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Other photos on front cover, clockwise from top right:

 Rev. Don Wehmeyer, missionary to Yucatan, Mexico,
serves “drive by” communion during the Covid-19
pandemic.

 Volunteers with Georgetown Backpack Buddies pose
among items they pack in bags that go home with

students for the weekend.

 Sid Frost and Becky Kennedy get ready for their
Meals on Wheels deliveries.

Left: Suzy Taylor from Presbyterian Women helps a student at The NEST
make jars of bath body scrub to be given as Christmas gifts to her loved
ones. The NEST is a program of The Georgetown Project. Right: Kim Ashby,
Executive Assistant to the principal at Purl Elementary School, loads up
school supplies donated by FPC members for classrooms there.

The Local Mission and Global Mission “walls” in a church hall-
way keep members up to date on all of our supported missions.
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Making the trip to the Community First! Village were FPC youth
(front, from left) Olivia Cowan, Micah Azuma-Hall and Tristan
Hammit, and (back) Miles Azuma-Hall and Maya Spruiell.

A Habitat for Humanity family in
front of their new home in Round Rock.

Children stand in front of the
Christmas “Warm Tree,” a mis-
sion project of LOGOS and the
congregation. The items were
donated to agencies in George-
town to distribute.
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In this booklet, the Mission Committee of the Session at
First Presbyterian Church Georgetown invites you to
explore the global, regional and local missions supported
by our church—and the opportunities they present our
congregation for volunteer activities as well as charitable
giving, over and above what we budget each year for
their support. First Presbyterian is a community of God’s
people who seek to worship and serve the living God as
revealed in Jesus Christ. Our congregation was founded
in 1854. Our sanctuary, built in 1873, is the oldest in
Georgetown and is still used for our 8:30 a.m. Sunday
worship service.

Mission is our church’s response to the Great Commis-
sion (Matthew 28:19-20) and the Great Commandment
(Matthew 22:36-38). As Christians, we participate in glo-
bal, regional and local missions through agencies related
to or affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
We also seek to be creative, compassionate agents of
God’s love by responding to the needs of those around
us—in our local community, our county and our state.
We view mission as an extension of ourselves, home and
surroundings for compassion and service in our commu-
nities.

If you would like more information about these missions
and volunteer opportunities they offer, you are encour-
aged to call or email the contact person listed. More de-
tailed information about the organizations or agencies is
also available at their webpage addresses.
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Clockwise from top left:
 The design on the front of t-shirts worn by many FPC mis-
sion volunteers.
 Kitchen workers (from left) Jenny Carswell, Miles Azuma-
Hall, Maya Spruiell, Debbie Pilcher and Dawn Bookert make
sandwiches in the FPC kitchen for the Helping Hands supper.
Marv and Sandy Hulshizer are ready to deliver on their
Meals on Wheels route.
 From left, Pastor Bobby, Miles Azuma-Hall and John
Decker perform work at the Community First! Village in
Austin during a youth Mission Trip. The village is a com-
munity offering permanent housing for men and women
coming out of chronic homelessness.
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)—The General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  reviews
the work of synods, resolves controversies in the church,
is responsible for matters of common concern for the
whole church, and serves as a symbol of unity for the
church. The Presbyterian Mission Agency of PC(USA)
is guided by Matthew 25, which calls us to actively engage in the world
around us. The church has been sending mission co-workers around
the world continuously since 1837. Every day, in many ways and in
more than 80 countries around the world, including the United States,
Presbyterians engage in mission. (www.pcusa.org)

SYNOD OF THE SUN—Synod of the Sun is the intermediate govern-
mental unit responsible for the mission of the church, including grants
for new church development and mission development projects. Its
four-state region has 11 presbyteries, one being Mission Presbytery, to
which FPC belongs. Related service and educational organizations in-
clude Austin College, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Pres-
byterian Mo-Ranch Assembly, Presbyterian Children’s Homes and
Services, Texas Presbyterian Foundation, Presbyterian Pan American
School, Schreiner University, University of the Ozarks and Trinity Uni-
versity. (www.synodsun.com)

MISSION PRESBYTERY—As the governing body responsible for over-
sight of ministers and churches, Mission Presbytery assists more than
100 churches, fellowships and new church developments in building
healthy congregations and trusting relationships, and sending disciples
out in witness and to serve. The presbytery encompasses an area in
south-central Texas that stretches from
the Rio Grande Valley to Del Rio, into
the Hill Country as far north as
Lampasas, southeast to Collegeport,
south to Brownsville and all the places
in between, including Georgetown, Aus-
tin, San Antonio and Corpus Christi. (www.mission-presbytery.org)

PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN’S HOMES & SERVICES (PCHAS)—
This agency of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has provided Christ-
centered care and support to children and families in need for more
than 110 years. Services are available through these programs: Group

Global & Regional Missions
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TRANSIENT MINISTRY OF FPC—Bless-
ing bags, personal hygiene products, food
items and clothing are available to anyone
seeking assistance. HEB gift cards are also
available on a quarterly basis for gas or food.
FPC Contact: Christina Bondesen
512-863-3381
christina@fpcgeorgetown.org

MISSION SEWING OF FPC—Meeting
monthly at the church, Mission Sewing mem-
bers prepare handcrafted items that are
donated to The Caring Place, Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and Services, the Christ
Child Society and Williamson County Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center.
FPC Contact: Kathy Jones, 512-863-3012
waynejones22@verizon.net

Above: Bags of food and items for transients
ready to be handed out. Right: Items on an
assembly line wait to be put into Blessing
Bags, which are distributed by the church
office to transients.

From left, Lenice Smithwick, Kathy Jones and
Linette Harwell start the Warm Tree with items
made by Mission Sewing members.

Dawn Bookert helps Mason and Piper Smith assemble Blessing Bags.
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Homes for Children, Foster Care, Adoption, Child and Family (a family
preservation program), Single Parent Family, Education, and Transi-
tional Living. (www.pchas.org)
FPC Contact: Bridget Chapman 512-639-6433
chapmanbridget@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE
(PDA)—The emergency and refugee program of
the PC(USA), PDA enables congregations to wit-
ness to the healing love of Christ as they care for
communities adversely affected by crisis and cata-
strophic events. PDA works in coordination with
the Action by Churches Together (ACT) Alliance,
Church World Service and other partner organi-
zations. It is funded through the annual One Great
Hour of Sharing special offering and designated gifts. In addition, FPC
responds to disaster needs as they arise. (www.pcusa.org/pda)
FPC Contact: Bill McKenna, 512-635-3808
bill_mckenna@verizon.net

PRESBYTERIAN MO-RANCH ASSEMBLY—
Mo-Ranch is a 500-acre retreat center and camp
in the Texas Hill Country. Its mission is to foster
growth in God through Jesus Christ by sharing
its unique living, learning, Christian environ-
ment. Mo-Ranch is held in trust for more than
700 congregations that constitute the Synod of
the Sun. More than 34,000 people visit Mo-
Ranch each year for church retreats, confer-
ences or worship. (www.moranch.org)
FPC Contact: Ben Nichols, 512-792-9178
benhnichols@gmail.com

JOHN KNOX RANCH—The ranch, located on 300 acres on the banks
of the Blanco River, is a camp, conference and retreat center offering
children and youth opportunities for faith development and fun. It is
open 365 days a year to receive guests and provide programming and
hospitality. The ranch, related by covenant to Mission Presbytery, strives
to be a good steward of its land and facilities in the Texas Hill Country.
(www.johnknoxranch.org)
FPC Contact: Minta McIntosh, 512-635-3677
mintamcintosh@yahoo.com
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MANOS DE CRISTO—Inspired by Chris-
tian ideals of service and compassion, this
Presbyterian-related agency began in 1988 in
east Austin to provide low-income individu-
als with emergency food and clothing and
essential oral health care. It has grown to serve
many basic needs, including dental treat-
ment, legal aid, back-to-school programs and
classes in computers, citizenship and English.
It now has offices and programs in north cen-
tral Austin. (www.manosdecristo.org)
FPC Contact: Bill McKenna, 512-635-3808,
bill_mckenna@verizon.net

MEALS ON WHEELS OF WILLIAMSON & BURNET COUNTIES—
Supported by Georgetown area churches and part of the Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Opportunities for Williamson & Burnet Counties
(OWBC), Meals on Wheels provides hot meals delivered five days a
week to homebound seniors unable to prepare meals for themselves.
Church volunteers rotate with those from other churches in making
deliveries. Meals and recreation are also provided at the local OWBC
Neighborhood Center. (www.owbc-tx.org)
FPC Contact: Ben & Donna Nichols, 512-792-9178
benhnichols@gmail.com

Meals on Wheels volunteers from FPC take meals to those unable to provide
for themselves. From left, Jack and Lenice Smithwick begin their deliveries;
Pastor Bobby and Peggy Currie check the bag for his delivery route; and
Ben Nichols looks at the route information as volunteers show up to pick up
their bags with meals.

