp
Nell Tucker

9 Dan Shaner
10 Bob Becker

D. Ann Shiffler
11 Bobby Weisbrod
12 Cari Spruiell
13 Conley Leloux
15 Lois Stanley
16 Minta McIntosh
17 Corey Bailey

Peg Kingsbury
18 Marianne Welch
19 Jay Allison

Kenley Hunt
Betty Pope

20 Olivia Cowan
21 Pete Decker

John McEntire
Erika Wenzel
Wes Whitehead

22 Carole Burke
Linette Harwell
Doyle Sebesta
Helen Trentch

23 Mike Carson
Aidan Guidici

24 Kimberly Poe
25 Lee McIntosh
26 Larian Carson

Bill Dudley
Eric Wiesner

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

(continued on next page)

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church

Among Our People
S E P T E M B E R    W O R S H I P

8:30 a.m. – Sanctuary

11:00 a.m. – WC-FH & Livestream

Actual
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - July 2021
General Operating Fund

“Stewardship Focus:
Because You Give” Sermon Series

August 22 - September 12

September 5
“Keeping Faith Alive”
Dr. William C. Poe Preaching
Scripture: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9;

James 2:1-7, 14-18

September 12
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Psalm 19; Mark 8:27-38

September 19
(one service only at 11 a.m. in WC-FH)
Dr. Kenneth Peters Preaching

“Room to Breathe” Sermon Series
September 26 - October 24

September 26
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29;

James 5:13-20

In the hospital last month: Dana Hall
(surgery) and Emily McEntire (surgery).

Our sympathy to:
 Bryan & Sue Bell on the death of Sue’s
father, Howard Max, Jr., August 5 in
McKinney.
 Cliff & Rita Snyder on the death of
Cliff ’s mother, Ronette Hodges Collins,
August 7 in Palestine.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIn-
tosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col.
Mike Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st

Class Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos,
Larry & Helen Burk’s grandson; and
Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy
Hayes.

Income
 Pledges $555,468 $817,850 68%
 Other $67,205 $101,600 66%
 TOTAL $622,673 $919,450 68%
    
Expenses
 Validated Mission $33,361 $56,029 60%
 Local/Other Mission $16,925 $26,241 64%
 Ministry of the Word $83,004 $148,468 56%
 Program/Support Staff $212,250 $402,975 53%
 Christian Education $4,811 $37,950 13%
 Music and Worship $11,336 $21,100 54%
 Evangelism/Care $972 $13,365 7 %
 Property $62,340 $100,100 62%
 Stewardship/Finance $9,394 $19,000 49%
  Other Oper Expenses $20,453 $79,395 26%
 Debt Retirement $56,906 $97,548 58%
 TOTAL $511,752 $1,002,171 51%

The 2021 Church Officer Nominating Com-
mittee invites recommendations of mem-
bers from our congregation to serve as
elder, deacon and trustee. The plan is to
nominate six elders, four deacons and one
trustee for the Class of 2023. To submit a
recommendation, complete the Recommen-
dation Form found at www.fpcgeorge
town.org/orform/. Recommendations are
due by September 12, and they will be held
in confidence by the committee. 

Serving on this year’s committee are:
Beverly Jones, chair, and Sharon Place,
vice chair, from Session; Betty Anne Poe,
Diaconate; Sturdy Wanamaker, Trustees;
Kitty Bristow, Presbyterian Women;
Walter Juncker, Men’s Fellowship; Phil
Smith, Sunday School; Chris Spruiell,
LOGOS/Youth; and Cynthia Guidici,
Music Ministry.

Recommendations for church
officers due by September 12
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Open House is held at church Sunday, August 8

Celebrating

a return to

our church

building!

The morning featured fellowship, a tour of the buildings
led by Christina Bondesen, refreshments and recognition
of Property Committee Elders Ben Nichols (left) and
Mike Carson. They received certificates and a headband
umbrella to be prepared should we ever have sprinkler
heads burst again. Not shown: Elder Glen Kaiser.

The Women of the Church
sell a cookbook with money
raised over and above
printing expenses to be sent
to the Good Shepherd Hos-

Matt Bookert receives con-
gratulations for winning
first place in the Interna-
tional Tuba & Euphonium
Conference’s Young Artist
Tuba Competition held in
August at Lahti, Finland.
He won a new tuba and a
cash prize.

Show and Share kicks off
its second year featuring Jim
Wilhite’s “artist side.” We

LOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKING
BACKBACKBACKBACKBACK

throughthroughthroughthroughthrough     FirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWord

35 years: 1986

pital in Zaire where Bill and
Bonnie Stump are serving.

The Sunday School superin-
tendent asks members to
donate supplies that Sun-
day School teachers asked
for, including: nature
objects, nests, abandoned
insect shells, a dead tree
branch with a few long
twigs; potting soil and small
flower pots; ½ inch wood
dowel rods; and magazines
with pictures.

20 years: 2001 are warned to “Be prepared
to be dazzled by his beauti-
ful stained glass work.”

Education Director Joy
Bedford reports a successful
Promotion Sunday with 72
children and youth
attending, as well as many
adults. On Sunday morning
Joy can be found at the red
desk across from the library.
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Flowers in Worship/
September

BIRTHDAYS
(continued from previous page)

Go online to provide flowers
for Sunday services: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/
9040948aba62da4fe3-2021.
Contact Christina Bondesen if
you need assistance. Indicate
if you want your arrangement
to be re-gifted for the church
Flower Ministry. The Flower
Box and A Matter of Taste
have key code access to deliver
to our church.

Senior University in Georgetown kicks off
its fall term in September with classes led
by six from FPC. The nonprofit member-
ship organization for persons 50 years
of age and older promotes lifelong learn-
ing as ”an essential component of a life of
satisfaction and fulfillment.”

Members will present three of the more
than 16 classes to choose from. FPC will
be the meeting site of two other classes.

Pastor Bobby will lead an online six-
week class, also available on demand,
“Leading in Times of Significant Change,”
Wednesdays from 9-10 a.m. It starts Sep-
tember 29. Peter Drucker, prolific author
and management theorist, once wrote,
“Every few hundred years in Western his-
tory, there occurs a sharp transformation.
Within a few short decades, society—its
worldview, its basic values, its social and
political structures, its art, its key institu-
tions—rearranges itself. We are currently
living through such a time.”

Bobby will reflect on the nature of lead-
ership in this time of significant societal
change. He will share stories and insights
from 13 years of ordained ministry. While
the class will not focus on the church or
its beliefs, many of the stories will pull di-

rectly from that setting. Bobby believes
that it is often by way of stories that we
can see ourselves, our reality and our di-
rection more clearly.

Four FPC members will help you see
“What You DIDN’T Learn in Kindergar-
ten” as part of a six-week online class (also
available on demand) meeting Wednesday
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. and starting Septem-
ber 29. They and their topics are:
 Gary Nelon, “Community Banking”
 Dr. Bill Poe (and his guitar), “A Brief Tour
of American Folk Music”
 Cliff Snyder, “Affordable Housing:
Scratching the Surface of a Big Problem”
 Penny Leone, “Vital Vitality” 

A non-FPC speaker, John Tintera, will
wrap up the class with “Disaster Prepared-
ness and Response in Texas: What You
Should Know and What You Should Do.” 

One of Senior University’s favorite lec-
turers, Dr. Ken Peters, will present more
of his historical observations in a class on
“Americans Who Deserve a Second Hear-
ing.” (Not available on demand.) It will
meet in person through November 6 on
Tuesdays from 4-5 p.m. at the Georgetown
Public Library. One American, William
Jennings Bryan, for example, died shortly
after being embarrassed at the Scopes trial,
and it is this for which he is chiefly re-
membered.

To sign up as a member of Senior Uni-
versity and register for fall classes, go to
senioruniveristy.org. For more informa-
tion call Babs Cape, 512-864-3650.

Six from FPC lead
fall term classes

SENIOR UNIVERSITY
G E O R G E T O W N

28 Shelby Brainard
Mary Mackey Decker
Tristan Snyder

29 Kayla Hutton
Adam Jones
Larry Perkins
Allen Pratt
Marcia Sloma
Carl Spivey

20 Ashlin Miller

5 Jim & Mona Andersen
12 Demeree Jackson
19 Ruth Henning
26 Cliff & Rita Snyder

2021 All-Church Retreat
September 17 - 19

Mo-Ranch

Leader: Dr. Cynthia L. Rigby
The W.C. Brown Professor of Theology

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Reminder: On Sunday, September 19,
there will be one worship service,
at 11 a.m. in the Worship Center-

Fellowship Hall and on livestream.

“Shaping the
New Normal”

Some 90+ individuals and families have reg-
istered to participate in this year’s retreat
at Mo-Ranch.

Individuals, couples or families are needed
to say hello and hand out bulletins begin-
ning half an hour before the 8:30 and 11
a.m. Sunday worship services. Whether or
not you have served before, if you are will-
ing to volunteer as either an usher or

greeter this year, go to
www.fpcgeorgetown.
org/ushers-greeters-in-
terest-form/ to provide
more detailed informa-
tion. You will be con-
tacted about specific
Sundays to serve.

Ushers and greeters needed
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Left, Betty Smith puts a message in a vase on a recent Sunday. Right, Betty and
Kathy Jones at work (from FirstWord archives: May 2012).

PDA assists with
recovery in Haiti

Community First! VillageCommunity First! VillageCommunity First! VillageCommunity First! VillageCommunity First! Village

Compassionate Care church staffers
Penny Leone and Jenny Carswell,
nurses by education and training,
are the link between the ministry of
regifting flowers and those church
members it serves. “Without their
dedication and faithfulness in deliv-
ering the vases, this ministry would,
like fresh flowers eventually do,
‘whither and die’,” Kathy Jones said.

Over the years Penny and Jenny
have told Betty Smith and Kathy
how grateful the people are who re-
ceive the vases of flowers. Kathy and
Betty are often told by a family mem-

The link is Compassionate Care staff
ber about the flowers being present
in a home when they visited their
loved one.

Kathy added, “On occasion, we
also received hand-written thank-
you notes telling us how the flow-
ers helped bring a little sunshine into
their lives on a difficult day. How
amazing that such a simple gift of
flowers can make a difference.”

Betty herself has received Flower
Ministry vases of flowers over the
years while recovering at home “ev-
ery time I had a part replaced,” she
said with a laugh.

—Tijo Conseillant, ADLH Field Staff

Haiti earthquake damage

To notify the
church office if:

 You change your physical
or mailing address

 You change your email
address or add email

 You change your home or
cell phone number

 You add a new phone
number

The scale of the disaster facing Haiti
after the August 14 earthquake is be-
coming clearer. The quake and its
aftershocks have left almost 1,300
people dead, thousands more in-
jured and an unknown number of
people still missing. At least 13,000
homes were destroyed, and roads,
bridges and communication systems
have been severely damaged. This
catastrophe comes on top of Haiti’s
ongoing struggles with endemic
hunger and poverty, COVID-19, con-
tinuing civil unrest and threat of
tropical storms.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) is working closely with Pres-
byterian World Mission, our tradi-
tional partners on the ground in
Haiti and ACT Alliance in providing
emergency relief and short-term re-
covery efforts in the impacted areas.
These efforts include WASH (water,
sanitation and hygiene), emergency
power generators, shelter, food, first
aid and more. PDA remains commit-
ted to Haiti’s long-term recovery and
will remain active throughout the
entire recovery process, providing fi-
nancial support for rebuilding and
resilience. This is as our partners in
the area determine long-term pro-
gram needs.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
has had long-standing partnerships
in Haiti for decades. These meaning-
ful relationships enable PDA to come
alongside communities affected by
disaster in the immediate aftermath.

Donations can be made to First
Presbyterian Church of George-
town, indicating “Haiti relief code
OG100000” on the note line.

—Bill McKenna
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N

A Message from
Stephanie

As I write, I am thinking about all we ex-
perienced together on Rally Day, which was
August 22. Rally Day was a fun whirlwind
of activities, beginning with “Meet the
Teachers” and brunch. It was so good to
see people eating and talking together on a
beautiful morning in the breezeway! We
celebrated significant milestones for several
ages of children: 2-year-olds, 4- and 5-year-
olds, 3rd graders and confirmands! We
prayed for all of our students in worship.
We had an orientation lunch for LOGOS
and Youth Ministry parents. Now we have
our minds, hearts and calendars together,
and (almost) all that is left to do is just start!