Jeff Pratt waits for members of the congregation to pick up the tamales they
ordered as part of a fundraiser for Manos de Cristo.
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PRESBYTERIAN PAN AMERICAN SCHOOL—A mission agency of
the Synod of the Sun, Pan Am School is a bilingual college preparatory
school for young people from the Americas and beyond. It is located on
a campus that was once part of the King Ranch in Kingsville, Texas.
Grounded in Christian love and service, students there are being pre-
pared through worship, study and work to take their place as Chris-
tians in a multicultural world. (www.ppas.org)
FPC Contact: Minta McIntosh, 512-635-3677
mintamcintosh@yahoo.com

AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY—A semi-
nary in the Presbyterian-Reformed tradition, it was founded in 1902

when it began its mission of educating and
equipping ministers to serve in the southwest
U.S. The seminary grew to train men and
women to proclaim the gospel throughout the
nation and world. Its mission is to educate and
equip individuals for the ordained Christian
ministry and leadership; to employ its re-
sources in the service of the church; to pro-
mote and engage in critical theological thought
and research; and to be an exemplary com-
munity of God’s people.
(www.austinseminary.edu)

FPC Contact: Courtney Root, 512-966-6465, chillroot@me.com

CUPS, Communidades Unidas Pro Salud, Communities United for
Health—CUPS is an ecumenical Christian ministry founded in 1989
to improve the educational and health environments in rural commu-
nities along the Mexico-U.S. border. CUPS accepts donations of school
supplies, health equipment (such as walkers, wheelchairs, crutches,
canes and bedside commodes), Bibles, reading glasses, warm clothing,
and blankets and quilts. It organizes mission trips for volunteer
workgroups in Rio Grande Valley communities. (www.cupsmission.org)
FPC Contact: Cindy Bausch, 512-240-5625, chbausch@aol.com

FORMAN CHRISTIAN COLLEGE—Christian and Muslim students
study and work together in an atmosphere of interfaith harmony in
this PC(USA) university in Lahore, Pakistan. Founded in 1864 by a
Presbyterian missionary, it was nationalized by the Pakistani govern-
ment in the early 1970s and eventually returned to its former owners,
the Presbyterian Church. (www.fccollege.edu.pk)
FPC Contact: Bill Stump, 512-819-9040, wrstump@gmail.com
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A GIFT OF TIME ADULT DAYCARE—A nonprofit
organization formed in 2016 to provide “compassion-
ate, holistic day care for people with memory loss and
to support their loved ones as they confront the chal-
lenges of caregiver.”(www.agiftoftimegeorgetown.org)
FPC Contact: Penny Leone, 512-966-8139
pnurse5@aol.com

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY (HFH) OF WILLIAMSON COUNTY—
A  local grassroots, faith-based organization affiliated with Habitat for
Humanity International, Williamson County HFH is an independent,
nonprofit organization that builds simple, decent housing with partner
families, using volunteer labor and tax-deductible donations.
(www.williamsonhabitat.org or www.habitat.org)
FPC Contact: Robert Cravens, 281-610-5370
robert.cravens@sbcglobal.net

HELPING HANDS OF GEORGETOWN—It was founded in 2015 to
empower the less fortunate by providing food security and social ser-
vices to the underserved. The Mobile Food Pantry delivers bagged meals,

grocery items, toiletries and
clothing at various central lo-
cations. It distributes lunches
on a weekly basis to the
homeless, working poor and
local families in need. FPC
Georgetown participates in
the preparation of Sunday
Night Suppers for distribu-

tion from a central location. (www.helpinghandsgtx.org)
FPC Contacts: Dawn Bookert, 512-296-9566, texasdawnb@gmail.com
& Jenny Carswell, 512-635-0712, jdcars125@gmail.com

HOSPICE AUSTIN—Caring for terminally ill and bereaved persons
of central Texas families for more than 30 years, this nonprofit hospice
maintains a professional staff in Georgetown and Williamson County.
Resources are funneled back into programs that benefit patients and
families and allow for care regardless of ability to pay.
(www.hospiceaustin.org)
FPC Contact: Gary Nelon, 512-930-5091, gnelon@aol.com

Adult and youth volunteers from FPC get ready to distribute meals for a Help-
ing Hands Sunday Night Supper.
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MEDICAL BENEVOLENCE FOUNDATION (MBF)—Working in
partnership with Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), congregations, indi-
viduals and mission network, it has supported healing ministries and
programs in more than 100 hospitals and clinics throughout the world
since 1964. Financial donations support mission hospitals, rural clinics,
construction of medical facilities, and training of indigenous medical
personnel. Gifts to MBF also provide medical supplies and equipment
for hospitals and clinics, financial support of medical missionaries, vac-
cinations for thousands of children, and program support for HIV/AIDS
orphan feeding programs. (www.mbfoundation.org)
FPC Contact: Bill & Bonnie Stump, 512-819-9040
wrstump@gmail.com, bonstump@gmail.com

MISSIONARY SUPPORT—
Ken & Ruth Copsey, Philippines: Ken and Ruth
support Christian mission work in the Philippines,
where they developed clean drinking water
sources, established medical clinics, taught family
health practices and shared the Good News with
the native population. (kcopsey3@gmail.com)
FPC Contact: Mission Committee

Melissa Johnson, Zambia, Africa: Melissa (from Mission Presbytery)
works with the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian’s Synod of
Zambia Health Department and other entities to identify important

needs and gaps in the general health education of
the community, implementing educational programs
that improve maternal and child health. Her hus-
band Charles retired in 2020.
(www.presbyterianmission.org)
FPC Contact: Mission Committee

Don & Martha Wehmeyer, Yucatan, Mexico: Don and Martha
work with the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico, focusing
on theological education, church planting, and
retreat-workshop leadership. They founded the
Gethsemane Retreat Center, which serves as a base
for mission teams from the U.S. Don is pastor of
Seguidores de Cristo Presbyterian Church in
Sitpatch and is currently involved with the estab-
lishment of an elementary school on the church
property. (www.theantiochpartners.org/wehmeyer)
FPC Contact: Vivian Davis, 512-869-6483
davisvh@suddenlink.net
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CROP HUNGER WALK—CROP Hunger Walks are annual commu-
nity-wide events sponsored by Church World Service and organized
by local congregations to raise funds to end hunger at home and around
the world. FPC has supported the Georgetown CROP Walk for more
than 25 years, and 25% of funds collected remains in the community to
help support The Caring Place and Meals on Wheels. (www.cwsglobal.org)
FPC Contact: Rick Galloway, 512-310-5886
rwgalloway715@yahoo.com

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MENTORING & SUPPORT—Volunteer
tutors assist teachers at local schools with students needing extra prac-
tice with reading and writing, or by providing needed school supplies.
FPC Contact: Dawn Bookert, 512-296-9566, texasdawnb@gmail.com

FAITH IN ACTION GEORGETOWN (Drive A
Senior)—Dedicated to helping Georgetown residents
65 years and older maintain an independent lifestyle,
this organization has several programs, but transpor-
tation is the service most requested. Its volunteers

provide transportation services free of charge to medical-related ap-
pointments, grocery stores, activity centers and other destinations.
(www.faithinactiongt.org)
FPC Contact: Kitty Bristow, 512-843-4288, kbristow517@aol.com

FRIENDS IN DEED—This group of volunteers was organized to assist
FPC members with minor home maintenance and repairs. They can
help with items such as replacing batteries in smoke detectors, replac-
ing light bulbs, and performing minor plumbing or electrical repairs
and other similar tasks.
Contact: Church Office, 512-863-3381

THE GEORGETOWN PROJECT—This nonprofit organization is de-
voted to building a healthier community for all children and youth.
Among its many diverse programs is The
NEST Empowerment Center. The center is an
after-school drop-in program for Georgetown
ISD high school teens in need of free resources
such as evening meals, a quiet place for home-
work and rest, access to computers and school
supplies, daily homework help, test prep,
counseling, job readiness training, college prep and other support ser-
vices. (www.georgetownproject.org)
FPC Contact: Marty Curtis, 501-517-3503, maccdcurtis@yahoo.com



BACKPACK BUDDIES PROGRAM—This
program provides nutritious food over the
weekend for children who receive meals at
school through the federal Title I program. Lo-
cally, it is a partnership between the Georgetown
Ministerial Alliance and community volunteers
who collect nonperishable food items supplied
by the Area Food Bank and distribute them on
Friday to be picked up by schoolchildren.
(www.georgetownbackpackbuddies.org)
FPC Contact: Morris Fisher, 512-868-2793, morrisfisher36@aol.com

BiG (BROOKWOOD IN GEORGETOWN)—BiG is an “out of the
box” innovative vocational community for adults with special needs
where everything made is sold in a beautiful high-end gift shop, café
and greenhouse. (www.brookwoodingeorgetown.org)
FPC Contact: Peggy Currie, 704-281-6981, peggycurrie1947@gmail.com

THE CARING PLACE—The Caring Place is a faith-based, commu-
nity-oriented organization that since 1985 has been helping families in