As I look ahead to my first year of
LOGOS and first All-Church Retreat, I am
reflecting on two things. The first thought
is: “This year will be very different than
last year!” We moved TO virtual for a year,
and while that year was different then, this
year will be another year of different as we
return FROM virtual meetings.

The other thought that follows closely
behind is this one: When we follow Christ,
EVERY year is different! Whether God leads
us to calm places or to war zones, to gath-
ering or scattering, to gardens or to deserts,
we are cared for and can expect God to sur-
prise us with his leading—and his com-
forting presence, too. New seasons mean
new adventures, and new mornings mean
new mercies.

So as we look forward to the next year
together, I am excited, and I know that we
can trust that God inspires us in the midst
of the “different” we are living into. Thank
you for celebrating the start of this great
new year, and feel free to get excited with
me as I keep my eyes peeled for the great
things God will do! —Stephanie

Education Updates

LOGOS:
Wednesday
nights at FPC

We are excited to return
to our LOGOS program
this fall, and fall LOGOS
begins September 1!

LOGOS is an incred-
ible opportunity for
parents to have help
discipling their children
and for the generations
in our church to walk
together. If you have
questions about how
you and your family can
be involved in LOGOS,
please contact Stephanie.

Sunday School Classes
Fall Sunday School is under way! Please
read below for more information on fall
Sunday School classes and reach out to
Stephanie if you have any questions about
the classes. Please also note that we will
NOT have any Sunday School classes meet-
ing on September 19, the weekend of the
All-Church Retreat at Mo-Ranch.
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how many flowers of each variety were
part of it, then divide them among the
smaller vases. Some flowers were harder
to work with and challenged us.”

The two women always hoped that the
florists would provide extra greenery in
the arrangements. ”A little bit of green-
ery adds a lot to an arrangement,” Kathy
said. “If we didn’t have enough, we would
make a trip to H-E-B between church ser-
vices and purchase some. We’ve even been
known to take a discreet, strategic clip-
ping or two from the shrubs and bushes
around the church to use in our
regifting.”

The two women preferred small bottles
to use for vases. Betty discovered that
Starbucks coffee bottles were just the right
size. ”When the company changed the
bottles, we had to find a replacement,”
Kathy said. ”Not being a coffee drinker, I
had to learn to drink it once we found
another company’s bottles were usable.”

Now, Patsy and Ron, as well as Kathy
and other volunteers, continue to go to
work after the 11 o’clock service in the
office workroom, gently dismantling the
larger arrangement. They use ribbons and
bows to decorate the bud vases, sometimes
yielding as many as eight to 10 vases of
flowers. “It’s just easier to do it right after
church on Sunday so that Penny and
Jenny have the flowers on Monday avail-
able to take to people,” Kathy said.

An online sign-up sheet alerts Flower
Ministry volunteers when the member
donating the flower arrangement wants
to make it available for regifting. 

—Marty Curtis

Sunday’s worship service. Each vase has
this message on an attached card:

“These flowers graced the Sanctuary
and Worship Center of First Presby-
terian Church, Georgetown, this past
Sunday. They were present when the
hymns were sung, when the sermon
was preached and when the prayers
were offered. Now, they come to you
as a reminder of God’s love and heal-
ing power. They come to you with the
prayers of the members of this church
that you will be blessed with faith,
health, hope and happiness.”

The pandemic changed things
Penny said, “Historically, Jenny Carswell
and I have taken the flowers to members
in the hospital, rehab facilities and long-
term care places. The COVID-19 pandemic
of March 2020 changed things. Since the
pandemic, we sometimes take them to
people who are sheltering at home or
don’t feel comfortable coming back to in-
person worship. And, occasionally, we
take them to new members and their fami-
lies. We want the members to have the
flowers as a token of FPC’s love and grate-
fulness for them as a church member.” 

Penny generally takes a Sunday bul-
letin with her when she visits someone
who is ill or in the hospital. “But it just
means so much more when you give them
the vase and tell them the flowers were
from the Sunday service,” she said. “It’s a
great ministry and keeps the congrega-
tion aware that they are included and
loved, even if they aren’t able to come to
services.” 

Once on board to help Betty, Kathy
said, “I’m not a professional flower ar-
ranger. But Betty is creative and artistic
and just has an eye for how flowers in a
big arrangement can be made into smaller
ones. I learned a lot just by watching and
trying to imitate her style. She always en-
couraged me to trust my judgment.” 

Although she isn’t a floral arranger
by training, Betty has been “dabbling in
art” her entire life, even taking oil and
watercolor lessons. She has created an
original painting for six of the annual
church retreats.

As the Flower Ministry years went by,
Kathy said breaking down the arrange-
ments into smaller ones became “easier
and we got faster.” She explained, “Betty
would ‘analyze’ the arrangement, count

Jenny Carswell visits Joan
Dudding and takes her a
vase of flowers from the
Sunday worship service.

It doesn’t take a floral
design background

or green thumb to be
a part of the

Flower Ministry
and regift the

flowers. It just takes a
willingness to share

your time and talents.
If you are willing

occasionally to help
regift flowers after the

11 a.m. service on
Sunday, please call

Patsy and Ron Becker
at 512-863-6161.

Below, Betty Smith displays
vases of flowers made from
the arangement in worship
last May 30, given in honor
of Memorial Day.

Volunteering

Turn the page
for more on “the link”
that makes the Flower

Ministry a success.
Turn to page 11 and read

about how you can help

FPC provide school

supplies year-round for

students in two

Georgetown

elementary schools.

Sundays, 9:40 a.m., Room 101 and
1st floor Education Building rooms

We are back, and it is AMAZING to be to-
gether! As safely as we possibly can, we are
meeting! Children gather at 9:40 a.m. in
Room 101  for “large group”—a time to be
together and hear the day’s Bible lesson.
Then we head to “small group” time in our
classrooms by age (Pre-K/K class, 1st/2nd

grade class. 3rd/4th grade class and 5th/6th

grade class) with our teachers. Parents,
please pick up your child at 10:40 a.m. each
Sunday in your child’s classroom on the
1st floor of the Education Building. For
those who would like to join virtually, we
will have a Zoom link available for chil-
dren at home to hear the large group Bible
lesson!
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ADULT ELECTIVE
“Three 20th-Century Confessions”
August 29 - September 26, Room 113
(and via Zoom)
Guy & Cynthia Guidici
On many Sundays, we stand as a congre-
gation to confess what we believe, using
excerpts from the Book of Confessions. The
Confessions, Jack Rogers writes, “point us
to Christ and to the great themes of the
Christian faith.” Join us to explore three
recent Confessions. What do they say?
What is their relevance for us? We’ll look
at the history, content and application of
the Confession of 1967, a Brief Statement
of Faith, and the Confession of Belhar.
These confessions are denominational re-
sponses to times of change and challenge,
much like the times in which we now live.

Adult Sunday School:  9:40 - 10:40 a.m.

Midweek Bible
Studies

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
Meets at 12 noon in
person each Wednesday
in Room 101 to study
scripture and eat lunch
together. You are
welcome to bring your
lunch bag and join us as
we survey the book of
Romans, led by Rod
Burke.

Women’s Lunch
Bible Study
Meets at noon Wednes-
day in Room 207 (and
via Zoom), with women
bringing their lunch. 

In August the group
joined God’s people as
they arrive on the edge
of the promised land
only to find themselves
in hostile territory, faced
with fear and uncer-
tainty.

Winning the Worry
Battle: Life Lessons from
the Book of Joshua by Barb
Roose is the study. Just
as God gave His people
victory over their en-
emies when they fought
in faith, He promises to
do the same for us.

Following the foot-
prints of bold, coura-
geous faith that God
gave His people, we’ll be
equipped with tools to
bravely fight in faith and
overcome both our daily
struggles and the bigger
battles we all face.

Talks
FRED

Faithfulness: Ready
to Explore and Discover

"Getting to Know the Citizens
in Your Neighborhood!"

HOMEBUILDERS
“The Book of James”
Room 112 (and via Zoom)
Karen Jones
On September 5, the class begins a video
study of the Book of James by Francis
Chan. True faith produces fruit. A faith
without action and without life change is
ultimately a dead faith. The book of James
speaks to the realities of a living faith in
Jesus—the kind of roll-up-your-sleeves and
get-your-hands-dirty discipleship that is
borne out of an authentic relationship with
the risen Lord. James writes to believers
who know suffering, who've faced trials,
and who ultimately desire a deep relation-
ship with God.

A discussion-oriented class for adults,
Homebuilders covers topics in Christian
living, scripture and church history.
Formed to meet the needs of adults in the
family-building stage of life, the class is
open to all interested persons.

SURVEYORS
“The Book of Esther”
August 29 - October 17, Room 207
Phil Smith
An eight-session study on the book of
Esther, a beautifully written story about
how the Jewish people were delivered from
annihilation and an explanation of why
even today there is a festivity of Purin. God
is not mentioned once in the book but we
see His presence on every page working
his will behind the scenes. It is also an in-
spiring story about God doing the impos-
sible in our lives when we listen to the Holy
Spirit, obey and wait for the Lord to act.

 August 29: Introduction to the Confes-
sions

 September 5: The Confession of 1967

 September 12: A Brief Statement of Faith
(1991)

 September 19: No class. All-Church Re-
treat

 September 26: The Confession of Belhar
(1986/2016)

Featuring videos and info about BiG

Program:
Brookwood in Georgetown (BiG)

7 p.m. Monday, September 6
Room 101 (In Person)

Facilitated by a Stephen Leader (Irene
Lange, Hill County Bible Church) who
volunteers with BiG.
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s p o t l i g h t

FPC’s
Flower

Ministry
and the
people
who

make it
possible

Ron and Patsy Becker and Betty Smith (right), who is handing off responsibility
for the Flower Ministry as the Beckers  ask for volunteers willing to help.

On most Sundays for more than a decade,
after the 11 o’clock worship service, the
routine has been the same. Two women
carry the flower arrangement that graced
the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall wor-
ship services back to a room where they
go to work breaking it down to form
small-vase arrangements.

Betty Smith and Kathy Jones are where
FPC’s Flower Ministry starts, as they
faithfully “regift” the donated flowers to
be taken to members unable to come to
church. It’s a ministry supported by the
church and the Compassionate Care
Committee. But it wouldn’t be possible
without Betty, who started the ministry,
and Kathy, her loyal volunteer.

Betty was serving as a deacon on what
was then called the Service Committee.
One day in 2010 she saw flowers left at
the church following a funeral. She went
to Parish Nurse Penny Leone’s office to
ask if Penny would take them to a nurs-
ing home. Naturally, there were too many
flower arrangements for any one person,
or even two people, to take to nursing
homes around Georgetown.

“Melissa Pilcher (a Stephen Minister)
was in Penny’s office, and she told us how
her mother, who was a member of a church
in another Texas city, received flowers
from worship with a message when she
was ill. I thought it was something we
could do here at our church,” Betty said.

Betty enlisted Kathy’s help after Kathy
became a deacon on her committee.

Now, the Flower Ministry is saying
thanks to its founder as Betty steps away
and as Patsy and Ron Becker volunteer to
shepherd it. Patsy, third-year elder on the
Compassionate Care Committee, and her
husband had indicated on their Time &
Talent form last year that they would be
willing to help regift the flowers. Now
they will do so with the help of other vol-
unteers, including Kathy, whose role
changed when, before the pandemic,
handbell choir rehearsals moved to Sun-
days at noon after church. 
 Church members who receive the
small vases of regifted flowers, delivered
by a member of the Compassionate Care
team, can feel a part of the previous

Flowers for those unable to come to church

“Flowers are a proud asser-
tion that a ray of beauty
out-values all the utilities in
the world.”

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

“The smallest flower is a
thought, a life answering to
some feature of the Great
Whole, of whom they have
a persistent intuition.”

—Honore de Balzac



— 6 —

Y O U T H   M I N I S T R YKelly Ann Seaman
Youth Director

Youth fall theme: Asking big questions
Our youth have had an awesome sum-
mer. We have been blessed to be able to
gather together, serve together and play
together! Our Local “In-Town” Mission
Trip at the end of July was so wonderful,
and I cannot even begin to put into words
how proud I am of our youth: their kind-
ness, their love, their service. Thank you
all for your support and prayers as we
traveled. Our youth are so lucky to have
the love and support of their faith com-
munity. You are appreciated.