Georgetown and northern Williamson County
with basic human needs: food, clothing and house-
hold items, and financial assistance for rent, utili-
ties and medical/optical/dental/prescription needs.
In addition to FPC’s monetary support, members
donate items to sell in the shops as well as food for

the pantry, and they volunteer their time and services.
(www.caringplacetx.org)
FPC Contact: Jenny Carswell, 512-635-0712, jdcars125@gmail.com

CASA OF WILLIAMSON COUNTY (Court Appointed Special Ad-
vocates)—CASA provides trained, court-appointed volunteers who
advocate for the best interests of abused and neglected children on their
journey to a safe, permanent home. CASA volunteers act as a “voice in
court” for these children. Operations in Williamson County began in
2009. With more than 100 volunteers, the organization strives to serve
all children in the Texas foster care system. (www.casawilco.org)
FPC Contact: Angie Harris, 512-863-7133, harrist@suddenlink.net
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SPECIAL OFFERINGS—
One Great Hour of Sharing: Since 1949 Pres-
byterians have joined with millions of other Chris-
tians, through this special offering received during
Lent, to share God’s love with those in need. Gifts
assist those affected by natural disasters, provide
food for the hungry, and help build strong com-
munities through Presbyterian leadership devel-
opment. (www.pcusa.org/oghs)

Christmas Joy Offering: For more than 70 years, this special offer-
ing has supported both young students—in their efforts to find what
gifts God is calling forth from them—and faithful servants of the
church who have spent their lives giving those gifts to others. The

Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools
and retired church workers each receives
50% of undesignated offering gifts.
(www.pcusa.org/cjoffering)

SU CASA DE ESPERANZA (Your House of Hope)—Established in
Pharr, Texas, as an outgrowth of the Presbyterian Children’s Home in
Austin, this Family Life Education Center provides educational oppor-
tunities to impoverished families living in south Texas colonias. The
goal is to help family members become self-sufficient, productive mem-
bers of the community. (www.sucasadeesperanza.org)
FPC Contact: Tom Currie, 704-293-0881, thomas.currie@upsem.edu

Staff and clients of Su Casa programs.
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Local Missions

Linda Schellenberg, Morris Fisher and Dawn Bookert pack bags for Back-
pack Buddies.
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Local Missions

Linda Schellenberg, Morris Fisher and Dawn Bookert pack bags for Back-
pack Buddies.



F I R S T   P R E S B Y T E R I A N   C H U R C H   M I S S I O N S  -  7

MEDICAL BENEVOLENCE FOUNDATION (MBF)—Working in
partnership with Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), congregations, indi-
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CROP HUNGER WALK—CROP Hunger Walks are annual commu-
nity-wide events sponsored by Church World Service and organized
by local congregations to raise funds to end hunger at home and around
the world. FPC has supported the Georgetown CROP Walk for more
than 25 years, and 25% of funds collected remains in the community to
help support The Caring Place and Meals on Wheels. (www.cwsglobal.org)
FPC Contact: Rick Galloway, 512-310-5886
rwgalloway715@yahoo.com

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MENTORING & SUPPORT—Volunteer
tutors assist teachers at local schools with students needing extra prac-
tice with reading and writing, or by providing needed school supplies.
FPC Contact: Dawn Bookert, 512-296-9566, texasdawnb@gmail.com

FAITH IN ACTION GEORGETOWN (Drive A
Senior)—Dedicated to helping Georgetown residents
65 years and older maintain an independent lifestyle,
this organization has several programs, but transpor-
tation is the service most requested. Its volunteers

provide transportation services free of charge to medical-related ap-
pointments, grocery stores, activity centers and other destinations.
(www.faithinactiongt.org)
FPC Contact: Kitty Bristow, 512-843-4288, kbristow517@aol.com

FRIENDS IN DEED—This group of volunteers was organized to assist
FPC members with minor home maintenance and repairs. They can
help with items such as replacing batteries in smoke detectors, replac-
ing light bulbs, and performing minor plumbing or electrical repairs
and other similar tasks.
Contact: Church Office, 512-863-3381

THE GEORGETOWN PROJECT—This nonprofit organization is de-
voted to building a healthier community for all children and youth.
Among its many diverse programs is The
NEST Empowerment Center. The center is an
after-school drop-in program for Georgetown
ISD high school teens in need of free resources
such as evening meals, a quiet place for home-
work and rest, access to computers and school
supplies, daily homework help, test prep,
counseling, job readiness training, college prep and other support ser-
vices. (www.georgetownproject.org)
FPC Contact: Marty Curtis, 501-517-3503, maccdcurtis@yahoo.com
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PRESBYTERIAN PAN AMERICAN SCHOOL—A mission agency of
the Synod of the Sun, Pan Am School is a bilingual college preparatory
school for young people from the Americas and beyond. It is located on
a campus that was once part of the King Ranch in Kingsville, Texas.
Grounded in Christian love and service, students there are being pre-
pared through worship, study and work to take their place as Chris-
tians in a multicultural world. (www.ppas.org)
FPC Contact: Minta McIntosh, 512-635-3677
mintamcintosh@yahoo.com

AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY—A semi-
nary in the Presbyterian-Reformed tradition, it was founded in 1902

when it began its mission of educating and
equipping ministers to serve in the southwest
U.S. The seminary grew to train men and
women to proclaim the gospel throughout the
nation and world. Its mission is to educate and
equip individuals for the ordained Christian
ministry and leadership; to employ its re-
sources in the service of the church; to pro-
mote and engage in critical theological thought
and research; and to be an exemplary com-
munity of God’s people.
(www.austinseminary.edu)

FPC Contact: Courtney Root, 512-966-6465, chillroot@me.com

CUPS, Communidades Unidas Pro Salud, Communities United for
Health—CUPS is an ecumenical Christian ministry founded in 1989
to improve the educational and health environments in rural commu-
nities along the Mexico-U.S. border. CUPS accepts donations of school
supplies, health equipment (such as walkers, wheelchairs, crutches,
canes and bedside commodes), Bibles, reading glasses, warm clothing,
and blankets and quilts. It organizes mission trips for volunteer
workgroups in Rio Grande Valley communities. (www.cupsmission.org)
FPC Contact: Cindy Bausch, 512-240-5625, chbausch@aol.com

FORMAN CHRISTIAN COLLEGE—Christian and Muslim students
study and work together in an atmosphere of interfaith harmony in
this PC(USA) university in Lahore, Pakistan. Founded in 1864 by a
Presbyterian missionary, it was nationalized by the Pakistani govern-
ment in the early 1970s and eventually returned to its former owners,
the Presbyterian Church. (www.fccollege.edu.pk)
FPC Contact: Bill Stump, 512-819-9040, wrstump@gmail.com
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A GIFT OF TIME ADULT DAYCARE—A nonprofit
organization formed in 2016 to provide “compassion-
ate, holistic day care for people with memory loss and
to support their loved ones as they confront the chal-
lenges of caregiver.”(www.agiftoftimegeorgetown.org)
FPC Contact: Penny Leone, 512-966-8139
pnurse5@aol.com

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY (HFH) OF WILLIAMSON COUNTY—
A  local grassroots, faith-based organization affiliated with Habitat for
Humanity International, Williamson County HFH is an independent,
nonprofit organization that builds simple, decent housing with partner
families, using volunteer labor and tax-deductible donations.
(www.williamsonhabitat.org or www.habitat.org)
FPC Contact: Robert Cravens, 281-610-5370
robert.cravens@sbcglobal.net

HELPING HANDS OF GEORGETOWN—It was founded in 2015 to
empower the less fortunate by providing food security and social ser-
vices to the underserved. The Mobile Food Pantry delivers bagged meals,

grocery items, toiletries and
clothing at various central lo-
cations. It distributes lunches
on a weekly basis to the
homeless, working poor and
local families in need. FPC
Georgetown participates in
the preparation of Sunday
Night Suppers for distribu-

tion from a central location. (www.helpinghandsgtx.org)
FPC Contacts: Dawn Bookert, 512-296-9566, texasdawnb@gmail.com
& Jenny Carswell, 512-635-0712, jdcars125@gmail.com

HOSPICE AUSTIN—Caring for terminally ill and bereaved persons
of central Texas families for more than 30 years, this nonprofit hospice
maintains a professional staff in Georgetown and Williamson County.
Resources are funneled back into programs that benefit patients and
families and allow for care regardless of ability to pay.
(www.hospiceaustin.org)
FPC Contact: Gary Nelon, 512-930-5091, gnelon@aol.com

Adult and youth volunteers from FPC get ready to distribute meals for a Help-
ing Hands Sunday Night Supper.
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Homes for Children, Foster Care, Adoption, Child and Family (a family
preservation program), Single Parent Family, Education, and Transi-
tional Living. (www.pchas.org)
FPC Contact: Bridget Chapman 512-639-6433
chapmanbridget@yahoo.com

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE
(PDA)—The emergency and refugee program of
the PC(USA), PDA enables congregations to wit-
ness to the healing love of Christ as they care for
communities adversely affected by crisis and cata-
strophic events. PDA works in coordination with
the Action by Churches Together (ACT) Alliance,
Church World Service and other partner organi-
zations. It is funded through the annual One Great
Hour of Sharing special offering and designated gifts. In addition, FPC
responds to disaster needs as they arise. (www.pcusa.org/pda)
FPC Contact: Bill McKenna, 512-635-3808
bill_mckenna@verizon.net