I cannot wait to see what God does in
our group this year as we grow together!
We’ve had some really wonderful Bible
study and conversations over the past
year. Our young people are navigating a
lot, processing a lot. They’re also asking

some great questions, and, thus, our
theme for this fall is: “Big questions de-
serve better answers.” We are going to be
asking big questions, seeking big truths
and knocking on doors trusting Jesus in
Matthew 7:8, “Everyone who asks re-
ceives; the one who seeks finds; and to the
one who knocks, the door will be
opened.” 

Please pray alongside me as we seek the
God who holds the better answers to all
of our biggest questions, who is just at
the other side of the door we’re knocking
on. —Kelly Ann Seaman

Top: Youth at Community First! Village. Right: At Bible study;
and bottom right: before “Grog”(Freeze Tag) throughout the
church.

Kelly Ann reports that FPC Georgetown youth spent four
days in service and fellowship at the end of July. They
weeded at Community First! Village in Austin; painted,
dug trenches and scrubbed kitchens at BiG (Brookwood
in Georgetown); cleaned up trash along Blue Hole in
Georgetown; and power-washed and tackled storage or-
ganization and clean up at FPC. Mostly, they were so
thankful to just be together. They questioned and dis-
cussed a lot about why they serve and what it means to
“serve one another in love!”

“Big
questions
deserve
better

answers.”
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(continued from front)

The Gathering Place. And the structure already has pieces of paper with prayers and
prayer requests tucked into its many crevices. It is one of the many ministry and
mission focus displays and “walls” in the main church building that Christina and
Jaime arranged before the Open House in August.

As faithful members in the Church of Jesus Christ, our Book of Order, Part 1 of the
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), calls us “to bear witness to God’s love
and grace and to be involved responsibly in the ministry of Christ’s Church.” Such
involvement includes “lifting one another up in prayer, mutual concern and active
support.” Our new Prayer Wall offers us an opportunity to submit our prayers and
prayer requests anonymously or by name, placing them in the wall and knowing
that God hears our prayers.

When asked for his help with the Prayer Wall, Harry agreed immediately to
tackle the project. Christina met with him and discussed size, placement and design.
She asked him to take the picture from the church’s web page and make it as close to
it as he could. He was able to use some wood from his other projects and purchased
the rest. “It took approximately 80 hrs to make it,” Harry said. “It was an interest-
ing project. It was not terribly hard to make because there are no tight tolerances.”

If you’re wondering why there are so many gradations of wood colors, it’s be-
cause Harry used 14 different wood types in making the some 120 wood pieces in the
structure: walnut, black walnut, poplar, cedar, cherry, African mahogany, Philippean
mahogany, hard maple, red oak, white oak, birch, teak, white pine and yellow pine.

Harry estimates that the piece weighs between 60 and 80 pounds. Ben Nichols
and Mike Carson hung it. Because of its weight, Mike reportedly had to think through
the best way to hang it safely.

Plans are to leave the prayer request notes in the wall for about two weeks at a
time before removing them. If they have names, they will be shared with Pastoral
Care. If not, they will be passed on to Parish Nurse Penny Leone for the FPC Prayer
Chain. 

The concept of a prayer wall, sometimes referred to as the "wailing wall," originated
in Jerusalem centuries ago with the Western Wall, where every day thousands still
bring their prayers in writing to place in the wall. —Marty Curtis

Prayer Wall

A Sunday School teacher
challenged her children to
take some time on Sunday
afternoon to write a letter to
God. They were to bring
their letter back the follow-
ing Sunday.

One little boy wrote,
“Dear God, We had a good
time at church today. Wish
you could have been there.”

A father took his 5-year-old
son to several baseball
games where The Star-
spangled Banner was sung
before the start of each
game.

Then the father and son
attended a church on a Sun-
day shortly before Indepen-
dence Day. The congregation
sang “The Star-spangled
Banner,” and after everyone
sat down, the little boy
suddenly yelled out, “PLAY
BALL!!!”

A Sunday school teacher
was teaching her class
about the difference between
right and wrong.

“All right children, let’s
take another example,” she
said. “If I were to get into a
man’s pocket and take his
billfold with all his money,
what would I be?”

Little Johnny raises his
hand, and with a confident
smile, he blurts out, “You’d
be his wife!”

A Sunday school teacher
said to the children, "We
have been learning how
powerful kings and queens
were in Bible times. But,
there is a Higher Power.
Can anybody tell me what it
is?"

One child blurted out,
"Aces!"

Humor

A congregational response to the Matthew 25 ser-
mon on August 13 is for our church to donate school
supplies for two Georgetown elementary schools.

There are children who are not able to have their
supplies replaced when they run out during the
school year. Providing them with school supplies
at that point very often falls to teachers and staff.

Our church has supported Mitchell Elementary
with school supplies during the school year in the
past, and we also know that Purl Elementary could
use school supplies throughout the year.

Because the school supplies will be donated to
these schools throughout the school year, please feel
free to donate supplies at any time during the school
year. Go to www.fpcgeorgetown.org/school-supply-
drive/ and click on “GISD School Supply List” for
suggested supplies. Drop off your donations at the
church office.

School supply drive will happen the entire school year!
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M I S S I O N

Su Casa de Esperanza provides  border ministry

Food donations will go to Helping Hands

Much of the news we hear from the bor-
der of Texas and Mexico is both alarming
and heart-rending. However, the most
important news is news we do not often
hear about, and that is the good news of
our church’s ministry to mothers and
children and families in poor rural areas
only a mile or two from the border.

Su Casa de Esperanza (Your House of
Hope) was founded in 1981 by the Pres-
byterian Children’s Health and Service
Agency. It is now an independent 501
(c)(3) corporation addressing the needs of
young mothers in rural communities by
focusing on early childhood development
and offering pre-natal instruction, infant
stimulation, parenting classes and sum-
mer youth opportunities.

Su Casa carries on its ministry in two
locations, one in Las Milpas, a rural com-
munity of 15,000 people three miles north
of the border with Mexico, and the other
in Progreso, Texas. about one mile from
the border.

    Many of the families in Las Milpas and
Progreso are poor, often without access to
medical care, education and other supports.
Here there is a double-digit rate of unem-
ployment, a migratory lifestyle and a lack
of language skills. Su Casa responds by af-
firming the self-worth of these neighbors,
and providing families with the skills and
tools that they can use to become produc-
tive members of the community.

Through their educational efforts, Su
Casa seeks to build strong families, healthy
children and good citizens. According to
Belinda Flores, Su Casa Executive Direc-
tor, there are currently 552 participants
(mothers and children) in the program
with nine instructors, one secretary and
one director.  She also reports that “we did
not decline in the number of participants
during COVID-19 but instead grew.”
     Su Casa is recipient of First Presbyte-
rian Church’s mission dollars, and we are
both grateful and proud to support this
work. —Tom Currie, Mission Advocate

“Margarita” has partici-
pated in all phases of Su
Casa de Esperanza’s
programs, starting as a
student in the English class.

She then participated in
the infant stimulation
program  and the toddler
phase of the program as her
child grew. The goal: to help
her become a true support
system for her children,
guiding them toward
becoming successful adults.

Her child is now a college
graduate, and her younger
son, who was also in the
program, is enrolled as a
university music major. He
helps Su Casa fundraising
as a volunteer, giving back
to the program that was so
important to his mother.
—www.sucasadeesperanza.

org/Programs.html

A success story

People have asked me what The Caring
Place is doing since they are not accept-
ing food. Actually, they are doing an
amazing job feeding those in need. They
accept financial donations, and if you
would like to help, that is a good place to
start. They are buying food from
the Capital Area Food Bank at a minimal
cost and it is delivered to them.

Another important way to help is to
make a small addition to your George-
town utilities bill. You can add as little as
$1 when you pay your bill. When many
of us do this, we can do wonderful things
with that money. You will notice on your
bill a note about The Good Neighbor
Fund. We have been contributing $1 per
month for 23 years now. You do the math!
It has been easy and entirely painless.

You can drop off items for sale every
Monday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Remain
in your car and the volunteers will take
the goods from your trunk. A small

sample of what is acceptable: clothing,
shoes, accessories, crafts, fabrics, paper
goods, office supplies, toys, games, puzzles,
small appliances, potty chairs and shower
chairs. You can see many more acceptable
articles on the web page, caringplacetx.org.
Thanks again for any and everything you
can give to help.

I would like to thank any and all who
put food in the beautiful new red barrel in
the hall by the church office. The gifts were
so helpful to the Helping Hands volun-
teers and, of course, to those in need.

The Mission Committee is presently
studying ways we can help with feeding
the homeless and low income families.
Stay tuned; there will be more on this front
next month. In the meantime, any food
you can put in that barrel will be most
appreciated. —Jenny Carswell
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about it. Bobby explained, “I think it came
to me as an email from Fuller, and I sent it
to Kelly saying, ‘This could be interest-
ing!’ And she responded almost immedi-
ately saying she had seen the very same
thing only the day before and wondered
if we would want to do the program. I
think the Lord was up to something!”

He added, “We brainstormed the idea
with a few others who we thought would
be interested, particularly those with sig-
nificant connection to FPC’s education and
nurture ministry in general and to our
youth and children specifically.”

Over the past five years, the Fuller
Youth Institute has worked with more
than 500 congregations in reaching and
engaging teenagers and young adults in
their communities.

Things will kick off for FPC’s team on
September 14 with an hour and a half
webinar, followed by webinars every one
to two months and three “digital sum-
mits” (in October, February and May) last-
ing five hours. 

The Fuller Youth Institute study in
2012 was preceded by one starting in 2004
that studied what characteristics of high
school youth ministries/churches relate to
how students make spiritual and religious
transitions to life after high school. This
research resulted in a collection of re-
sources and training materials known as
“Sticky Faith.” (FPC had a Sticky Faith
class a few years back.)

The research shed light on many ques-
tions related to the faith of young people,
but it raised further questions about the
systemic implications for the whole
church. So that project’s research team
began to explore the possibility of study-
ing whole church systems to learn why
some succeed in their ministry to young
people and others seem to struggle.

Involving 10,000 hours, 1,300 indi-
vidual interviews, 40 states and 80,000
miles traveled, the Churches Engaging
Young People project is one of the most
comprehensive and collaborative studies
ever done on this topic: What can churches
do to become more effective with young
people?

A church identified as one effective with
young people is one involving and retain-
ing young people in the congregational
community, as well as helping them de-
velop a vibrant faith in Jesus Christ.

For the study, 259 churches chose to
participate, representing 21 major church
traditions as well as those claiming no de-
nomination.

Churches ranged in size from under
100 participants to more than 10,000. Just
over half of the congregations were pre-
dominantly white, one-third were multi-
racial, and the others were predominantly
African American, Hispanic/Latino or
Asian.

The study included newer churches
that were less than five years old as well
as historic congregations with more than
140 years of history. —Marty Curtis

Growing Young cohort
(continued from front)

A burglar broke into a
house one night. As he
shined his flashlight, a
voice from the dark said,
“Joshua is watching you.”

He nearly jumped out of
his skin, clicked his flash-
light off, and froze, then
clicked the light on again
and searched for valuables.

Just as he pulled the
stereo out, he heard, “Joshua
is watching you.” Freaked
out, he shined his light
around frantically, and the
light rested on a parrot.

“Did you say that?” he
hissed at the parrot.

“Yep,” the parrot con-
fessed. “I’m just trying to
warn you.”

The burglar relaxed.
“Warn me, huh? Who in
the world are you?”

“Moses,” replied the
bird.

“Moses?” the burglar
laughed. “What kind of
people would name a bird
Moses?”

“The kind of people that
would name a Rottweiler
Joshua.”

Humor

Eight members of FPC’s Women of the Church make
reservations to attend the Presbytery of John Knox’s
District 1 WOC gathering in Llano in October. Officers of
FPC’s WOC are Pat Hilgeman, president, and Gene Evans,
secretary-treasurer.

Stewardship Season News: Dedication Sunday of the Every
Member Canvass is set for November 7. Marvin Henderson
chairs the committee, and members are Duck Walden and
Bradley Henry.

Announcement: On January 1, 1972, the Presbytery of John
Knox and the Presbytery of South Texas become one new
Presbytery of the Synod of Texas, U.S.

LOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKING
BACKBACKBACKBACKBACK

throughthroughthroughthroughthrough     FirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWord

50 years: 1971
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F E L L O W S H I P

Have you noticed that the art in The Gathering Place gallery has changed? What you
see now is art by those who took Beverly Dennis’ four-week “Painting in a Twist” class
on Zoom last February.

Fifteen signed up for the class. Those participating in the current gallery showing
are Sharon Place, Jana McCown, Joyce Hinds, Nancy Robohn and Gary Cox.

You’ll recall that February was the month of the ice storm here.
Beverly said, “It was fun and a challenge for me to teach, since I had to do it all

online and with limited electicity! We were forced to postpone a session because of power
outages, but made it up! Thanks to all the artists/students who participated.”

She said that “everyone was cheerful and agreed that we must do it again! I’m game.
Are you?”

“Rejoice in Hope” was the theme of the
Triennial Churchwide Gathering initially
scheduled in St. Louis but coming to all
Presbyterian Women all over the coun-
try (and even in Australia) on Facebook
August 5th. We had the opportunity
(thanks to Jaime) to gather in person in
front of the big screen in Room 101. We
participated in worship led by Rev. Diane
Moffett, President and Executive Director
of the Presbyterian Mission Agency USA.
We were inspired by music provided by
Austin College. And we learned from Ho-
rizons Bible Study Leaders past and
present, especially Meryl Blair, author, of
our present Bible study, “What My Grand-
mothers Taught Me: Learning from the
Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus.”

Meryl is an Australian who in her
working life has been a nurse, a youth
minister and for 25 years a senior lecturer
in Old Testament at Stirling Theological
College in Melbourne. Her thinking is
that ancestral stories shape us as much
as our DNA. The women mentioned in
Jesus’ ancestral tree are Tamar, Rahab,

Ruth, Bathsheba and Mary. She writes,
“Matthew has named these women for a
reason. Their stories will lead us into the
Gospel, the Good News about Jesus
Christ. My hope is, having explored their
stories together, we will have a richer idea
of what the good news is.”

All six circles will study the same Hori-
zons study book. So we are rejoicing in the
hope that all of our circles will be able to
meet in person in September. You will find
below the names of the circle leaders
and their phone numbers and the day and
time each circle meets. You will also find
information in the Friday church email the
week before each circle meets.

If you are interested in a circle, please
plan to come and call the circle leader to
get the location of the meeting. Extra study
books will be available. 

I have been inspired by a quote from
the poet Wendall Berry over the last few
weeks: “Laughter is immeasurable. Be joy-
ful, though you have considered all of the
facts.” —Blessings, Peggy Currie

September PW Circle Meetings
Circle Date Time Hostess Phone Address

Elizabeth 9/7 6:30pm Theresa McKenna 512-635-5152 3601 Brangus Rd.
Lydia 9/8 1:00pm Linda Nix 512-818-3552 713 Shady Hollow Dr.
Sarah-Ruth 9/13 10:00am Peggy Currie 704-281-6981 430 Village Commons Blvd.
Martha 9/15 9:30am Judy Thomson 512-240-4969 538 Deer Meadow Cir.
Rachel 9/15 9:30am Sandie Kienitz 512-689-8524 107 Morning Glory Cir.
Hannah-Esther 9/15 11:00am Lenice Smithwick 512-639-0078 Room 111, Church

New art is hung in The Gathering Place

We are thankful that we
were able to meet in
person last month and
share stories of sewing
and crocheting at home
during the pandemic. 
Several members said
that working on sewing
projects kept them from
“going crazy.” We are
grateful for the repair
work done on our
meeting room and
closet.  And a special 
thank you to Christina
Bondesen for creating a
new bulletin board and
informational pamphlet
for Mission Sewing.

Thank you to:
Marlene Watts for
donating colorful
crocheted hats
 Barbara Caudle, Lenice
Smithwick, Linette
Harwell and Alison
Harrison for making
blankets for stuffed
animals
 Linette for delivering
25+ stuffed animals,
blankets and books to
the Williamson County
Children’s Advocacy
Center.  

Our next meeting will
be at 10 a.m. Friday,
September 10, in Room
111. —Kathy Jones

Mission Sewing
meets in person

Circles begin Horizons Bible study this month

— 9 —

Penny Leone
Parish Nurse

C O M P A S S I O N A T E   C A R E

Points from Parish Nurse Penny: Caregiving

Senior Seminar
is September 16

An FPC mission project helping
members with routine

home maintenance.

 Friends in Deed
Call the church

office to schedule
a visit from one

of FPC’s
Friends in Deed.

Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert

Pastor
703 S. Church Street

Georgetown, TX 78626

Phone: 512-863-3381

published monthly by

FIRSTWORD

Email:
churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org

As I write this article, I admit that I know
it is not applicable to many of you in our
congregation and, yet, I am aware of those
who are doing caregiving or are on the
cusp of moving into that role with a friend
or family member. For the remainder of the
congregation, if or when you need the in-
formation, I hope you’ll know there are
resources and your parish nurse can help
access it.

Caregiver Action Network (CAN)
A wonderful FREE source is the Caregiver
Action Network (CAN) at www.Caregiver
Action.org, help desk at 855-227-3640. The
site is for ALL caregivers, including those
whose loved one has dementia. CAN re-
cently announced a new resource,  Around

the Clock Caregiving: A Web Resource for
Helping a Loved One with Day-to-Day
Activities. It’s a collection of caregiver sto-
ries and resources to help make these tasks
more manageable for both the caregiver and
his or her loved one. Hearing about strat-
egies other caregivers have used will hope-
fully help caregivers develop ways to cope.
And CAN invites you to share your own
caregiving story to help others.

Seven topics are addressed:
Getting Up: Covers how to turn and po-
sition your loved one in bed and how to
transfer him or her from the bed to a chair
or help in or out of a car.
Using the Bathroom: Discusses toileting
tips and incontinence.
Showering/Bathing: Goes over bathroom
safety and gives bathing tips so that ev-
eryone feels comfortable.
Getting Ready: Provides tips to make it
easier to get ready for the day.
Mealtimes: Covers kitchen safety, the im-
portance of proper hydration, and ways to
tempt poor appetites.
End of Day: Discusses the sleep disorders
common among loved ones with Alz-
heimer’s and how to cope with your loved
one’s inability to sleep, as well as strategies
to prevent wandering.
Caring for Yourself: Emphasizes the need
for caregivers to remember to take care of
themselves as well as their loved ones.

“Is Your Stuff Holding
You Back?”is the topic
for the Senior Seminar
from 10 - 11:30 a.m.
Thursday, September 16,
in the Sanctuary. Entry
is through the 7th Street
doors.

Senior Seminar is a
free offering by a San
Gabriel Pres member
and Certified Senior
Downsizing Coach,
Virginia Lazenby. Her
passion is to equip,
educate and inspire
informed choices in
making and implement-
ing life transitions.

Register online at
www.SenorsLiving
Smarter.com or by
calling 512-862-7339 and
leaving a message. 

Caregiver Action Network is the
nation’s leading family caregiver or-
ganization working to improve the
quality of life for the more than 90
million Americans who care for loved
ones with chronic conditions, disabili-
ties, disease or the frailties of old age.
CAN serves a broad spectrum of fam-
ily caregivers ranging from the par-
ents of children with special needs, to
the families and friends of wounded
soldiers; from a young couple dealing
with a diagnosis of MS, to adult chil-
dren caring for parents with Alz-
heimer’s disease. CAN (the National
Family Caregivers Association) is a
nonprofit organization providing
education, peer support and resources
to family caregivers across the coun-
try free of charge.

Caregiver Help Desk: 855-227-3640

www.caregiveraction.org
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F E L L O W S H I P

Have you noticed that the art in The Gathering Place gallery has changed? What you
see now is art by those who took Beverly Dennis’ four-week “Painting in a Twist” class
on Zoom last February.

Fifteen signed up for the class. Those participating in the current gallery showing
are Sharon Place, Jana McCown, Joyce Hinds, Nancy Robohn and Gary Cox.

You’ll recall that February was the month of the ice storm here.
Beverly said, “It was fun and a challenge for me to teach, since I had to do it all

online and with limited electicity! We were forced to postpone a session because of power
outages, but made it up! Thanks to all the artists/students who participated.”

She said that “everyone was cheerful and agreed that we must do it again! I’m game.
Are you?”

“Rejoice in Hope” was the theme of the
Triennial Churchwide Gathering initially
scheduled in St. Louis but coming to all
Presbyterian Women all over the coun-
try (and even in Australia) on Facebook
August 5th. We had the opportunity
(thanks to Jaime) to gather in person in
front of the big screen in Room 101. We
participated in worship led by Rev. Diane
Moffett, President and Executive Director
of the Presbyterian Mission Agency USA.
We were inspired by music provided by
Austin College. And we learned from Ho-
rizons Bible Study Leaders past and
present, especially Meryl Blair, author, of
our present Bible study, “What My Grand-
mothers Taught Me: Learning from the
Women in Matthew’s Genealogy of Jesus.”

Meryl is an Australian who in her
working life has been a nurse, a youth
minister and for 25 years a senior lecturer
in Old Testament at Stirling Theological
College in Melbourne. Her thinking is
that ancestral stories shape us as much
as our DNA. The women mentioned in
Jesus’ ancestral tree are Tamar, Rahab,

Ruth, Bathsheba and Mary. She writes,
“Matthew has named these women for a
reason. Their stories will lead us into the
Gospel, the Good News about Jesus
Christ. My hope is, having explored their
stories together, we will have a richer idea
of what the good news is.”

All six circles will study the same Hori-
zons study book. So we are rejoicing in the
hope that all of our circles will be able to
meet in person in September. You will find
below the names of the circle leaders
and their phone numbers and the day and
time each circle meets. You will also find
information in the Friday church email the
week before each circle meets.

If you are interested in a circle, please
plan to come and call the circle leader to
get the location of the meeting. Extra study
books will be available. 

I have been inspired by a quote from
the poet Wendall Berry over the last few
weeks: “Laughter is immeasurable. Be joy-
ful, though you have considered all of the
facts.” —Blessings, Peggy Currie

September PW Circle Meetings
Circle Date Time Hostess Phone Address

Elizabeth 9/7 6:30pm Theresa McKenna 512-635-5152 3601 Brangus Rd.
Lydia 9/8 1:00pm Linda Nix 512-818-3552 713 Shady Hollow Dr.
Sarah-Ruth 9/13 10:00am Peggy Currie 704-281-6981 430 Village Commons Blvd.
Martha 9/15 9:30am Judy Thomson 512-240-4969 538 Deer Meadow Cir.
Rachel 9/15 9:30am Sandie Kienitz 512-689-8524 107 Morning Glory Cir.
Hannah-Esther 9/15 11:00am Lenice Smithwick 512-639-0078 Room 111, Church

New art is hung in The Gathering Place

We are thankful that we
were able to meet in
person last month and
share stories of sewing
and crocheting at home
during the pandemic. 
Several members said
that working on sewing
projects kept them from
“going crazy.” We are
grateful for the repair
work done on our
meeting room and
closet.  And a special 
thank you to Christina
Bondesen for creating a
new bulletin board and
informational pamphlet
for Mission Sewing.

Thank you to:
Marlene Watts for
donating colorful
crocheted hats
 Barbara Caudle, Lenice
Smithwick, Linette
Harwell and Alison
Harrison for making
blankets for stuffed
animals
 Linette for delivering
25+ stuffed animals,
blankets and books to
the Williamson County
Children’s Advocacy
Center.  

Our next meeting will
be at 10 a.m. Friday,
September 10, in Room
111. —Kathy Jones

Mission Sewing
meets in person

Circles begin Horizons Bible study this month
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Penny Leone
Parish Nurse

C O M P A S S I O N A T E   C A R E

Points from Parish Nurse Penny: Caregiving

Senior Seminar
is September 16

An FPC mission project helping
members with routine

home maintenance.

 Friends in Deed
Call the church

office to schedule
a visit from one

of FPC’s
Friends in Deed.