PRESBYTERIAN MO-RANCH ASSEMBLY—
Mo-Ranch is a 500-acre retreat center and camp
in the Texas Hill Country. Its mission is to foster
growth in God through Jesus Christ by sharing
its unique living, learning, Christian environ-
ment. Mo-Ranch is held in trust for more than
700 congregations that constitute the Synod of
the Sun. More than 34,000 people visit Mo-
Ranch each year for church retreats, confer-
ences or worship. (www.moranch.org)
FPC Contact: Ben Nichols, 512-792-9178
benhnichols@gmail.com

JOHN KNOX RANCH—The ranch, located on 300 acres on the banks
of the Blanco River, is a camp, conference and retreat center offering
children and youth opportunities for faith development and fun. It is
open 365 days a year to receive guests and provide programming and
hospitality. The ranch, related by covenant to Mission Presbytery, strives
to be a good steward of its land and facilities in the Texas Hill Country.
(www.johnknoxranch.org)
FPC Contact: Minta McIntosh, 512-635-3677
mintamcintosh@yahoo.com

12  -  F I R S T   P R E S B Y T E R I A N   C H U R C H   M I S S I O N S

MANOS DE CRISTO—Inspired by Chris-
tian ideals of service and compassion, this
Presbyterian-related agency began in 1988 in
east Austin to provide low-income individu-
als with emergency food and clothing and
essential oral health care. It has grown to serve
many basic needs, including dental treat-
ment, legal aid, back-to-school programs and
classes in computers, citizenship and English.
It now has offices and programs in north cen-
tral Austin. (www.manosdecristo.org)
FPC Contact: Bill McKenna, 512-635-3808,
bill_mckenna@verizon.net

MEALS ON WHEELS OF WILLIAMSON & BURNET COUNTIES—
Supported by Georgetown area churches and part of the Senior Nutri-
tion Program of Opportunities for Williamson & Burnet Counties
(OWBC), Meals on Wheels provides hot meals delivered five days a
week to homebound seniors unable to prepare meals for themselves.
Church volunteers rotate with those from other churches in making
deliveries. Meals and recreation are also provided at the local OWBC
Neighborhood Center. (www.owbc-tx.org)
FPC Contact: Ben & Donna Nichols, 512-792-9178
benhnichols@gmail.com

Meals on Wheels volunteers from FPC take meals to those unable to provide
for themselves. From left, Jack and Lenice Smithwick begin their deliveries;
Pastor Bobby and Peggy Currie check the bag for his delivery route; and
Ben Nichols looks at the route information as volunteers show up to pick up
their bags with meals.

Jeff Pratt waits for members of the congregation to pick up the tamales they
ordered as part of a fundraiser for Manos de Cristo.
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)—The General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)  reviews
the work of synods, resolves controversies in the church,
is responsible for matters of common concern for the
whole church, and serves as a symbol of unity for the
church. The Presbyterian Mission Agency of PC(USA)
is guided by Matthew 25, which calls us to actively engage in the world
around us. The church has been sending mission co-workers around
the world continuously since 1837. Every day, in many ways and in
more than 80 countries around the world, including the United States,
Presbyterians engage in mission. (www.pcusa.org)

SYNOD OF THE SUN—Synod of the Sun is the intermediate govern-
mental unit responsible for the mission of the church, including grants
for new church development and mission development projects. Its
four-state region has 11 presbyteries, one being Mission Presbytery, to
which FPC belongs. Related service and educational organizations in-
clude Austin College, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Pres-
byterian Mo-Ranch Assembly, Presbyterian Children’s Homes and
Services, Texas Presbyterian Foundation, Presbyterian Pan American
School, Schreiner University, University of the Ozarks and Trinity Uni-
versity. (www.synodsun.com)

MISSION PRESBYTERY—As the governing body responsible for over-
sight of ministers and churches, Mission Presbytery assists more than
100 churches, fellowships and new church developments in building
healthy congregations and trusting relationships, and sending disciples
out in witness and to serve. The presbytery encompasses an area in
south-central Texas that stretches from
the Rio Grande Valley to Del Rio, into
the Hill Country as far north as
Lampasas, southeast to Collegeport,
south to Brownsville and all the places
in between, including Georgetown, Aus-
tin, San Antonio and Corpus Christi. (www.mission-presbytery.org)