Website:
www.fpcgeorgetown.org

First Presbyterian Church
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert

Pastor
703 S. Church Street

Georgetown, TX 78626

Phone: 512-863-3381

published monthly by

FIRSTWORD

Email:
churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org

As I write this article, I admit that I know
it is not applicable to many of you in our
congregation and, yet, I am aware of those
who are doing caregiving or are on the
cusp of moving into that role with a friend
or family member. For the remainder of the
congregation, if or when you need the in-
formation, I hope you’ll know there are
resources and your parish nurse can help
access it.

Caregiver Action Network (CAN)
A wonderful FREE source is the Caregiver
Action Network (CAN) at www.Caregiver
Action.org, help desk at 855-227-3640. The
site is for ALL caregivers, including those
whose loved one has dementia. CAN re-
cently announced a new resource,  Around

the Clock Caregiving: A Web Resource for
Helping a Loved One with Day-to-Day
Activities. It’s a collection of caregiver sto-
ries and resources to help make these tasks
more manageable for both the caregiver and
his or her loved one. Hearing about strat-
egies other caregivers have used will hope-
fully help caregivers develop ways to cope.
And CAN invites you to share your own
caregiving story to help others.

Seven topics are addressed:
Getting Up: Covers how to turn and po-
sition your loved one in bed and how to
transfer him or her from the bed to a chair
or help in or out of a car.
Using the Bathroom: Discusses toileting
tips and incontinence.
Showering/Bathing: Goes over bathroom
safety and gives bathing tips so that ev-
eryone feels comfortable.
Getting Ready: Provides tips to make it
easier to get ready for the day.
Mealtimes: Covers kitchen safety, the im-
portance of proper hydration, and ways to
tempt poor appetites.
End of Day: Discusses the sleep disorders
common among loved ones with Alz-
heimer’s and how to cope with your loved
one’s inability to sleep, as well as strategies
to prevent wandering.
Caring for Yourself: Emphasizes the need
for caregivers to remember to take care of
themselves as well as their loved ones.

“Is Your Stuff Holding
You Back?”is the topic
for the Senior Seminar
from 10 - 11:30 a.m.
Thursday, September 16,
in the Sanctuary. Entry
is through the 7th Street
doors.

Senior Seminar is a
free offering by a San
Gabriel Pres member
and Certified Senior
Downsizing Coach,
Virginia Lazenby. Her
passion is to equip,
educate and inspire
informed choices in
making and implement-
ing life transitions.

Register online at
www.SenorsLiving
Smarter.com or by
calling 512-862-7339 and
leaving a message. 

Caregiver Action Network is the
nation’s leading family caregiver or-
ganization working to improve the
quality of life for the more than 90
million Americans who care for loved
ones with chronic conditions, disabili-
ties, disease or the frailties of old age.
CAN serves a broad spectrum of fam-
ily caregivers ranging from the par-
ents of children with special needs, to
the families and friends of wounded
soldiers; from a young couple dealing
with a diagnosis of MS, to adult chil-
dren caring for parents with Alz-
heimer’s disease. CAN (the National
Family Caregivers Association) is a
nonprofit organization providing
education, peer support and resources
to family caregivers across the coun-
try free of charge.

Caregiver Help Desk: 855-227-3640

www.caregiveraction.org
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M I S S I O N

Su Casa de Esperanza provides  border ministry

Food donations will go to Helping Hands

Much of the news we hear from the bor-
der of Texas and Mexico is both alarming
and heart-rending. However, the most
important news is news we do not often
hear about, and that is the good news of
our church’s ministry to mothers and
children and families in poor rural areas
only a mile or two from the border.

Su Casa de Esperanza (Your House of
Hope) was founded in 1981 by the Pres-
byterian Children’s Health and Service
Agency. It is now an independent 501
(c)(3) corporation addressing the needs of
young mothers in rural communities by
focusing on early childhood development
and offering pre-natal instruction, infant
stimulation, parenting classes and sum-
mer youth opportunities.

Su Casa carries on its ministry in two
locations, one in Las Milpas, a rural com-
munity of 15,000 people three miles north
of the border with Mexico, and the other
in Progreso, Texas. about one mile from
the border.

    Many of the families in Las Milpas and
Progreso are poor, often without access to
medical care, education and other supports.
Here there is a double-digit rate of unem-
ployment, a migratory lifestyle and a lack
of language skills. Su Casa responds by af-
firming the self-worth of these neighbors,
and providing families with the skills and
tools that they can use to become produc-
tive members of the community.

Through their educational efforts, Su
Casa seeks to build strong families, healthy
children and good citizens. According to
Belinda Flores, Su Casa Executive Direc-
tor, there are currently 552 participants
(mothers and children) in the program
with nine instructors, one secretary and
one director.  She also reports that “we did
not decline in the number of participants
during COVID-19 but instead grew.”
     Su Casa is recipient of First Presbyte-
rian Church’s mission dollars, and we are
both grateful and proud to support this
work. —Tom Currie, Mission Advocate

“Margarita” has partici-
pated in all phases of Su
Casa de Esperanza’s
programs, starting as a
student in the English class.

She then participated in
the infant stimulation
program  and the toddler
phase of the program as her
child grew. The goal: to help
her become a true support
system for her children,
guiding them toward
becoming successful adults.

Her child is now a college
graduate, and her younger
son, who was also in the
program, is enrolled as a
university music major. He
helps Su Casa fundraising
as a volunteer, giving back
to the program that was so
important to his mother.
—www.sucasadeesperanza.

org/Programs.html

A success story

People have asked me what The Caring
Place is doing since they are not accept-
ing food. Actually, they are doing an
amazing job feeding those in need. They
accept financial donations, and if you
would like to help, that is a good place to
start. They are buying food from
the Capital Area Food Bank at a minimal
cost and it is delivered to them.

Another important way to help is to
make a small addition to your George-
town utilities bill. You can add as little as
$1 when you pay your bill. When many
of us do this, we can do wonderful things
with that money. You will notice on your
bill a note about The Good Neighbor
Fund. We have been contributing $1 per
month for 23 years now. You do the math!
It has been easy and entirely painless.

You can drop off items for sale every
Monday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Remain
in your car and the volunteers will take
the goods from your trunk. A small

sample of what is acceptable: clothing,
shoes, accessories, crafts, fabrics, paper
goods, office supplies, toys, games, puzzles,
small appliances, potty chairs and shower
chairs. You can see many more acceptable
articles on the web page, caringplacetx.org.
Thanks again for any and everything you
can give to help.

I would like to thank any and all who
put food in the beautiful new red barrel in
the hall by the church office. The gifts were
so helpful to the Helping Hands volun-
teers and, of course, to those in need.

The Mission Committee is presently
studying ways we can help with feeding
the homeless and low income families.
Stay tuned; there will be more on this front
next month. In the meantime, any food
you can put in that barrel will be most
appreciated. —Jenny Carswell
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about it. Bobby explained, “I think it came
to me as an email from Fuller, and I sent it
to Kelly saying, ‘This could be interest-
ing!’ And she responded almost immedi-
ately saying she had seen the very same
thing only the day before and wondered
if we would want to do the program. I
think the Lord was up to something!”

He added, “We brainstormed the idea
with a few others who we thought would
be interested, particularly those with sig-
nificant connection to FPC’s education and
nurture ministry in general and to our
youth and children specifically.”

Over the past five years, the Fuller
Youth Institute has worked with more
than 500 congregations in reaching and
engaging teenagers and young adults in
their communities.

Things will kick off for FPC’s team on
September 14 with an hour and a half
webinar, followed by webinars every one
to two months and three “digital sum-
mits” (in October, February and May) last-
ing five hours. 

The Fuller Youth Institute study in
2012 was preceded by one starting in 2004
that studied what characteristics of high
school youth ministries/churches relate to
how students make spiritual and religious
transitions to life after high school. This
research resulted in a collection of re-
sources and training materials known as
“Sticky Faith.” (FPC had a Sticky Faith
class a few years back.)

The research shed light on many ques-
tions related to the faith of young people,
but it raised further questions about the
systemic implications for the whole
church. So that project’s research team
began to explore the possibility of study-
ing whole church systems to learn why
some succeed in their ministry to young
people and others seem to struggle.

Involving 10,000 hours, 1,300 indi-
vidual interviews, 40 states and 80,000
miles traveled, the Churches Engaging
Young People project is one of the most
comprehensive and collaborative studies
ever done on this topic: What can churches
do to become more effective with young
people?

A church identified as one effective with
young people is one involving and retain-
ing young people in the congregational
community, as well as helping them de-
velop a vibrant faith in Jesus Christ.

For the study, 259 churches chose to
participate, representing 21 major church
traditions as well as those claiming no de-
nomination.

Churches ranged in size from under
100 participants to more than 10,000. Just
over half of the congregations were pre-
dominantly white, one-third were multi-
racial, and the others were predominantly
African American, Hispanic/Latino or
Asian.

The study included newer churches
that were less than five years old as well
as historic congregations with more than
140 years of history. —Marty Curtis

Growing Young cohort
(continued from front)

A burglar broke into a
house one night. As he
shined his flashlight, a
voice from the dark said,
“Joshua is watching you.”

He nearly jumped out of
his skin, clicked his flash-
light off, and froze, then
clicked the light on again
and searched for valuables.

Just as he pulled the
stereo out, he heard, “Joshua
is watching you.” Freaked
out, he shined his light
around frantically, and the
light rested on a parrot.

“Did you say that?” he
hissed at the parrot.

“Yep,” the parrot con-
fessed. “I’m just trying to
warn you.”

The burglar relaxed.
“Warn me, huh? Who in
the world are you?”

“Moses,” replied the
bird.

“Moses?” the burglar
laughed. “What kind of
people would name a bird
Moses?”

“The kind of people that
would name a Rottweiler
Joshua.”

Humor

Eight members of FPC’s Women of the Church make
reservations to attend the Presbytery of John Knox’s
District 1 WOC gathering in Llano in October. Officers of
FPC’s WOC are Pat Hilgeman, president, and Gene Evans,
secretary-treasurer.

Stewardship Season News: Dedication Sunday of the Every
Member Canvass is set for November 7. Marvin Henderson
chairs the committee, and members are Duck Walden and
Bradley Henry.

Announcement: On January 1, 1972, the Presbytery of John
Knox and the Presbytery of South Texas become one new
Presbytery of the Synod of Texas, U.S.

LOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKING
BACKBACKBACKBACKBACK

throughthroughthroughthroughthrough     FirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWord

50 years: 1971
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Y O U T H   M I N I S T R YKelly Ann Seaman
Youth Director

Youth fall theme: Asking big questions
Our youth have had an awesome sum-
mer. We have been blessed to be able to
gather together, serve together and play
together! Our Local “In-Town” Mission
Trip at the end of July was so wonderful,
and I cannot even begin to put into words
how proud I am of our youth: their kind-
ness, their love, their service. Thank you
all for your support and prayers as we
traveled. Our youth are so lucky to have
the love and support of their faith com-
munity. You are appreciated.

I cannot wait to see what God does in
our group this year as we grow together!
We’ve had some really wonderful Bible
study and conversations over the past
year. Our young people are navigating a
lot, processing a lot. They’re also asking

some great questions, and, thus, our
theme for this fall is: “Big questions de-
serve better answers.” We are going to be
asking big questions, seeking big truths
and knocking on doors trusting Jesus in
Matthew 7:8, “Everyone who asks re-
ceives; the one who seeks finds; and to the
one who knocks, the door will be
opened.” 

Please pray alongside me as we seek the
God who holds the better answers to all
of our biggest questions, who is just at
the other side of the door we’re knocking
on. —Kelly Ann Seaman

Top: Youth at Community First! Village. Right: At Bible study;
and bottom right: before “Grog”(Freeze Tag) throughout the
church.

Kelly Ann reports that FPC Georgetown youth spent four
days in service and fellowship at the end of July. They
weeded at Community First! Village in Austin; painted,
dug trenches and scrubbed kitchens at BiG (Brookwood
in Georgetown); cleaned up trash along Blue Hole in
Georgetown; and power-washed and tackled storage or-
ganization and clean up at FPC. Mostly, they were so
thankful to just be together. They questioned and dis-
cussed a lot about why they serve and what it means to
“serve one another in love!”

“Big
questions
deserve
better

answers.”
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(continued from front)

The Gathering Place. And the structure already has pieces of paper with prayers and
prayer requests tucked into its many crevices. It is one of the many ministry and
mission focus displays and “walls” in the main church building that Christina and
Jaime arranged before the Open House in August.

As faithful members in the Church of Jesus Christ, our Book of Order, Part 1 of the
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), calls us “to bear witness to God’s love
and grace and to be involved responsibly in the ministry of Christ’s Church.” Such
involvement includes “lifting one another up in prayer, mutual concern and active
support.” Our new Prayer Wall offers us an opportunity to submit our prayers and
prayer requests anonymously or by name, placing them in the wall and knowing
that God hears our prayers.

When asked for his help with the Prayer Wall, Harry agreed immediately to
tackle the project. Christina met with him and discussed size, placement and design.
She asked him to take the picture from the church’s web page and make it as close to
it as he could. He was able to use some wood from his other projects and purchased
the rest. “It took approximately 80 hrs to make it,” Harry said. “It was an interest-
ing project. It was not terribly hard to make because there are no tight tolerances.”

If you’re wondering why there are so many gradations of wood colors, it’s be-
cause Harry used 14 different wood types in making the some 120 wood pieces in the
structure: walnut, black walnut, poplar, cedar, cherry, African mahogany, Philippean
mahogany, hard maple, red oak, white oak, birch, teak, white pine and yellow pine.

Harry estimates that the piece weighs between 60 and 80 pounds. Ben Nichols
and Mike Carson hung it. Because of its weight, Mike reportedly had to think through
the best way to hang it safely.

Plans are to leave the prayer request notes in the wall for about two weeks at a
time before removing them. If they have names, they will be shared with Pastoral
Care. If not, they will be passed on to Parish Nurse Penny Leone for the FPC Prayer
Chain. 

The concept of a prayer wall, sometimes referred to as the "wailing wall," originated
in Jerusalem centuries ago with the Western Wall, where every day thousands still
bring their prayers in writing to place in the wall. —Marty Curtis

Prayer Wall

A Sunday School teacher
challenged her children to
take some time on Sunday
afternoon to write a letter to
God. They were to bring
their letter back the follow-
ing Sunday.

One little boy wrote,
“Dear God, We had a good
time at church today. Wish
you could have been there.”

A father took his 5-year-old
son to several baseball
games where The Star-
spangled Banner was sung
before the start of each
game.

Then the father and son
attended a church on a Sun-
day shortly before Indepen-
dence Day. The congregation
sang “The Star-spangled
Banner,” and after everyone
sat down, the little boy
suddenly yelled out, “PLAY
BALL!!!”

A Sunday school teacher
was teaching her class
about the difference between
right and wrong.

“All right children, let’s
take another example,” she
said. “If I were to get into a
man’s pocket and take his
billfold with all his money,
what would I be?”

Little Johnny raises his
hand, and with a confident
smile, he blurts out, “You’d
be his wife!”

A Sunday school teacher
said to the children, "We
have been learning how
powerful kings and queens
were in Bible times. But,
there is a Higher Power.
Can anybody tell me what it
is?"

One child blurted out,
"Aces!"

Humor

A congregational response to the Matthew 25 ser-
mon on August 13 is for our church to donate school
supplies for two Georgetown elementary schools.

There are children who are not able to have their
supplies replaced when they run out during the
school year. Providing them with school supplies
at that point very often falls to teachers and staff.

Our church has supported Mitchell Elementary
with school supplies during the school year in the
past, and we also know that Purl Elementary could
use school supplies throughout the year.

Because the school supplies will be donated to
these schools throughout the school year, please feel
free to donate supplies at any time during the school
year. Go to www.fpcgeorgetown.org/school-supply-
drive/ and click on “GISD School Supply List” for
suggested supplies. Drop off your donations at the
church office.

School supply drive will happen the entire school year!
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ADULT ELECTIVE
“Three 20th-Century Confessions”
August 29 - September 26, Room 113
(and via Zoom)
Guy & Cynthia Guidici
On many Sundays, we stand as a congre-
gation to confess what we believe, using
excerpts from the Book of Confessions. The
Confessions, Jack Rogers writes, “point us
to Christ and to the great themes of the
Christian faith.” Join us to explore three
recent Confessions. What do they say?
What is their relevance for us? We’ll look
at the history, content and application of
the Confession of 1967, a Brief Statement
of Faith, and the Confession of Belhar.
These confessions are denominational re-
sponses to times of change and challenge,
much like the times in which we now live.

Adult Sunday School:  9:40 - 10:40 a.m.

Midweek Bible
Studies

Men’s Lunch
Bible Study
Meets at 12 noon in
person each Wednesday
in Room 101 to study
scripture and eat lunch
together. You are
welcome to bring your
lunch bag and join us as
we survey the book of
Romans, led by Rod
Burke.

Women’s Lunch
Bible Study
Meets at noon Wednes-
day in Room 207 (and
via Zoom), with women
bringing their lunch. 

In August the group
joined God’s people as
they arrive on the edge
of the promised land
only to find themselves
in hostile territory, faced
with fear and uncer-
tainty.

Winning the Worry
Battle: Life Lessons from
the Book of Joshua by Barb
Roose is the study. Just
as God gave His people
victory over their en-
emies when they fought
in faith, He promises to
do the same for us.

Following the foot-
prints of bold, coura-
geous faith that God
gave His people, we’ll be
equipped with tools to
bravely fight in faith and
overcome both our daily
struggles and the bigger
battles we all face.

Talks
FRED

Faithfulness: Ready
to Explore and Discover

"Getting to Know the Citizens
in Your Neighborhood!"

HOMEBUILDERS
“The Book of James”
Room 112 (and via Zoom)
Karen Jones
On September 5, the class begins a video
study of the Book of James by Francis
Chan. True faith produces fruit. A faith
without action and without life change is
ultimately a dead faith. The book of James
speaks to the realities of a living faith in
Jesus—the kind of roll-up-your-sleeves and
get-your-hands-dirty discipleship that is
borne out of an authentic relationship with
the risen Lord. James writes to believers
who know suffering, who've faced trials,
and who ultimately desire a deep relation-
ship with God.

A discussion-oriented class for adults,
Homebuilders covers topics in Christian
living, scripture and church history.
Formed to meet the needs of adults in the
family-building stage of life, the class is
open to all interested persons.

SURVEYORS
“The Book of Esther”
August 29 - October 17, Room 207
Phil Smith
An eight-session study on the book of
Esther, a beautifully written story about
how the Jewish people were delivered from
annihilation and an explanation of why
even today there is a festivity of Purin. God
is not mentioned once in the book but we
see His presence on every page working
his will behind the scenes. It is also an in-
spiring story about God doing the impos-
sible in our lives when we listen to the Holy
Spirit, obey and wait for the Lord to act.

 August 29: Introduction to the Confes-
sions

 September 5: The Confession of 1967

 September 12: A Brief Statement of Faith
(1991)

 September 19: No class. All-Church Re-
treat

 September 26: The Confession of Belhar
(1986/2016)

Featuring videos and info about BiG

Program:
Brookwood in Georgetown (BiG)

7 p.m. Monday, September 6
Room 101 (In Person)

Facilitated by a Stephen Leader (Irene
Lange, Hill County Bible Church) who
volunteers with BiG.
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s p o t l i g h t

FPC’s
Flower

Ministry
and the
people
who

make it
possible

Ron and Patsy Becker and Betty Smith (right), who is handing off responsibility
for the Flower Ministry as the Beckers  ask for volunteers willing to help.

On most Sundays for more than a decade,
after the 11 o’clock worship service, the
routine has been the same. Two women
carry the flower arrangement that graced
the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall wor-
ship services back to a room where they
go to work breaking it down to form
small-vase arrangements.

Betty Smith and Kathy Jones are where
FPC’s Flower Ministry starts, as they
faithfully “regift” the donated flowers to
be taken to members unable to come to
church. It’s a ministry supported by the
church and the Compassionate Care
Committee. But it wouldn’t be possible
without Betty, who started the ministry,
and Kathy, her loyal volunteer.

Betty was serving as a deacon on what
was then called the Service Committee.
One day in 2010 she saw flowers left at
the church following a funeral. She went
to Parish Nurse Penny Leone’s office to
ask if Penny would take them to a nurs-
ing home. Naturally, there were too many
flower arrangements for any one person,
or even two people, to take to nursing
homes around Georgetown.

“Melissa Pilcher (a Stephen Minister)
was in Penny’s office, and she told us how
her mother, who was a member of a church
in another Texas city, received flowers
from worship with a message when she
was ill. I thought it was something we
could do here at our church,” Betty said.

Betty enlisted Kathy’s help after Kathy
became a deacon on her committee.

Now, the Flower Ministry is saying
thanks to its founder as Betty steps away
and as Patsy and Ron Becker volunteer to
shepherd it. Patsy, third-year elder on the
Compassionate Care Committee, and her
husband had indicated on their Time &
Talent form last year that they would be
willing to help regift the flowers. Now
they will do so with the help of other vol-
unteers, including Kathy, whose role
changed when, before the pandemic,
handbell choir rehearsals moved to Sun-
days at noon after church. 
 Church members who receive the
small vases of regifted flowers, delivered
by a member of the Compassionate Care
team, can feel a part of the previous

Flowers for those unable to come to church

“Flowers are a proud asser-
tion that a ray of beauty
out-values all the utilities in
the world.”

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

“The smallest flower is a
thought, a life answering to
some feature of the Great
Whole, of whom they have
a persistent intuition.”

—Honore de Balzac
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Stephanie Mettler
Education Director C H R I S T I A N   E D U C A T I O N

A Message from
Stephanie

As I write, I am thinking about all we ex-
perienced together on Rally Day, which was
August 22. Rally Day was a fun whirlwind
of activities, beginning with “Meet the
Teachers” and brunch. It was so good to
see people eating and talking together on a
beautiful morning in the breezeway! We
celebrated significant milestones for several
ages of children: 2-year-olds, 4- and 5-year-
olds, 3rd graders and confirmands! We
prayed for all of our students in worship.
We had an orientation lunch for LOGOS
and Youth Ministry parents. Now we have
our minds, hearts and calendars together,
and (almost) all that is left to do is just start!

As I look ahead to my first year of
LOGOS and first All-Church Retreat, I am
reflecting on two things. The first thought
is: “This year will be very different than
last year!” We moved TO virtual for a year,
and while that year was different then, this
year will be another year of different as we
return FROM virtual meetings.

The other thought that follows closely
behind is this one: When we follow Christ,
EVERY year is different! Whether God leads
us to calm places or to war zones, to gath-
ering or scattering, to gardens or to deserts,
we are cared for and can expect God to sur-
prise us with his leading—and his com-
forting presence, too. New seasons mean
new adventures, and new mornings mean
new mercies.

So as we look forward to the next year
together, I am excited, and I know that we
can trust that God inspires us in the midst
of the “different” we are living into. Thank
you for celebrating the start of this great
new year, and feel free to get excited with
me as I keep my eyes peeled for the great
things God will do! —Stephanie

Education Updates

LOGOS:
Wednesday
nights at FPC

We are excited to return
to our LOGOS program
this fall, and fall LOGOS
begins September 1!

LOGOS is an incred-
ible opportunity for
parents to have help
discipling their children
and for the generations
in our church to walk
together. If you have
questions about how
you and your family can
be involved in LOGOS,
please contact Stephanie.

We have a new class of confirmands
starting September 1. Please pray for
them and encourage them as they con-
sider their commitment to Christ and
the community of faith!

ConfirmationConfirmationConfirmationConfirmationConfirmation
ClassClassClassClassClass

Sunday School Classes
Fall Sunday School is under way! Please
read below for more information on fall
Sunday School classes and reach out to
Stephanie if you have any questions about
the classes. Please also note that we will
NOT have any Sunday School classes meet-
ing on September 19, the weekend of the
All-Church Retreat at Mo-Ranch.

Children’s Sunday School
Sundays, 9:40 a.m., Room 101 and
1st floor Education Building rooms

We are back, and it is AMAZING to be to-
gether! As safely as we possibly can, we
are meeting! Children gather at 9:40 a.m.
in Room 101  for “large group”—a time to
be together and hear the day’s Bible les-
son. Then we head to “small group” time
in our classrooms by age (Pre-K/K class,
1st/2nd grade class. 3rd/4th grade class and 5th/
6th grade class) with our teachers. Parents,
please pick up your child at 10:40 a.m. each
Sunday in your child’s classroom on the
1st floor of the Education Building. For
those who would like to join virtually, we
will have a Zoom link available for chil-
dren at home to hear the large group Bible
lesson!
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how many flowers of each variety were
part of it, then divide them among the
smaller vases. Some flowers were harder
to work with and challenged us.”