PRESBYTERIAN CHILDREN’S HOMES & SERVICES (PCHAS)—
This agency of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has provided Christ-
centered care and support to children and families in need for more
than 110 years. Services are available through these programs: Group

Global & Regional Missions
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TRANSIENT MINISTRY OF FPC—Bless-
ing bags, personal hygiene products, food
items and clothing are available to anyone
seeking assistance. HEB gift cards are also
available on a quarterly basis for gas or food.
FPC Contact: Christina Bondesen
512-863-3381
christina@fpcgeorgetown.org

MISSION SEWING OF FPC—Meeting
monthly at the church, Mission Sewing mem-
bers prepare handcrafted items that are
donated to The Caring Place, Presbyterian
Children’s Homes and Services, the Christ
Child Society and Williamson County Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center.
FPC Contact: Kathy Jones, 512-863-3012
waynejones22@verizon.net

Above: Bags of food and items for transients
ready to be handed out. Right: Items on an
assembly line wait to be put into Blessing
Bags, which are distributed by the church
office to transients.

From left, Lenice Smithwick, Kathy Jones and
Linette Harwell start the Warm Tree with items
made by Mission Sewing members.

Dawn Bookert helps Mason and Piper Smith assemble Blessing Bags.
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About First Presbyterian Church
and Our Missions
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In this booklet, the Mission Committee of the Session at
First Presbyterian Church Georgetown invites you to
explore the global, regional and local missions supported
by our church—and the opportunities they present our
congregation for volunteer activities as well as charitable
giving, over and above what we budget each year for
their support. First Presbyterian is a community of God’s
people who seek to worship and serve the living God as
revealed in Jesus Christ. Our congregation was founded
in 1854. Our sanctuary, built in 1873, is the oldest in
Georgetown and is still used for our 8:30 a.m. Sunday
worship service.

Mission is our church’s response to the Great Commis-
sion (Matthew 28:19-20) and the Great Commandment
(Matthew 22:36-38). As Christians, we participate in glo-
bal, regional and local missions through agencies related
to or affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
We also seek to be creative, compassionate agents of
God’s love by responding to the needs of those around
us—in our local community, our county and our state.
We view mission as an extension of ourselves, home and
surroundings for compassion and service in our commu-
nities.

If you would like more information about these missions
and volunteer opportunities they offer, you are encour-
aged to call or email the contact person listed. More de-
tailed information about the organizations or agencies is
also available at their webpage addresses.
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Clockwise from top left:
 The design on the front of t-shirts worn by many FPC mis-
sion volunteers.
 Kitchen workers (from left) Jenny Carswell, Miles Azuma-
Hall, Maya Spruiell, Debbie Pilcher and Dawn Bookert make
sandwiches in the FPC kitchen for the Helping Hands supper.
Marv and Sandy Hulshizer are ready to deliver on their
Meals on Wheels route.
 From left, Pastor Bobby, Miles Azuma-Hall and John
Decker perform work at the Community First! Village in
Austin during a youth Mission Trip. The village is a com-
munity offering permanent housing for men and women
coming out of chronic homelessness.
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Other photos on front cover, clockwise from top right:

 Rev. Don Wehmeyer, missionary to Yucatan, Mexico,
serves “drive by” communion during the Covid-19
pandemic.

 Volunteers with Georgetown Backpack Buddies pose
among items they pack in bags that go home with

students for the weekend.

 Sid Frost and Becky Kennedy get ready for their
Meals on Wheels deliveries.

Left: Suzy Taylor from Presbyterian Women helps a student at The NEST
make jars of bath body scrub to be given as Christmas gifts to her loved
ones. The NEST is a program of The Georgetown Project. Right: Kim Ashby,
Executive Assistant to the principal at Purl Elementary School, loads up
school supplies donated by FPC members for classrooms there.

The Local Mission and Global Mission “walls” in a church hall-
way keep members up to date on all of our supported missions.

F I R S T   P R E S B Y T E R I A N   C H U R C H   M I S S I O N S  -  15

Making the trip to the Community First! Village were FPC youth
(front, from left) Olivia Cowan, Micah Azuma-Hall and Tristan
Hammit, and (back) Miles Azuma-Hall and Maya Spruiell.

A Habitat for Humanity family in
front of their new home in Round Rock.

Children stand in front of the
Christmas “Warm Tree,” a mis-
sion project of LOGOS and the
congregation. The items were
donated to agencies in George-
town to distribute.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
703 S. Church St.  Georgetown, TX  78626
Phone: 512-863-3381   Fax: 512-868-1226
E-mail: churchoffice@fpcgeorgetown.org

Webpage: www.fpcgeorgetown.org

Agents of God’s
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