The two women always hoped that the
florists would provide extra greenery in
the arrangements. ”A little bit of green-
ery adds a lot to an arrangement,” Kathy
said. “If we didn’t have enough, we would
make a trip to H-E-B between church ser-
vices and purchase some. We’ve even been
known to take a discreet, strategic clip-
ping or two from the shrubs and bushes
around the church to use in our
regifting.”

The two women preferred small bottles
to use for vases. Betty discovered that
Starbucks coffee bottles were just the right
size. ”When the company changed the
bottles, we had to find a replacement,”
Kathy said. ”Not being a coffee drinker, I
had to learn to drink it once we found
another company’s bottles were usable.”

Now, Patsy and Ron, as well as Kathy
and other volunteers, continue to go to
work after the 11 o’clock service in the
office workroom, gently dismantling the
larger arrangement. They use ribbons and
bows to decorate the bud vases, sometimes
yielding as many as eight to 10 vases of
flowers. “It’s just easier to do it right after
church on Sunday so that Penny and
Jenny have the flowers on Monday avail-
able to take to people,” Kathy said.

An online sign-up sheet alerts Flower
Ministry volunteers when the member
donating the flower arrangement wants
to make it available for regifting. 

—Marty Curtis

Sunday’s worship service. Each vase has
this message on an attached card:

“These flowers graced the Sanctuary
and Worship Center of First Presby-
terian Church, Georgetown, this past
Sunday. They were present when the
hymns were sung, when the sermon
was preached and when the prayers
were offered. Now, they come to you
as a reminder of God’s love and heal-
ing power. They come to you with the
prayers of the members of this church
that you will be blessed with faith,
health, hope and happiness.”

The pandemic changed things
Penny said, “Historically, Jenny Carswell
and I have taken the flowers to members
in the hospital, rehab facilities and long-
term care places. The COVID-19 pandemic
of March 2020 changed things. Since the
pandemic, we sometimes take them to
people who are sheltering at home or
don’t feel comfortable coming back to in-
person worship. And, occasionally, we
take them to new members and their fami-
lies. We want the members to have the
flowers as a token of FPC’s love and grate-
fulness for them as a church member.” 

Penny generally takes a Sunday bul-
letin with her when she visits someone
who is ill or in the hospital. “But it just
means so much more when you give them
the vase and tell them the flowers were
from the Sunday service,” she said. “It’s a
great ministry and keeps the congrega-
tion aware that they are included and
loved, even if they aren’t able to come to
services.” 

Once on board to help Betty, Kathy
said, “I’m not a professional flower ar-
ranger. But Betty is creative and artistic
and just has an eye for how flowers in a
big arrangement can be made into smaller
ones. I learned a lot just by watching and
trying to imitate her style. She always en-
couraged me to trust my judgment.” 

Although she isn’t a floral arranger
by training, Betty has been “dabbling in
art” her entire life, even taking oil and
watercolor lessons. She has created an
original painting for six of the annual
church retreats.

As the Flower Ministry years went by,
Kathy said breaking down the arrange-
ments into smaller ones became “easier
and we got faster.” She explained, “Betty
would ‘analyze’ the arrangement, count

Jenny Carswell visits Joan
Dudding and takes her a
vase of flowers from the
Sunday worship service.

It doesn’t take a floral
design background

or green thumb to be
a part of the

Flower Ministry
and regift the

flowers. It just takes a
willingness to share

your time and talents.
If you are willing

occasionally to help
regift flowers after the

11 a.m. service on
Sunday, please call

Patsy and Ron Becker
at 512-863-6161.

Below, Betty Smith displays
vases of flowers made from
the arangement in worship
last May 30, given in honor
of Memorial Day.

Volunteering

Turn the page
for more on “the link”
that makes the Flower

Ministry a success.
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Flowers in Worship/
September

BIRTHDAYS
(continued from previous page)

Go online to provide flowers
for Sunday services: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/
9040948aba62da4fe3-2021.
Contact Christina Bondesen if
you need assistance. Indicate
if you want your arrangement
to be re-gifted for the church
Flower Ministry. The Flower
Box and A Matter of Taste
have key code access to deliver
to our church.

Senior University in Georgetown kicks off
its fall term in September with classes led
by six from FPC. The nonprofit member-
ship organization for persons 50 years
of age and older promotes lifelong learn-
ing as ”an essential component of a life of
satisfaction and fulfillment.”

Members will present three of the more
than 16 classes to choose from. FPC will
be the meeting site of two other classes.

Pastor Bobby will lead an online six-
week class, also available on demand,
“Leading in Times of Significant Change,”
Wednesdays from 9-10 a.m. It starts Sep-
tember 29. Peter Drucker, prolific author
and management theorist, once wrote,
“Every few hundred years in Western his-
tory, there occurs a sharp transformation.
Within a few short decades, society—its
worldview, its basic values, its social and
political structures, its art, its key institu-
tions—rearranges itself. We are currently
living through such a time.”

Bobby will reflect on the nature of lead-
ership in this time of significant societal
change. He will share stories and insights
from 13 years of ordained ministry. While
the class will not focus on the church or
its beliefs, many of the stories will pull di-

rectly from that setting. Bobby believes
that it is often by way of stories that we
can see ourselves, our reality and our di-
rection more clearly.

Four FPC members will help you see
“What You DIDN’T Learn in Kindergar-
ten” as part of a six-week online class (also
available on demand) meeting Wednesday
from 10:30-11:30 a.m. and starting Septem-
ber 29. They and their topics are:
 Gary Nelon, “Community Banking”
 Dr. Bill Poe (and his guitar), “A Brief Tour
of American Folk Music”
 Cliff Snyder, “Affordable Housing:
Scratching the Surface of a Big Problem”
 Penny Leone, “Vital Vitality” 

A non-FPC speaker, John Tintera, will
wrap up the class with “Disaster Prepared-
ness and Response in Texas: What You
Should Know and What You Should Do.” 

One of Senior University’s favorite lec-
turers, Dr. Ken Peters, will present more
of his historical observations in a class on
“Americans Who Deserve a Second Hear-
ing.” (Not available on demand.) It will
meet in person through November 6 on
Tuesdays from 4-5 p.m. at the Georgetown
Public Library. One American, William
Jennings Bryan, for example, died shortly
after being embarrassed at the Scopes trial,
and it is this for which he is chiefly re-
membered.

To sign up as a member of Senior Uni-
versity and register for fall classes, go to
senioruniveristy.org. For more informa-
tion call Babs Cape, 512-864-3650.

Six from FPC lead
fall term classes

SENIOR UNIVERSITY
G E O R G E T O W N

28 Shelby Brainard
Mary Mackey Decker
Tristan Snyder

29 Kayla Hutton
Adam Jones
Larry Perkins
Allen Pratt
Marcia Sloma
Carl Spivey

20 Ashlin Miller

5 Jim & Mona Andersen
12 Demeree Jackson
19 Ruth Henning
26 Cliff & Rita Snyder

2021 All-Church Retreat
September 17 - 19

Mo-Ranch

Leader: Dr. Cynthia L. Rigby
The W.C. Brown Professor of Theology

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary

Reminder: On Sunday, September 19,
there will be one worship service,
at 11 a.m. in the Worship Center-

Fellowship Hall and on livestream.

“Shaping the
New Normal”

Some 90+ individuals and families have reg-
istered to participate in this year’s retreat
at Mo-Ranch.

Individuals, couples or families are needed
to say hello and hand out bulletins begin-
ning half an hour before the 8:30 and 11
a.m. Sunday worship services. Whether or
not you have served before, if you are will-
ing to volunteer as either an usher or

greeter this year, go to
www.fpcgeorgetown.
org/ushers-greeters-in-
terest-form/ to provide
more detailed informa-
tion. You will be con-
tacted about specific
Sundays to serve.

Ushers and greeters needed
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Left, Betty Smith puts a message in a vase on a recent Sunday. Right, Betty and
Kathy Jones at work (from FirstWord archives: May 2012).

PDA assists with
recovery in Haiti

Community First! VillageCommunity First! VillageCommunity First! VillageCommunity First! VillageCommunity First! Village

Compassionate Care church staffers
Penny Leone and Jenny Carswell,
nurses by education and training,
are the link between the ministry of
regifting flowers and those church
members it serves. “Without their
dedication and faithfulness in deliv-
ering the vases, this ministry would,
like fresh flowers eventually do,
‘whither and die’,” Kathy Jones said.

Over the years Penny and Jenny
have told Betty Smith and Kathy
how grateful the people are who re-
ceive the vases of flowers. Kathy and
Betty are often told by a family mem-

The link is Compassionate Care staff
ber about the flowers being present
in a home when they visited their
loved one.

Kathy added, “On occasion, we
also received hand-written thank-
you notes telling us how the flow-
ers helped bring a little sunshine into
their lives on a difficult day. How
amazing that such a simple gift of
flowers can make a difference.”

Betty herself has received Flower
Ministry vases of flowers over the
years while recovering at home “ev-
ery time I had a part replaced,” she
said with a laugh.

—Tijo Conseillant, ADLH Field Staff

Haiti earthquake damage

To notify the
church office if:

 You change your physical
or mailing address

 You change your email
address or add email

 You change your home or
cell phone number

 You add a new phone
number

The scale of the disaster facing Haiti
after the August 14 earthquake is be-
coming clearer. The quake and its
aftershocks have left almost 1,300
people dead, thousands more in-
jured and an unknown number of
people still missing. At least 13,000
homes were destroyed, and roads,
bridges and communication systems
have been severely damaged. This
catastrophe comes on top of Haiti’s
ongoing struggles with endemic
hunger and poverty, COVID-19, con-
tinuing civil unrest and threat of
tropical storms.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA) is working closely with Pres-
byterian World Mission, our tradi-
tional partners on the ground in
Haiti and ACT Alliance in providing
emergency relief and short-term re-
covery efforts in the impacted areas.
These efforts include WASH (water,
sanitation and hygiene), emergency
power generators, shelter, food, first
aid and more. PDA remains commit-
ted to Haiti’s long-term recovery and
will remain active throughout the
entire recovery process, providing fi-
nancial support for rebuilding and
resilience. This is as our partners in
the area determine long-term pro-
gram needs.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
has had long-standing partnerships
in Haiti for decades. These meaning-
ful relationships enable PDA to come
alongside communities affected by
disaster in the immediate aftermath.

Donations can be made to First
Presbyterian Church of George-
town, indicating “Haiti relief code
OG100000” on the note line.

—Bill McKenna
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1 Jeremy & Linda Gambell
3 Frank & Rebecca Beam
4 Jim & Mona Andersen

Joel & Elizabeth Miller
5 Tim & Kathy Kerr Kubatzky
10 Joel & Joan Lawrence
11 Bruce & Shelley Sorenson
16 Rusty & Kitty Bristow

Eric & Kelly Seaman
28 Glen & Ann Kaiser
30 Nelson & Carolyn Stubblefield

1 Haley Weisbrod
2 Billy Lamb

Amanda McIntosh
3 Colleen Forrester

Kayla Isenhour
Sandra Walden

4 Fred Herbst
Pip Hubbard

5 Jean Fisher
Claire Guthrie
Robert Nelon

6 Peggy Berland
7 Debbie Pilcher
8 Liz Keith

Leanna Perkins
Mary Jean Thorp
Nell Tucker

9 Dan Shaner
10 Bob Becker

D. Ann Shiffler
11 Bobby Weisbrod
12 Cari Spruiell
13 Conley Leloux
15 Lois Stanley
16 Minta McIntosh
17 Corey Bailey

Peg Kingsbury
18 Marianne Welch
19 Jay Allison

Kenley Hunt
Betty Pope

20 Olivia Cowan
21 Pete Decker

John McEntire
Erika Wenzel
Wes Whitehead

22 Carole Burke
Linette Harwell
Doyle Sebesta
Helen Trentch

23 Mike Carson
Aidan Guidici

24 Kimberly Poe
25 Lee McIntosh
26 Larian Carson

Bill Dudley
Eric Wiesner

ANNIVERSARIES

BIRTHDAYS

(continued on next page)

Boldface indicates
a member of

First Presbyterian Church

Among Our People
S E P T E M B E R    W O R S H I P

8:30 a.m. – Sanctuary

11:00 a.m. – WC-FH & Livestream

Actual
Annual
Budget

YTD %
Annual
Budget

Income and Expense Report
Year to Date - July 2021
General Operating Fund

“Stewardship Focus:
Because You Give” Sermon Series

August 22 - September 12

September 5
“Keeping Faith Alive”
Dr. William C. Poe Preaching
Scripture: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9;

James 2:1-7, 14-18

September 12
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Psalm 19; Mark 8:27-38

September 19
(one service only at 11 a.m. in WC-FH)
Dr. Kenneth Peters Preaching

“Room to Breathe” Sermon Series
September 26 - October 24

September 26
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Scripture: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29;

James 5:13-20

In the hospital last month: Dana Hall
(surgery) and Emily McEntire (surgery).

Our sympathy to:
 Bryan & Sue Bell on the death of Sue’s
father, Howard Max, Jr., August 5 in
McKinney.
 Cliff & Rita Snyder on the death of
Cliff ’s mother, Ronette Hodges Collins,
August 7 in Palestine.

Serving in the military: Col. Brian Burk,
Larry Burk’s son; Maj. Josh Daleiden,
Betty Bradford’s grandson-in-law; John
Decker; Jared A. Gross, Robert Bedford’s
nephew; Brian Hall; Capt. Daniel Ham-
mond, Keith & Sue Renard’s grandson-
in-law; Garrett Herbst; Gunnery Sgt.
Matthew L. Johnson, son of Glen & Ann
Kaiser; Brandon Keith, Phil & Jeanne
Smith’s son-in-law; Tech. Sgt. Robert
McClanahan, grandson of Minta McIn-
tosh and nephew of Lee McIntosh; Lt. Col.
Mike Pratt, Jeff Pratt’s brother; Sgt. 1st

Class Paul Rayburn; Nicholas Stamos,
Larry & Helen Burk’s grandson; and
Christian Winckel, grandson of Sandy
Hayes.

Income
 Pledges $555,468 $817,850 68%
 Other $67,205 $101,600 66%
 TOTAL $622,673 $919,450 68%
    
Expenses
 Validated Mission $33,361 $56,029 60%
 Local/Other Mission $16,925 $26,241 64%
 Ministry of the Word $83,004 $148,468 56%
 Program/Support Staff $212,250 $402,975 53%
 Christian Education $4,811 $37,950 13%
 Music and Worship $11,336 $21,100 54%
 Evangelism/Care $972 $13,365 7 %
 Property $62,340 $100,100 62%
 Stewardship/Finance $9,394 $19,000 49%
  Other Oper Expenses $20,453 $79,395 26%
 Debt Retirement $56,906 $97,548 58%
 TOTAL $511,752 $1,002,171 51%

The 2021 Church Officer Nominating Com-
mittee invites recommendations of mem-
bers from our congregation to serve as
elder, deacon and trustee. The plan is to
nominate six elders, four deacons and one
trustee for the Class of 2023. To submit a
recommendation, complete the Recommen-
dation Form found at www.fpcgeorge
town.org/orform/. Recommendations are
due by September 12, and they will be held
in confidence by the committee. 

Serving on this year’s committee are:
Beverly Jones, chair, and Sharon Place,
vice chair, from Session; Betty Anne Poe,
Diaconate; Sturdy Wanamaker, Trustees;
Kitty Bristow, Presbyterian Women;
Walter Juncker, Men’s Fellowship; Phil
Smith, Sunday School; Chris Spruiell,
LOGOS/Youth; and Cynthia Guidici,
Music Ministry.

Recommendations for church
officers due by September 12
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Open House is held at church Sunday, August 8

Celebrating

a return to

our church

building!

The morning featured fellowship, a tour of the buildings
led by Christina Bondesen, refreshments and recognition
of Property Committee Elders Ben Nichols (left) and
Mike Carson. They received certificates and a headband
umbrella to be prepared should we ever have sprinkler
heads burst again. Not shown: Elder Glen Kaiser.

The Women of the Church
sell a cookbook with money
raised over and above
printing expenses to be sent
to the Good Shepherd Hos-

Matt Bookert receives con-
gratulations for winning
first place in the Interna-
tional Tuba & Euphonium
Conference’s Young Artist
Tuba Competition held in
August at Lahti, Finland.
He won a new tuba and a
cash prize.

Show and Share kicks off
its second year featuring Jim
Wilhite’s “artist side.” We

LOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKINGLOOKING
BACKBACKBACKBACKBACK

throughthroughthroughthroughthrough     FirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWordFirstWord

35 years: 1986

pital in Zaire where Bill and
Bonnie Stump are serving.

The Sunday School superin-
tendent asks members to
donate supplies that Sun-
day School teachers asked
for, including: nature
objects, nests, abandoned
insect shells, a dead tree
branch with a few long
twigs; potting soil and small
flower pots; ½ inch wood
dowel rods; and magazines
with pictures.

20 years: 2001 are warned to “Be prepared
to be dazzled by his beauti-
ful stained glass work.”

Education Director Joy
Bedford reports a successful
Promotion Sunday with 72
children and youth
attending, as well as many
adults. On Sunday morning
Joy can be found at the red
desk across from the library.
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How do churches engage young adults?

September 2021

FIRSTWORD

2 September Worship
September Celebrations
Church Officer Recom-

mendations
Financial Report

3 Senior University
Ushers/Greeters Needed
All-Church Retreat

5 FRED Talks
8 New Art in The Gathering

Place
12 Spotlight: Flower Ministry
16 September Calendar

Staff Library Picks

Christian Education
4 Stephanie’s Column

LOGOS
Education Updates
Confirmation Class

5 Adult Sunday School
Mid-Week Bible Studies

Youth Ministry
6 Kelly’s Column

Photos of Youth Local
Mission Trip

Mission
7 Su Casa de Esperanza

Jenny Carswell’s Column
8 Mission Sewing

Fellowship
8 Presbyterian Women

September Circles

Compassionate Care
2 Among Our People
9 Points from Parish

Nurse
Senior Seminar

Inside IN 2012, A TEAM OF RESEARCHERS FROM
the Fuller Youth Institute at Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary launched a project to
understand why some churches are ex-
emplary when it comes to engaging
young adults 15 to 29 years of age in
their ministries.

What they learned over the
next three years they put into a
2016 book, Growing Young, and
eventually developed into a
training program and as-
sessment for churches to
help them avoid shrinking,
aging and seeing young people
walk away. The assessment helps
a church define where it is before
defining where it wants to be.

The researchers discovered hundreds of
churches with six core commitments in
common that kept teenagers and young
adults coming back: leadership, warmth,
empathy, priority, neighbor and gospel.

A “Growing Young in a Changing

World” cohort” or team from FPC will
spend the next nine months delving into

Fuller’s research and seeing how we are
doing in the six core commitments.

The team consists of Pastor Bobby;
Chris Spruiell, LOGOS Dinner Dean;

Sarah Crenshaw, parent volunteer;
Theresa McKenna, Education

and Nurture elder; Youth
Director Kelly Seaman; and

Ann Kaiser, Compassionate
Care deacon.

The nine-month digital
experience is designed to help

a church’s congregation apply
the six Growing Young core

commitments to today’s realities,
including adapting to a changing

ministry and walking with young people
struggling with anxiety.

Bobby said he and Kelly both came
across this Fuller program separately a few
months ago, without each other knowing

(continued on page 10)

A cohort from FPC will look at the issue:

Prayer Wall is ready
for prayer requests

(continued on page 11)

Retired Presbyterian minister Harry
Brown, who attends FPC with his wife
Laurell, a member, offered to help with re-
pairs when the church suffered extensive
water damage in February. He told Office
Manager Christina Bondesen he enjoyed
woodworking projects.

So when Christina saw a photo of a
Prayer Wall on a Minnesota church’s web
page, she and Communications Director
Jaime Cowan wondered if Harry could
duplicate it for our church. Turns out, he
could. And he did.

The beautiful FPC Prayer Wall is in the
alcove between the two restrooms off of
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SEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBERSEPTEMBER

FPC

S T A F F   P I C K S

The FPC youth went to Community
First! Village in Austin to volunteer
on July 30th. We had a really won-
derful time there. To prepare, I read
founder Alan Graham’s amazing
book, Welcome Homeless: One Man’s
Journey of Discovering the Meaning of
Home.”

This book tells the amazing story
of Alan’s call to serve the homeless in
relevant and revolutionary ways.

His encounters led him to found
Mobile Loaves and Fishes and Com-
munity First!. 

This book details many stories of
people (housed and unhoused) who
inspired and challenged Alan. These
stories are heartbreaking, uplifting
and life changing. The book chal-
lenges a lot of preconceptions I know
I had about the issues surrounding
homelessness, and I cannot tell you
the affect this book (and Community
First!) have had on me.

I am looking forward to partner-
ing our youth with this amazing
ministry much more in the future
(yes, you can come, too). I donated a
copy of the book to our library, and
I bought a few more. So, if it’s
checked out, just come see me. If you
read it, I would love to chat with you
more about it. —Kelly Ann Seaman

Welcome Homeless: One Man’s Journey
of Discovering the Meaning of Home

by Alan Graham

TUESDAY

31
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH

7
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
1:00pm PW Board
2:00pm Monica in FH
6:30pm Elizabeth Circle

14
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH
7:00pm Worship

Committee

21
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH

28
10:30am Pastoral Care
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:00pm Monica in FH
7:00pm Session

SATURDAY, September 18
All-Church Retreat/Mo-Ranch

MONDAY

30

6
Church Office Closed-
Labor Day
12:30pm Stephen Leaders
6:30pm Stephen Ministry

Supervision
7:00pm FRED Talk

13
9:00am P.E.O.
10:00am Sarah-

Ruth
Circle

20

27
8:30am Senior
University

WEDNESDAY

1
12:00pm Ladies’ Lunch Bible Study
12:00pm Men’s Lunch Bible Study
5:00pm LOGOS begins
5:30pm Youth Dinner/Bible Study begin
6:15pm Confirmation Class begins

8
12:00pm Ladies’ Lunch Bible Study
12:00pm Men’s Lunch Bible Study
1:00pm Lydia Circle
5:00pm LOGOS
5:30pm Youth Dinner & Bible Study
6:15pm Confirmation Class

15
Budgets Due
9:30am Martha Circle
9:30am Rachel Circle
11:00am Hannah-Esther Circle
12:00pm Ladies’ Lunch Bible Study
12:00pm Men’s Lunch Bible Study
5:00pm LOGOS
5:30pm Youth Dinner & Bible Study
6:15pm Confirmation Class

22
Penny Leone on vacation thru 10/6
12:00pm Ladies’ Lunch Bible Study
12:00pm Men’s Lunch Bible Study
5:00pm LOGOS
5:30pm Youth Dinner & Bible Study
6:15pm Confirmation Class

29
12:00pm Ladies’ Lunch Bible Study
12:00pm Men’s Lunch Bible Study
5:00pm LOGOS
5:30pm Youth Dinner & Bible Study
6:15pm Confirmation Class

THURSDAY

2

9
9:00am P.E.O.
9:00am Admin

Committee

16
10:30am Senior

Seminar
7:00pm Budget

Comm

23

30

FRIDAY

3
Dr. Bobby Hulme-
Lippert on vaca-
tion thru 9/6

10
10:00am Mission

Sewing

17
All-Church Retreat/
Mo-Ranch

24

SUNDAY

29
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
Teacher Commissioning
8:30am Worship-Sanctuary
9:40am New Member Class
9:40am Sunday School begins
10:40am Fellowship Time
11:00am Worship-WCFH &

Livestream

5
Communion
Dr. William C. Poe Preaching
8:30am Worship-Sanctuary
9:40am Sunday School
11:00am Worship-WCFH &

Livestream

12
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Worship-Sanctuary
9:40am Sunday School
11:00am Worship-WCFH &

Livestream
12:00pm LOGOS Board

19
Dr. Ken Peters Preaching
All-Church Retreat/Mo-Ranch
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
11:00am Worship-WCFH &

Livestream

26
Dr. Bobby Hulme-Lippert Preaching
8:30am Worship-Sanctuary
9:40am Sunday School
11:00am Worship-WCFH &

Livestream
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